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				Although the Ames & College Railway (A&C) began operations in 1891, it was not created in a vacuum. Ames and the agricultural college to its west had existed for decades before the Dinkey line was even imagined. Both the city and college in these decades were separate entities.[1] They did not always have much to do with each other and did not always hold the other in the highest regard. In addition, the two decades after the Civil War in Iowa were not always the best of times for a state that so heavily relied on agriculture. The Panic of 1873 saw agricultural prices collapse and forced thousands of Midwestern farmers into foreclosure. The rise of the Grange Movement in the 1860s and 1870s, together with the Greenback Movement, was a powerful, if ultimately short-lived, expression of agrarian discontent.[2] Yet, the national economy recovered by the middle of the 1870s, and the 1880s were a decade of growth on the state as well as national level because of speculation, or rather, as events proved over-speculation, of the railroad industry. As Iowa Agricultural College (IAC) rose from the prairie and Ames from the swamp in which each community was platted, both faced a series of struggles and challenges in the decades before 1890 that molded and shaped them, and which, in turn, eventually allowed for the building of the Motor Line.
 This chapter takes up the central question of why did it take so long to develop a reliable rapid transit system between IAC and Ames? Mid-sized towns, like Red Oak, Iowa, with a population of only 3,755 in 1880, built a horse railway in the 1881 to connect the town to the nearby Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad,[3] and even small towns like Tama (with a population of 1,741 in 1890) and Toledo (with a population of 1,836 in 1890) were wealthy enough to build an electric railway in 1894,[4] but Ames (with a population of 1,276 in 1890) could not build such infrastructure. It is also certain that the city and college were keenly aware of each other’s existence from the 1860s to 1890 and that the faculty at the college and the Board of Trustees called for some form of reliable transportation between the two on several occasions, but nothing substantive was achieved. What attempts were made to connect the college to the city in these decades? What difficulties, physical and personal, had to be overcome before a rapid transit link could be forged?
 The reasons for the long delay in creating a rapid transit link between Ames and IAC were many and varied, but can be interpreted around three main themes: geography, the desire for the college’s isolation on the part of its founders, and internal divisions and open conflicts within the college in the 1880s. The internal divisions within IAC were combined with what may be described as a general apathy towards civic improvements on the part of the city leaders in the 1870s, followed by modest improvements until a series of devastating fires that all but destroyed the business district in the 1880s which forced Ames to focus its efforts on rebuilding rather than improving the community.
 In geographical terms, Story County’s early settlers faced significant geographical challenges that had to be overcome. The county was organized at statehood in 1846, but only 214 people were resident there in 1852. The county included two major barriers to travel and communication: the Skunk River and the Ioway Creek. The Skunk River, which transects the county from north to south, was a major barrier to overland travel and communication for the first half-century after statehood in this part of central Iowa.[5] The Skunk’s steep banks and broad flood plain left few places for wagons and stagecoaches to cross and led contemporaries to refer to the river and its expansive bottomlands as “the Slough of Despond.”[6] More often than not, the heavy wagons and coaches that tried to traverse these bottomlands were mired in the muck. The contents of these vehicles had to be unloaded, and the horses unhitched, before other teams were brought in to help and the wagons and coaches could be pulled from the muck onto dry land.[7] As we have seen, the majority of the early settlers in Story County were widely dispersed in farms or clustered in small towns on the eastern side of the county to the east of the Skunk watershed. Before the coming of the railroad in the mid-1860s, the best places for a traveler to ford the Skunk near Ames by road were at Cambridge, about fourteen miles to the south, or at Hannum’s Mill, about three miles to the northeast.[8]
 The Ioway Creek was a second major water feature in Story County. Coming into the county from the northwestern corner and joining the Skunk within the current city limits of Ames, the Ioway, like the Skunk, had steep banks and a broad flood plain with plenty of bottomland. Any traveler heading west and coming from the north of the confluence of the Ioway and Skunk first had to cross the Skunk at Hannum’s Mill, and then contend with crossing the wretched bottomland of the Ioway. Any transportation link coming from where Ames Station would be platted in 1864 across the Ioway Valley would have to throw bridges across the creek’s main channel, the creek’s back channel, and a third bridge across a small tributary that feeds the creek before climbing up the grade to the swampy prairie where the agricultural college and model farm sat after their platting in 1858.[9]
 The 1860 US Census showed that in only eight years, the county’s population had grown to 4,051, but 85% of them resided on the eastern side of the Skunk. Although the railroads built a solid transportation infrastructure across the Skunk in the 1860s, the western part of the county remained sparsely populated well into the 1880s.[10]
 The county’s relatively small population translated into small tax revenues. Without appropriate tax revenues, the County Board of Supervisors did not possess sufficient resources to make infrastructure improvements until the mid-1880s.[11] The early settlers who did venture beyond the Skunk did find rich prairie for farming, but they also found large extents of marsh and swampland.
 As William Orson Payne noted, railroads were the key to taming the geography west of the Skunk River and Ioway Creek.[12] Thus, in the early decades of settlement all county and local transportation, communication, and urban development followed the railroads. Few things more clearly demonstrate the power and wealth of the railroad industry in the middle decades of the century than the building of John Insley Blair’s Chicago & North Western Railroad (C&NW) through the western extents of Story County.[13] By July 1, 1864, Blair’s railroad had reached Nevada, and Blair himself had come out to survey the next stages of the route to Boone.[14] roughly twenty-five miles to the west. Before him lay a relatively formidable engineering task. Crossing “the Slough of Despond,” or the Skunk, would require no small amount of labor in building an embankment for the roadbed that would be tall and robust enough to ignore the effects of the river in flood. Blair then had to build large bridges as well. In choosing to lay his rails north of the confluence of the Skunk and the Ioway, Blair had to build no fewer than three bridges: one over the Skunk and one over the Ioway and its back-channel. In addition to these engineering issues, whether Blair chose to go north or south of the Skunk/Ioway confluence, his trains still had to climb up out of the mucky Skunk and Ioway bottomlands 220 feet in elevation in just fifteen miles to reach his goal of Boone. In modern terms, this grade of 2.78% is not difficult to negotiate, but in the middle decades of the 19th century, when railroads strove to keep grades around 1.00%, this was not easy to overcome. Yet, in spite of all these obstacles, Blair’s crews were able to build their embankments, bridges, and rails in a matter of months and push on out to the west, reaching Boone by December.[15]
 IAC’s founders intended to keep the student body small, fewer than 250 students, and intentionally focused on agriculture. With so few students and so narrow a curricular focus, the founders reasoned that IAC would never prove an academic rival to the State University in Iowa City. IAC’s founders reasoned, students needed to live in isolation, together in a dormitory setting where behavior could be carefully monitored, if not always controlled. These same educators also argued that the institution needed to be one where the natural surroundings, combined with their beauty, supplied an educational experience in themselves. Many American colleges founded in the early and middle decades of the nineteenth century followed the English model of education, where the building of student character went hand-in-hand with classroom instruction. Character was molded through firm (though many students thought Draconian) discipline, supplemented by religious instruction with required daily chapel exercises. This isolation was necessary because large cities possessed too many temptations to corrupt students, and some educators even advanced the idea that “country towns” were the worst of all, being “steeped in a coarser, baser depravity.”[16] All these ideas, which Frederick Rudolph identified as “the Collegiate Way,” helped to guide the founding and first twenty-two years of IAC.
 The birth of the college was by no means certain. Because support for an agricultural college “was slight” from many quarters of the agricultural community, legislators had to carry the cause forward. Senator Benjamin Gue and his friend and noted agriculturalist Peter Melendy from Cedar Falls provided most of the encouragement.[17] Determining which county would receive the college generated a significant amount of debate among the members of the legislature. Counties across the state vied for the new college and model farm, but Story County won out, offering over $21,000 to the state in terms of cash and land, more than twice the amount offered by any other county, for the new enterprise. On March 22, 1858, the legislature passed the first act creating the college and model farm.[18] The Board of Trustees chose to place it on 648 acres in the western section of the county, far enough away from Nevada that it could not develop as a political or economic counter-balance to the county seat and close enough to the city of Boone and Boone County, that had provided some of the funds to purchase the land for the farm and college, so that they too could enjoy the agricultural advantages that the new college would offer.
