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This short piece introduces the new outreach journal of the North
American Regional Science Council (NARSC) and its inaugural
collection of articles. Reaching Regions is an open access, peer-
reviewed, outreach journal for social science research relevant to
North American regions and is published with support from the
Regional Research Institute (RRI) at West Virginia University and
the lowa State University Center for Agricultural and Rural
Development (CARD).
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1. Introduction to the Inaugural Issue

Reaching Regions was conceived as a forum for helping translate the important research
conducted by regional scientists for a public audience. We intend for the articles published in
Reaching Regions to contribute to the public discourse and the development of public policies
that support regional vitality in North America. Reaching Regions is an open access, peer-
reviewed, outreach journal for social science research relevant to North American regions.

This article introduces our inaugural collection of four articles that highlight the breadth of topics
that can be explored in Reaching Regions. We begin with two articles that highlight weaknesses
of traditional economic development policies. In Hicks et al. (2025), the authors discuss
industrial recruitment policy and why changing economic conditions have made it even less
likely to contribute to local economic growth. They then show how economic development
policies focused on quality of life are associated with higher economic growth and positive
economic outcomes. Rickman and Wang (2025) focus on one specific traditional economic
development policy, lower income taxes, that many measures of competitiveness consider when
ranking states. However, they find that, despite the common wisdom that lower (income) taxes
lead to higher levels of growth, state income taxes have either no effect or perhaps a positive
effect on growth. Consistent with Hicks et al. (2025), this is likely because higher taxes support
investments in things like K-12 schools and other public goods that are associated with higher
quality of life.

As economic development officials and policymakers grapple with the changing economy and
how to support economic vitality in their communities, access to accurate and timely local data is
essential. Bemrose et al. (2025) explore new ways to develop localized data using the Yukon as
an example. For remote and rural areas, getting access to accurate local data can be a challenge.
They showcase a new method using individual business data and other information on a grid
square that can help in these instances. Bower (2025) also examines the use of web-based and
other free data that can provide timely, local data on innovation, and discusses the trade-offs
between these and publicly and more time-delayed data. Both papers highlight the importance of
data in making good decisions.

In the future, we look forward to sharing more research from our colleagues related to North
American regions. We hope that this provides a forum for researchers, policymakers, and others
for accessing important regional research. Finally, we want to acknowledge the support of North
American Regional Science Council (NARSC), the Regional Research Institute (RRI) at West
Virginia University and the lowa State University Center for Agricultural and Rural
Development (CARD) in making this new journal possible.

© 2025 Stephens and Winters. CC-BY. www.iastatedigitalpress.com/rreg
Reaching Regions is the outreach journal of the North American Regional Science Council.
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