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MAC Announces Spring Meeting

The annual spring meeting of the Mid-
west Archives Conference will be held
May 4-6, 1995, at a new location, the
Midland Hotel in Chicago. A reception
will held on the floor of the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange.

Featured Speaker

This year’s plenary session on Thurs-
day, May 4, will feature Bonnie
Schwid, a forensic document examiner,
who will speak on the topic ‘‘Record
Shenanigans and Fakeries: The Adven-
ture of Detecting Them."’ Archivists,
historians, librarians, museum cura-
tors, manuscript curators, records man-
agers, oral historians, and those with an
interest in preservation and the use of
historic materials are invited to attend
the meeting.

Meeting Program

The 1995 meeting program addresses a
wide variety of archival issues, with
numerous sessions designed to help ar-
chivists understand, evaluate, and ap-
ply new technologies. Session topics
include: minority recruitment, “sell-
ing” the value of various types of archi-
val programs, three-dimensional
objects in the archives, MARC, RLIN,
OCLC and Gopher, deaccessioning,
lobbying for archives, the legal status
of e-mail as a record, preserving elec-
tronic media, professional certification,
oral history, alternative forms of ac-
cess, entrepreneurship in the archives,
the Lincoln Legal Papers Project, and
handling progress and obsolescence in
microcomputer applications.

Workshops

Four workshops will also be held (pre-
registration required): Photographic
Collection Management, Ethics, Fun-
damentals of Collections Development,
and World-Wide Web and the Ar-
chives, are also scheduled.
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Special Events

Special events will include a reception
on the upper trading floor of the Chi-
cago Mercantile Exchange, restaurant
tours to some of the Windy City’s
famed local eateries, and the legendary
MAC Mixer. A number of tours will be
offered to attendees, including the
Newberry Library Archives, the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry Archives,
the Harold Washington Library Center
Collections, an Architecture River
Cruise, Playboy Enterprises Art and
Photograph Collections, historic Bev-
erly Hills/Morgan Park, Graceland
Cemetery, and the south branch area of
the Chicago River, once known in-
famously as ‘‘Bubbly Creek.”

An exhibit area at the Midland Ho-
tel will feature representatives from ar-

chival and library vendors as well as
information on archival publications.

Registration Fees

Registration fees are $28.00 for MAC
members who register by April 13, and
$38.00 for non-members, MAC mem-
bers who register after April 13, and
on-site registrants. For more informa-
tion and registration packets please con-
tact:

Stephen A. Carvell

MAC Local Arrangements

Kraft Foods, Inc.

Archives

6350 Kirk St.

Morton Grove, IL 60053

Phone: (708) 646-2980

Fax: (708) 646-7699

After many years at the Bismarck
Hotel in Chicago, MAC will try out
a new hotel for its Spring 1995
meeting: the Midland Hotel located
at 172 West Adams, also in Chi-
cago’s Loop.

The Midland offers attractive
accommodations, delicious food,
and numerous amenities. Built in
the late 1920s, this ‘‘European-
style hotel features a lobby of
gold-leaf, vaulted arches, and mar-
ble and mahogany accents.

The Midland has been owned
by the same two families since its
establishment, with guest comment
cards sent directly to one of the
owners who lives on site.

The lobby, dining areas, meet-
ing rooms, and guest rooms have
recently been upgraded, remod-
elled, and refurnished. The unob-
structed meeting rooms are
well-decorated, reflecting the
styles of famed Chicago architects.

Spring 1995 MAC Held
at New Hotel!

Guest amenities include:

» Free full breakfast buffet featur-
ing made-to-order eggs and ome-
lets

» Free evening cocktail

» A chocolate-dipped cookie at
your bedside each night

» Fitness facility

» Complimentary daily newspaper

The Midland offers conference
attendees complimentary one-way
English taxi service to downtown
attractions. Free 24-hour access to
the hotel’s ‘‘business center’’ con-
taining a fax machine, PC and
printer, photocopier, and type-
writer can assist session presenters.

Nearby Chicago eateries and
attractions include: Italian Village,
Nick’s Fishmarket, The Berghoff,
Au Bon Pain, Starbuck’s Coffee,
Sears Tower, and the Art Institute.

MAC Newsletter « March 1995 3



MAC News

Joel Wurl, University of Minnesota, Assistant Editor

SUMMARY OF MAC COUNCIL DECISIONS

January 1995 Council Meeting

e Barbara Floyd was appointed chair
of Education Committee

e Michael Bullington was appointed
chair of Archives Committee

e Michele Fagan and Andrea Paul
were appointed to the Tellers Com-
mittee for the 1995 election.

e The Spring 1995 meeting program
was approved.

¢ Council approved adding $3 to meet-
ing registration fees to cover the cost
of liability insurance.

e Pre-registration for both the spring
and fall meetings was set at $28.
Non-members, late and on-site reg-
istrants will pay $38.

e The 1995 budget was approved.

_
—
I13° REMINDERS

MAC Council would like to call special attention to two issues:

¢/ Proposals are strongly encouraged for Fall 1998 (and beyond) MAC
meeting venues. Questions, recommendations, and formal proposals
may be directed to Frank Cook.

¢/ When purchasing archival supplies or equipment, please don’t forget
the several vendors who peddle their wares at MAC meetings or in
our publications. It’s our best way to show them that their ongoing
support of our programs and publications is appreciated.

A task force will be appointed after
the election to review MAC'’s finan-
cial management policy.

Council instructed the treasurer to
transfer $15,000 from MAC's
checking account into a 12-month
CD. Interest derived from the CD
will be added to the Program Inno-
vation Fund.

Council approved a flyer developed
by the Education Committee inviting
institutions to host “‘off-site” MAC
workshops (not adjacent to MAC's
spring or fall meeting.

Council agreed to pursue an invita-
tion to hold a joint meeting with the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives
Conference in the year 2000.

MAC News Notes

Brother Roy Godwin, Provincial Ar-
chivist of the Alexian Brothers, suf-
fered a heart attack in late January and
is now recovering in the Skilled Nurs-
ing Unit of the Alexian Brothers Medi-
cal Center in Elk Grove Village,
Hlinois.

Erik Nordberg has joined the J. Robert
Van Pelt Library staff at Michigan
Technological University as the Local
Collection Archivist, a position funded
by a NHPRC grant. He is providing
access to the records of two major min-
ing company records: the Quincy Min-
ing Company and the Calumet and
Hecla Consolidated Mining Company.

This position coordinates the use of
Michigan Technological University
Archives and Copper Country Histon-
cal Collections with the newly estab-
lished Keweenaw National Historical
Park and develops a five year Plan of
Work to process the collections. Al-
though he is a Michigan native, Erik
Nordberg previously worked as the ar-
chivist at Indiana University at South
Bend.

A book sponsored by the Society of
Ohio Archivists has won the Research
Award from the Ohio Library Founda-
tion. From History to Pre-History—
Archivists Face the Future: Essays in
Honor of the 25th Anniversary of the
Society of Ohio Archivists addresses

(continued on page 17)

MAC Newsletter (ISSN 0741-0379) is published four times each year by the the Midwest Archives Conference.
Editorial submissions should be sent on diskette in IBM format to editor John Daly, Illinois State Archives, Springfield,
IL 62756, or by fax to 217-524-3930. All submissions should be received no later than the 15th of the month preceding
each issue. Please send address changes to Becky Haglund Tousey, Kraft General Foods Incorporated, Archives
Department, 6350 Kirk Street, Morton Grove, IL 60053. Memberships and renewals should be sent to Stephen
McShane, Indiana University Northwest, Calumet Regional Archives 3400 Broadway, Gary, IN 46408. Book reviews
and books for review should be sent to the Archival Issues Editorial Board Chair, Ann Bowers, Center for Archival
Collections, University Library, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH 43403.
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MAC Leadership 1994 - 1995

MAC Officers

President (1993-1995)

J. Frank Cook

University Archives

Memorial Library B-134

University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Internet: jfcook@vms.mace. wisc.edu
Fax: 608-265-2754

Phone: 608-262-3290

Vice President (1994-1996)

John J. Grabowski

Western Reserve Historical Society
1082S East Blvd.