 The foundation of IAC before the railroad came to this part of the state was perhaps not the wisest of choices from a strictly logistical point of view. The spot was certainly isolated, and the description of contemporaries is more reminiscent of medieval Cistercian monks going out in the wilderness to build a monastery than educators founding a college. Yet, IAC was by no means alone in its isolation. In 1785, the founders of the University of Georgia went two miles into a wooded wilderness from any settlement to build their isolated university, but the founders of IAC were more successful at isolation than their southern brethren. Only the tiny settlement called New Philadelphia, with a population of only one hundred, lay about three miles to the west of the farm. The only connection to the outside world was a prairie trail that ran from Nevada to Boone via the tiny town of Cambridge, located at one of the few good places to cross the Skunk River, about thirteen miles southeast of Nevada.[19]
 “The situation,” Earl Ross wrote in 1942, “was one of extreme isolation.”[20] State Senator Benjamin Gue, who had done so much to make a reality out of the dream of an agricultural college, travelled to Ames to give the dedication speech at the opening ceremonies of the college in 1869.[21] Even he, upon seeing the campus for the first time, could not help but reflect, “looming upon the bleak prairie farm, windswept and desolate in all its surroundings, no more uncompromising College enterprise was ever launched into existence—even in the ‘wild west.’”[22]
 [image: ]The IAC campus from the south taken about 1885, about from where the buildings known as Campus Town grew up after 1900. Boone St. runs across the photo from left to right in the foreground. The Main dominates the campus. In the minds of some of IAC’s first graduates, known to contemporaries as the “Old Grads,” Senator Gue’s second thoughts were unnecessary. Surviving accounts from these “Old Grads” demonstrate that they found the isolation welcome and argued that it had the effect the founders wished on them as students. J. B. Hungerford from the class of 1877 noted that the isolated environment created a “family group,” where students and faculty “dwelt together in community spirit.”[23] The close relationship between the faculty and the students created “associations and attachments…that [were] particularly lasting,” Hungerford continued. Because the faculty was so interested in the success of their students, they “were inspired to greater effort and better accomplishments.”[24]
 The founders’ ideas as to the educational value of the scenery too had a long educational pedigree. Mark Hopkins told a Williams College audience in 1836 that “fine scenery” was an important agent in the formation of character, and Henry Ward Beecher said that the scenery at Amherst College was “a liberal education merely to be in its presence for four years.”[25] Both Hopkins and Beecher could just as easily have said the same thing about IAC. Richard Burke, from the class of 1878, could not help but be impressed with the educational value of the grounds themselves.[26] “The winding gravel drive exposing at every turn new surprises in forestry or architecture.”[27] Like Burke, D. A. Thornburgh from the class of 1892 understood the educational value of the physical surroundings and remembered how, as a freshman, he “marveled at the size of the ‘old Main,’ and drank in the beauty of that matchless campus.”[28]
 In a way, Blair’s railroad and Ames Station threatened this isolation even before the foundation stones for the first college buildings were laid. The C&NW rails ran right through college lands. The company’s rails bisected part of the college farm, leaving IAC cropland both on the north and on the south side of the embankment. Thus, trying to move animals, wagons, and crops from northern fields to southern ones and vice versa became problematic. Local historical tradition speaks of a plan to build a town near to the college, but this is not supported by any contemporary evidence.[29] IAC’s Trustees recognized the significance of a railroad so close to the college domain, but its presence also brought some frustration.[30] Blair and the C&NW had little time for the Trustees or the as yet unbuilt agricultural college. The Trustees tried in vain to convince the railroad to build a temporary spur line to bring building materials for the Main, but Blair was not interested. The college had more success with the C&NW over the issue of the embankment that bisected the college domain. In 1865 the railroad allowed for the construction of a cut in the berm to move goods from the northern fields, but it would only concede that the cut be the width of one hay wagon.
 Blair did eventually build a station near the college that he named after his friend and fellow railroad investor, Congressman Oakes Ames. This station and the small community that sprang up around it lay two miles to the east of the college. Although Ames lay two miles to the east of campus, its mere presence was a significant draw for IAC students, faculty, and administration. With the railroad sitting atop a twenty-foot-high embankment and bridge across Ioway Creek, it represented the driest, if not always the safest, route for pedestrians and even animals going to and from Ames.
 While in theory isolation may have given the college some educational advantages, it also had its drawbacks. Even before the first students arrived at IAC in February 1869, the college discovered it needed the goods that the four general stores, three groceries, two druggists, and two lumberyards that Ames possessed on a regular, if not daily, basis.[31] This need, of course, would mean daily travel and a significant amount of contact between the city and college. In the minds of some, at least the corruptive influence of commerce and city life seemed to be creeping into the isolation the founders had worked so hard to build. To guard against the corruptive influence of the small town on the student body in 1865 the state legislature passed a special act that prohibiting the sale of “wine, beer, or any spirituous liquors” in the town and college policy forbade the students from leaving the campus except on Saturday afternoons, Sunday mornings for church services, or with special permission of the college president.[32] Surely, as Timothy Gilman Turner noted in 1868, if Ames kept to these prohibitions, it could rightfully lay claim to the “’Crown of Virtue’ in Iowa.”[33]
 While a state law prohibiting the sale of liquor and forcing the students to stay on campus seems to demonstrate solid support for the edifice of a sort of splendid isolation, that edifice began to crack even before IAC opened its doors to students. Whether it liked it or not, the college needed the town and the services Ames offered, particularly freight and mail services. In 1872, the legislature passed a joint resolution asking for the Story County Board of Supervisors to open a county road along the southern edge of the college and thence on west to the village of Ontario, about two miles distant, which had received a station on the C&NW line in 1869.[34] This road avoided the swampy bottomland of the Ioway and allowed for IAC to have road access to the village of Ontario and the railhead there. The next crack in IAC’s edifice of isolation came with the “modest omnibus” drawn by horses that made its first appearance in August 1874.[35] This service was run twice daily to campus and back by Billy Childs and his brother Dan, who “hustled the trunks.”[36] By the 1880s, the demand for the service and the number of riders had increased to the point that the Childses had two horse-drawn buses, weather permitting, operating thrice daily.
 The Childses knew they had a monopoly on transportation and they were well paid for the efforts, charging the substantial sum of 10 cents each way.[37] Students grumbled about the cost, but in 1890 with tongue in cheek, The Aurora said that the students all planned to go to the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893, “even if we have to pay Billy 10 cents extra for the journey.”[38] There was also a buggy service that operated more like a taxi from the C&NW depot to the campus that in the early 1890s could be ridden for the substantial sum of $1.00 each way.[39]
 The limits of isolation became increasingly obvious as the century wore on and a total isolation from any corrupting influences became increasingly difficult to sustain. For a college devoted to the study and progress of animal husbandry and farming, displaying their animals and crops was an essential component in their mission. Naturally, the State Fair served as a significant venue for the Model Farm and college. Even before the first students arrived in 1869, employees from the college farm could be found driving the animals down the C&NW embankment to Ames to load them for showing. In 1867, one of the employees at the farm decided to take a large red cow to the fair to show, but “[the cow] being very heavy [he concluded] to start tomorrow as soon as practicable.”[40]
 Two last forces working against the edifice of college isolation were increased enrollment and the curriculum itself. At IAC’s inception the founders envisioned that tuition to the college would be forever free. To ensure that the college was not rapidly overrun with students, they determined that enrollment would be limited to one student per representative in the state legislature. This made for a manageable number of students (about 200) who could easily be housed in the Main, be adequately fed by the boarding department, and maintained by the sanitation system as existed on campus at the time.[41]
 For the first three years of its existence, IAC was able to maintain a student body of under 200, but by 1872, the demand for higher education in the state meant that significantly more students applied to the college, and the college believed itself honor-bound to admit them. Between 1872 and 1891 the student numbers ranged from 239 to 336 with an average of 290 students per year. While these numbers stretched IAC’s physical plant, the institution was still able to hold them all. From the beginning, college policy mandated that, unless students had a good reason and the permission of the president and faculty, they had to live and board on campus, except on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings for religious services. The growth in student numbers led to crowded conditions, which, as we shall see, when combined with a type of discipline under which students chafed, led to an increasing number of behavioral issues.
 With increased enrollment went an increase in students who needed to be serviced by the curriculum. Some of the founders intended that, following on from the 1862 Morrill Act, IAC should only teach agriculture supported by mechanic arts and that manual labor was an integral part of the curriculum.[42] But, in ever-increasing numbers of students who enrolled at IAC voted with their feet and demonstrated that they wished to pursue careers in engineering, sciences, or education.[43] The fact that so many students sought degrees outside of agriculture led to internal divisions within IAC between one faction that favored an agriculturally focused curriculum and those who wished for what was termed a “broad curriculum.” The issue became so contentious that it found its way into the state legislature in 1884 where Senator Preston Sutton of Marshalltown pushed through a bill mandating a “liberal curriculum” at IAC.[44]
 The expanding breadth of the curriculum led to the need for students to have access to the outside world. To take only one example: undergraduate theses dealing with the topic of railroad construction, management, regulation, and/or bridge construction. Between 1884 and 1893 there were twenty-seven Senior Theses that dealt with the topic of railroad construction, management, regulation and/or bridge construction. Most years had one or two, but 1884 had three and 1889 had five.[45] The students working on railroad topics for their theses needed to travel to the places where they could perform some of the research for their work.[46]
 Although the founders of the college had envisioned a college that would educate its pupils and build the character of its students isolated from the corrupting influences of the outside world, it was not only the students who wrote about railroads, but electrical engineers, civil engineers, and even students involved in agricultural topics like animal husbandry who had to conduct their thesis research off campus. Thus, the very need of access to the outside world for the very practical things the institution needed to function made sustaining that isolation increasingly impractical if not in many cases inappropriate.
 The last set of reasons why it took so long for a transportation link to develop between IAC and Ames lies in the internal dissentions that wracked the college in the 1870s and 1880s, along with first a seemingly general apathy among the city fathers in the 1870s combined with a series of major fires that devastated the Ames business district in the 1880s.
 While Ames was founded in 1864, the town did not officially incorporate until 1870. Part of the reason for the slow growth centered on the fact that money in this part of the state was scarce after the Civil War and residents tended to sit on ten-acre plots.[47] Thus, a widely dispersed population helped to ensure a dispersed economy. Throughout the 1870s there was not a lot of growth in Ames which some residents like Fred Tilden thought was a town full of sloughs. Swampy or not, some could see promise there and in 1876 Charles Tuttle predicted that Ames would become “a vast city in which education will become subsidiary.” But, as Earle Ross noted, even as late as 1890 Ames showed no evidence of having moved in that direction.[48] Although Ames may have doubled in size between 1864 and 1869, reaching 636 by the 1870 census, and the rate of growth over the next decade was nearly as great in real terms, it meant little.
