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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

February 23, 1996
Dear Colleagues,

The response to the preference survey for a Fall 2000 meeting site has been surprisingly good; 40 votes so
far (there’s still time to express an opinion), with Toronto narrowly leading Cleveland. We always want to
make MAC meetings accessible, so I would be particularly interested in hearing from any members who
would normally receive travel support for the fall meeting but whose institutions will not fund foreign
travel. During its May meeting, Council will discuss (among many other things) additional possibilities for
inter-regional communication and cooperation; if you have ideas or opinions about this, please let me
know. The Business Meeting will provide an opportunity for (among other things) questions concerning
MACs budget and finances, as summarized in the last newsletter and detailed in this issue. A special session
during the Spring program will focus on MAC's role as an advocate on local, state, regional, and national
archival issues. Are there things we should be doing but aren'; things we are doing but shouldn't>—please
come express your views.

Speaking of the Spring meeting, by the time you read this you should have received your program. This is
the first publication produced with the help of our new Publications Coordinator, Aleda Downs (of Design
Data Co.); for the first time in many years, the Local Arrangement Committee has been spared the burden
of having to format the program and negotiate with printers. The LAC has put some of that saved energy
into devising several creative new tours (including one featuring a sampling of ethnic restaurants), and a
splendid opening reception (supported, as for many years past, by Kraft Foods). The Program and Educa-
tion committees, not to be outdone, have developed several new—as well as new takes on “old”—sessions
and workshops. Between sessions and workshops on electronic records and the challenge of the Internet to
national bibliographic databases, to more traditional sessions on everything from ethics and archival phi-
losophy to reducing backlogs and documenting popular culture, there should be something for everyone.

On a related note, the 25th Anniversary Committee, headed by Frank Cook and Valerie Brown, have been
working with Council to develop special projects and events for 1997. Anyone interested in helping with
the 25th Anniversary, or with suggestions for how to make the celebration both memorable and substan-
tive, please contact me, Frank or Valerie.

Yours truly, :

Mark A. Greene

Curator of Manuscripts Acquisitions

Acquisitions and Curatorial Department

Phone: 612/296-2620; Internet: mgreene@tccn.com

345 KELLOGG BOULEVARD WEST / SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-1906 / TELEPHONE: 612-296-6126
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Midwest Archives Conference Annual Spring Meeting
(Continued from page 1)

plenary session. Twenty individual sessions are scheduled on topics including:
making history pay; access via the World Wide Web, philosophies of access, and
papetless access; developing an SGML DTD for finding aids; documenting
tourism, the Atomic Age, and using public records to document communities;
the use of historical records in support of undergraduate teaching; introduction
to architectural records; issues in visual materials; collecting popular culture;
creative strategies for collection development; the dynamics of remote refer-
ence; creating and maintaining authority files; improving workflow; and the

role of MAC.

Special events and tours will provide additional highlights. The opening recep-
tion, generously sponsored by Kraft Foods, will be held in the Crystal Gardens,
a six—story glass atrium located at the newly restored Navy Pier. Attendees will
be transported to the pier via authentic San Francisco-style trolleys. A number
of special tours will be available including the Archives and Memorial Library
of R.R. Donnelley 8 Sons, Jane Addams’ Hull House Museum, The Center for
Black Music Research, The Art Institute of Chicago Archives, Chicago Mercan-
tile Exchange, The Newberry Library, Playboy Enterprises, “The Last Best Hope”
Abraham Lincoln exhibit at the Chicago Historical Society, and an “Ethnic
Salad Bowl” guided bus tour of Chicago neighborhoods. Restaurant tours, an
Awards Luncheon, the annual MAC Mixer, and a breakfast for new members

will round out the special events.

Fees are $28 (postmarked by April 15); $38 for late registration and non-mem-
bers. The complete program is available on the following website:
hup://www.uic.edu/-westont/MAC/. For further information on the Midwest
Archives Conference Spring 1996 meeting please contact:

Brenda Nelson-Strauss
Chicago Symphony Archives
220 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60604

(312) 435-8129
strauss@chicagosymph.org

Nancy Webster

Archives and Manuscripts
Chicago Historical Society
Clark Street at North Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614

(312) 642-5035 ext. 313

Member Interest Survey

There is still time to respond to the member interest survey! A summary of
responses to date has already been circulated to all Council members and stand-
ing committee chairs; several invitations to join committees have been and are
being made on the basis of the survey. It is true that filling out the form will not
guarantee an invitation to join a committee or write a newsletter column—there
are (fortunately) more volunteers than jobs in most instances. Still, the survey is
our best means of knowing who is interested in doing what, and your best
chance to get called on to do something. Or, if you just hate survey forms, call,
fax, or e-mail Mark Greene and tell him what you would like to do. He circu-
lates lists of “people to consider appointing” to committee and task force chairs
whenever new appointments need to be made.

Google

MAC News — Joel Wurl, University of Minnesota, Assistant Editor

Changes At The Newsletter

This is the last issue of the newsletter
under the editorship of John Daly, and
the officers and Council want to thank
him and his staff at the Illinois State
Archives for improving the layout and
organization of the newsletter and for
keeping it on schedule despite the pro-
crastination of many contributors.
Joel Wurl, chair of the newsletter edi-
torial board, will have a new editor on
board in time for the next issue; the
new editor will chair a revamped edi-
torial board and work with Aleda
Downs to further improve and expand
the newsletter. Several MAC members
have expressed interest (via the mem-
ber survey) in starting additional col-
umns, and suggestions are always
welcome for other ways to make the
newsletter more useful, entertaining,
and/or attractive. If you have sugges-
tions, or wish to contribute to the
newsletter in some other way, please

let Joel know.