Cleveland, OH 44106

Fax: 216-721-0645

Phone: 216-721-5722

Treasurer (1994-1996)

Stephen G. McShane

Indiana University Northwest
Calumet Regional Archives
3400 Broadway

Gary, Indiana 46408

Bitnet: smcshane@iubacs.bitnet
Fax: 219-980-6558

Phone: 219-980-6628

Secretary (1993-1995)

Becky Haglund Tousey

Kraft General Foods, Inc.
Archives Department

6350 Kirk Street

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053-2705
Fax: 708-646-7699

Phone: 708-646-2981

Council

Joel F. Wurl (1994-1996)
Immigration History Research Center
University of Minnesota

826 Berry Strect

St. Paul, MN 55114

wurlx001 @staff.tc.umn.edu

Phone: 612-627-4208

Anne J. Gilliland-Swetland (1993-1995)

Historical Center for the Health Sciences

University of Michigan

715 North University, Suite 6

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-1611

Internet: anne.j.gilliland-swetland@med.-
umich.edu

Fax: 313-998-6508

Phone: 313-998-6376

Barbara Misner (1994-1996)
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross
1500 O’Day Street

Merrill, W1 54452

Fax: 715-536-5445

Phone: 715-539-1418

Google

Valerie A. Metzler (1993-1995)
R.D. 1, Box 99

Woodbury, PA 16695-9516
E-mail: vmah@aol.com

Fax: 814-793-4045

Phone: 814-793-9289

Tyler O. Walters (1993-1995)
Special Collections

403 Parks Library

lowa State University

Ames, lowa 50011

Bitnet: IbStow@isumvs.bitnet
Fax: 515-294-1885

Phone: 515-294-66T72

Ex Officio Council

MAC Newsletter Editor
John Daly

[llinois State Archives
Springfield, Illinois 62756
Fax: 217-524-3930
Phone: 217-782-1083

Development Coordinator
Debra S. Shapiro

Chicago Historical Society
Clark Street at North Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60614

Phone: 312-642-5035, ext. 328

Public Information Officer

Larry J. Wagenaar

Joint Archives of Holland

Hope College

Holland, MI 49423

Bitnet: wagenaar@hope.cit.hope.edu
Fax: 616-394-7965

Phone: 616-394-7798

Education Committee Chair

Eric Pumroy

Indiana University

Purdue University at Indianapolis
Library

755 West Michigan

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
Bitnet: epumroy@indycms.bitnet
Fax: 317-274-0492

Phone: 317-274-0464

Membership Committee Chair
Nancy K. Turner

Bracken Library, 210

Ball State University

Muncie, Indiana 47306

Internet: oonkturner@Ileo.bsu.edu
Fax: 317-285-2644

Phone: 317-285-5078

Other Committee Chairs

Archives

Stephen A. Masar

University of Wisconsin at Madison
Phone: 608-265-2020

Editorial Board, Archival Issues
Ann Bowers

Bowling Green State University
Phone: 419-372-2411

Emeritus Membership

Nancy Kunde

University of Wisconsin at Madison
Phone: 608-262-3284

Nominating Committee

Shirley J. Burton

National Archives & Records
Administration—Great Lakes Region

Phone: 312-581-7816

President’s Award

William J. Maher

University of Illinois at Champaign/Ur-
bana

Phone: 217-333-0798

Program (Spring 1995—Chicago)
Elizabeth Adkins

Kraft General Foods, Inc.

Phone: 708-646-2982

Robert Shuster
Billy Graham Center Library
Phone: 708-752-5910

Local Arrangements (Spring 1995—
Chicago)

Stephen Carvell

Kraft General Foods, Inc.

Phone: 708-646-2980

Laura Graedel
Museum of Science & Industry
Phone: 312-929-6755, ext. 249

Local Arrangements (Fall 1995—
Lawrence/Topeka)

Patricia Michaelis

Kansas State Historical Society

Phone: 913-296-2624

Sheryl Williams
University of Kansas
Phone: 913-841-7992
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Institutional and Organizational News
Larry J. Wagenaar, Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College, Assistant Editor

OF NOTE...
Chuck Hill

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art Archives

Who Are These People and Why Do
They Hate Us? The Story of the PRA
Archives

Originally contributed to the New Eng-
land Archivists Newsletter, January
1995 by Virginia L. Smyers

“When I first worked here, I'd open
the mail and burst into tears," admitted
Judith Glaubman, the Archivist at Po-
litical Research Associates in Cam-
bridge [MA]. Most of us, had we been
in her place, would probably have had
the same reaction, for the mail at PRA
consists almost entirely of publications
and material by and about hundreds of
right-wing hate groups. As a conse-
quence, this is no ordinary, traditional
archives or library collection, but a
super-specialized special collection of
mostly printed materials, all related to
the political right wing in America.

PRA’s mission statement defines it-
self as “‘an independent, not-for-profit
research center which monitors the or-
ganizations, individuals, and activities
of the American political right wing and
initiates anti-right organizing projects.
Our purpose is to serve as an informa-
tion clearinghouse... and to serve as an
‘early warning system’ for those who
need to know about emerging trends
and developments’ (Unmasking the
Political Right: A Ten Year Report
1981-1991, PRA, 1991, i). PRA has
been in existence since 1981, first in
Chicago as Midwest Research, and
since 1987 in Cambridge as Political
Research Associates. The people who
work here, who collect, arrange, de-
scribe, maintain, and service this col-
lection are not archivists or librarians
by training. They are people with back-
grounds in reporting, research, editing,
and academia—and most importantly,
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they are political activists. This sets
them apart immediately from those of
us who work in institutional library/ar-
chives settings, where we tend to be the
perhaps rather bland purveyors of in-
formation that rarely touches our philo-
sophical or emotional cores. The PRA
staff are dedicated, passionate people
devoting their working lives to expos-
ing what they describe as “the main-
stream right-wing agenda.”

The interest of the Newsletter in
PRA was piqued by a brief article in the
Boston Globe (June 12, 1994) that de-
scribed it as holding the largest collec-
tion of religious-right direct mail and
publications in the Northeast, as well as
collections of hate literature from all
kinds of organizations targeting people
of color, gay and lesbians, women and
Jews. Sent to investigate this collection,
I didn’t quite know what to expect when
I took the elevator up to Suite 702 in the
Taxman building in Central Square.
What I found was an open door, a room
crowded with bookshelves, filing cabi-
nets, overflowing papers, scattered
desks and computers, and three friendly
faces welcoming me into a warm, al-
most cozy, atmosphere. The faces
sorted themselves as Chip Berlet,
*‘Analyst,” who had been with the or-
ganization for 14 years, Judith Glaub-
man, ‘‘Archivist,” and Francine
Almash, “Information Specialist,”
both of whom had been with PRA less
than two years. The only other full-time
staff member, the founder and director
Jean Hardesty, was out. There were no
researchers late on this Thursday after-
noon, and the staff very kindly spent the
next couple of hours showing me the
collections and talking about what they
do.

None of them are “archivists’ in

the sense that we usually use the term
within the profession. That is, they do
not collect, arrange, describe and ref-
erence personal papers or records of
institutions. They deal almost exclu-
sively with printed materials - books,
serials, articles, direct-mailings and
other ephemera - produced by, or writ-
ten about, the hundreds of right-wing
organizations that they exist to study
and track. (They also have small col-
lections of audio and video tapes and
filmstrips.) However, they do refer to
their organization as an archives and to
their material as archival information.
And, in fact, PRA does fall into one of
the definitions of “archives™ - as an
‘“‘agency responsible for selecting, pre-
serving, and making available records
determined to have permanent or con-
tinuing value.”” (A Modern Archives
Reader, ‘‘Glossary.” 339)

Their collection is divided into
three main parts: the library, the Publi-
cation Files and the Topical Files. The
library holds several thousand books,
running the gamut from traditional con-
servatism to the Ku Klux Klan and the
Neo-Nazi movement. They have an ex-
tensive collection of anti-Roosevelt ma-
terial from the 1930s, of John Birch
Society publications from the 1960s,
and large collections on holocaust revi-
sionism and Lyndon LaRouche. The
books are cataloged on an in-house da-
tabase and shelved by topics such as
*‘Paranoid Conspiracy Theories,’” ‘‘Ra-
cial Purity and Aryan Myth," etc.

The heart of the collection, though,
consists of 45 drawers housing their
Publications Files and Topical Files.
The Publications Files are runs of peri-
odicals produced by the hundreds of
organizations PRA keeps track of, with
some runs going back to the 1960s.




‘“We subscribe to and join these organi-
zations so we can keep their publica-
tions on file here,”” Almash explained.
They get calls from people who want to
look at, for instance, the White Aryan
Resistance’s newspaper, but who don’t
want to call up the organization itself.
““This is safe place where you can look
at primary source material,” she added.
Taking a random look at a couple of
publications, I found a september 1994
issue of the White Aryan Resistance’s
publication, War, with ads for ‘“Sug-
gested Readings for Aryans,” including
an Aryan Coloring Book aimed at chil-
dren. “They like to recruit kids,” re-
marked Berlet matter-of-factly. PRA
doesn’t have much space, and older
issues of some periodicals are boxed
and housed elsewhere in the building.

The Topical Files include hundreds
of categories, such as ‘“‘Abortion” and
“Gay Rights™ broken down into sub-
files (e.g., Abortion-Clinics, Florida).
They don’t file anything under “Anti”’
(Anti-Abortion, Anti-Gay Rights), be-
cause there would be too many files in
the A’s. There are also files on the
organizations themselves, such as the
“National Socialist White People’s
Party” and the ‘‘Lithuanian Jesuit Fa-
thers of Della Strada,’’ and on public
figures who organize under their own
names, like Pat Robertson and Lyndon
LaRouche. PRA does not keep files on
individual members of organizations,
and is not interested in invading any-
one’s privacy. They are open to all,
whatever their political leanings, and
have no relationship with law-enforce-
ment agencies, other than to allow them
to use the collections just as anyone else
would.