 Throughout the 1870s the governance of the town was very basic—civic improvements such as raised wooden sidewalks in the business district and along major streets were undertaken by the city, but little else was done that could be classified as a civic improvement. It was common to find acreages around many Ames homes in the 1870s. Dogs and chickens running free through town were a common nuisance which occupied no small amount of town council attention.[49]
 The 1880 census showed a total of 1,153 residents in the town. This represented a growth rate of an impressive 81% over 1870 census figures, but in real terms, it was a hardly substantial 517 residents. By 1880 Ames was a quiet little town nestled in a swamp between the vibrant population centers of Boone and Nevada.
 [image: ]Downtown Ames in the winter. The photograph is dated 1875, but judging from the brick buildings on the north side of the street it is probably from the 1880s. In some ways, it seems, it was still more farm than town. Local legend claims that by 1880 there were still no brick buildings in the town, and it seems that the town council was still often beholden to the more powerful township council of Washington Township in which the little city lay. In terms of population Ames may indeed have been the second city in the county after Nevada, who could boast of about 1,400 residents, but in comparison to her near neighbors (for example Boone in 1880 had 3,300 residents), Ames was a backwater, and it seems that throughout the 1880s she preferred to stay that way.
 If the 1870s were relatively quiet for Ames, they made for tempestuous times at IAC. After a preparatory term in the autumn of 1868, the first class of students to attend the “people’s college” arrived in 1869 and the first graduates received their diplomas in 1872. College life was not easy for these students. Not only were classes taught every day except Sunday, but two hours of physical labor was required of all able-bodied students every day except Sunday. Strict rules regarding the mixing of the “boys” and the “young ladies” were rigidly enforced, and all lights had to be out by 10:30 pm. This first class, which contained both Edgar Stanton and John L. Stevens, had a special place in the history of the college and they often found themselves given pride of place amongst other “Old Grads.”
 [image: ]Adonijah Welch served as IAC’s first president from 1869 to 1883. He was patient and thoughtful and students generally loved him. The founding president of the college was Adonijah Strong Welch. In many ways he was a good choice for the job.[50]
 He was thoughtful, patient, and oftentimes brought out the best in others. He was very popular with his students, so popular in fact, that they named one of their literary societies after him in 1888, and from all accounts was a fine classroom instructor. IAC was one of the first institutions in the country to allow women to have the same educational opportunities as men. Welch was a strong proponent of this idea, and his wife, Mary B. Welch, offered the first courses on domestic economy at the College.[51] Although women were enrolled at IAC not all the faculty thought this good, and as we shall see it would come back to haunt Welch and his administration.
 Welch was a builder of curriculum, and as the curriculum grew so did the student body. Edgar Knight noted that although there were only one hundred public high schools in the entire nation in 1860, within a bare four decades that number had risen to some six thousand.[52] Welch understood the growing need for educators across the country and was a proponent of preparing students for careers as schoolteachers in Iowa as public secondary education boomed. To this end the president offered a series of “normal lectures” during the second term of the 1869/1870 academic year. The popularity of these lectures was undeniable, attracting one hundred out of the 168 students in the entire college in the first year and dropping only to fifty in the years after.[53]
 No matter how popular the policies of President Welch and the direction that he took the college were with the students, they raised questions among certain segments of the faculty. The questions that these faculty members asked brought to the surface several deep divisions within the college community. Some believed that the co-educational opportunities offered through the curriculum in domestic economy were a poor choice, and there was at least one open case of misogyny among the faculty. Other faculty believed that the college was “drifting away” from its original mission and educating students for careers outside of agriculture, and powerful local landowners, and state representatives, like Colonel Lucian Hoggatt, had a personal dislike for Welch and believed that Welch and his administration were guilty of gross malfeasance with taxpayer dollars.[54]
 [image: ]This photo of Lucian Hoggatt was possibly taken during the time he served as a State Representative for Story County between 1874 and 1876. Some of these frustrated faculty members passed rumor and innuendo to Des Moines where the legislature got caught up in college politics. The rising vox populi against Welch came to a head in February 1874 and the legislature sent a joint commission to investigate charges that centered on accusations of misuse of funds, that the college was “drifting away” from its intended purpose, that students had been mistreated, and allowed no redress for the said mistreatment. The committee held hearings between February 3 and March 11.[55] The record of their proceedings came to over 800 pages. As Ross noted, the report yields the impression of an almost carnival atmosphere where audience members answered questions posed to witnesses and laughter broke up the flow of the proceedings. One of President Welch’s chief tormentors was, not surprisingly, Colonel Lucian Hoggatt, who disliked him intensely. While Hoggatt’s accusations against the president were motivated by personal feelings, other issues laid bare by the Joint Committee’s investigations were more disturbing.
 Professors A. E. Foote, Thomas E. Matthews, and George W. Jones. Jones, the most senior faculty member next to the President, represented the most vocal anti-Welch faculty who had put down on paper the charge that the college was “drifting away from its original purpose.” He was one of the founding faculty members in 1868, at the age of 30, and was brought in to teach mathematics. Jones had served as IAC’s first interim president from November 1868 to March 1869, when President Welch was away serving for his brief stint in the United States Senate.[56] George Jones was soon the senior member of the faculty and rose to become Professor of Engineering and Architecture by 1872. Payne claimed that the antagonism between Welch and his Jones-led opponents had become so acute that by 1873 it came to the point that either Jones or the President had to be forced out.[57] Welch won that battle and Jones was dismissed from his duties at IAC by the president at the end of the Fall Term in 1873.[58]
 In addition to being opposed to President Welch’s ideas of curriculum, Jones had serious issues with the presence of women students on campus. Clearly, Jones had no time for the education of women, which led Professor of History William Wynn to surmise before the legislative committee that Jones was “afflicted with misogyny.” Although that remark brought “laughter,” as the report noted, Wynn’s testimony continued to tell of how Jones would use profanity in the classroom, which some found insulting. Wynn also stated that Jones thought women had no place at the college, that he considered them incompetent, and finally Wynn related to the commission a conversation between himself and Jones in which the latter supposedly said, “I hate girls.”[59]
 The legislative commission performed the task set before them with thoroughness and alacrity. They could find nothing in the evidence presented to substantiate the charges against either President Welch or his administration.[60] In many ways the inability of the Joint Committee to corroborate any of the charges leveled at the president was a great victory for President Welch and his administration.[61] The troublesome members of the faculty were removed and with a broader curriculum that met the needs of the students and their interests IAC continued to move forward.[62] Nonetheless, those among the faculty and the outside world who wished the college to focus on practical agriculture and less on other things had only been temporarily defeated. The college continued to press forward throughout the 1870s and into the 1880s, but those forces who wished a refocusing on agriculture would return to have their vengeance on Adonijah Welch in the next decade.
 Writing about Ames in the 1880s, Jane Bliss noted that “little but routine business was done by the [City] Council until about 1883, when some sewage issues on Douglass and Onondaga were fixed.”[63] Working through the city council minutes for the 1880s bears out Bliss’s interpretation. One can clearly see a council that really did little in the way of innovation. Many minutes of the monthly council meetings are little more than one-half page of handwritten text, including the names of the council members in attendance, and the seemingly obligatory two lines taken for the title and signature of the Recorder. The amount of time the council spent “in session” was usually not recorded but given the brevity of the minutes, many the meetings probably did not last longer than 15 minutes. If the salaries of the mayor and councilmen are any indication, then it is not surprising that great works were not achieved. In February 1881 the council voted on the following salary scale: Mayor, $25.00 per year; Recorder, $40.00 per year; City Treasurer, $25.00 per year; and Councilmen, $12.00 per year.[64]
 If the mayor and council possessed no initiative as a collective body, even when the citizens of the city rose up and requested action of their elected officials, the wheels of civic governance ground very slowly. For example, in July 1881 a group of citizens gathered and wrote a petition asking for the opening of a street between Clark and Walnut streets, which they presented to the Council on August 3.[65] The Council sent the petition to a committee of the whole that was to be called at the pleasure of the mayor. In October the Council decided that the issue would need to be forwarded to the next Council following the November election,[66] and it was not until April of 1882 that the city finally decided that opening the new street was a good idea and passed a resolution to that effect although they appropriated no funds to actually extend the street and so nothing was achieved.[67] Although the Council paid the City Marshal $16.00 to watch “the Tramps and keep them out of town” in 1883,[68] most business in the early 1880s was confined to the payment of regular city bills and the defining of tax assessments. Nevertheless, as Jane Bliss noted in 1964, even as late as 1884 the town was simply “stuck in the mud.”[69]
 In the spring of that year Parley Sheldon became mayor for the first time and it is with his first term in office that the city can been seen to try to make real improvements.[70] Payne wrote in 1911 that the vast majority of civic improvements in Ames came during the many terms that Sheldon served as mayor and that Sheldon was a progressive and supportive influence behind many investors and ideas that helped Ames grow until his death in the 1920s.[71] In his first term as mayor between March 1884 and March 1886 Sheldon helped the passage of six city ordinances, more than any other single mayor to that time. Some of these city ordinances centered on mundane though important issues, such as sewers, drainage of city streets, and sidewalks. Other ordinances passed by Mayor Sheldon had a significant impact on the residents. For example, Ordinance #85 called for all able-bodied residents of Ames between the ages of 21 and 45 to present themselves each year between April 1 and September 1 for two days labor on the streets, highways, and alleys.[72] Perhaps the most important to residents of the day, was the Ordinance #88 that came on December 12, 1885 that regulated Billiard Halls within the city.[73]Mayor Sheldon was the first mayor of Ames to push for real civic improvements and try to find the money to pay for them. In June 1884, the reasonable sum $100 was appropriated to build a city park, which today is known as Bandshell Park.[74]
 One of Sheldon’s most significant acts during his first term was to work to raise assessed values of properties across the city to increase revenue to fund improvements and provide city services. At the April 10, 1885, council meeting several assessments were brought before the council and passed. Unfortunately, from the mayor and council’s point of view, the new assessments did not sit well with some residents. George Tilden, the owner of one of the department stores in town came before the council on April 21 and requested that his assessment be reduced to the levels they had been, and Wallace Greeley, who had founded the Union Bank in 1881,[75] did the same at the April 23 meeting. The mayor and council relented voted to reduce the assessed value of both Tilden and Greeley to former levels.[76] This was not the first time that the Council’s raising assessed values in Ames caused opposition and it would not be the last.
