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PREFACE

Since Guthrie’s The Collembola of Minnesota was published
in 19083, there has been no inclusive work on this primitive order
of insects written in the English language. The present mono-
graph, therefore, should be of value in bringing the rapidly
changing nomenclature of this group up to date.

It is the author’s desire that this book will prove an aid to
beginners in taxonomic work in this field, and will make avail-
able numerous forms which heretofore have been insufficiently
known.

If this book stimulates future collembolists to more exacting
and accurate work, then errors which it may contain will be at
least partially excusable.

Prof. J. E. Guthrie, who has been in charge of this work, has
given unstintingly of his aid and encouragement, and the author
is under deep obligation to him. To Dr. J. W. Folsom, whose aid
in identification and in procuring rare literature has been in-
valuable, and whose opinions and criticisms have been solicited
throughout the course of the preparation of this monograph, the
author is also greately indebted.

Others have aided materially in various ways, chiefly in ob-
taining leaf mould from various parts of the state. To Dr. C. J.
Drake, Dr. G. C. Decker, Dr. H. M. Harris, B. V. Travis, Floyd
Andre, H. D. Tate, Homer Hixson, Lyle Weber, Dr. E. M. Mills,
E. L. Mills, and Miss Zella Beck, the author wishes to express
his appreciation.

Acknowledgment must also be made for the aid received from
J. R. Denis of Banyuls-sur-Mer, France, and from Dr. Jan Stach
of Krakow, Poland.
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