In addition to the two main catego-
ries of files, the staff has created a set
of “Frequently-Copied Files,”’ based
on requests for information. These are
organized by topic in five file drawers,
and are comprised of material copied
from the Topical Files. Then, when
they get a call on David Duke, for
example, or a particular organization,
they go directly to these files, copy
some of the general articles and send
them out. They only charge for photo~
copying and postage, not for labor. This

Google

is mainly because “the folks that need
our stuff are under attack and don’t
have many resources,” according to
Glaubman.

The PRA staff does a lot of desktop
publishing. For instance, they put to-
gether packets of information on topics
they are frequently asked about and sell
them at minimal cost. Packets currently
available include “‘Corporate Roots of
the Anti-Environment Movement,”
“surveillance of Dissidents by Public &
Private Agencies,” and “‘The Attack on
Mapplethorpe.” Their most extensive
series of packets is the 11-part “Con-
structing Homophobia: How the Right
Wing Defines Lesbians, Gay Men and
Bisexuals as a Threat to Civilization.”
These packets are compilations of docu-
ments from their files, selling for $6-
$12. They also sell Topical Reports,
such as “Lyndon LaRouche: Fascism
Wrapped in an American Flag,” and
“‘Clouds Blur the Rainbow: The Other
Side of the New Alliance Party.’’ These
studies are written by PRA staff, usu-
ally based on information in their files.
Sometimes the Topical Reports turn
into book-length monographs, such as
The Coors Connection: How Coors
Family Philanthropy Undermines
Democratic Pluralism (Boston: South
End Press, 1991). And then there are
the reading lists and bibliographies,
which they send out at a cost of $1 or
$2. Examples are ‘‘Race Hate Groups,”
“Homophobia and the Religious and
Political Right,” and *‘Contemporary
Racism.” Their latest publishing ven-
ture is a quarterly newsletter, The Pub-
lic Eye. Recent issues have focused on
such topics as the right-wing anti-envi-
ronmental movement and black conser-
vatives.

Gathering, maintaining and pub-
lishing all of this information takes
much staff time, but of course there are
reference questions and researchers to
deal with as well. PRA’s clients come
from three main groups: 1) people who
are targets of hate groups, 2) the news
media, and 3) academic researchers.
They get 25-75 information requests by
phone and 15-30 by mail each week.
People hear about them in various
ways. As an activist organization, PRA

is in close touch with like-minded or-
ganizations across the country, such as
Planned Pareathood and the National
Gay & Lesbian Task Force, who often
refer their constituents to PRA. “If a
black family gets a copy of some hate
mail, the NAACP will refer them to us
to ask who are these people, where do
they publish out of, why would this be
distributed in my neighborhood, who
might be doing it?” explained Berlet.
They also get a lot of calls from report-
ers, who ask if it is defensible, for
instance, to describe a particular politi-
cian as a fascist (or racist, etc.). PRA
can send documentation from their files
that the reporter can use to back up the
assertion in her/his story. They see
putting accurate information about
these groups and their leaders into the
media’s hands as one of their missions.
Then there are the academic re-
searchers, on all sides of the political
aisle, from abroad as well as from all
over the US.

Research is by appointment, on the
“Reserved Chair’’ system; when 3 or 4
chairs are filled, that’s it for the day.
They don’t ask about anyone’s creden-
tials or motives for doing research.
They are open to all, and have re-
searchers from the political right as
well the left.

This is, then, a very busy place,
whether you call it an “archives™ or a
“special collections,’”” or an ‘“‘activist
organization.” PRA’s funding comes
from private foundation grants and
from individual donations, meaning, of
course, they are always on a shoestring
budget. While there is a prevailing at-
mosphere of cheerfulness and humor in
the office, there is also an underlying
seriousness and sense of purpose and
mission that sets it apart from a more
typical institutional archives or special
collection. This staff gets one question
most often, and that question is ‘“Who
are these people and why do they hate
us?” from people who have received
some piece of hate mail and are com-
pletely baffled. “The caller is just
someone out there in the field who’s
come under attack from some organiza-
tion in their community - and they can-
not understand the ferocity of the
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attack,’’ explained Berlet. “They don’t
get it, they don’t understand why they
are being depicted as satanic or as sex-
ual predators or as destroying the neigh-
borhood. And we explain to people the
nature of the group, tell them about
groups which might help them deal with
the human relations aspect of it, help
bring people up to speed in under-
standing the type of group and their
ideology.”

With more than 1,000 right-wing
organizations on their ‘“Master List,"”
to keep files on, it looks like PRA will
be getting even busier in the future.

Virginia L. Smyers is Curatorial
Associate for Reference at the Harvard
University Archives. PRA may be
reached at 678 Mass. Ave., Suite 702,
Cambridge, MA 02139-3355, (617)
661-9313.

Also of note...

> The papers of Cyrus R. Vance and
Grace Sloane Vance have been proc-
essed and are now open for research.
The papers document Vance’s long ca-
reer in government, including his serv-
ice as Jimmy Carter’s Secretary of
State, and include official and personal
correspondence. Mrs Vance’s project
work and travels are also documented
in the papers. The collection is housed
at Yale University Library’s Manu-
scripts and Archives, New Haven, CT.

> A new “Guide to Women'’s His-
tory Collections at the American Heri-
tage Center” is available. The cost for
the guide, which lists more than 200
collections at the center involving
women and their lives and careers, is
$3 plus shipping. Contact the Ameri-
can Heritage Center, University of
Wyoming, P.O. Box 3924, Laramie,
WY 82701; (307) 766-4114.

~
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Meeting Roundup
Anita Weber

Cleveland Museum of Natural History

With this issue we mark the end of the
Meeting Round Up column (I love that
name—it reminds me of the Mickey
Mouse Club!) What you see below is a
statistical summary of the seventeen
conferences reported on in these col-
umns. | tabulated data on registration
and hotel costs and on numbers of days,
sessions, workshops and plenary ses-
sions although not all data was available
for each meeting.

Conferences of ten different organi-
zations are represented: New England
Archivists, Mid-Atlantic Regional Ar-
chives Conference (MARAC), Society
of Ohio Archivists (SOA), Society of
Southwest Archivists (SSA), Society of
Rocky Mountain Archivists, Lake On-
tario Archives Conference (LOAC),
Conference of Inter-Mountain Archi-
vists, Michigan Archival Association,
Northwest Archivists, and Archival
Association of Ontario. All but two of
these are regional groups.

Registration: Information is avail-
able from 13 meetings. Member regis-
tration ranged from $15 to $50, for an
average of $30. Non-member registra-
tion ranged from $17 to $60, for an
average of $42. However, only 10 or-
ganizations charged a non-member
rate. Seven conferences offered a stu-
dent rate. These ranged from $10 to
$35, for an average of $21. In all three
categories SSA had the highest fee,
SOA had the lowest, and LOAC had the
lowest regional registration rate.

Room Rates: Data is available for
11 meetings. One conference housed
participants in dorm rooms, while the
other 10 used hotels. For those that
stayed in hotels, the rates ranged from
$30 to $103 for both single and double
rooms. The average cost of a single
room was $69, while that of a double
came to $77. As might be expected,
locale played a significant role in room
costs. MARAC’s New York City
rooms were $99/night, while SOA’s
rooms in Cincinnati were only
$30/night.

Program Content and Length:
Conferences ranged in length from one

to four days and averaged two days.
The longest was a MARAC meeting,
while the shortest were New England
Archivists (NEA) and Society of Rocky
Mountain Archivists conferences. The
number of sessions ranged from 4 at a
NEA meeting to 23 at a MARAC meet-
ing and averaged 10. For the 17 confer-
ences there were 158 sessions over the
study period. As for the seemingly u-
biquitous workshop, a range of zero to
ten was found or three on average.
There were 45 total workshops and only
one conference had none. Nine meet-
ings required an additional charge for
workshop participants. And finally,
three conferences used keynote or ple-
nary speakers.

MAC in Comparison: A quick
review of the last three MAC meetings
(Davenport, Chicago, and St. Paul)
shows several interesting trends. Our
registration fee has remained at $25
over this period and thus is below the
average of $33 for other organizations’
meetings. This is also the case with our
student rate of $10 ($11 below the re-
gional average). Our room rates, which
ranged from $49 to $60 for singles ($55
average) and $57 to $70 for doubles
($63 average), are also well below the
regional averages of $69 and $77.

As for program content and length,
MAC:s last three meetings averaged 19
sessions, ran 2.5 days and had 2.6
workshops. These figures put us right
on par with MARAC and, except for
number of sessions which is nine higher
than the regional average, on par with
the other meetings analyzed as well. It
seems that MAC is still providing quite
a lot of bang for our conference bucks.
—Anita M. Weber

Ed. Note: In our next issue Anita
Weber’s column will take a broader
look at activites and issues in other
regional groups.