 Although Mayor Sheldon was delayed in pushing forward his desire to increase revenues, it was only momentary. In May 1885 the council passed two new taxes; a 1% on the dollar of assessed value of property owned by Ames residents that went for roads, and a 3% on the dollar of assessed value of property for the general fund.[77] At the end of his term Parley Sheldon began moves for the most important civic improvement in Ames to date, negotiations with Washington Township for the building of a city hall.[78]
 Just weeks before the city began to work towards building a city hall, an event occurred that helped to change Ames. On January 18, 1886, a fire broke out on the north side of the 300 block of Onondaga.[79] It began in the back of K. W. Brown’s clothing store and soon spread to W. W. Booth’s building right next door and finally the Thomas Brother’s store. The fire was of such duration that the fire companies of both Boone and Nevada were called and actually arrived to help fight and extinguish the majority of the flames,[80] although the Intelligencer reported that Miss Dix’s store had nearly a ton and a half of hard coal in the basement of her business that was still smoldering a week later.[81] Not only were the losses suffered by the businesses nearly total, when the damages were tallied they totaled $18,500; a staggering sum for the small community.
 The fact that these three were all brick buildings was difficult for the Intelligencer to bear and the paper was frustrated with the fact that Ames had no water system with which to fight the fire. The paper also noted that no one could be sure if the blaze was accidental or set by an “incendiary.” The fire was so devastating that several of the businesses were completely ruined, including the telephone company who simply pulled up their equipment and left Ames.
 Into this difficult situation in March of 1886 Captain Merrill C. Jones replaced Sheldon as mayor. Jones was born in 1842 in Vermont and enlisted in the Federal army in November 1861.[82] He served in the Department of the South during the Civil War, being discharged for a disability in the summer of 1863.[83]
 Following the war, Jones stayed in the west and drifted to Iowa where he found work as a Station Master for the C&NW from 1874. He lived in Clinton, Mechanicsville and Wheatland before moving to Ames. He was heavily involved in the Masonic movement throughout his adult life.[84] He does not seem to have been in Ames before 1885. Jones appears to have been a man with great charm and charisma, and these qualities allowed him to rise quickly in local affairs. He first appears in the records of the Masonic Lodge after his election as the Worshipful Master, or head of the local lodge, in January 1886.[85] His leadership of the Arcadia Lodge in Ames corresponds with a substantial expansion in membership.[86] He seems to have stood for law and order, and the Intelligencer reported on March 18 that one of his first acts as mayor ordered city marshal W. C. Shockley to see to the enforcement of the ordinance on billiard halls.[87]
 [image: ]Merrill Jones’s time in Ames was brief but eventful. He spent an eventful term as mayor in 1886 trying to raise property tax assessments that led to a great upsurge of protest by the wealthy of Ames. Death from Tuberculous cut short his term of office and his impact on city affairs in 1887. Law and order notwithstanding, Jones’s first substantive act as mayor was to deal with the issue of local taxation.[88]
 To this end the city council met four days in succession between April 5 and April 8. At the April 6 meeting the committee on the building of the city hall reported that Washington Township saw no difficulties with Ames building a city hall, but the great controversy of the Jones administration began two days later at the April 8 council meeting where the council made new assessments for tax purposes. Although modifying assessment values was a usual part of council business, in 1886 the council made radical adjustments of the wealthiest citizens in town. Wallace Greeley’s assessment on his personal property was raised from $235 to $5,000. His Union National Bank’s assessed value went from $14,000 to $16,000. George Tilden’s assessment went from $6,177 to $7,500, and David Bigelow & Company’s assessed value went from $6,500 to $7,500.[89]
 Although the reasons behind these massive adjustments in tax assessments are unclear. It may be that the increased revenue from the property taxes would help rebuild the downtown, or that the money would go toward the new City Hall, or perhaps the mayor and the new council were wishing to make a point that certain members of the community needed to pay their fair share of tax. What is clear, however, is that these new assessments especially in the wake of the January fire raised massive amounts of opposition among the great and the good of Ames. At the next council meeting on April 19, both Wallace Greeley and David Bigelow came before the council, objecting to the large increase in their assessments. In both cases motions were made and supported to uphold the said increases, but the minutes then noted that the motions were withdrawn.[90] The council met again two days later and although Bigelow & Co.’s along with George Tilden’s assessment were moderately reduced from $7,500 to $7,000, Wallace Greeley was able to get his personal assessment reduced from $5,000 to its original level of $235.[91]
 The Intelligencer took much more interest in these city council meetings than they had in council proceedings for years, even going so far as to print a story on the council decisions following each of the meetings. The editors were clearly unimpressed with Captain Greeley and his actions at the city council on April 21, and they told their readers in a very un-Intelligencer-like manner that Greeley achieved this reduction in his assessment through, “falsehood, misrepresentation, intimidation, and cheek in bulldozing the council” into lowering his assessment. “Let it not be forgotten,” the paper continued that, “the richest man in Ames, has only $235 worth of personal property.”[92]
 All the rancor over property taxes and the damage from the January fire notwithstanding, Mayor Jones pressed forward to make the Ames city hall project a reality. By July 12, 1886 the council passed Ordinance #89 that resulted in the building of the city hall.[93] The loss of the telephone exchange was a substantial blow, but it was only a temporary one that the city recovered from in 1887 when Judge John Stevens—seemingly by the force of his own will—brought the phone company back to town.[94]
 By November 1 the mayor could report to the council that the city hall was complete and hopefully things would move forward for the better. Sadly, for Merrill Jones, that was not to be. He took sick in the winter of 1886/87. The Intelligencer reported it as “consumption” or tuberculosis. His last recorded attendance at the city council was on February 7, 1887, after which he left for Florida where it was hoped that the pleasant climate would restore his health. After two months in the Florida sun, he returned to Ames and his health continued to decline. The Intelligencer proved to be a harbinger of his death and Jones passed away peacefully on May 27, 1887, at the age of 45.[95]
 Jones’s death necessitated a by-election for a new mayor. This was handled by the council in 1887 and the two candidates were, perhaps not surprisingly, business owners who had been so affronted by the increase in property tax assessments the previous spring: Wallace Greeley and George Tilden. Greeley won and took up office finishing out Jones’s term as mayor. Aside from passing Ordinance #90 that created a sidewalk on the north side of State Street, little was done except pay bills.[96] It is also clear that property tax assessments during this year were pretty minimal and the city found itself short of revenue.[97]To raise the cash needed to operate and pay debts had to raise $1,200 from the sale of town bonds “in anticipation of revenues.”[98] The city suffered another setback in two years by an even greater fire that swept through the business district on October 4, 1887.
 This second fire began in the old Opera House, located on the north side of Onondaga.[99] Apparently, the fire had smoldered for several hours before bursting into flames about 1:00 am. By 2:00 am the Intelligencer reported the Opera House was a sheet of flame. As Anna Graves, a witness to the event, reported it: “There was no fire department, there was nothing to do but let it burn.”[100] The fire was fanned by western winds and by the end of the day three more buildings to the east of the Opera House, virtually the entire remaining business district, lay in ruins.[101] The fact that Ames had not seen fit to create either a standing or volunteer fire department meant that townspeople were reduced to fighting the fire with buckets from nearby streams and wells. To say the least this was ineffective. The damage to Ames as a town was far greater than the loss of brick buildings. The Intelligencer reported that between the two fires of 1886 and 1887 the city had suffered losses totaling $36,000—less than half of which was covered by insurance.[102] The response of the city was slow, but sure. On December 5, two months and more after the conflagration, the city council instructed the committee on streets to purchase 23 buckets, 1 hook, “sufficient quantity of rope” and two axes in case of fire.[103]
 In March 1888 Wallace Greeley was elected mayor by a landslide.[104] It seems that his campaign was a reaction against what Mayor Jones had wished to achieve during the two years of his administration. The same reduction in property tax assessments that Greeley’s administration had pushed through in 1887 they continued in 1888. Throughout 1888 the city council investigated the building of a waterworks to combat the evil of fire, but by November the council found they were again short of capital to operate. Rather than levy another bond issue, this time the council resolved to send the mayor and city recorder to the Union National Bank and secure a loan of $350.00 at 10% interest for a six-month note.[105] Definitions of conflict of interest were different in the local politics of the 1880s then they are in our own time, but it does seem more than a bit incongruous for the mayor to be negotiating a loan from his own bank.
