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Ia iaaue No . 4 of STER<IANA (May , 1961) I 
cliacuaaed in considerable detail the uae of 
the apellinga '•uaael' 111d 'muacl e ' in refer­
ence to bi•ahe 1101lualta . Moat · of the contro­
Yeray baa re•olYed about the '•usael shoals ' 
(officially the r.aacle Stoal·s) of the Tennea­
aee Ri.Yer. HoweYer, the . confuaion baa been 
world-wide ud apparently the YariatioD of 
apelling baa ca.e about for different reaaoaa . 
In general, uae of the apelling '.uacle ' ia an 
old and obaolete for. whereaa 1.uaael ' is 110re 
recent .. d preferred. Since publication of •Y 
report, a a1111ber of other inatancea of tbe ·Uae 
of thia tena hne come to lilY attention which 
are aufficiently interesting to place on record . 

Ia 1146 John Bartr• published a paper in 
the ~iloaophicol Tran1action1 (43: 157-159) 
entitlei'Conteining ~e obaerYatiOP• concern­
ing the aaltaauh auacle, dae ~ter ban\a, 
and the freahweter ••ch of Penuyhuia. • 
Apparently thia waa the c~ apelling· · 

· for bhahea at that tilie . In 1820 Caleb At­
water, in hia 'Deacription of the antiquitiea 
diacoYered i• the State of <llio . and oth·er weat­
en atate•' (Trani . and Coll. Aaer . Antiquar i ·· 
1111 Sol: .. Yol. 1, 'p , 114 and 226), wrote of find­
iat 'IIUacle ahelh' in Indian gruea . 

OD 11 Septe•ber · 1859 Alpheua lfratt wrote 
to Frederic I. Plltn.. froa the banks ·of the 

Kentucky AiYer . Both of these young •en were 
atudenta of Louis Agaaaiz at Harvard Univer­
aity . Hyatt , on a collectins trip , aent notes 
to Plltnu on apeci•ena ahipped to the Agaaaia 
r.aaeum . In refereilce to the bivahea Hyatt 
wrote, 'The 1111aclea are froa ahoala 2 to 2~ 
ailea abon Hicaan' a Landins up Kentucky Ri.Y­
er--1 know localities where one •an and .Yaelf 
can load a boat with muaclea in 6 h011ra . • All­
other correap0ndent of Plltnu was F. A. Strat­
ton who wrote froa Olattanoosa , Tenneaaee, 17 
July 1877, that certain archaeolosical apeci­
••• were found .. ong 'muscle ahella . ' Another 
archiaeologiat, Erneat Volk, wrote to . Plltn .. , 
who waa then Curator of the Peabody Muae1111 of 
A.erican ArchaeoloiY and Ethnology at Hanard 

' UniYeraity , 23 NoY .. ber 1891 , concernins an 
excuation in New Jeraey reporting that 'Thia 
pit had ao tracea of any ~acle ahella . • Put­
n .. repeated thia ·apellins in hia official re­
port to Director-General Georse Da•i• of the 
World' a Colu11bian Expoaition for which the ex­
caYation waa ·•ade . 

In a report on 'Artificial ahell depoai ta 
in New Jeraey ' publiahed by Charlea Rau 'Annu­
al Report., &aithaonian ln•titution · for 1864: 
370-374. 1865), ~. f .. iliar blue •uaael, My­
tilus ~duli1 waa· referred to with the aodern 
apellins of 'auaael.' Two yeara later, how­
enr, D. G.Brinton writins on the 'Artificial 
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shell deposits of the U. S . · (ibid . for 1866 : 
356-358 . 1867) recorded his observations on 
the Tennessee River at 'The Mlscle Sloala, and 
ltheyl are composed almost exclusiJely of the 
shells of the freshwater muscle (Unio virgini ­
ana, Lamarck?) -- The Tennessee muscle is mar­
garitiferous , etc .' 

In his report of the Greely Arctic E"pedi ­
tion (1884), A. W. Greely makes reference to a 
body of water named ~scle Bay (p . 25) ) In hia 
volume on the 'Archaeology of Olio ' ( 1903) , M. 
C. Read, in describing the use of shells both 
fresh and salt water , stated· that , ' Fresh water 
muscles were used as knives and scrappers, as 
spoons and cups . ' Strangely enough, however , 
at the end of the book he makes a reference to 
'Mussel Sloals ' of Tennessee using the prefer­
red spelling for bivalves! Since Read was a 
naturalist , he undoubtedly knew that 'mussel' 
was the current spelling for river clams and 
his use of the spelling 'muscle' in the same 
volume is difficult to understand especially 
since he went contrary to the popular and of­
ficial spelling of Muscle Sloals . 

S . S. Berry entitled a papeT he plJblished 
in the Nautilus (26: 130 : 1913) as 'A list of 
Mollusca from Musselshell Valley, Montana . ' 
The river and valley int.fontana apparently have 
always been spelled as 'Musselshell. ' In 1930 
Calvin Goodrich adopted the official spelling 
for his paper on .' Goniobasis in the vicinity 
of Muscle Sloals' (Occ . Papers ~a . Zool., 
Univ . Mich . No. 209 : 1-125) . 

In the U.S. Coast Pilot for the Atlantic 
Coast (St . Croix River to Cape Cod, 4th edi­
tion. 1941) appeara the nue 't.bscle Ridge 
Olannel,' and on the revised map of, the U.S . 
Coast and Geodetic Survey (Map 243, East Coast 
Mass., Ipswich · l:lay to Gloucester Harbor) pre­
pared in 1958; the name Muscle Pbint was re­
tained in spite of the fact that other recent 
maps have used the spelling 'Mussel Point' and 

the road way to this promontory has always 
been known aa Mussel Point Road. Oddly enough 
the Gloucester (Massachusetts) Daily Tiaes is­
sue of 7 July 1967 refers to Mlscle-Point , re­
verting to the obsolete spelling which had 
never been used locally . 

Nearly all current authors use the pre ­
ferred spelling of ' mussel.' For example , R. 
P . Patterson entitled a report ' Notched Mussel 
Shells from a site at Marietta, <llio ' (Ohio 
Archaeologist 12 : 98-99 . ~962) . Stansbery has 
been among those who prefer the unof fi cial 
title of Mussel Sloals , ru t i n his report to 
the American Malacological Union , he used both 
spellings to avoid confusion, viz. ' The Mussel 
(Muscle) Shoals of the Tennessee River revisi­
ted ' (Annual Rept . Aaer . Malac . Union for 1964: 
25-28) . This seems to be a good compromise . 
The following year , however , on the program of 
the <llio Academy of Science (74th Annual Meet ­
ing, 1965) he designated the famous locality 
simply as the 'Missel Shoals of the Tennessee 
River . ' 

I know of only one current use of the term 
for bivalve mollusks where the obsolete spell­
ing 'muscle shell ' is used . In a display of 
the Archaeology of Olio at the Cleveland Natu­
ral Science Museum there is a label which reads 
'Mli ttlesey GJltu re sites often yield large 
numbers of muscle shells with a central perfo­
ration .' Probably there will always be some 
variation in the spelling for the conmon name 
of bivalves . 
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