Current Issues

Tyler Walters, Iowa State University, Assistant Editor

Legislative Update

Louisa Bowen

Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville

LR.S. Considering a New Service
from the New York Times
(February 11, 1995, p. 31)

The Internal Revenue Service is pro-
posing a service to taxpayers who do-
nate valuable property to charitable
organizations. The L.R.S. would pro-
vide valuations for as many as ten
manuscripts, paintings or other works
of art for a $3,000 fee so that taxpayers
would know exactly how much of a tax
deduction would be allowable for their
donation before they file their income
tax returns. The service, which the
L.R.S. is considering for public com-
ment until March 10, would not be
available for those taxpayers submitting
their returns by the April 17, 1995
filing deadline, but might be available
for those taxpayers filing extensions.
The purpose of the proposed plan is
to reduce the uncertainty and delay
caused by the time lag (frequently two
to three years) between when a donor
submits an appraisal and the time when
they learn if the I.R.S. agrees with the
valuation. Each piece to be appraised
by the I.R.S. under the proposed plan
must be worth at least $50,000 and
already donated to a charitable organi-
zation. Proponents of the idea of ap-
praising works before their donation
argued that it would have helped tax-
payers with planning and would have
encouraged compliance with the law.
The I.R.S. reasoned that pre-donation
appraisals could create conflicts of in-
terest for their panel of volunteer expert
appraisers (mostly active dealers and
appraisers) who could learn that a par-
ticular item of collection was to be
donated or that it would soon be on the
market. In addition, values could
change measurably between the date of
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the appraisal and the time of the dona-
tion.

Federal Funding from the National
Coordinating Commiittee for the
Promotion of History (NCC)"Wash-
ington Update"

President Clinton has recommended a
budget for fiscal year 1996 of $182
million for the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Most of the $4 million
increase will go to support humanities
projects and programs that use elec-
tronic technologies. For the National
Archives, the President has recom-
mended a budget of $195,291 million
that includes proposals for fire and
safety improvements at the Johnson Li-
brary, and for more staff to process the
George Bush papers.

Defining ‘‘Assassination Record”
from the NCC “Washington Up-
date”

On February 8 the John F. Kennedy
Assassination Review Board, an inde-
pendent federal panel created to over-
see the review and release of records
related to the Assassination of President
Kennedy, proposed guidance on the
definition of an ‘‘assassination record”
for federal agencies. The Review Board
published the proposed guidance in the
Federal Register Vol. 60, No.26, pages
7506-8 and requested comments by
March 10. Congress has urged the
Board to apply a *‘broad encompassing
working definition."

o

Archives Listserv

Dennis Moser
Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Village

This past quarter was an extremely ac-
tive for ARCHIVES-L. I think I have
said that for the previous quarters as
well, but this time the traffic has been
at a very high level. There were several
announcements with deadlines that fell
within this next quarter, so I have tried
to excerpt them in a manner that would
be of use to anyone interested in them.
Where queries had numerous re-
sponses, I have tried to highlight some
of the more informative or interesting
ones. The discussion on the various
merits of an MA, an MLS, or MAS for
employment is, however, what appears
to be an annual event and I have given
itonly a passing comment. As usual the
guilty parties know who they are, have
caught flak on the list and elsewhere,
and I need not say more than I have in
my enclosed remarks.

—~Queries for the e-recs listserv: There
is a rec mgmt listserv:

the name:RECMGMT
location:@SUVM.ACS.SYR.EDU
listserv@suvm.bitnet OR list-
serv@suvm.syr.edu

—Microfilming rates of production,
how are projects estimated. (Michael
McCormick)

—NHPRC Fellowships, 1995-1996
I. New York State Archives and Re-
cords Administration,Albany, NY. -
I1. Manuscripts and Archives, Yale
University Library, New Haven, CT.
Fellowship application forms and
more complete descriptions of the indi-
vidual host programs should be re-
quested from the NHPRC, National
Archives Building, Washington, DC
20408 (telephone: 202/501-5610). The
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forms must be completed and received
by the Commission by March 1, 1995.

Following the March 1, 1995,
deadline, the Commission will provide
the completed fellowship application
forms to the host institutions, each of
which will select a fellow by mid-June
1995.

—Moody Church archives opened
The files of Moody Church of Chi-
cago, one of the United States’ major
independent Protestant churches, has
been opened to researchers, announced
Robert Shuster, director of the Ar-
chives of the Billy Graham Center at
Wheaton College. People desiring
more information about the collection
should contact the Archives at (708)
752-5910 or through e-mail at
bgcarc@david. wheaton.edu.

—Query concerning experience w/
RecMgmnt/Inventory software, ideally
with barcoding capability.

Elaine Engst

Curator of Manuscripts

Division of Rare & Manuscript

Collections

2B Kroch Library

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY 14853

—George M. Cunha memorial scholar-
ship fund. Members of the Cunha fam-
ily have asked for a fund to be
established in memory of George M.
Cunha to support training of beginning
book and paper conservators at North-
east Document Conservation Center.
George was founding director and Di-
rector Emeritus of the Center, which
will miss him greatly. Checks should be
made to NEDCC and addressed to
NEDCC, 100 Brickstone Square, An-
dover, MA 01810-1494.

—A report on the wholesale destruction
of cultural institutions by Serbs in Bos-
nia.

—The New-York Historical Society
decision to deaccession by auction nu-
merous objects deemed redundant or
outside of the institution’s mission
statement.
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—A question concerning the safe stor-
age of video tapes in various tape for-
mats.

(answered by: Jim Lindner <vidi-
pax@panix.com>, Dean DeBolt
<DDEBOLT@UWF.BITNET >,
David Mattison < dmatti-
son@ZEUS.GS.GOV.BC.CA>)

—A query concerning any experiences
with fund raising for archives or setting
up a ‘‘Friends of the Archives’’ group.

Responses by:

Lee Miller: 1 believe they [SAA]
also at one time had a workshop on
working with volunteers, and one on
fund-raising. Jane Kenamore at the
SAA offices would know for sure, and
would have the schedule for current
SAA workshops. You may contact Jane
at 312/922-0140.

Dean DeBolt <DDEBOLT
@UWF.BITNET >: Our library used
to have a Library Associates organiza-
tion which offered memberships at
various levels (individual, couple, fam-
ily, life, corporate) on an annual basis.

Fred Lautzenheiser <lautzef
@CCSMTP.CCF.ORG>: A short ar-
ticle in the Fall 1994 OHIO ARCHI-
VIST by the staff of the Archives of the
History of American Psychology tells
about their setting up a friends group
which became quite successful and is
funding two part-time assistants. I'm
sure the authors, Dr. John Popplestone
and Sharon Ochsenhirt of the Univer-
sity of Akron (tel:216/972-7285),
would welcome requests for more exact
information.

A posting describing the activities
of the Immigration History Research
Center at the University of Minnesota.
For further information about the
IHRC’s collections and programs, con-
tact:

Immigration History

Research Center

University of Minnesota

826 Berry St.

St. Paul, MN 55114

Phone: 612/627-4208

Fax: 612/627-4190

e-mail: ihrc@gold.tc.umn.edu

—National Archives And Their Own

E-mail

If you’ve been trying to send the
National Archives comments on their
revised electronic records regulations
be advised that the e-mail address as
given in the Federal Register and still
posted in the NARA Gopher, does not
function. It has been changed without
formal notice. Unfortunately, the dead-
line for comments has passed.

ADDRESSES: Comments should
be sent to the Records Appraisal and
Disposition Division (NIR), National
Archives at College Park, 8601 Adel-
phi Road, College Park, MD 20740-
6001.

Comments may be faxed to (301)
7136852 or (301) 713- 6850. Com-
ments also may be sent to the following
Internet address:
hasting@nara. gov.

For further information contact:
James J. Hastings, Director, Records
Appraisal and Disposition Division,
(301) 713-7110,extension 229.

—The Archives at the University of
Colorado, Boulder libraries has the re-
cords of the International Typo-
graphical Union. These records
comprise materials from the ITU’s
headquarters office in Indianapolis and
later, Colorado Springs before the un-
ion merged with the Communications
Workers of America in 1987.

—A query about charging fees for re-
search services. (Sebrina Mabe/
Dorothy Carpenter Medical Archives)
Responses by:

Chris Webb <CCWI1 @VAX
.YORK.AC.UK >: We’'ve been charg-
ing for research for some years now.
Much of our work is for genealogists,
but we also help academics of various
kinds. We also have medical records
(the archives of the Retreat Asylum) . .
. .For what its worth we charge 15
pounds an hour and have had no objec-
tions to this rate - its actually very cheap
in comparison to what you would pay 8
lawyer’s clerk!

Wes Wilson < WWWILSON
@DEPAUW.EDU>: We have
charged a fee to researchers who are not
our main constituents (faculty, staff,



United Methodist churches in Indiana)
for many years. The rates are based on
whether the researcher is commercial
or non-commercial. Commercial re-
search fee is $30 per hour and the
non-commercial (which covers most of
the researchers including the genealo-
gists) is $15 per hour. We also charge
for duplication services. I can send a
copy of our fee schedule to anyone who
requests it.

Chris Webb <CCW1@VAX
.YORK.AC.UK>: In their recent an-
nual report the Gloucestershire record
Office announced their introduction of
a computerized system for logging their
searchers (or customers as they call
them). They log all sorts of details,
including age profiles. You can get
further details from David J.H. Smith,
County Archivist, Gloucestershire
County record Office, Clarence Row,
Alvin Street, Gloucester, GL1 3DW,
United Kingdom. Sorry, I don’t think
they have e-mail.

