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_The only site which has been reported for 
'!tcranonta I'Ottelli accoiana isMcCoy Well 
~n the McCoy Mountains of Rivers.ide Coun~ 
ty, , Calif9rni~ . Willett (1935) in desig­
natlng tbu ute as the type locality for 
acc~tana, offered no indication ·that the 
saall was to be found elsewhere, and Pils­
bry , 0939) provided no addi tiona} records . 
Coll~ctors since _that time may have found 
spec1.mens of accota~a at the type locality 
and ~n other locat~ons, but no published 
mention has been made of the fact . The 
pu rpo~'e of thi a paper is to identify sites 
at wh~~h accotana can be found in ~he McCor 
Moul\tuns, and to report that this ~nai 
h!ls been c?llected in the adjacent Big Ma­
r~ a 'doun ta~n s. 

As part of a study supported largely by 
the.Co1:1ncil . for . Faculty Research , Eastern 
Ill~no1s Un1vernty, I conducted a series 
of explorations into the McCoy , Big Maria 
and . other nearby mountains during the aca­
de!ll'lC year, 196'1-1968 . The type locality 
for accotana wa~ one of the first sites in ­
vest~~tated but no specimens were found and 
no ev~~ence w~s turned up to indicate that 
they ml(~ht stlll be found in the vicinity 
of the _well . Subsequently, about a quarter 
of a m~le to the east of the well and about 
300 feet ebove it, on a steep northwest­
facing slope, numerousshellsw~re found at 
a !fepth of about two feet under broken rock ·. 
This site , which is in section 22, township 
6 south , range 20 east (USGS map NI 11-9 
Salton Sea guadrangle) , is at the base of 
l!l~'e, . ve~t~cally fractured blocks . No 
l~:v~ng_. snuls were found here, l;lut s ·ome re­
lat~vely recent peristome 'seals' wereseen 
on subsurface rocks, su/gesting that live 
specimens ~robably coul liave been collected 
had more t1me been spent at the site . 
. South!eatofMcCoy Well aboutseven miles, 
~n aectlon 17, township 5 south range 20 
east, another locality for acc~iana was 
discovered. The site lS about 200 feet a­
bove the entrance to the 64-' Mine, cur­
rently owned by Reserve Oil and Minerals 
Corporation, and per~~iasion should be ob­
taine~ before entering the area . Manr 
shell a were found in the cou rae of severs 
trips to thia site, but only two live spe­
cimens were collecte4 and these were found 
at a depth of about . fifteen inches in a 
heavy r?ckslide at the base of a larfe , o­
verhanglng face . The snails were sea ed to 
the undersides of rocks which projected in­
to an 'air space' opened up by careful re­
•oval of the surface rock . 

Seve~al trips were •ade into the McCoy 
'!fountuns at Yarioua ti•e• du.riniJ the year 
~n an effort to determine so•eth1n' of the 
extent of the distribution of accotana My 
most valued field helper and companiou · was 
a retir11d Army officer Colonel John Mos­
ley, who tude theinitiai find of lin spe-

cimens above the 64-A site and' accompanied 
me on much of the exploration in the- adj a­
~ent '!'ountain ranges. To,ether, ·we looked 
~n vun for other locallties in the McCoy 
range .before . movi.ng on to the Big Maria 
Mountuns, wh1ch lleabout ten miles to the 
northeast . This range can be en ter:ed. most 
easily from the Blythe-Midland road on the 
west, via several mininr trails. We chose 
to fol~ow a trail w~ich le!lds to the· Eagle 
Nest M1ne, located 1n sectlon 27, township 
3 south, range 21 west, and it was near the 
end of this trail that accoiana wa;o dis ­
covered. - About a half-111ile by foot from 
·the endofthe n-egotiable portion, the trail 
crosses a prominent quartz dike and leads 
to an area where considerable surface rock 
has be-en dragged from the so rrounding slopes 
and r11111oved commercially . The site is just 
abo~t 200 yards north . and east, on a north­
fac~n, slope . On our first visit to this 
locat~on after considerable excavation . 
we found a number of shells and some peri ­
stome rings at depths of6 to 18 inches be­
low the surface, at the bases of project­
ing rock ledged. We also collected four 
living snails which were found sealed to 
the undersides of rocks, in ai'r pockets 
such ash ad been found in the McCoy 1 o<;a li­
ty. A second visit to the same Slte late r 
in the year revealed evidence of much ero­
sion because of heavy rain fall and runoff , 
and our only finds were peristome rings 
and one lone shell . Other 1 ikely sites we re 
eJ!.plored, but after much biking . climbing 
and digging we had found only a few 11hel ls 
and had seen none which appeared tobe 
fresh . 

Micrarionta rowelli accoiana is probably 
to be found over all of t.he McCoy range, 
altho~;~~ it has b~en reported only from two 
locah t1es there~n. Its occurrence in th e 
~ig Maria ranlfe leads to th.econclusion that 
1 ~ probablr w~ ll be found 1n the Little Ma­
na.Mountuns, between. the McCoy and Big 
Mana ranges, and posSlbly also in the Pa­
len Mountains to the west of the M.cCoy 
range. Additional likely localities for 
accoiana may be found in theMule Mountains 
just south of the McCoys. My explorat1on s 

. into the Little Marias, the ·Palens and th e 
Mul~~ have not been successful, but info r ­
matlon given to me by a mining geologist 
familiar with these ranges leads me to be ­
lieve that accoiana or some other race of 
Micrarionta ro•elli will be found in them·. 
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