 The spring of 1889 saw Greeley re-elected as mayor in a close race with R. J. Sisson. Greeley’s election in March was followed by another round of reducing most property tax assessments in April, and then reducing the rate of city tax to 3 cents on the dollar of value in August. Frugal civic government and the extension of the city limits to the north characterized Greeley’s last year as mayor. The expansion of the city up to modern day 13th street did not add a great amount of property to the city, but it did set a precedent. For the first time Ames had expanded its boundaries to add new territory to the city, it would not be the last.
 In the spring of 1890 new mayoral elections were held and Parley Sheldon came in for a second stint as mayor. His first term between 1884 and 1886 had seen a great amount, of civic improvements and it seems that Sheldon was determined to pick up where he left off. In his first meeting as mayor the council made improving the streets in town a top priority, and then they moved on to deal with sanitation. In April the council passed Ordinance #92 that dealt with the sale and use of firearms and fireworks within the city. Later in the month the mayor and council undertook the annual reassessment of property tax values and unlike the previous two years most valuations went up, thus guaranteeing increased revenue for the year. This was followed in late April by Ordinance #93 that dealt with fire protection.
 During these two years of the decade Ames struggled to rebuild the business district, and it may be that the low tax rates of 1888 and 1889 helped in this effort. In 1890 Greeley acquired the land on the corner of Onondaga and Kellogg and George Tilden acquired the land right to the west of it.[106] The brick buildings that they built still stand at the time of this writing, although both Greeley’s bank and Tilden’s department store are but hazy memories.
 When William Allen wrote his History of Story County in 1887, he listed with pride the improvements for 1886 in each town in the county and how much had been spent on these upgrades. Ames’s improvements, both public and private, totaled $9,675, while Nevada spent almost twice as much putting in $16,250 to enhance their town.[107] It is, perhaps, one of the greatest paradoxes in the history of Ames that the presence of the railroad did not spur the growth of the city in the 1880s. Even though in 1886 the Intelligencer could crow that Ames had “fourteen daily passenger trains, west, south, east and north and about forty freights,”[108] growth in the town was hardly impressive. When the next census came in 1890 it demonstrated that Ames had attained practically no growth at all. When the census bureau tallied the number of citizens, they found a total population of 1,276—a growth over 1880 of a mere 123 citizens, or .09%. Although the towns of any size nearest Ames were both county seats and had different advantages over Ames, in the same decade, Boone had very nearly doubled in population over the same period from 3,300 to 6,520, and Nevada was heading for 2,000—a number that it would reach in 1892 much to the frustration of the Ames Times.[109]
 In terms of civic improvements in the 1880s both Ames’s nearest neighbors far outpaced Ames. Boone had added a waterworks in 1884,[110] Nevada added the same in 1888 for the cost of $12,000.[111] Nevada had opened a public library in 1879, and the patronage of the library was such that by 1886 Nevada re-founded the library and enlarged the collection. Nevada had built an Opera House in 1877 and a fire station/city hall in 1881.[112] Both Nevada and Boone had hospitals, and the main streets of Nevada were illuminated by streetlights.[113] In terms of capital available for investment in 1890, Nevada had two banks with a combined value of $70,000.[114]
 By contrast, as the new decade dawned on January 1, 1890, Ames was a place with no opera house, no centralized sewage system, no standing fire department,[115] no water works, no streetlamps, no electricity, no public library, no hospital, and no reliable public transportation. Ames did have two banks, but their combined valuation in 1890 was barely $35,000,[116] or $1,000 less than the combined losses suffered in the fires of 1886/87. Because of the two major conflagrations in the last years of the decade almost all the available capital in the city was tied up in the efforts to rebuild the downtown. This left Ames as a town with no paved streets, Onondaga or Main St. was not paved until 1910,[117] and a town that seemed mired in the mud. The town was sundered from the Agricultural College by the Ioway valley. Although discussions of a better transport system between the college and city had been ongoing for over a decade, since the faculty asked the Trustees for a team of horses to improve communication between the two, nothing substantial had been achieved towards transforming those conversations into reality.[118] Of all the items, arguments, and institutions that filled the pages of the city council minutes in the 1880s one institution is almost completely absent: IAC. There were no college faculty who served as council members, and although Professor Budd owned a massive house in Ames and Professor Wynn lived in town and walked to campus every day regardless of weather, they did not take an active part in the Ames political community.
 If the 1880s in Ames were a time of general listlessness, tepid moves forward, some political conflict, and recovery from serious fires, for IAC they were a decade of stagnation fraught with disasters in leadership which culminated in resistance and finally violent confrontations on campus. Most of the problems IAC faced in these years resulted from the same isolation that so struck Senator Gue in 1869. Although there were some, like Frank Leverett from the class of 1885 who thought that; “The situation of the college, remote from the city, is such that students who wish the entertainment and excitement of city life and who are not very devoted to study, are not inclined to be in attendance,”[119] their numbers were few and their voices drowned out by a chorus of students and faculty who were of the opposite opinion across the 1880s.
 The Welch administration that had weathered the storm of the mid-1870s began to run out of steam by the early 1880s. In May 1882 the Trustees’ ordered the president to close arrangements with the C&NW for inserting a switch and spur off the main line on the college farm. Building a spur line would have allowed for the efficient movement of livestock and freight, and the Trustees ordered Welch to negotiate for a 33 1/3% reduction in the normal cost for freight delivery to campus from the railroad because they thought the standard prices were too expensive.[120] Exactly how Chicago & North Western executives might have perceived this rather bold demand on the part of the college is unknown, and in any event Welch never got the chance to actually negotiate this charge from the Trustees.
 The old antagonisms over the perceived movement of the institution away from an agricultural and mechanical school to an institution with a broader based curriculum resurfaced in 1881 and 1882 with renewed vigor. Old fights were renewed with new fighters and Welch’s position became increasingly insecure. In 1882 President Welch received an invitation from the United States Commissioner of Agriculture to tour European agricultural schools and report back on how they were administered. This “year abroad” seemed to be a good way of helping to calm down what had become a volatile situation and Welch accepted the offer. Sadly, his absence only allowed the president’s opponents a better opportunity to plot his demise.
 Professor Charles Bessey served as interim president while Welch was on his European tour. In the spring of 1883, the anti-Welch faction succeeded in getting the Trustees to summarily remove Adonijah Welch from the presidency and replaced him with one of his most vocal opponents, Seaman Knapp.
 The high-handed way this “cabal of faculty members, trustees, and some farm groups” acted in removing Welch convinced the “adaptable and brilliant” Charles Bessey to resign from IAC and move west to Nebraska.[121] While Knapp had attained the office he and his friends desired, he did not get to long enjoy the fruits of his victory. The Trustees also mandated that the presidency would change on an annual basis. In 1885 Knapp gave way to Leigh Hunt as President of IAC.
 	[image: ]Seaman Knapp and his supporters dedicated to an Agricultural Curriculum succeeded in driving Welch from the presidency in 1883, but soon found they could not pursue such a narrow academic focus without destroying the institution.  	[image: ]Leigh Hunt was young and energetic, but his skills did not match the job he was given by the Trustees. He spent a relatively miserable year as president before moving west.  
  
 Hunt was young, just 30, and while he had been successful in school administration at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, he had no experience in higher education.[122] His “personal rule” as Earle Ross saw it, was more like a high school principal dealing with teachers than a college president working with colleagues.[123] Hunt was far more concerned with the trappings of IAC’s presidency than the task at hand which was a difficult one. As one contemporary student noted, these years were a period of “dissention and failure [that] had produced highly unfavorable conditions at the college.”[124] Hunt’s wife and biographer thought that the faculty divided into two factions “each headed by an ex-president” who could only agree on how to “obstruct in every way the innovations of the new young President.”[125]
 Whether or not Jessie Noble Hunt remembered things exactly when she wrote the biography of her husband in 1947 when she was 85 years old I will leave for others to debate, but the fight to which she referred, of course, was over the same issues that had dogged the Welch administration. Legislators, farm organizations, and some alumni fanned the smoldering cinders of these old fights. Whether or not Hunt’s term could have been extended by the Trustees, it seems that he was only too happy to hand over the presidency when his one year in office came to an end. Thus, in 1886 the Trustees were again looking for a new president. By this time, they had decided that changing chief executive officers on an annual basis was as unproductive as it was disruptive to the normal administration of the college, and they sought a president who would stay for an extended term.
 [image: ]William Isaac Chamberlain. Although the photo is from later in his life, his steely eyed gaze gives a good indication of the resolve and the purpose of the man. This interminable intra-collegiate warfare was brought to a head in the person of the new President, the fourth in four years, William Isaac Chamberlain. He entered the office in the autumn of 1886.