MAC Establishes Paid Service
Contracts

After several months deliberation, re-
cruiting, and interviewing, MAC
Council is pleased to announce that
it has awarded contracts to two indi-
viduals for bookkeeping and publica-

tion coordination services.

Cynthia McShane of Valparaiso, In-
diana began her bookkeeping service
contract in December. Ms. McShane
comes to MAC with training in ac-
counting and several years’ experience
in association bookkeeping work. Her
services for MAC will include data
entry of income and expenditures; rec-
ongiliation of accounts; preparation of
cash statements, balance sheets, and
expense reports; and preparation of
annual tax return, among other duties.

(continued on page 15)
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Indiana University Northwest, Calumet Regional Archives

MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE

BUDGET 1996
INCOME
Advertising 1,000.00
Meetings 22,768.00
Gifts/Grants 5.200.00
Interest/Dividends 900.00
Investments
Memberships—Inst. 6,800.00
—Ind. 18,500.00
25,300.00
Publications 500.00
TOTAL $ 55,668.00
EXPENSES
Administration 500.00
Automation 1,000.00
Ballot 1,100.00
Calendar 2,000.00
Contributions 500.00
Development 250.00
Directory 3,000.00
Emeritus Membership 25.00
Journal 8,210.00
Legal Fees 350.00
Maintenance 250.00
Meetings 16,700.00
Membership Comm. 100.00
Newsletter 4,400.00
Paid Services 10,000.00
PIO 500.00
Postage 4,800.00
President’s Award 300.00
Supplies 500.00
Unanticipated 1,000.00
TOTAL $ 55,485.00
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Treasurer's Report — Stephen McShane, Treasurer

BALANCE SHEET

Excess of cash receipts

over disbursements............. coocvvverervnrenneennen.

Beginning of Year Assets:.......c.cooeerercennenene.
Checking ........c.cceveneeee. 50,702.73
Savings ......cccoeveeniininnnee 19,939.53
USPS .o, 1,465.49
Univ. of lllinois.................... 379.85
Shearson-Lehman .......... 37,359.12,

.................................... 109,846.72

.............................................................

Checking .........cccovevenenn 41,000.49
Savings .....ccoeeneeeninnencnes 24,141.53,
USPS .., 996.69
Smith Barney Shearson ..40,762.31;
A.G. Edwards ................ 15,000.004

..............................................................

$ 12,054.30
.$109,846.72

$ 121,901.02

$121,901.02

BALANCE SHEET EXPLANATIONS

1&3 Shearson-Lehman became Smith Barney Shearson.
We have two accounts with SBS, a Keystone Mutual
Fund and the SBS Utilities Fund. As noted above,
loss in portfolio value has been recorded on paper
under “SBS Loss” in the cash statement; gain in port-

folio value has been recorded under *

*SBS Gain” in

the cash statement. The figure in the balance sheet is
the current portfolio value as of this report.

Our savings account consists of several “sub-accounts’:

Operating Reserves Fund (ORF) $ 13,000.00
Automation Rollover 1,100.00
Maintenance Rollover 250.00
Minority Scholarship Fund 200.00
Program Innovation Fund (PIF) 9,591.53

$ 24,141.53

The OREF is required to equal one-half of our pro-
jected annual expenses. We attempt to add at least
$2,000 per year to the PIF via the SBS dividend checks

and the savings interest income.

4 MAC placed $15,000 in a one-year

Certificate of

Deposit in February 1995. Interest rate = %6.25.




MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE
Cash Statement (Detailed)

January 1 — December 31, 1995

INCOME
Memberships
Publications Mailing List
Publications
Meetings (gross) SM95
FM95
Interest/Dividends Checking
Savings
SBS Div
SBS Gains
Gifts
Advertising
EXPENSES
Journal Printing
Ed. Bd.
Newsletter
Directory
Meetings (gross) SM95
FM95
SM96
Contributions
President’s Award
Committees PIO
Administration Postage
Supplies
Automation
Other Ballot
PIF
SBS Loss
Insurance
Pd.Serv.Ad
Council Br.
Wkshp.Flyer
Admin.
MAC/MARAC
Calendar 96
Brochures

Google

($750.00)
(152.00)
(12,684.00)
(10,492.20)
(777.70)
(665.83)
(2,138.17)
(3,694.29),

($5,161.14)
(' 550.00)

(15,594.22)
(2,466.80)
( 175.00)

(178.65)
(4,271.88)
( 827.58)
( 130.19)

(1,199.37)
( 500.00)
( 291.10),
( 680.00);
(1,525.25)
( 140.69)
(117.04)
( 583.70)
( 122.58)4
(1,935.00)
(254.90)

TOTAL

$18,099.00
902.00

23,176.20

7,275.99
5,797.89
1,680.00

$56,931.08

TOTAL

$ 5,711.14
4,327.48
3,189.51

18,236.02
500.00
154.70
178.65

5,229.65

7,349.63
$44,876.78

CASH STATEMENT
EXPLANATIONS

SBS refers to our Smith Barney
Shearson accounts. SBS Div
records the actual dividend checks
we receive and deposit in Savings
for PIE SBS Gains is a figure on
paper, recording any gains in prin-
ciple on our balance.

