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		6.2 Perspectives on the Veterinarian's Role—From Veterinarians and Producers

					Delaine Quaresma and Katie Steneroden

			

	
				 Frequently highlighted issues from veterinarians and producers noted in recent literature and surveys from the U.S. and U/K include:
 	Lack of formal veterinary education on O/A principles and practices
 	Lack of O/A specific resources to learn from
 	Mixed feelings of veterinarians on being able to meet organic producers’ needs
 	The belief that O/A care lacks science-based evidence
 	Mistrust of producers and their reluctance to seek veterinary help
 	Producers waiting too long to call for services leads to welfare concerns, resulting in veterinarians’ inability to help animals in time
 
 Frequently highlighted issues from the producer’s perspective include:
 	O/A producers consider their animals healthier with less need for veterinary care
 	Other sources (other O/A producers, online sources, etc.) are available with knowledge and experience in non-traditional care and treatments
 	The perceived negative mindset of vets toward organic agriculture (Duval et al., 2016; Sorge et al., 2019; Steneroden, 2021)
 	Lack of perceived value of the role of a veterinarian on their farm because O/A don’t use conventional products and medicines (Duval et al., 2016)
 
 Interestingly, these perspectives have a common thread. Both parties seek to be respected for their knowledge, beliefs, and approach to animal care. Not surprisingly, seeking help or advice from someone is difficult if one does not feel that the other person sees, understands, or respects their goals. Similarly, it isn’t easy to help someone achieve something without seeing, understanding, or respecting their goals.
 Much of this relates to perspective. Shifting perspective, not necessarily beliefs, can help. As a veterinarian, put yourself in the shoes of O/A farmers. Putting oneself in another’s shoes does not mean they will fit well or be liked. What it does mean is that you now have the shared experience of understanding the goals and practices of the O/A farmer.
 Veterinarians can do this with O/A clients by educating themselves and by listening to their clients with an open mind. This is the best way to learn, build relationships, and work towards veterinarians becoming a more valuable resource for all clients.
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		Introduction

								

	
				We hope you find value in this open-access book.
 — Katie Steneroden, CFSPH
 This book started out as a free online continuing education course. 480 participants from 40 countries completed 780 hours of free CE during the 2 years it was offered. Minor revision has allowed it to become a freely available, open-access book for all.
 This book was the work of many hands. In the Acknowledgments section of this text is a long list of the individuals who contributed to the online CE course and/or the final Pressbooks version of these materials. The list includes CFSPH experts from our IT and Graphics departments, veterinary staff and program management team. Advisory groups from two USDA grants provided relevant content, reviewed chapters, and provided valuable feedback and practical support.
 
	

			
			


		
	
		
			
	
		

		3.0 Prevention: Proactive, Practical Measures that Prioritize Animal Health
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		3.7 Minimize Exposure to Disease

					Katie Steneroden

			

	
				 Disease prevention practices are essential for maintaining and promoting animal health. Having areas to isolate or quarantine animals, maintaining a closed herd, good cleaning and disinfection protocols, good grazing management, and limiting visitor contact with animals (particularly if visitors are livestock professionals or have been around livestock recently) help prevent disease introduction and spread in the herd (Coffey & Baier, 2012). This is an area where veterinarians can be helpful as consultants for O/A farms.
 The Livestock Project has assembled several self-assessment checklists, templates, and handouts to assist O/A farmers and ranchers prepare for disease prevention. The tools are not substantially different from those developed for conventional farms but attempt to be sensitive to the needs and desires of alternative and organic livestock and poultry farmers and ranchers.
 	Guidance for Treating Organic and Alternative Livestock
 	Tip sheet for the National Organic Program’s (NOP) Pasture Rule
 	Animal Health Conversation Starters
 	Disaster and Emergency Planning for Small Farms and Ranches: The Basics
 	Step 1: Movement Risks and Disease Prevention
 	Step 2: Disease Prevention Self-assessment Checklist
 	Step 3: Disease Prevention Plan Template
 	Frequently Asked Questions on Reportable Animal Diseases for Organic/Alternative Livestock Producers
 	What does a Reportable Disease or Foreign Animal Disease Look Like? Infographic
 	Common Products and Treatments for Organic and Alternative Livestock
 	Health Strategies for Organic Dairy Farms
 	Organic Livestock Requirements (USDA) [PDF]
 	Coleman’s Leadership Styles at a glance [PDF]
 
 
 
	

			
			


		
	