 Born in 1837, Chamberlain was from Ohio with a distinguished career behind him. He had been a successful farmer, served for a brief period as a professor of agriculture at Michigan Agricultural College, and had been Secretary of Agriculture for his home state since 1879. With practical, educational, and administrative experience he seemed to the Board of Trustees to be the perfect fit for IAC. Although Pamela Riney-Kehrbeg described him as “a peacemaker,” it seems from Chamberlain’s own correspondence, his actions, and from things remembered about him and his presidency that such was not the case.[126]
 The job William Chamberlain walked into was an extremely volatile one. The evils and hatreds that had divided the college community and driven Welch from office had not passed or been resolved, but the arguments over a narrow agricultural or a broader curriculum were only one aspect of an ever-revolving kaleidoscope of issues.[127] Just when it seemed clarity could be achieved on one issue, the kaleidoscope turned and resulted in complete chaos. A second issue to plague Chamberlain’s presidency was just as contentious as the arguments over the breadth of the curriculum or a focus on agriculture, and it came from the student body. There was a vocal faction of students who wished to bring fraternities and sororities to campus. The presence of Greek Letter Societies could have greatly eased the burden on the college of both room and board. But an equally vocal faction of the student body that saw fraternities and sororities as “secret societies” that were both anti-democratic and anti-Christian. This second group revolted against what they called “secret men” and their Greek letter institutions. The faculty who was already divided over the issue of which type of education IAC should offer were just as divided over the issue of fraternities and sororities. A third issue that complicated the situation for Chamberlain centered on enrollment and on the college’s physical plant. Simply put, there were too many students and not enough room. Living in cramped quarters for weeks and months on end was bound to lead to problems and it did. The President’s pleas to the legislature for money to build new buildings fell on deaf ears until 1890 when money was granted to build Morrill Hall. Until the new structure could be built Chamberlain tried to deal with these problems by instituting and enforcing a series of rather draconian rules that further alienated him from the students.[128] A fourth layer of complexity facing Chamberlain was something that lay beyond his control, and apparently even his knowledge. It seems that even as early as 1889 there were powerful forces in the state outside of the college that were pressing for Chamberlain’s removal and replacement with William Beardshear, then president of Western College in Toledo, Iowa.
 Last, and adding a very personal component to Chamberlain’s presidency, centered on who William Chamberlain was as a human being. With all these very difficult and contentious issues in play the college desperately needed a president who possessed patience, tact, and the ability to work with those of divergent points of view. From judging William Chamberlain’s career both before and after his time at IAC, there is no doubt that he did indeed possess each one of these qualities in abundance, but there is also no doubt that each one of these qualities completely deserted him during the four years of his presidency at IAC. Chamberlain earned a reputation early in his time at the college for high-handed behavior, favoritism, and for micromanaging affairs. This, coupled with his conservative ideas as to religion, education, and a devotion to sabbatarianism, were as unpopular as they were outdated.[129] One contemporary student, a future Lieutenant Governor of the State of Iowa, Clement F. Kimball whose time at IAC covered all the four years of Chamberlain’s presidency described him thus:
 He was a high-minded, well-educated and refined man, an assiduous student and a fairly good public speaker. In logic he was strong, intending to be fair and just, but often he deduced conclusions from such erroneous premises that he appeared untrue and unjust. He was a man of great executive ability, but was lacking in tact.[130]

 A similar assessment of Chamberlain came from one of his faculty, Louis Pammel:
 Dr. Chamberlain was not well liked by the students and faculty. He lacked executive ability… Dr. Chamberlain’s standing with the faculty and Trustees did not gain strength, nor did he with the students. The student body felt that he was not reliable, that he would say one thing to one body and something else to another body.[131]
 
 Yet, these problems and issues lay in the future when Chamberlain’s inauguration took place on November 9, 1886. He clearly understood many of the problems facing IAC met them head-on in his inaugural address. Chamberlain “insisted that land grant colleges should be true to the idea of their endowments, especially as related to agriculture,” but he also knew that such institutions must stand for a broader-based curriculum as well. “It now becomes my solemn duty to see that this college is one true to the mechanical arts.”[132] It is clear that Chamberlain remained committed to a broad curriculum to the end of his presidency. Not only do the faculty minutes reflect a broad curriculum for the students, but the president himself was writing letters to the Marshalltown Times-Republican as late as August 4, 1890, rebutting a letter to the editor in the previous week’s edition questioning whether the agricultural college was doing its proper work.[133]
 In the same address the new president outlined pressing needs of the college. It was a theme he would return to again and again throughout his presidency. The issue centered on the problem of growth at IAC and a lack of buildings at the college. Chamberlain told his inaugural audience in 1886 that the college desperately needed a “Ladies Hall” and no less than five houses for faculty. He concluded that the “village of Ames” was too distant for students and faculty to live and be able to take a meaningful part in the life of the college. Chamberlain’s annual reports to the Trustees show a dogged determination to press IAC’s policy makers on the issue of expansion. In his 1887 report Chamberlain again repeated his appeal for a Ladies’ Hall and new housing. The president simply put it that; “We need more room.”[134]
 Again, the president noted that Ames was too far from the college and students had to have room and board on campus, and faculty had to have housing. In Chamberlain’s penultimate report to the Trustees in 1889 he again noted that the college was full and needed more buildings to house students as well as classroom and laboratory space. He noted that the college had been at capacity for the last five years and there was no way with the current physical plant for the college to meet the growing demand for education with the current available space.[135] Finally, in the spring of 1890 Chamberlain’s determination to procure monies for new building projects on campus paid off and the legislature voted sufficient funds to begin the construction of a new, large, building on campus that would house the college library, chapel, and museum, what became known as Morrill Hall.
 Although Chamberlain’s dogged determination to get the legislature to fund more buildings on campus was a success, his relations with the students that had never been particularly good took turn for the worse in the spring of 1887 when the noted suffragist Belva Ann Lockwood came to present a lecture in Ames. Although it might not seem the case at first sight, it is not surprising to find a suffragist of Lockwood’s standing in Iowa in the 1880s. A bill in support of suffrage passed the Fifteenth General Assembly in 1874, and although it failed to reach approval, bills for women’s suffrage had been introduced in the State House nearly every year since. The fact that Iowa seemed very supportive of women’s voting rights combined with the fact that both Judge John L. Stevens and his wife Rowena Edson Stevens were prominent supporters of suffrage, helped to secure Lockwood’s trip to Ames.[136] Lockwood had run for the Presidency in 1884 carrying the banner of the National Equal Rights Party and was preparing to do so again in 1888.[137] On May 3, 1887 she took the rostrum in the old Opera House on Onondaga St. in Ames to “a rather meager but intelligent audience.”[138]
 How deeply Lookwood’s presence in the city insulted President Chamberlain’s sensibilities is not too difficult to gauge. His religious conservatism went hand-in-hand with Republican Party values, and Chamberlain was a friend of former President Rutherford B. Hayes, whom Chamberlain hoped would use his influence to gain him the presidency of Ohio State. In a provocative and unprecedented move, he called the faculty into a meeting on May 3, 1887, at 4 pm and used the faculty to forbid student attendance at Lockwood’s speech that same evening. But, when no fewer than fifty upperclassmen including Clem Kimball attended the event in open defiance of the college president,[139] the students were given a warning for their behavior and their parents were notified.[140] Thus, the relationship between Chamberlain and the student body became tetchy and eventually turned openly hostile.
 The underlying cause of a series of incidents from 1888 to 1890 centered on the desire of quite a few students to bring fraternities to campus. Fraternities and sororities were perceived as a direct challenge to the existing literary societies. These literary societies were more than merely social organizations; they were groups of students who met to debate issues and deliver orations. They were an outlet for student energy and creativity and encouraged by the administration from 1869 and by the autumn of 1888 there were five of them.[141] The increasing desire to add fraternities and sororities to the campus caused much resentment within the student body and inspired both strong emotions and even violent actions.
 One deeply concerning incident occurred on May 25, 1888, when a “disturbance,” or “riot” as Chamberlain called it, also known as the “Cyanogen Affair,” broke out among the students over the issue of colonizing fraternities on campus.[142] President Chamberlain had given the pro-fraternity group permission to gather for a dinner in the Chemistry lab on the third floor of the old Physics and Chemistry building that stood behind Old Main on the evening of May 25, 1888. The fraternity men were allowed to stay out until after 11:00 and to do this with the company of young ladies. These facts incensed many anti-fraternity students, and it was asking a bit much of most students to be in their rooms sleeping after “lights out” at 10:30 while a group of “secret men” partied on in the Chemistry building. Whatever the root cause of the antagonisms, the anti-fraternity faction of the student body was determined to disrupt the meeting.
 [image: ]Engineering Hall (now Lab of Mechanics) on the left with the Old Chemistry Building on the right. On the second floor of the Chemistry building the “Cyanogen Affair” played itself out on the evening of May 25, 1888. This anti-fraternity group of students, perhaps 140 students strong, or roughly half the entire student body, that allegedly included thirty or forty “masked men,” shouted abuse at the banquet-goers, threw rocks at the windows. While this behavior was silly it was not terrible until someone released potentially deadly cyanogen gas into the room below, and then blocked all the doorways out of the Chemistry building. Cyanogen was used often throughout the nineteenth century as a fertilizer and, as an agricultural college, IAC had an abundance of the material. Like all chemicals of the cyanide family, cyanogen is deadly in large enough doses, but most commonly produces coughing, watery eyes, and would lead to nausea and vomiting. Even though it is unlikely that the students who released the gas into the lab that evening intended to murder anyone, the situation was still serious.[143] The pro-fraternity and sorority students were forced to scramble out of windows to avoid the gas and were then met with insults as well as rocks and rotten eggs from the assembled crowd of anti-fraternity students.
 The actions by the anti-fraternity students were clearly inappropriate and criminal. The President brought the Ames City Marshal to campus to investigate. Before Marshal Shockley had concluded his work, the faculty first met to discuss the issue on May 29, but they wisely postponed any action until Ames City Marshal could conclude his criminal investigations.[144]
 Five students—F. E. Davidson, W. E. Bolles, Thomas Kerr, J. Stroud, and A. Lovejoy—were arrested on charges of conspiracy. [145] Yet, when Sheriff Curtis Wood took them to Nevada instead of placing them in jail until trial as one might expect, according to Thomas Kerr the Sheriff appreciating “how easy it is to misunderstand and be entirely mistaken,”  took them to his home and “treated them as honored guests.”[146] The preliminary hearing took place in Nevada before Justice McCarthy and lasted for two days, June 4 & 5.  The Des Moines Register printed a clearly pro-fraternity view of the proceedings while the Des Moines Daily News carried a decidedly anti-fraternity view of the story written by Clem Kimball.[147] All parties were surprised when the judge dismissed all charges on June 5 for lack of evidence.