SBS Loss refers to any losses in
principle on paper, the opposite of
gains in principle described above.
In 1993 and 94, for example, we
had a number of losses in principle
on paper.

This figure represents balance due
on our first insurance premium for
coverage from October 1994-Oc-
tober 1995.

This figure refers to MAC's con-
tribution toward the MAC/
MARAC lunch at SAA 1995.
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MAC News — cContinued

Joel Wurl, University of Minnesota, Assistant Editor

MAC Solicits Minority
Scholarship Applications

The Midwest Archives Conference is
soliciting applications for the annual
MAC Scholarship for Minority Stu-
dents in Archival Administration. The
scholarship is designed to provide fi-
nancial assistance to minority students
pursuing graduate education in archi-
val administration and encourage eth-
nic diversification of the membership
of the Conference.

Applicants must be a student of Afri-
can, Asian, Hispanic, Native Ameri-
can, or Pacific Islander descent and
currently enrolled in a graduate, multi-
course program in archival adminis-
tration listed in the SAA Directory of
Archival Education, or accepted into
one of these programs for the next
academic year. The applicant must
have a grade point average of at least
3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in their most re-
cent academic program.

Return completed application and all
related materials to the Chair of the
Scholarship Committee:

Beverly A. Cook,

Assistant Curator

Harold Washington Library
Center

Special Collections, IN
400 S. State Street

Chicago, IL 60605

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Beverly Cook at (312) 747-4883.
An application is enclosed in this
newsletter. Faxed copies will be ac-
cepted. You can fax the application to

(312) 747-4883.

Applications are due no later than
April 1, 1996. Contact Ms. Cook for

application deadline extensions.
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MAC Scholarships for Minority Students
In Archival Administration

A Program Innovation Fund Project
Guidelines

Purpose:

1. To provide financial assistance to minority students pursuing gradu-
ate education in archival administration.

2. To encourage ethnic diversification of the membership of the Mid-
west Archives Conference and of the archival profession as a whole.

Eligibility:
There are eligibility requirements for both applicant and the graduate ar-

chival program which must be met for consideration for MAC Scholar-
ships for Minority Students in Archival Administration.

1. Applicant

The applicant must be a student of African, Asian, Hispanic, Na-
tive American or Pacific Islander descent.

The applicant must be currently enrolled in a graduate, multi-course
program in archival administration listed in the SAA Directory of
Archival Education, or accepted into one of these programs for the
next academic year.

The applicant must have a grade point average of at least 3.0 in
their most recent academic program.
2. DProgram

The graduate program must offer at least three courses in archival
administration and be listed in the current SAA Directory of
Archival Education.

Application:
Applications must include the following documents:
1. Completed application form.
2. Transcript from the applicant’s most recent academic program.

3. Essay of no more then 500 words outlining the applicant’s inter-
ests and future goals in archival administration.

4. Two letters of reccommendation, submitted separately.

Applications are due no later than April 1, 1996. Contact Ms. Cook for
application deadline extensions.

Return completed application and all related materials to the Chair of the
Scholarship Committee: Beverly A. Cook, Assistant Curator, Harold
Washington Library Center, Special Collections, 9N, 400 S. State Street,
Chicago, IL 60605, (312) 747-4883.
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OF NOTE...by Chuck Hill

The San Diego Historical Society

(Continued from page 7)

After the database was set, project staff
agreed on what constituted a batch of
photos, where one record could be
used to describe up to ten (an arbi-
trary number) photos. A batch was
initially defined as a set that could be
described by identical information in
fifteen fields, including collection,
folder title, photographer, caption,
description, location, names and sub-
jects. Later, the rules were relaxed to
increase the frequency with which we
could catalog in batches. Staff cata-
loged 853 photos in batches of ten or
fewer; that is, the catalogers used only
297 records to describe those photos.
In the future, to provide better access
to a higher percentage of the photos
by cataloging faster, it is likely staff will
batch rules quite a bit more.

Rather than create additional fields
that link the photo to its context
within a collection, I created an auxil-
iary “shelflist” database that contains
collection-level information. Eventu-
ally this second database will be obso-
lete. Once HOLLIS can connect to
the photo database, researchers will be
able to see the collection-level MARC
records. Furthermore, SGML
marked-up finding aids will make the
folder title field unnecessary. In the in-
terim, the library plans to switch to a
relational database that will make
searching between the main and
shelflist databases seamless.

Two pictures [originally] accompanied
this article. One clearly should be cata-
loged under librarians [the photo-
graph showed two women, one of
them being Jane Maud Campbell, at
work behind a reference desk]. The
other [was] a portrait of Jane Maud
Campbell, who was a Scottish Ameri-
can librarian, social worker, and edu-
cator. Researchers often come to the
Schlesinger to find all they can about
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women who had particular occupa-
tions. They might want all the photos
of all the educators (both pictures of
Campbell). Or, they might want only
photos depicting educators beingedu-
cators (neither photo of Campbell).
“Educator” is a piece of contextual
information that we know about
Campbell that is not always evident
in photos of her. Initially, we decided
to catalog each portrait with all the
terms that describe a particular per-
son. Yet thinking about Pauli Murray,
an African American educator, lawyer,
Episcopal priest, feminist, author, civil
rights activist, etc., quickly revealed
the absurdity of that idea. Placing all
those terms in every record describ-
ing a portrait of Murray would be
misleading and degrade the value of
other information in the database by
inflating the number of hits on those
terms.

