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Foreword

’][‘HE YEAR 1958 will be a most significant one for Iowa

State College because on March 22, the College will
have reached the 100th anniversary of its founding. Iowa
State College was born of
change and in the desire of
the citizens of 100 years ago
for a new kind of education.

It is fitting for us to
pause and reflect on how
well our record of the 100
years has lived up to the
plans and intentions of the
founders. The manner in
which we have reached to-
day’s position, and the ex-
tent to which we have ful-
filled these original hopes,
have been given a critical
appraisal by Dr. Earle D.

Ross in this book. EARLE D. Rt;SS
Dr. Ross is one of the

foremost authorities on the land-grant movements as a par-

ticular phase of American history. He is author of Democ-

racy’s College: the Land-Grant Movement in the Formative
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vi Foreword

Stage, which covers the broad aspects of this definitive phi-
losophy, and for specific application to a single institution
has authored the earlier A History of Iowa State College.
Additionally, in his chosen field, he was editor of 4 Century
of Farming in Iowa, 18461946, and joint editor of Readings
in the History of American Agriculture. Among his other
works are The Liberal Republican Movement; Iowa Agri-
culture: An Historical Survey; and contributions to The
Growth of American Economy, Dictionary of American
Biography and Dictionary of American History, as well as
more than 100 articles to leading historical, educational and
social science journals.

Dr. Ross has been College Historian since 1939, and has
been on the staff of Iowa State College since 1923. Prior
to this he served on the faculty of Simpson College, Illinois
Wesleyan College, and North Dakota Agricultural College.
He is a graduate of Syracuse University and completed his
doctorate at Cornell University.. He was awarded the honor-
ary Doctor of Humane Letters degree by Grinnell College
in 1952.

Readers will find Dr. Ross’ evaluation of Iowa State
College’s contribution during the last eventful century both
interesting and informative.

James H. Hirton
President,
Towa State College
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