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ABSTRACT 

Twenty-nine land and freshwater gastropod spe­
cies are now recorded for T9¥lor County, Texas. 
This relatiYely small number is somewhat surprising 

Taylor County, situated in West Central Texas, 
is largely overlain by Permian sands while isolated 
Cretaceous (Comanche Series) limestone bluffs extend 
across the southern portion. The Permian plains 
consist of red soils which are easily eroded. The 
undulating surface is broken by intermittent streams. 
The vegetation is primarily mesquite-grassland. The 
Callahan Divide, as the Cretaceous eroded plateaus 
are called, is the northern edge of the Edwards Pla­
teau and has a dominant vegetation of juniper-oak 
savanna. In the Callahan Divide small springs feed 
into some of the streams. Hydrologically, the coun­
ty is drained by two major river systems. Drainage 
of the northern half flows to the Bra~:os River, while 
trHutaries to the Colorado River drain the southern 
half of the county. 

The average rainfall forTaylor County i11 approxi­
mately 23 inches, with the heaviest precipitation 
in the spring. The 111ean annual temperature is 63° 
F, with the summers often exceeding 100° F and the 
winters occasionally dropping below 0°F. The entire 
area appears to be undergoing a gradual drying trerid 
from more temperate Pleistocene conditions (Wiscon­
sin age). Although favorable molluscan habitats 
such as mesic limestone hillsides and riparian en­
virons persist, they are not common and are being 
threatened by housing developments. Conditions may 
be more unfavorable than suspected as evidenced by 
Helicina orbiculata occurring only as a fossil in 
Taylor County while it is livingincounties just to 
the east and southeast. Whether or not the county 
was invaded during cooler periods by Rocky Mountain · 
faunal elements (i. e., Discus cronkhitei) is pres­
ently unknown due to our lack of knowledge of the 
county's fossil fauna. It •ay also be noted that 
the IIIBjori ty of the listed species either have a 
generali&ed distrib&tion in North America or are 
species representative of semi-arid regions. 

Judging from literature records for the county, 
preYious collecting has been, at best, sporadic. 
Pilsbry (1944) recorded 15 species from drift debris 
taken from Elm Creek with three other species iden­
tified to genus only. His later works (Pilsbry, 
1946, 1948) give no indication that these three taxa 
were e.Yer specifically identified. Other literature 
records include Pratt 0965), Oteatum, Fullington, 
and Pratt (1972), and Fullington and Pratt (1974). 

for a Texas county that should potentially harbor a 
. much larger molluscan fauna. 

The following is a list of all species known to 
occu.r in Taylor County based on literature records 
and from personal collecting. Pi lsbry' s ( 1944) spe­
cies are included, although as·drift specimens, the 
origin is uncertain. Personal collections over the 
past several years have added several new county 
records. All terrestrial gastropods reported from 
personal. collecting (Source 6) have been· collected 
from near homes and other buildings, their frequency 
of occurrence seemingly proportion a 1 to lawn and 
garden irrigation. 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES SOURCE 

Deroceras reticulatum (MUller, 1771) 6* 
3 
3 

Euconulus chersinus t~ochul~s (Reinhardt, 1883) 
Gastrocopta cristata (Pilsbry & Vanatta, 1900) 
G. holzingeri (Sterki, 1889) 3, 4 
G. pellucida hordeacella (Pilsbry, 1890) 
G. pentodon (Say, 1821) 
G. procera procera (Gould, 1840) (as G. p. 

mcclungi and G. p. sterkiana) 
Glyphyalina indentata paucilirata 

3 
3 

3 

(Morelet, 1851) 6 
Hawaiia minuscula (Binney, 1840) 3 
Helicina orbiculata (Say, 1818) las fossil only) 2 
Helicodiscus nu~mus (Vanatta, 1899) 3 
Lehmannia valentiana ·(Ferussac, 1823) 6 
Lima% flavus Linnaeus, 1758 6 
Po lygyra te%as iana te%as iana (Moricand, 1833) 1, 5, 6 
Pupoides albilabris (C. B. Adams, 1841) (as 
. P. marginatus by Pilsbry, 1944) 
Rhabdotus dealbatus ragsdalei (Pilsbry, 1890) 
Rumina decollata (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Strobilops te%asiana (Pilsbry & Ferriss, 1906) 
Vallonia perspectiva Sterki, 1892 
Vallonia sp. 
Vertigo ovata Say, 1822 
Zonitoides arboreus (Say, 1816) 

AQUATIC SPECIES 

Lymnaea huai lis (Say, 1822) 
Lyanaea II'· 
Physa virgata (Gould, 1855) 

• Source numbers, listed next page. 
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AQUATIC SPECIES (aJNT.) 

Physa sp. 
Helisoma anceps (Menke, 1830) 
Planorbella trivolvis Lentum (Baker, 1945) 
Gyraulus parvus (Say, 1817) 

Source numbers. 
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'I he edit or regrets that· t.he following was omi t.::.ed 
from the paper by Leslie Huhri ch t · in Sterki 11na 67-
68, September 1977: 

Stenotrema spinoswn (Lea). Tishomingo. 