We solved the content vs. context
problem by creating a third database
that contains organizations, occupa-
tions, and subjects with which each
person depicted was affiliated. One
may search this “people/occupation”
database for all the educators, and then
search the main database for all the
resulting names (which would pull up
all photos of Murray and Campbell).
Or, one may search the main database
for all librarians, resulting in only pho-
tos of librarians beinglibrarians ([such
as] Campbell at the reference desk).
The former search is currently quite
complicated, but once we switch to a
relational database, both searches will
be quick and easy.

We decided to use standard thesauri
and authority files to avoid the bur-
den of maintaining our own and to
increase compatibility with other da-

tabases, in particular the library’s col-
lection-level MARC AMC records in

HOLLIS and RLIN. In addition to
LCSH, we experimented with AAT
for topical subject headings. Although
a number of institutions have found
AAT an essential tool for describing
photos, our catalogers found nearly all
the terms needed in LCSH. This dis-
parity may result from the fact that
although some of the photos may
serve as art and architectural history,
the library’s mission and the majority
of its researchers focus on social his-
tory. We continue to use AAT as a
supplement. We found both thesauri
lacking in terms that describe actions.
With some exceptions, people look-
ing for photos displaying action must
search the database for specific objects
or general topics associated with that
action, such as “Balls (Sporting
goods)” or “Sports,” instead of an ac-
tion word, like throwing.

Odur desire for compatibility was tem-
pered by my feminist disgust at the
idea of a database describing photos
of women cluttered by subject head-
ings containing the word “women.”
In the context of the Schlesinger Li-
brary, the term is redundant. Our
compromise solution is complicated
and we still continue to evaluate it.
LCSH takes the sexist but traditional
road: educators are assumed to be
men, women are “women educators,”
there are no “men educators.” As we
did not want to use the term women
or to break LC rules about men, we
decided to note sex in the main data-
base whenever a photo depicts only
men, and always in records for men
in the people/occupation database. As
a result, when you search for educa-
tors, it is possible to search for all edu-
cators who are not men, to the extent
that we have people’s names to begin
with. At many institutions, this debate
might be trivial, but at a women’s his-
tory library, sex specific searches are



important. When the photo database
is linked to outside databases, we will
build a filter that ignores the word
“women” in a search, and send an ex-
planation with the search results.

All in all, Phase I of the photo project
is an unqualified success. The main
and auxiliary databases are available
for researchers interested in using the
3,593 photographs—most of them
previously not cataloged—from 29
manuscript collections. The photo-
graph coordinator will use the data-
bases to begin cataloging the rest of
the backlog. And project staff laid
solid groundwork for the future, in-
cluding a detailed proposal for the
next phase.

In this age of electronic finding aids,
providing the best access to collections
locally—within the context of our in-
stitutions—while maintaining inter-
national compatibility is a vexing
problem for archivists. Solutions and
ways to treat photos as historical docu-
ments that require context as well as
textual descriptions of their contents,
will be best discovered through vigor-
ous debate. Why not talk to your col-
leagues about how you have dealt with

these issues?

Kim Brookes is Assistant Archivist at the
University of Massachusetts Boston, and
Manuscripts Processor and Photo Project
Director at the Schlesinger Library.

Case Western Reserve
University Archives Moves...

Effective February 13, the Case West-
ern Reserve University Archives has
moved from its location in the Quail
Building on the CWRU campus to
the University West Building, Room
20, 11000 Cedar Avenue, Cleveland,
Ohio 44106. Our new fax number is
(216) 368-3320. We regret any incon-
venience this may have caused our
patrons, and thank you for your pa-
tience during our relocation.

Google

Guide to the Architectural Records in the
Oberlin College Archives

Roland M. Baumann, General Editor
Roland M. Baumann, Jessica G. Broadwell, and
Michael Morgenstern, Compilers
Foreword by Geofffrey Blodgerr

“Just over a century ago, in the 1880s, Oberlin College launched a con-
scious program to rebuild, expand, and modernize its campus building
resources. Thereafter the College tried whenever possible to tap the talent
of nationally renowned architects for this purpose. The resulting parade
of distinguished structures by distinguished designers has created here an
architectural ensemble of remarkable eclecticism. This campus registers
every major impulse in the history of American architecture from
Richardsonian Roamnesque to contemporary Postmodernism.”

The architectural records, covering these developments, are “a historical
resource of striking value. And the comprehensive guide...makes their
use by scholars a vastly more orderly and informed process than it other-
wise might be. Thus important new dimensions of Oberlin College his-
tory and American architectural history are now open for promising
investigation. Welcome to the search!”

—From the Foreword

This reference tool describes the rich historical resources available for study-
ing the century-long development of the built environment at Oberlin
College. More than 150 physical structures, on campus and in the town,
are documented. Others are reported on as proposed buildings.

Containing 83 entries, this Guéde s sequentially ordered around the records
groups held by the Oberlin College Archives. Each numbered entry in-
cludes a collection title, with inclusive dates and quantity figures. Follow-
ing the boldface title is an Administrative History or Biographical Sketch,
depending upon whether the entry reports on institutional records or per-
sonal papers. In some cases a “Historical Note” is provided. All entries
contain a Scope and Content Note, which summarizes the extent and
depth of the holding. Numbering 128 pages and measuring 6x9 inches,
this illustrated guide also includes a foreword, introduction, and a nine
page index.

Special Price Until May 1, 1996 — $15.95, plus postage
and handling. Softcover, 128 pages. Regular Price $18.95,
plus postage and handling.