—Query concerning experience with
National Inventory of Doc. Sources
(NIDS) of Chadwyck-Healed.

Responses by:

Rob Spindier <IACRPS@ASUA-
CAD.BITNET>: We’ve had a posi-
tive experience with Chad-
wyck-Healy’s NIDS publication. Have
sent a significant quantity of our guides
to NIDS for microfilming, found the
filming to be relatively good quality.

James Stimpert <stimpert@MU-
SICBOX.MSE.JHU.EDU>: We’ve
been contributing inventories to NIDS
for close to three years. All we do is
crank out copies of our existing inven-
tories (already on our disk) and send
them in, so our only expense is a couple
reams of paper (and a good chunk of a
laser toner cartridge), plus shipping
charges. Chadwyk/Healy films them
and sells the collection on fiche to li-
braries (we get a free copy of our own
filmed inventories). Last February, I
sent a batch of new and updated inven-
tories. They will also pass your paper
copies on to NUCMC if you wish.
Regarding the usefulness of NIDS, I'm
not sure. We've not received any in-
quiries that we could link with NIDS.
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The fiche sets they sell are pretty ex-
pensive, but I don’t know the exact
cost. I did check and our library does
not subscribe. I just figure it’s worth the
minimal effort involved. Maybe even-
tually it’ll become more useful once the
fiche is more widely available and cata-
loged where people can find it. Haven’t
had any bad experiences with the people
or the project in general.

Richard Pearce-Moses <IACRPM
@ASUACAD.BITNET>: One bene-
fit of contributing your finding guides
to NIDS is that you ensure a security
copy stored off-site against the potential
of disaster. It’s a handy way of not
having to worry about finding a safe
place....At the risk of spreading rumor,
I understand that C-H will provide you
with a free copy of your guide on fiche,
which may also be handy.

Carole E. Nowicke, <cnowicke
@UCS.INDIANA.EDU>: Re: NIDS
though—boy is that ever fun to play
with—both on CD ROM and fiche.
You cannot compare it to RLIN and
OCLC as it reproduces entire finding
aids, not just the citation to the collec-
tion.

Frank Gerard Burke <fx
@WAM.UMD.EDU>: FYI, I have
my students do an exercise, sort of a
reference exercise, that uses Hamer,
NUCMUC, the Burton Guide to Manu-
scripts in Presidential Libraries,
NHPRCs DAMRUS, and NIDS - and
have been doing it for years. It gives
them an idea of the different levels of
description, from repository to collec-
tion to finding aids, that are out there.
. . . The Hopkins gopher in INFORM
carries finding aids for 32 institutions,
but, there is no across the board index
to them. NIDS has close to 300 institu-
tions, and provides at least minimum
indexing of the finding aids.

David J Klaassen <D-KLAA
@VMI1.SPCS.UMN.EDU>: The
other problem with NIDS from a refer-
ence point of view is that its coverage
is haphazard at best. It is (or was, at
least) reasonably comprehensive for the
federal establishment (National Ar-
chives, Presidential Libraries, and
Smithsonian in Part 1; LC Mss. Divi-
sion in Part 2) but there is no predict-

ability to level of participation by state
archives, state historical societies, and
other repositories in part 3. That, plus
cost, was the reason that the University
of Minnesota dropped its subscription
to the annual increments. I, too, have
yet to encounter a researcher who found
us through NIDS, although I keep a
stock of their promotional pamphlet to
give local researchers to educate them
about the resource. I've hardly ever
found one who already knew about it.

—A query concerning how, what, and

the level to which patrons are tracked
to generate reference statistics. Re-
sponses by:

Era Jean Loveland, Abilene Chris-
tian University, Abilene,Texas
<LOVELAND@ACUVAX.ACU.
EDU>: We have a counter on the
turnstile at the entrance which counts
the number of patrons who come and
go. Also, we keep a ref desk count of:.
directional questions, mechanical (i.e.
helping with printers) bibliographic in-
struction, in-depth reference, ready ref-
erence, telephone questions. And, we
keep a count of books checked out in
the various fields. All of these are
turned in on a monthly basis to the
library director. She uses the compila-
tions for annual reports on the univer-
sity or state level.

Michael K. Smith, Dallas Public
Library <dplcentl@METRONET
.COM>: . .. since everything on this
floor of the building is reference, we
keep our own user statistics. (Divisions
with circulating materials can, to some
extent, extrapolate from circulation sta-
tistics, which are generated automat-
ically....)

We count each body that walks off
the elevator: a significant percentage
are regulars who go straight to the
Sanborn map films or the Texas news-
paper film files without assistance.
Then we count each and every patron
query—not people: questions asked. It
makes a considerable difference and
erases the gap between the pack of
silent, bored cub scouts and the single
out-of-town researcher who soaks up
most of a whole day. We count the
number of archival boxes pulled, the
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number of county records volumes
pulled (we're the repository, in a round-
about way, for the old, large, dusty 19th
century volumes), the number of maps
(originals & mylar copies), and the
number of photos (we have a truly huge
collection of local photo history, having
been the legatee for a number of old-
time newspaper photographers).

All that goes into our quarterly re-
ports to the administration, as evidence
for continuing our budget ... and that’s
not an exaggeration these days.

For our own information, we also
count the number of queries we spend
more than 10 minutes on (with an eye
to finding guides or help files we should
consider producing, etc), the number of
questions we couldn’t answer at all
(some have no answers, of course, but
this also alerts us to gaps in the collec-
tion or in our knowledge), and the num-
ber of referrals made to other libraries
or agencies or whatever (we try not to
be territorial about this...).

The library as a whole does volun-
teer-powered patron head-counts and
such every year or two, to validate our
automatically produced statistical pro-
cedures, but we decided a couple of
years ago that our division was being
shortchanged in that process, and it
turns out that we were right!

Jean Nudd <jean.nudd @
WALTHAM.NARA.GOV>: We
keep a register of daily visitors and do
monthly reports of the number of visi-
tors and average daily attendance. We
do not count anyone who does not use
the records. Classes are asked to regis-
ter as well and each member counted as
an individual. We also do semi-annual
surveys of the numbers of microfilm
rolls each visitor uses for our statistics.
We are a microfilm self-serve facility
only.

—Query for academic archives, how
they handle materials related to tenure
decisions (eg. letters of recommenda-
tion, promotion packets, etc)? Re-
sponses were numerous, but- one
minority view stuck out:

Derek Reimer < dreimer @ZEUS.
GS.GOV.BC.CA> (Whose response
was 5o at odds with the general tone of
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the others that I am reproducing some
of it here): There has recently been
some discussion on the list regarding
retention of tenure decision files. It is
apparent that in some instances these
records are permanently retained by
archives when (for reasons of sensitiv-
ity) it has also been decided that they
will never be made available for ac-
cess.It’s pointless to permanently retain
records to which there will never be
access. If “no access—ever” is the
decision with regard any records, then
their final disposition should be de-
struction even if there may be a require-
ment that they be retained for an very
long time as semi-active access- re-
stricted records. Why would a univer-
sity (or any institution) pay storage,
conservation and management costs in-
definitely for records that are inacces-
sible for all time?

—This query also prompted another
thread on any other restrictions that
institutions might have on collections.
In particular, questions about Board of
Trustee Minutes and faculty minutes.
Also, the question of records of student
organizations was raised. In addition,
the questions of restrictions brought up
the conflict of good records manage-
ment (the destruction of records that are
no longer needed by the agency of crea-
tion) and the usefulness of archives
(those records may have provided a
clearer historical picture of the agency).

—The Charles Babbage Institute at the
University of Minnesota is pleased to
announce its participation on the in-
ternet. A Gopher directory has been
running successfully since September,
and nearly all of CBI's finding aids have
been loaded on the Gopher (as well as
a WAIS for indexing). The gopher site
is located at:
gopher://cutter.lib.umn.edu:70/11
/subject-list/archives-spec/babbage
Also, CBI has established a Web
site to feature prominent collections,
basic information, and interesting stuff.
Text files such as finding aids are likely
to remain the the Gopher, but suitable
cross references have been installed in
the Web. The site of CBI’s Web is:

http://fsl.itdean.umn.edu/cbi/cbi-
home.htm

Please visit these and let me know
if you run in to any problems. The CBI
staff is trying to keep things changing
daily on the Web, so I am anxious to
hear from anyone with complaints or
praise.

Bruce H. Bruemmer

Archivist, Charles Babbage

Institute

103 Walter Library

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN 55455

voice 612-624-5050

fax 612-625-8054

email bruce@fs1.itdean.umn.edu

gopher://cutter lib.umn.edu:70/1
1/subject-list/archives-spec/babbage

—A query requesting additional infor-
mation about the establishment of a
library and archives for Pope John Paul
11, apparently to be located in Washing-
ton, D.C.