 On June 4 Judiciary Sub-Committee of the faculty that was charged with overseeing student behavior and which contained Chamberlain himself, told the faculty that they should hear the evidence against that they had collected against the accused perpetrators,[148] and on June 11 the same committee called another faculty meeting to set up the parameters for the trial of the supposed “ring leader,” a sophomore student by the name of Frank E. Davidson.[149] Davidson’s “trial” before the faculty took place on June 17. Witnesses were called and Davidson himself delivered testimony before the entire faculty. When the vote was taken on Davidson’s involvement in the incident, four faculty members voted guilty, but ten voted not guilty.[150]
 Clearly, this was not the verdict that President Chamberlain wanted. Three days later he convened another faculty meeting where he systematically attacked all his opponents among the student body with all the tact of a petulant child. A. L. Graham, who had defied the thrice-repeated rule of the president as to the matter of going on a senior picnic, was suspended for the remainder of the academic year. E. J. Christy, an assistant in the Chemistry lab who had supposedly aided the “rioters” in the Cynaogen Affair was terminated from his position and not allowed back on campus for the remainder of the academic year. Clement Kimball, for his transgressions in attending Belva Lockwood’s speech the previous year, for twice breaking unspecified rules in the current academic year, and for writing articles in the Des Moines Daily News reporting on the Cyanogen Affair, causing injuries to the college, and charging the president with falsehoods was suspended for the rest of the academic year.[151] These suspensions and terminations were only the beginning, for F. E. Davidson had yet to feel Chamberlain’s wrath.
 [image: ]This photo is probably Frank E. Davidson’s senior class photo for what should have been his 1890 graduation but his actual was “delayed” until 1893. His role in the events at IAC in the late 1880s can only be considered significant and President Chamberlain had a strong dislike for him. Professor Burrows rose in the faculty meeting and asked the body to reconsider Davidson’s case. There were two counts in Burrows’ charges: first, that Davidson had been present at the May 25 riot “in disguise;” and second, that he had closed the door and not allowed anyone out of the Cyanogen gas filled room. Whatever tactics President Chamberlain used to change the minds of the faculty to vote differently on the Davidson case, they were certainly effective. When the vote on the first count, Davidson being present “in disguise” was taken, eight of the faculty voted guilty and only five voted not guilty. It is worthy of note that the faculty minutes reflect that President Chamberlain voted in the affirmative.[152]
 One count of guilty was apparently all that was needed, because rather than proceed to the second count, a new motion was taken up to suspend Davidson for the remainder of the academic year. A vote of 9 yeas to 4 nays drove Davidson from the college. Here too the faculty minutes reflect that President Chamberlain voted with the majority.[153] Quite clearly, whatever lay between Davidson and Chamberlain was personal and the president was not above abusing the powers of his own office and misusing the legitimate power structures of the college to achieve his ends.
 Having won a victory of sorts by this tour de force, Chamberlain found himself in an increasingly difficult situation throughout the last eighteen months of his presidency. The dwindling number of students interested in a heavily agricultural curriculum lead the college to drop the Bachelor of Scientific Agriculture degree in 1888.[154] From now on all students who had an emphasis in agriculture would receive a Bachelor of Science degree. This angered many powerful agricultural elements in the state. Chamberlain and his supporters among the faculty soon found themselves on the defensive trying to explain why the college dropped the degree of Scientific Agriculture and how the broad curriculum supported agricultural education. Unfortunately for Chamberlain and his allies, they failed to convince their critics.[155] While the president and his supporters worked staunchly defended their stance on a broad curriculum outside the institution, issues within IAC became even more volatile. On March 4, 1889, the President published a new set of rules of conduct for the students to follow. “The Rules” were printed on a card and placed on every door in the residential portion of the college and they were not to be defaced or tampered with under pain of prosecution.[156] Whatever the details of the climate were within the walls of IAC for most of these last eighteen months of Chamberlain’s presidency will likely never be uncovered, but several things are clear. First, is that there was an uncommon level of familiarity within the college community. This was a by-product of the English educational model that the IAC’s founders had wished to follow. The ideas of education through isolation and the building of character in students as part of the extra curriculum were under assault across the nation in the 1880s and 1890s and IAC was merely part of this broad revolt against the old order.[157] Students could not leave campus unless they had permission, and in any event the transportation network was so poor there was nowhere for them to go and return in a timely fashion. But even the Trustees took note of this and deplored the fact that the faculty in these years had been too open in terms of relaying college affairs with both the students and the “hired help.”
 If involving the students and “hired help” in college politics was deplorable, there were forces outside the college that the president could not control, and apparently never knew about, that conspired to remove him as early as 1888. These forces included former Iowa Supreme Court Justice John Kinney, US Congressman “Tama” Jim Wilson, and Henry Wallace, publisher of one of the most influential agricultural publications in the Midwest. Louis Pammel claimed that these three had been pressing for Chamberlain’s removal from early on in his presidency and they had their own candidate, William Beardshear, then president of Western College in Toledo, Iowa. Pammel further claimed that the three helped Beardshear to leave Western and move to Des Moines as the Superintendent of Public Schools to be in the central Iowa area where he could become better known.[158]
 By 1890 relations between the president and his students had reached a new low. Many of the students perceived the president as being pro-fraternity. The fact that his two sons who were students at IAC at the time had joined Delta Tau Delta in 1888 did not help the president’s standing with the anti-fraternity faction, nor did his willingness to let the Delta Delta Delta sorority colonize at IAC in 1889. It was said that often boos and jeers greeted the president when he spoke in chapel by the anti-fraternity students. It is also clear that on more than one occasion violence among small groups of pro and anti-fraternity students broke out and disrupted classes and labs.[159] In its October 2, 1890, issue the IAC Student noted that four of the existing literary societies had amended their constitutions to expel any and all pro-fraternity members. As a harbinger of things to come the IAC Student wrote in its October 23 issue that fraternities represented the greatest question before the college, and if action was not taken to the contrary, “the only way to settle the question would be for the students to take things into their own hands.”
 By the time commencement exercises approached in November 1890 the students who formed the six literary societies asked permission of the faculty to hold their traditional gathering in the chapel to celebrate the graduates the evening before commencement exercises. This year, however, things were different. The Philaleutheroi Society, the newest literary society composed of those students who had been thrown out of the other literary societies for being pro-fraternity, had received faculty recognition only on October 13. Although they had most of the same rights as the other five existing societies, according to the faculty minutes the Philaleutheroi had waived its right to hold any of their meetings in the chapel. Thus, if they were going to hold their graduation exercises it had to be in a different venue. It seems that the five existing literary societies wanted nothing to do with the Philaleutheroi and perceived their existence as a façade for fraternities and sororities on campus. Whatever the case, the five existing anti-fraternity literary societies were determined to make some sort of statement.
 The faculty seems to have understood the volatility of the issue before them and their minutes for November 4 reflect a majority report and a minority report. Unfortunately, the majority report was never entered into the minutes and the minority report is only four lines long. The minority report was given by Professor Stalker and suggested that the five literary societies without the Philaleutheroi be allowed to hold their gathering in the chapel but that the faculty commend to the five “both the wisdom and justice of joining with the Philaleutheroi” to hold joint exercises in that venue. Colonel Lincoln moved that the faculty adopt the minority report and in doing so try to negotiate some sort of peace between the two student factions. Colonel Lincoln’s suggestion was rejected, and the majority report was adopted by a vote of 12 yeas to 3 nays.
 Although the majority report was not copied into the minutes, given subsequent events, it seems that the majority report allowed what the Aurora reported in its November 18 edition. The paper noted that the five “anti-fraternity” literary societies held their graduation exercises in the chapel as usual, and the pro-fraternity Philaleutheroi Society held their exercises in the Bachelor Hall. But the most significant part of the story in the monthly paper was the notation that the president and the majority of the faculty stayed away from both exercises.[160]
 The absence of Chamberlain and most of his faculty at the student gatherings was probably not a malicious move on their part, but rather their way of trying not to be seen as playing favorites or supporting one side over the other. Whatever the case, Chamberlain and the majority of the faculty misread the situation and for the members of the five “anti-fraternity” literary societies the absence of the president and lion’s share of the faculty from their gathering was one insult too far. The opaqueness of the sources shields the exact nature of the dynamics in play at this point, but it is clear that many things (most of them overreactions on the part of just about everyone involved) happened in rapid succession that brought about a summary end to William Chamberlain’s presidency.
 As the IAC Student reported in its November 18 edition:
 The President and the majority of the faculty remained away from the literary society graduation Saturday evening [November 8]. The result was that on Sunday two-thirds of the senior class with four-fifths of all the students "bolted" the baccalaureate.[161]
 
 Such a public display of dissatisfaction with President Chamberlain, who gave the baccalaureate sermon, on the part of the students could not have come at a worse time. Commencement exercises, of course, were a moment when the college was full of the Board of Trustees, friends and family of the graduates, alumni, and honored guests that in 1890 happened to include Governor Boies as the featured commencement speaker.