Guide to the Architectural Records in the Oberlin College Archives

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Signature
Make check payable to the Oberlin College Archives & return this form to:
Oberlin College Archives * 420 Mudd Center ® Oberlin, OH 44074
All proceeds will go to the Gertrude F Jacob Archival Publication Fund
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PRESERVATION INFORMATION

Current Issues — cheri Thies, Minnesota Historical Society, Assistant Editor

Miriam Kahn, Preservation Consultant

MBK CONSULTING
60 N. Harding Road
Columbus, OH 43209-1524

614-239-8977 e-mail: 71011.2573@compuserve.com

One of the more interesting publica-
tions produced this fall was the No-
vember 1995 report distributed by the
Commission on Preservation and Ac-
cess, “New Tools for Preservation: As-
sessing Long-Term Environmental
Effects on Library and Archives Col-
lections.” It was researched and writ-
ten by James Reilly, Doug Nishimura
and Edward Zinn of the Image Per-
manence Institute (IPI), with a grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ Division of Preservation
and Access. They report on the devel-
opment of a new tool and tables for
predicting the deterioration of any
format or medium in long-term stor-

age.

The scientists introduce the concept
of “Time Weighted Preservation Index’
(TWPI) as a method to predict more
accurately the deterioration of all ma-
terials found in libraries, archives,
museums and historical societies. In
essence, what they have done is apply
Don Sebera’s isoperm theory and vari-
ous aging tests, without discounting
the preservation community’s rule of
thumb that for every 10 degree de-
crease, the life span is doubled. The
scientists at IPI have re-examined this
theory and looked at the monthly
changes in temperature and relative

humidity.

Materials deteriorate each month and
each of the changes increases or de-
creases the life span. So if an item is
stored for 6 months in “ideal condi-
tions” and 6 months in “poor condi-
tions”, the life span is shortened

radically, rot just halved. The publi-
10 MAC Newsletter * March 1996
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cation provides detailed information,
formulae and charts, that explain this
theory clearly. In conjunction with the
TWPI, the IPI is testing a new Preser-
vation Environment Monitor that will
measure the temperature and relative
humidity of a given area, perform the
necessary TWPI calculations and pro-
vide a read-out of the real and pro-
jected life span at that given moment.
At this time, the TWPI and Preserva-
tion Environment Monitor are being
tested at 15 institutions around the
country.

“New Tools for Preservation” is avail-
able for purchase for $10 prepaid
(while copies last) from the Commis-
sion on Preservation and Access, 1400
16th Street, NW Suite 740, Washing-
ton, DC 2036-2217 or from the Im-
age Permanence Institute, Rochester
Institute of Technology, 70 Lomb
Memorial Drive, Rochester, NY
14623-5604. The report is also avail-
able through ERIC.

Archives and libraries around the
country are putting Don Sebera’s
isoperm theory into practice. In Ohio
alone, the three regional depositories
and the depository at Ohio State Uni-
versity are using the isoperm theory,
allowing the temperature and relative
humidity to change slowly with the
seasons, rather than maintaining the
same environment all year round. At
Ohio State University, it is hoped that
the slow seasonal changes in tempera-
ture and relative humidity will not
only prolong the life span of the ar-
chives and depository items, but also
decrease energy costs.

For more information about the
isoperm theory, consult Don Seberas
“Isoperms, An Environmental Man-
agementTool” published by the Com-
mission on Preservation and Access,
June 1994.

In addition to monitoring the envi-
ronment to be able to enhance the life
span of collections, it is important to
watch the building for potential haz-
ards and to plan for disasters. The
Conservation Center for Art and His-
toric Artifacts (CCAHA) is currently
seeking applicants to participate in
their Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse Program. This program is
funded by a grant from The William
Penn Foundation. The goal of the pro-
gram is to assist institutions in the
development of a disaster response
plan. Over a period of a year, the staff
at the CCAHA will work with the
participating institutions to survey
buildings and collections, examine
available resources and help them de-
velop a disaster response plan. Inter-
ested institutions should contact
Ingrid E. Bogel, Assistant Director or
Virgilia Rawnsley, Director of Preser-
vation Services at CCAHA, 264 South
3rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103;
phone: 215-545-0613, FAX 215-735-
9313.

More and more, disaster response and
prevention are essential for the con-
tinuation of business, be it serving
patrons in the archive or library, or
staff with their computer and research
needs. With the proliferation of com-
puters and our dependence upon data
and on-line services, any lack of con-
tinuity or downtime is detrimental to
quality service. So what is to be done?
Thinking about disasters, or “the
worst,” is the best first line of defense
and prevention. If nothing ever went
wrong, then disaster plans would be a
waste of time. Sadly, this is not the
case. Everyday we read about floods,



PRESERVATION INFORMATION - continued
Miriam Kahn, Preservation Consultant

mold infections and fires that cause irreparable harm to collections. Even a
slowdown of service, as occurred in the Federal Government, will have untold
repercussions in quality of service and ability to provide information in a timely
manner.

When planning for disasters, consider what services would be most affected by
loss. Is it access to the specialized collections, microfilm, and documents, or the
loss of payroll and financial information that keeps the institution funded? What
other services will be disrupted? Other issues to consider and record are: Who
has the authority to requisition and pay for supplies that are needed to provide
services?> Who can make decisions, such as calling the insurance company in to
assess the loss, and the disaster response firm and consultants to determine the
scope of loss and the amount of work needed to “restore” the collection? Who
has the authority to designate staff to “other duties as assigned,” and what about
hiring temporary staff, and renting space and equipment to work? Who is the
person in charge of discussing the situation with the board of trustees or the
director of the institution? What about the media, who will be the spokesper-
son for the institution if there is not an information officer?