—A thread about the reductions in
force that would be occurring in the
Library of Virginia as a result in state
cutbacks generated an intriguing ques-
tion about what preparations should be
made by an archives about to be closed
or reduced? This response seemed to be
sage advice:

Randy Jones/Vanderbilt Medical
Center/Randy.Jones@Mcmail. vander-
bilt.edu:

The only guaranteed way to assure
the survival of a state or local program
in these days of austerity is to secure a
mandate from the ruling legislative

Deadline
for the next
MAC Newsletter

is May 15
G0



body that has a guaranteed source of
long-term funding attached. Funding
can come from fees charged back to the
agencies the program supports. Fund-
ing can also come from fees charged to
patrons for services. The best source of
funding is to get a tax or fee- based
source of funding that is underwritten
by law. Foundation support is also
available in the form of gifts, grants and
endowments, but should not be relied
upon as rock-solid or continuous. 1
would recommend developing all these
sources of revenue in building or main-
taining a program before doing any
other planning.

—FIVE FELLOWSHIPS OFFERED
AT GEORGE MEANY MEMORIAL
ARCHIVES

The George Meany Memorial Ar-
chives is the official archives of the
American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Organizations,
located in Silver Spring, MD, near
Washington, D.C. Three archives, one
museum, and one library fellowship,
for academic year 1995-96, available to
full-time graduate students in history,
library science, museum studies, or re-
lated fields. U.S. citizenship required.
Earn $11,500 for academic year, based
on three 6.5 hour workdays per week.
Your university provides tuition remis-
sion, where applicable. Send current
resume, cover letter, one letter of rec-
ommendation, official college tran-
scripts, and a writing sample to:

The Archives Fellows Program
(specify archives, library, or museum)

George Meany Memorial Archives

10000 New Hampshire Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20903

Applications accepted to March 31,

1995. Further inquiries are welcome at
(301) 431-5441.

—~Collections Insurance issues...cov-
erage for disaster recovery, not intrin-
sic value...

—Setting up a University Ar-
chives...any advice...How to keep lo-
cal history material versus University
material (Recommendation being to at
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least keep an intellectual separation of
the two, of not a physical one...)

—The question of setting up an ar-
chives, in general, was raised...(Re-
sponses: ...the ratios of storage to
processing to public space...informa-
tion on how to try and anticipate future
growth needs based on the growth of
the institutions being served...)

—What are the most effective ways of

soliciting collections? What works and
what doesn’t? (Responses: Mail first,
follow up w/ telephone call...Mass
mailings not terribly effective...Press
releases describing areas of inter-
est...Networking with the powers-that-
be who may know potential donors...

—The valuation and appraisal of archi-

tectural drawings for insurance pur-
poses...Responses: market value of the
material, not the present day cost of
creation...the cost of copying the exist-
ing material...

—The Jimmy Carter Library has
opened additional materials for re-
search. Additional information may be
requested from Robert Bohanan, Su-
pervisory Archivist, Jimmy Carter Li-
brary, 441 Freedom Parkway, Atlanta,
GA 30307 (404-331-3942) or email to:
robert.bohanan@carter.nara.gov

—The MA/MLS/MAS controversy

time starting off with a discussion about
hiring and tenure requirements...and
quickly shifted gears as the usual pro-
tagonists/antagonists lined up and
started exchanging verbal volleys .
(Gee, guys, can you find something
NEW to add to this debate? This sounds
like the same arguments used in LAST
YEAR'’S arguments over the estab-
lishment of the MAS, etc.!!!) There
were a few new names appearing on the
listserv in the debate this time, and they
are welcome in the fray, but to rehash
some of the same arguments from the
same participants is really a waste of
bandwidth. What was disappointing
was the small student response. Oh,

well...

—THE “Good Times” VIRUS IS AN

URBAN LEGEND. Need more be
said? (Except to thank Dean DeBolt for
his 12 Days of Christmas in the Ar-
chives offering...)

QND

In the next issue of the newsletter,
this column will be looking at the activ-
ity on several other listservs that might
be of interest to archivists. Information
about subscriptions will be included. I
would be curious to know how many
readers are reading the ARCHIVES-L,
making this semi-digest redundant, and
how many readers have absolutely no
access to the listserv and for whom this
is the only information about the list-
serv’s activities.

MAC Meeting Sites

1995 Fall
Oct 19-21
Lawrence-Topeka, Kansas

1996 Fall
Madison, Wisconsin

1997 Fall
St. Louis, Missouri

1998 Fall
See page 4
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Automation Matters
Paul Hedges

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

Standard Generalized Markup Lan-
guage (SGML): Part Two

In the previous column I attempted to
define Standard Generalized Markup
Language. I hope that I accomplished
my goal. In this column I would like to
pick up where I left off and talk about
a couple of SGML approaches that may
be of interest to archivists. Before going
any further though, let me briefly recap
what SGML is. SGML is an important
electronic document technology that
can help in the creation of electronic
documents in a standard and accessible
form despite hardware and software
changes over time. SGML is a technol-
ogy that allows for the creation of a
document type definition (DTD) that
defines the structure and content of an
electronic document. For example, a
memo and letter each have a specific
structure and content that we can iden-
tify and formalize. Sections in either of
these documents might include a recipi-
ent’s address, a body of text, date of
document, or salutation. Other docu-
ments, such as telephone books, air-
plane maintenance manuals,
dictionaries, and archival finding aids,
have a much more complex structure
requiring complex DTDs.

Once the structure and content are
defined, unique codes are created to
mark the corresponding portions of the
text. These codes are called *“‘markup
codes” or ‘“‘tags.” A markup code is
usually represented within “<” and
*“>" characters and paired as begin
codes and end codes. For example, the
tags <title> and </title> would
mark the text between them as the title
(or whatever the DTD defined it to be).

Other examples include
<chap>...</chap>,
<verse>...</verse >,

<author>...</author>, and <re-
pository > ... < /repository > . Each ex-
ample uses the *“/* in the second tag to
specify that it is the end tag. A final,
important aspect of SGML is that the
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documents are plain text files (ASClI or
ANSI). This allows the electronic docu-
ment to be stored, transferred and ana-
lyzed by all current (and future)
computer hardware and software appli-
cations.

In this column | have decided to
focus on two research projects that use
SGML as a tool to develop standards
for electronic text: The Berkeley Find-
ing Aid Project and the Text Encoding
Initiative. The Berkeley Project is
unique in that it is attempting to define
a standard used every day in archival
institutions, the finding aid. The Text
Encoding Initiative is unique in that it
is defining standards for electronic texts
that may, one day, be a part of archives’
collections.

Berkeley Finding Aid Project

According to the project description,
*[the] Berkeley Finding Aid Project is
a collaborative effort to test the feasi-
bility and desirability of developing an
encoding standard for archive, mu-
seum, and library finding aids.”” To
date, the project has defined a prototype
finding aid, identified the various struc-
tural and content components, and de-
veloped a draft DTD. Staff of the
project are now tagging archival finding
aids that they have received from vari-
ous archives and museums. The next
step is to test these sample finding aids
on a computer that reads SGML codes.
One component of the testing will be to
make the SGML encoded finding aids
available to other institutions via the
Internet.

SGML formatted finding aids can
provide several benefits. First, finding
aids created using SGML can be ac-
cessed, searched and manipulated on
any computer hardware and software
now or in the future. This goes a long
way toward assuring archivists that
their effort in converting paper finding
aids into electronic form is a good long
term investment. Second, SGML can

create DTDs for complex, hierarchical
documents. This is a crucial require-
ment for finding aids because archivists
use many levels of headings, subbhead-
ings, and sub-sub headings in their con-
tainer lists. The draft Berkeley Project
finding aid DTD has been created to
accommodate multiple levels of head-
ings. Third, the document type defini-
tion in SGML does not define the
appearance of a structured documeat,
only the internal structure and content.
What this means to you, the user, is that
one data file containing a finding aid
encoded according to the Berkeley
SGML DTD could be used to produce
several different versions of the finding
aid—a reading room version, an ab-
stract version, multi-document index,
and to create either plain text files for
your Gopher Site or instant HTML
formatted documents for your World
Wide Web site. Finally, encoded find-
ing aids can ultimately be linked to
digitized versions of primary material,
allowing a researcher to navigate from
a bibliographic record to the finding aid
and then to the primary material itself.

Text Encoding Initiative (TEI)

The Text Encoding Initiative began in
late 1987 at a planning conference spon-
sored by the Association for Computers
and the Humanities (ACH). At this
conference, representatives of text ar-
chives, scholarly societies, and re-
search projects met to discuss the
feasibility of developing a standard en-
coding scheme for electronic humani-
ties text. The outcome of this meeting
was a set of principles that determined
the course of development for the In-
itiative. In low tech speak, TEI was to
identify an encoding method, develop
basic DTDs for a variety of humanities
texts, and then provide guidelines for
using the new DTDs. To date, TEI has
developed definitions and standard
markup tags for the following docu-
ment types: prose, verse, drama, tran-



scription of spoken texts, dictionaries,
and terminological data files. Supple-
mental markup tags have also been de-
fined to permit the designation of
hypertext links, names and dates,
graphics, analytics, and specific tags
for manuscripts, analytic bibliography,
and transcription of primary sources. A
final, and very important goal of the
initiative is to add to the guidelines and
DTDs over time while maintaining
downward compatibility. This will as-
sure that all text encoded today will be
readable by newer TEI standards in the
future.