 To further compound an already bad situation the faculty minutes reflect that a petition signed by all the members of the five anti-fraternity literary societies had been given to the Trustees on either November 9 or 10, which they, in turn, sent to the faculty with full power to act.[162] President Chamberlain’s reaction to this stressful situation can best be illustrated by the fact that he called the faculty into emergency meetings on November 11 and November 12. They first demanded that the senior students apologize to the entire faculty for their behavior, or their diplomas would be withheld. Of course, this was an empty threat made by an administration that had lost complete control of the situation. About half a dozen names of the senior class are recorded as having come and apologized either in person or via letter to the faculty, but there were 41 graduates that year, and there is no way of knowing if they all apologized or not for failing to attend the Baccalaureate service.[163]
 Yet, there was one last act in this drama to be performed. One of the last items on the agenda for the November 12 faculty meeting considered new charges against F. E. Davidson. After his suspension in 1888 Davidson had returned to IAC had completed the curriculum, written a senior thesis, and was due to graduate in 1890. Yet, before Davidson could graduate, James A. Shelton, who had graduated in 1889, appeared to accuse Davidson of plagiarizing an oration that he gave his junior year and for which Davidson won a prize.[164] The motivations behind this entire episode are unclear. It may have been that as he had in 1888, Davidson was the principal force behind the student boycott of the Baccalaureate service that would have earned him much enmity. There also seems to be no motivation for Shelton to make his charges. Whether or not Davidson’s junior oration was plagiarized is difficult to tell considering it was given in an oral presentation. Shelton claimed Davidson lifted the entire piece, word for word, and after being brought before the faculty the minutes show that Davidson admitted to using some of the other work in his piece. This time the faculty voted to expel Davidson from the college on the grounds of academic dishonesty.[165]
 Although the thoughts of the faculty and students regarding Chamberlain’s presidency have only been sparsely recorded, those of William Chamberlain were. In February 1920, three decades after the events described above and a bare four months before his death, Chamberlain responded to a letter from Edgar Stanton who was in the process of gathering information for a semi-centennial history of ISC. Then Dean Stanton asked the former president for his recollections. Simply put, Stanton probably got more than he wished. Chamberlain attacked just about everyone he could remember at ISC in his letter to Stanton, including Stanton himself, and reminded his former employee in no uncertain terms that the end of his presidency “was a victory of the mob, (headed by that utter liar Davidson) over the President of the college,” and that he resigned the presidency “at the request of the Trustees.”[166] Near the end of his letter the former president wrote several sentences that are telling of the violent emotions that this period in his life evoked in William Chamberlain thirty years after the events,
 I have written several pretty popular stories for the Ohio Farmer; the latest lately, for $175. One some years ago had a character, “Dareirson” pictured for Davidson and which turned out (in the story) as ought to have been done.
 
 Last, and by no means least, as Chamberlain closed his letter, he threw one more sharply pointed barb at Stanton himself: “I will mail it [the story mentioned above] to if you spend the five hours necessary to read it and tell me what you think of it.”[167]
 As if the student issue was not enough the Board of Trustees also had to face a visit from a very unhappy group of representatives from the Iowa Farm Alliance who were upset over the abandonment of the degree in Scientific Agriculture. It was now clear, especially since the Trustees were all on campus for commencement exercises that Chamberlain could no longer be effective in the presidency. On the evening of November 13 Chamberlain went before the Trustees of the College in Executive Session and resigned; he took eight of the faculty with him.[168]The Aurora wrote of this episode: “there must have been a ‘landslide’ somewhere, for the next term we will have eight new instructors and a new president.”[169] His resignation was unusual in that it took effect immediately.[170] With Chamberlain safely gone, The Aurora could give vent to student frustrations with impunity. In their April 29, 1891, issue the editors wrote: “The impulse started by the general revolution and reconstruction policy of last winter, had been transmitted through the entire circuit of college life. We do not pause here to question the wisdom of the change made. We needed a ‘house-cleaning’ and we have profited by it.” [171]
 Throughout the 1880s Ames and the college were two separate communities. The City Council minutes rarely mention the college and no college faculty were involved in city politics in any meaningful way. The college lay over the Ioway two miles to the west and the city seemed to like it that way. Just as the city was too busy with its own affairs to deal with the college in any meaningful way in the 1880s, the same may be seen on the college side of the coin. Ames was rarely mentioned in official documents, and oftentimes when it was named it was to note that the “village” of Ames was too far away from campus to be of any use. The isolation that IAC's founders thought would be such a benefit to education increasingly became a curse. Moving to and from campus was often difficult and time-consuming. This worked both ways. Not only was it difficult for students to leave and return, but it was also difficult for important agriculturalists in the state to visit the college to see its workings and consult with members of the faculty and administration. Thus, much of what occurred on campus was confined to hearsay and letters in the newspapers and agricultural publications. With these as the only sources of readily available information it is not surprising that passions were aroused in the Farm Alliance and other agricultural groups against the perceived direction that IAC was moving. Most of the students did not wish to pursue a strict agricultural education and the expansion of the curriculum meant students needed to travel away from campus to perform their research. Too many students in cramped quarters for long periods without an effective way to move to and from campus to relieve frustrations caused tempers to flare and passions to be aroused—invariably for the worse.
 The internal struggles that wracked the college from 1883 to 1890 nearly tore the fabric of the institution asunder. By the autumn of 1890 the college seemed to be locked in bitter conflict with the Farm Alliance, powerful agricultural publications in the state, with members of its own faculty, and with a majority of the student body. But there were powerful interests in the state who believed that they had the man to change the system and provide the stability that would lead to growth and success. In the difficult days of December 1890 and January 1891 all sides agreed that their chosen successor, William M. Beardshear, at this point Superintendent of the West Des Moines Public Schools become the new President of IAC. At the same time, and unrelated to all the issues, fights, and disagreements relayed in this chapter one of the “Old Grads,” Judge John Loomis Stevens from the class of 1872 was working on a plan to build an electric railway between Ames and IAC. He took his guide from the senior thesis of two engineering students and worked to make their plan and his dream a reality. Beardshear and Stevens shared a Progressive vision and unquenchable energy. The synergy of these two would set Ames and the college on a path to become one community, and the genesis of that move is where we shall turn in the next chapter.
 Appendix I
 RULES
 OF THE
 Iowa Agricultural College
 GENERAL REMARKS
  
 Students are expected to obey the laws of the land, to conform to the usages of good society, to respect the rights of property, and to maintain the good order, quietness and regularity essential to success in college work. Out of this general principle grow the following.
  
 SPECIAL REGULATIONS
 	Students are required to attend regularly and quietly all college exercises assigned to them, unless excused on account of ill health, necessity or other urgent reason.
 	Students are not allowed to visit, or receive visitors in their rooms, during study hours. “Study hours” include all hours of recitation from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., as well as evening hours from seven to half-passed nine, except on Saturday and Sunday. The bell indicates these hours and should be promptly obeyed.
 	Students are required to secure the consent of the Faculty before forming any literary or other society of association; to hold regular sessions of such societies at or before the ringing of the first retiring bell; to return to their rooms immediately on adjournment; to hold adjourned and special meetings only with the consent of the President of the college and announced from the college rostrum; to refrain from disturbing such meetings thus held, as well as all college exercise and study hours, by unnecessary noise; and to refrain from playing on musical instruments during study and recitation hours and on Sunday, except under the direction of the music teacher. Also to board and room in the college unless excused for good reason by vote of the faculty.
 	Students are forbidden to go out riding or driving without the President’s consent; and to leave the college grounds except after registering with the President or the Preceptress. The rules of registration are posted above the books provided for registration. But on Saturday students may visit Ames without registering.
 	Students are forbidden to carry concealed weapons; to use lights other than electric, except by the expressed permission of the Steward or the Preceptress; to handle explosives except as required by the Professor of Chemistry in Laboratory work; to discharge firearms except under the direction of the military department; to kill birds or destroy their nests on the college domain.
 	Students are forbidden to visit any billiard hall, saloon or gambling place; to gamble or play cards; to use tobacco or intoxicants; to destroy, deface or injure college property or buildings.
 	Students are forbidden to remove any furniture from any recitation or any other public room except with the permission of the President or Steward
 
 SOCIAL REGULATIONS
 	Social intercourse between ladies and gentlemen is restricted (except by express permission of the President or Preceptress) to the Chapel, the adjacent hall, the Crescent room and the College Campus; and is limited to SOCIAL RECREATION HOURS. The “College Campus” includes the ornamental grounds that lie easterly of the Main Building and within the outer curved gravel drive, together with the knoll southeast of the main college bridge. The front porch is for the use of ladies only, except during military drill on Wednesday and Friday afternoons, and during “social hours” on Saturday afternoons. “Social Recreation Hours” are as follows: On Saturday from 3 o’clock p.m. until the bell for societies, about seven p.m. On other days except Sunday, the noon hour form 12 to 1 and the evening hours from chapel until the ringing of the first study bell. But students must be prompt at all meals and exercises, and not remain on the campus after it grows dark on Spring and Autumn evenings.
 	On the Sabbath, students are expected to observe the quiet and good order appropriate to that day and customary in Christian communities. There are no “Social Recreation Hours” on the Sabbath.
 
 REMARKS. Special regulations for the boarding department, library, recitations, lectures and shop and laboratory practice will be announced by the professor of officer in charge of each.
 A card-board copy of these rules is put up on the inside of the door of each college room, and should not be removed or defaced.
 N.B.—Student who will not quietly obey the rules of the college cannot remain members of it. Especially; destroying, defacing, or injuring any college building or property, discharging explosives or
 By order of the Trustees and Faculty.
 W. I. Chamberlain, President
 Ames, Iowa, March 1889.
  
 ❧
  
 From Faculty Minutes, Book B, 1879–1889, March 4, 1889, p. 335.
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