These are just some of the many issues to be considered, when designing the
response aspects of a plan. If you have ever been involved in a disaster, then you
are aware that making decisions on the fly is not the best for the collection or
personnel. Everyone is working under a high adrenaline level and may find it
difficult to make educated, well-thought-out assessments of the situation and
condition of the remaining collections. Important materials could be damaged
by being overlooked or discarded accidentally. Recovery decisions need to be
prioritized ahead of time, during the planning process. Disaster response plan-
ning takes time, but is well worth the effort.

ARCHIVES LISTSERV

Mark Shelstad
American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming
E-mail: shelstad@uwyo.edu

The Archives Listserv, unlike many of us, did not take a break during the past
holiday season. From November 1995 to January 1996, the Listserv was par-
ticularly active, but the list members limited themselves to a few main topics,
which will be reviewed here.

Federal Shutdown or Unnecessary Frills:

The ongoing federal budget problem and resulting shutdown of several feder-
ally-funded repositories regarded as “non-essential” services led many to ques-
tion why archivists are considered, in the words of one list member, “unnecessary
frills.” To combat this undesirable image, many suggested using advocacy and
political involvement. One list member also urged archivists to remember that
records support historical research and also document corporate memory and
provide evidence and accountability; their value and use are thus not limited to
small segments of the population.

Google

Certification, Again:

The role of certification in the archi-
val profession is a topic that continu-
ally appears and reappears on the list,
and it was debated once again in Janu-
ary with some measure of enthusiasm.
The most recent discussion incorpo-
rated the merits of having an MA vs.
an MLS (anyone for an MAS?),
whether certification could potentially
make a person more employable, and
how the current archival education
programs should instill a knowledge
of archival theory, standards, and prac-
tice.

If only to prevent a re-hashing of this
tired debate and/or assist in more en-
lightened discussion, I would like to
suggest a few readings: Robert Sidney
Martin, “The Development of Profes-
sional Education for Librarians and
Archivists in the United States: A
Comparative Essay.” American Archi-
vist 57:3 (Summer 1994): 544-558;
Tyler O. Walters, “Creating a Front
Door to Archival Knowledge in the
United States: Guidelines for a Mas-
ter of Archival Studies Degree.” Ar-
chival Issues, 18:2 (1993): 77-95; and
6 articles in a special edition on archi-
val education in the Journal of Edu-
cation for Library and Information
Science 34:1 (Winter 1993).

Scan All That You Can:

There were two postings to the List
during this past quarter asking for
opinions regarding digitizing church
records and a high school photo-
graphic collection. Those who re-
sponded to the original postings were
quick to point out the issue of future
compatibility and accessibility to the
information once the records and im-
ages had been scanned into a database
and urged them to consider either
microfilming the materials or making
copy prints and negatives, and view
digitization as a facet of the manage-
ment of the collections.
(continued on page 12)
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ARCHIVES LISTSERV — Mark Shelstad

American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming

(Continued from page 11)

Other Items:

The discovery of a condom during the processing of a
collection of nineteenth century material prompted one
list member to ask how to preserve this sensitive item.
One conservator on the list suggested a stable relative hu-
midity of about 50% with a cool temperature, just in case
anyone was wondering. ..

Several members also volunteered the “dirtiest” collections
that they've ever processed or acquired. One list member
posted what could have been the most dangerous, consid-
ering that the records they wished to possibly acquire were
located in an asbestos mine in western Australia.

Web Sites and Other Announcements:

This listing of World Wide Web pages is provided to keep
members without access to the Internet aware of the pro-
liferation and types of sites that are available. If you do
have access to a web browser, you may wish to try the
following sites, which were announced this past quarter:

Australian Archives Electronic Records Policy Report:
http://www.aa.gov.au
(path: Australian Archives/Publications
/Archives’ Issues)
Bay Area Preservation Network (BAPNET):
http://palimpsest.stanford.edu.byorg/bapnet

Colorado College’s Records Management Manual:
htep://www2.cc.colorado.edu/LIBRARY/
TUTTHOME/spchome/arsp_toc.html

Library of Congress Thesaurus of Graphic Materials:
hetp://palimpsest.stanford.edu/lex/lctgm/lctgm.html

Louisiana Archives and Manuscripts Association:
http://www.gnofn.org/ -nopl/links/archives/lama

Luna Imaging, Inc. (a provider of scholarly electronic
publications and digital imaging services):
hetp://www.luna-imaging.com/company/index.html

National Archives Electronic Records Title List:
http://www.nara.gov/
(path: Looking for Information at the National
Archives/Current Government
Information/Government Information

Locator Service (GLIS)
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New York State Archives and Records Administration’s

report on “Statewide Access to Historical Records in

New York State” is available via an anonymous ftp at:
ftp.sara.nysed.gov. The report is under the /pubs
directory and named swaccess.wp5.