To date, the Oxford University Ox-
ford Text Archive, the University of
Virginia Electronic Text Center, the
University of Michigan Humanities
Text Initiative, and the Brown Univer-
sity Scholarly Technology Group all
use the TEI Guidelines and have placed
a significant amount of scholarly text
into TEI compliant SGML format. The
effort has focused on taking ancient
texts, reference material and modern
literary works, encoding them, and
placing them in database programs. The
result is a corpus of documents that can
be searched, analyzed for content and
structure, and formatted at will. Read-
ers with Internet Gopher or World
Wide Web access make sure to check
out each university for examples of
their SGML encoded works.

What’s Next?

There is much potential here, but there
is also much hard work ahead for most
Archives. The software tools for creat-
ing and editing SGML documents are
still expensive and difficult to use. This
will change as SGML becomes more
mainstream and competition increases.
For example, WordPerfect recently an-
nounced that they will soon release a
SGML-aware version of their Word-
Perfect for Windows 6.1 product, and
other low cost products are slated for
release in the next six months.
Although the tools will be available,
an Archives must realistically look at
the benefits of standard automated find-
ing aids versus the costs of training,
conversion, and long term mainte-

Google

nance. As one who is comfortable with
the technology I must admit I am ex-
cited by its possibilities, but only time
will tell if SGML encoded documents
will have a lasting role in archival col-
lection management.

Moody Files Opened
(continued from page 1)

Johnson, and many others.

The records were given to the Ar-
chives by Moody Church in 1986. They
have now been processed by the Ar-
chives staff and, as of December 1,
1994, are officially open to the public.
The collection includes 65 boxes of
files, as well as hundreds of photo-
graphs and glass slides. The earliest
documents date from 1872, just a few
years after the church’s founding in
1864, and the most recent ones are from
the 1980s, although most of the material
in the collection is from a period
roughly 1915-1950.

The church started as an informal
Sunday School organized by Dwight L.
Moody in the late 1850s. He and others
incorporated it as a church in 1864. The
building on Illinois Street did not sur-
vive the great fire of 1871, but the
church continued to thrive in a variety
of homes until settling in 1925 into its
present structure at the corner of
LaSalle and North Avenues. Many
prominent Christian leaders spoke from
its pulpit, and the congregation ran
Gospel missions and soup kitchens, in
addition to a variety of outreach pro-
grams that it developed for social and
ethnic groups in the city.

People desiring more information
about the collection should contact the
Archives at (708) 752-5910 or through
e-mail at bgcarc@david. wheaton.edu.

The Archives of the Billy Graham
Center collects material on nondenomi-
national North American Protestant ef-
forts to spread the Christian Gospel. Its
hundreds of collections include the re-
cords of mission agencies, evangelistic
organizations, and service associations;
the private papers of individual Chris-
tian workers; oral history interviews;
and the files of conferences and con-
gresses.

Indiana University

Receives Grant
(continued from page 1)

procedure statements for appraising,
describing, accessing and preserving
IU’s electronic records.

One of the primary objectives of the
project is to develop specific method-
ologies and practices which will add to
the knowledge pool regarding the
proper management of electronic re-
cords. Phil Bantin emphasized this goal
when he noted that ‘“‘managing elec-
tronic records is a number one priority
for the archives profession.

One primary strategy for advancing
the profession’s understanding of this
topic is to develop usable models and
generalized results. The IU project
places strong emphasis on developing
model policies and procedures that can
be applied beyond the I[U community.”

Another primary feature of this pro-
ject is its multi-disciplinary nature. The
project has been designed to involve IU
personnel from a variety of disciplines
in active and advisory roles. Gerry
Bernbom, Assistant Director in the Of-
fice of Information Technologies,
noted: ““In the research phase, the pro-
ject will provide an opportunity to make
a contribution to Archives and Data
Administration through the synergy of
knowledge and practice of these two
professions.”

The project is jointly sponsored by
the University Archives, University
Computing Services and the University
Libraries, and supported by Indiana
University’s information policy coordi-
nating committees: the Committee of
Data Stewards, and the Committee on
Institutional Data. In addition, faculty,
librarians and administrators from the
University Administration, University
Computing Services, the School of Li-
brary and Information Science, the
School of Public and Environmental
Affairs and the University Libraries’
Automation, Preservation and Catalog-
ing Departments will serve in advisory
roles.
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Association Administration
Midwest Archives Conference

The Midwest Archives Conference, a major non-profit professional organi-
zation with a membership of 1100 and an annual operating budget of $25,000
invites individuals or agencies to bid on one or both of the following contracts
for administrative support:

1. BOOKKEEPING

Duties include entry of income and expenditures, balancing accounts, prepa-
ration of cash statements & balance sheets, assisting Treasurer with invoice
payments, and preparation and filing of tax retumns.

2. PUBLICATION PRODUCTION

Duties include design layout, re-keying, proofreading, preparation of cam-
era-ready manuscripts, coordination with printers, and delivery to mailing
services. Publications include semi-annual journal, quarterly newsletter,
annual membership directory, semi-annual meeting programs, annual ballot,
and annual pictorial calendar.

Bidders should submit documentation of relevant experience and qualifica-
tions, statement of fee requirements, and names/addresses of at least three
references to: Joel Wurl, Screening Committee Chair, IHRC, University of

FENT-BASED

SOFTWARE FOR
ARCHINVINTS

INMAGIC® Plus
combines the strengths of
a database system, text
retreival system, and
image management
system. The resultis a
textbase system with:

¢Rapid search speeds

¢ Sorting

¢ Flexible reporting

¢ Unlimited field lengths

¢Integrated image
management

¢ Affordable prices

Call for a free evaluation
copy and see for yourself
1-800-357-0665
Hallberg Information
Services, Inc.

(Anthoriasd lanmgic dester)

Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55114. Deadline for bids is Apnil 15, 1995.

A product of lasagic, lac . Wobura, MA 01901

LET'S MAKE
A DATE!

Mark your calendars now for the
1995 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS
August 28 - September 3
at the Washington Hilton
Washington, D.C.

» Mix with 1,200 national and international
oolleagues

» Expand your mind with more than 75 sessions
and 15 preconference workshops

» BExamine archival products and services at the
International Archives Exposition

» Enjoy special events and tours

For more information or a copy of
the program, contact (312) 922-0140

The Society of American Archivists
) 600'S. Federal, Suite 504, Chicago, IL 60605

The Cataloger
On-Line

Cataloging has never been so easy!
The Cataloger is a complete collection management
system available now for as litle as $195.
Great for any archive, library or special collection!

A Few Features of The Cataloger:

* Full online cataloging and querying capebilities. Muitiple seerch
terms can be combined with AND/OR/NOT. Entire content of
each record is searchable. If your search criteria are anywhere in
the record you will find it! Searches are Fast!

+ Prints complete catalog card sets. Completety compatible with
existing card catalogs. Facilitates transition to an online Catalog.

» Catalog data fields and headings can be changed to tailor The
Cataloger to your collection. Multiple Catalogs can also be used.

+ Patron Access mode, for “read-only” access to your Catalog, is
available. Give your patrons all the benefits of an online Catalog!

+ Advanced Features include import/Export (including MARC),
Backup/Restore, and password-protected user accounts. Single-
user and network versions are available.

» Easy to install and use. Runs on any IBM compatible PC.

Write or call for more 1?&;:«;: 1';:
information and & Tel (B10) 783-7865

SOFTWARE FREE Demo Disk! Fax (610) 783-7952

N

16 MAC Newsletter « March 1995

Google




People and Posts

Nancy K. Turner, Ball State University, Assistant Editor

PEOPLE AND POSTS

The Honorable Philip R. Sharp, Con-
gressman from the 2nd Indiana District
has donated his congressional papers to
the A.M. Bracken Library, at Ball State
University, Muncie, Indiana. Con-
gressman Sharp served ten terms in the
House of Representatives and during
his tenure in office was Chairman of the
Energy & Power Sub-committee for
thirteen years. His influence was fur-
ther enhanced by his seniority on two
Interior sub-committees that oversee
the use of energy.

Congressman Sharp decided not to
stand for election in 1994 and has ac-
cepted a three year teaching assignment
in the Harvard School of Government
in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Archives & Special Collections, Ball
State University Libraries, Muncie,
Indiana, has been named a recipient of
a $3000 grant from the Indiana Hu-
manities Council. The grant will be
used to create a video production using
a 1915 film, “The Man Haters,” as a
centerpiece. The film, made in Muncie,
using local scenes and a local cast, will
be shown for the first time, publicly, at
a Friends of the Library dinner in April.

NEW MAC MEMBERS
Hiinois

G. Fay Dickerson

Second Presbyterian Church
1936 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL

Felicia Reilly
Chicago, IL

E.Cheryl Schnirring

Illinois State Historical Library
1 Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701

Google

Regan Widrig

Leo Burnett Company, Inc.
35 W. Wacker

Chicago, IL 60601

Iowa

Lynn Ellsworth
Iowa Wesleyan College
Mt. Pleasant, 1A 52641

Barbara Retledge Raife

Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance
Company of Iowa

2323 Grand Ave.

Des Moines, 1A 50312

Kansas

Mary Hawkins
University of Kansas
Kansas Collection
Lawrence, KS 66049

Lois Hiebert

Center for Mennonite
Brethern Studies
Tabor College
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Etta Russell

Automated Historical Archives
CAC History Office (ATZL-MH)
10 Meade Ave.