Simon Fraser University Archives Department
(Burnaby, British Columbia):

hetp://www.sfu.cs/archives

South Carolina Historical Society:
hetp://www.historic.com/schs/

State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
Archives Division:
http://www.wisc.edu/shs-archives/

Task Force on Archiving Digital Information (part of

the Commission on Preservation and Access and the

Research Libraries Group):
hetp://www-rlg.stanford.edu/ArchTF/

University of New Hampshire’s Special Collections and
Archives:
http://wwwsc library.unh.edu/specoll/speccoll.html

University of Utah’s Marriott Library Manuscript
Division and Photographic Archives:
http://www.lib.utah.edu/spc/photo/hp2.html

University of Virginia Library, Special Collections:
heep://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/

Utah State Archives and Records Service:

http://utstdpwww.state.ut.us/ ~archives/

Virtual Library of Virginia (a consortium of academic
libraries in Virginia):
htep://www.vcu.edu/ulsweb/viva/

Wayne State University, Walter P. Reuther Library:
http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/

The amount of information that passes through the
Listserv, whether of value or not, can sometimes be over-
whelming. I would appreciate hearing from MAC mem-
bers (or anyone who cares to drop me a line) who do not
have access to the Listserv or a web browser that find the
information presented in this column to be useful. If those
members would like to see greater coverage of a single topic
or highlights of the features and information presented on
a particular web site, I would like to hear from you.



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE — Louisa Bowen
Southern lllinois University at Edwardsville

TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL - FEDERAL

On February 8, at a ceremony at the Library of Congress,
President Clinton signed The Telecommunications Reform
Bill aimed at removing 62-year-old legal barriers to greater
competition among the telephone, cable and broadcast
industries. The bill includes language to provide discount
rates for schools and libraries. In addition, the bill includes
penalties for computer transmission of indecent material,
raising concern about how terms of indecency might be
interpreted or enforced. Another section of the bill, intro-
duced by Representative Henry Hyde (R-IL), would make
it a crime to post information or discuss abortion on the
Internet or a computer bulletin board.

Within minutes of the bill being signed, the American
Civil Liberties Union, with other groups and individuals,
filed an appeal over the portions of the bill that restrict
free speech on the Internet.

THE INTERNET

New York

Legislation has been introduced in New York State to
amend penal law in relation to dissemination of indecent
material to minors through any computer communica-
tion system (NY S210/A3967). This act would make it a
crime to initiate or engage intentionally in such commu-
nication through a computer communication system that
in whole, or in part, depicts actual or simulated nudity or
sexual conduct that is harmful to minors.

Colorado

A communication on the Archives & Archivist ListServ
reported on a news item in the local Denver media that
told about a graduate student in journalism at the Univer-
sity of Colorado who (citing the Colorado Open Records
Law) asked the Governor and some state legislators for
access to their e-mail. Apparently, response from the state
officials was varied and seemed to indicate that there will
be some study of the issue in the future.

FEDERAL COURTS

On January 19, a judge of the United States District court
in Alexandria, Va. ruled that a Virginia man violated the
copyrights of the Church of Scientology by posting confi-
dential church documents on the Internet, even though

Google

the material was obtained from public court records. Cit-
ing the fair use doctrine, the judge affirmed that the church
holds a copyright on the documents and that the defen-
dant infringed on that copyright by posting church docu-
ments “without comment, criticism or other significant
changes.” In November, the church lost a suit against the
Washington Post and two Post reporters who reprinted
portions of those documents in news accounts. In that
case, the judge ruled that the newspaper had used the in-
formation fairly. Two other lawsuits, one in Colorado and
one in California, are pending concerning the electronic
copying of confidential Church of Scientology documents.

COPYRIGHT

On February 7 and 8 the House Subcommittee on Courts
and Intellectual Property held a hearing on H.R. 2441,
the “National Information and Infrastructure Protection
Bill of 1995.” While the legislation deals with music
licensing, concerns of software companies, trademark is-
sues and digital transmission of copies, it also has provi-
sions of specific concern to archivists. These include
clarification of terms regarding digital transmission of cop-
ies, exemptions for libraries and archives for preservation
activities, and the establishment of a criminal copyright
violation provision. A particular issue with this legislation
is how the provisions for “fair use” for library and educa-
tional purposes that are in the existing copyright law will
be affected by the new legislative proposals.

Note: “Automation Matters” by Paul Hedges,
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, will return
next issue.

Note: “Regionalia " by Anita Weber, Cleveland
Museum of National History, will return next issue.

d /A o
Deadline For The Next
MAC Newsletter
Is May 15, 1996
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Richard Norton Smith is the new di-
rector of the Gerald R. Ford Library
and Museum. Mr. Smith has been
director of three other presidential li-
braries, realigning them toward the
general public through a wide array
of public history programs. He is the
author of seven books on American
history and politics, including a
Pulitzer Prize finalist. His most re-
cent book, “Patriarch: George Wash-
ington and the New American
Nation” was a Book-of-the-Month
Club Main Selection and an Alternate
Selection of the History Book Club.
Mt. Smith will make his main office
at the Museum in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Long-time MAC memeber
David Horrocks will head day-to-day
activities at the Library in Ann Arbor.

Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, formerly with
Circus World, is now with Pleasant
Company, Middleton, Wisconsin.
Pleasant Company markets a line of
historical books and also a line of his-
torical and contemporary dolls. Chil-
dren would readily recognize the
historical dolls, such as Samantha,
Kirsten, Felicity, Molly and Addy.