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1350

Sharon Faye Wilber

U.S. Army Combined Arms Center
History Office (ATMH)

10 Meade Ave.

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1350

Michigan

Heidi S. Christein
Bloomfield Hills, MI

Karren Van Nortwick
Spring Arbor College
Spring Arbor, MI

Wisconsin

Audrey Johnson

Monroe County Local
History Room & Library

200 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 419

Sparta, WI 54656

Out of the Region

Debra Saryan

Northeast Document Conservation
Center

100 Brickstone Square

Andover, ME 01810

Margaret Martin-Heaton

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

MIT Libraries, Rm 14N-118

Cambridge, MA 02139-4307

College of St. Rose

Neil Hellman Library
329 Western Ave.
Albany, NY 12203-1419

Kathy Tribel

Phillips Petroleum Co.
C20 PB

Bartlesville, OK 74004

MAC News Notes

(continued from page 4)

the history of the archival profession in
Ohio and comments upon concerns for
the future. Contributors discuss such
issues as education, the challenge of
electronic records, and the need to raise
awareness of the importance of ar-
chives, records, and the archival pro-
fession.

Copies are available for $7.60 from
Kenneth Grossi, SOA Secretary-Treas-
urer, 209 Converse Hall, 2121 Tuttle
Park Place, Columbus, Ohio 43210.
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Job Announcements

ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST
lTowa Women's Archives
University of lowa Libraries
lowa City, lowa

The Iowa Women’s Archives seeks
an assistant archivist for a two-year
temporary position to identify and col-
lect the papers of African-American
women in the State of Iowa and at the
University of lowa. Established in 1992
to collect, preserve, and make available
primary source material on the history
of Iowa women, the Archives holds
more than 500 linear feet of personal
papers and organization records

Resonsibilities: Identify and con-
tact potential donors of materials and
arrange their transfer to the archives;
conduct or oversee oral history inter-
views. The position is funded by private
donations and corporate grants to the
University of lowa Foundation.

Qualifications: Graduate study in
archives administration; library sci-
ence; history; American, African-
American, or women’s studies; or a

related field. Excellent oral and written
communication skills. Archival experi-
ence and knowledge of African-Ameri-
can and women'’s history is preferred.
Candidate must be willing to travel,
primarily within lowa.

Salary range: $26,000 - $31,000.
Excellent benefits.

Application deadline: Applica-
tions received by April 15, 1995 will
receive first consideration.

To apply: Submit a letter of appli-
ation, resume, and the names, ad-
dresses, and telephone numbers of three
references to:

Barbara I. Dewey

Director of Administrative

and Access Services

University of lowa Libraries

Iowa City, 1A 52242,

(319) 335-5867.

Minorities and women are encouraged
to apply. Affirmative Action/Equal Op-

portunity Employer.

STATE ARCHIVIST

South Dakota Department of Education
& Cultural Affairs Office of History
Pierre, South Dakota

Position description: Responsible
for planning, coordinating, and direct-
ing a comprehensive program of ar-
chives management.

Example of duties: supervises and
manages an archival collection; ap-
praises and acquires archival records,
manuscripts, and library reference ma-
terials; describes and catalogs archival
records, manuscripts, and library mate-
rials; supervises a staff of 7-plus em-
ployees; provides research assistance
and reference services for the general
public and government agencies and
officials.

Education & Experience: Mas-
ter’s degree in American history, li-
brary or information services, or a
related field; and two years of profes-
sional and administrative experience.

Knowledge of Archival methodol-
ogy; conservation techniques and meth-

Western Document Preservation Services
ekckekkkekkekokekekkkekek

Top quality preservation microfilming: 190+ line resolution.
New computer controlled, color-corrected ELKE cameras.
Fast reliable turnaround for your time-sensitive projects.
Consistently high resolution and even density.

Continuous tone microfilm.

Tired of poor-quality microfilming, mishandling of valuable books and collections, missed due dates?

Western Document Preservation Services is devoted to archival microfilming,
film duplications, digital conversions- and affordable rates!

Don’t settle for second-best - call WDPS today!
Phone: (916)-368-5582

Fax: (916)-368-5583

3352 Mather Field Road
Rancho Cordova, California 95670
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ods; microfilm standards and proce-
dures; and records management tech-
niques and principles. Ability to catalog
original archival and manuscript mate-
rials; plan and coordinate program ac-
tivities; and supervise.

Salary: $27,289.60 - $30,700.80
depending on experience, plus state
benefits.

Closing date: April 14, 1995
Submit a cover letter and resume to:

SD Department of Education &

Cultural Affairs

Judy Harens

Personnel Officer

700 Governor’s Drive

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Phone: (605) 773-3716.

Equal Opportunity Employer.
& )

mE———————.—
ARCHIVES ADMINISTRATOR

As the largest physician member organization in the
country, the American Medical Association is dedicated
to helping physicians provide the highest quality of care.
An outstanding position is available at our downtown
Chicago headquarters.

You'll collect, analyze and maintain primary source
materials related to AMA governing bodies and
subdivisions, develop and maintain a data base and
information retrieval system, ensure recordkeeping
statutes/regulations are met, assist in staff training and
implement collection procedures. We require a high
energy individual with an academy of Certified
Archivists certification, a related advanced degree,
proven computer literacy, solid interpersonal skills
and the ability to work independently.

In return, we provide an attractive salary commensurate
with experience as well as comprehensive benefits.
Forward your resume to: Division of Placement,
Dept. ELP-2869-IDC, AMA, 515 N. State Street,
Chicago, IL 60610. EOE.

American Medical Association
Physicians dedicated to the health of America

515 North State Street
Chicago, Diinels 00610

Job announcements are provided as a service to MAC members  non-discrimination and intellectual freedom. MAC reserves the
and institutions employing archvists. See below for charges. right to refuse to print job announcements containing discrimi-
Notices must be concise. Announcements may be edited or natory statements inconsistent with these principles or those of
returned. The deadline is the 15th of the month preceding each  Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its subsequent
issue. The Midwest Archives Conference has adopted a “State- amendments. Copies of the ‘“Statement on Personnel Policies”

ment on Personnel Policies” which supports the principles of

are available upon request.

MAC Newsletter Advertising Rates: MAC News-
letter is the association’s quarterly publication. It keeps
MAC’s members informed about future conferences and
educational opportunities. It presents regional, national and
international archival news and publishes employment op-
portunities as well as news about repositories and archivists’
professional activities.

Display Advertising Rates (Black Ink): Full page (7" wide
x 9" tall), $250; 4 page vertical (7" wide x 44" wll), $150;
Va page (3%4" wide x 4'4" tall), $75; ' page (1'42" wide x
414" all), $50.

Specifications: Newsletter trim size is 8'4" wide x 11" tall.

Glossy b/w photos only. Artwork can be shot to size. No
bleed pages.

MAC Newsletter is published quarterly with June, Septem-
ber, December and March cover dates. Deadline for copy is
the fifteenth of the month preceding publication (May 15 for
June, etc.).

Job Announcements: As a service to members, MAC

Google

publishes announcements of professional opportunties. Rates
for one insertion of a job in one issue of the newsletter are
as follows: Under 125 words, $35; 125-199 words, $70;
200-299 words, $105; 300+ words, $140. Institutional
members may subtract $35 from these rates.

Numbers, abbreviations, etc. each count as one word. Job
ads will not be published unless accompanied by a check or
purchase order for applicable amount. Ads will be edited to
conform to style used and MAC reserves the right to decline
or edit if discriminatory statements inconsistent with princi-
ples of intellectual freedom or the provisions of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and its subsequent amendments are
contained in the text. Compliance with Equal Opportu-
nity/Affirmative Action regulations is assumed. Display job
ads will be billed at display rates. Billing Policies and
Procedures: If needed, advertisers will be billed at cost for
layout, typesetting, and extra camera work. No cash dis-
counts. Payment due 30 days from invoice date. If artwork
is to be returned, supply name and address of the person to
whom it should be sent. Send all inquiries to: Debra S.
Shapiro, Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614 [Phone: 312-642-5035, ext.
328].

MAC Newsletter » March 1995 19



Original from
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Digitized by Google

0 ' t-ou-Kg-20#asn ssadde/Buor1sniiTyley mmm//:d1ly /1 BTIJSWWOIUON-UOTINGTI11Y SUOWWO) SATIE34)

9v8/968905T06E " dpW/ /70T /33U 31puey 1py//:sdiy

/  LW9 £S:[T TT-70-1ZOZ U0 AITSJISATUN 91E1S BMOT 1e palelausy



	main
	President 's Page
	MAC Announces Spring Meeting
	SUMMARY OF MAC COUNCIL DECISIONS
	MAC Leadership 1994 - 1995
	OF NOTE. ..
	Meeting Roundup
	Legislative Update
	Archives Listserv
	Automation Matters
	ad
	People and Posts
	Job Announcements
	ad1