NEW MEMBER LIST
WINTER 1995-1996

Minois

Kathryn D. Bryan
Abbott Laboratories
Abbotr Park, I1. 60064-3500

Sister Brigid Jacobs
Franciscan Sisters

Wheaton, IL 60189-0667

Tom Kmetz
Champaign, IL 61820

Thomas P. Koppes
Berwyn, IL 60402

Joan M. Metzger

Regional History Center
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115
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People And Posts — Nancy Turner, Head Archives & Special Collections

Jacqueline Snider
American College Testing
Iowa Ciry, 1A 52243-0168

Kansas

Nancy L. Davis
Army Knowledge Network
Ft. Leavenworth, KS

Judith Ann Salm
Fort Hays State University
Hays, KS 67601

Wichita Public Library
224 South Main
Wichita, KS 67202

Michigan

Peggy Brann
Farmington Hills, MI 48331

Sharon Carlson
Western Michigan University

Archives & Regional History Cllns.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5081

Sara Castle
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Jim Ford

Adventist Heritage Center
Andrews University

Berrien Springs, MI 49104-1400

Miriam Gelzer-Govatos
Imlay City, MI 48444

Joseph P. Laframboise
Wayne State University
Reuther Library
Detroit, MI 48202

Ernest Erich Teichman
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

Minnesota

Denise A. Hudson
Gustavus Adolphus College
St. Peter, MN 56082

Bro. David Klingeman
St. John’s University
Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Sister M. Lonan Reilly
Franciscans

Assisi Heights )
Rochester, MN 55903

Jill Vetter
Walker Art Center
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Missouri

Sister Miriam Eizmendi
Mercedarian Missionaries

Kansas City, MO 64116

Kathy Gaynor
Eden-Webster Library
St. Louis, MO 63119

David Glick
St. Louis College of Pharmacy
St. Louis, MO

Judy Sapko

Pickler Memorial Library
Truman State University
Kerksville, MO 63501

Ohio

Sister Gabriel Behler
Ursulines of Brown County
St. Martin, OH 45118

Amy T. Speelman
Huber Heights, OH 45424

Wisconsin

Sister Agnes Gilles
Sisters of the Divine Savior
Milwaukee, W1 53222

Sister Jolyce Greteman, FSPA
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration

LaCrosse, W1 54601-8800

Sister Christiane Hichaus
Sinsinawa Dominicans
Sinsinawa, WI 53824-9999

Jim Peterson
Milwaukee, W1 53211

Out of the Region

Johanna Smith
Council of Nova Scotia Archives
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 1W4

Philip B. Eppard

School of Information Science &
Policy

University of Albany, SUNY
Albany, NY 12222
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Job Announcements

University Archivist
University of Washington
Libraries, Seattle

Experienced, energetic, forward-look-
ing professional interested in contem-
porary archival issues sought to
manage and direct the future of a
mature university archives program.

The University Archives consists pri-
marily of textural records (12,000 cu-
bic feet of public records plus
substantial faculty papers) adminis-
tered in the Libraries Manuscripts and
University Archives Division.

Qualifications:

Graduate degree with substantial em-
phasis in archival administration from
a program accredited by the Ameri-
can Library Association. 3-5 years ar-
chival management experience in an
institutional setting. Strong computer

skills.

Salary:
$33,000 minimum. Excellent ben-
efits. No state or local income tax.

Application Deadline: ,
Monday, April 1, 1996. For Notice of
Vacancy contact Charles E.

Chamberlin, Deputy Director of Li-
braries, University of Washington,
Box 352900, Searttle, WA 98195-
2900.
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Project Archivist
Manuscripts-Business
Records

The Minnesota Historical Society’s
Division of Library and Archives seeks
an archivist for 3—year full-time
project position (with possible exten-
sion for 2 additional years). The
project, overseen by both the Acqui-
sitions and Curatorial department and
the Processing department, will entail
both field work and processing. The
project archivist will assist with the
surveying, identification, appraisal,
acquisition, arrangement, description,
and cataloging of records from a
multi—national Fortune 500 company
headquartered in St. Paul.

Qualifications:

MA or MLS with courses in archival
administration. Must possess high
degree of human relations skills, and
be able to speak and write clearly and
accurately. Experience with donor re-
lations, records surveys, appraisal of
large, complex modern collections;
knowledge of and experience with the
principles and products of archival
arrangement and description, and
with archival cataloging protocols,
including APPM, AACR2,
USMARC, and LCSH. Ability to lift
40 pounds. Two years of relevant pro-
fessional experience highly desirable.

Salary:

Starting at $2339 per month with
competitive benefits.

To Apply:

Send letter describing qualifications,
resume, and three references to James.
E. Fogerty, Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, 345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul,
MN 55102. Application must be
postmarked by May 1, 1996.

Project Archivist

Immigration History Research
Center - University of
Minnesota

The IHRC seeks to fill a one-year
position for Project Archivist to ar-
range, describe, develop, and preserve
archival collections relating to Ameri-
can immigrants from Arabic—speak-
ing regions of the world. Position will
also entail collection development and
outreach activity.

Qualifications Required:

Post—baccalaureate training in archives
administration or significant previous
experience in arranging and describ-
ing archival material; post-baccalau-
reate degree in History or other
pertinent Humanities field; strong
written communication skills.

Qualifications Preferred:
Reading knowledge of Arabic strongly

preferred, coursework in American
immigration, ethnic studies or Middle
Eastern/Arabic studies, supervisory ex-
perience, word processing skills.

Salary:
$27,000. Position available: 7/1/96.

To Apply:

Submit letter of application, resume,
and names/addresses of three refer-
ences to: Joel Wurl, Chair, Project
Archivist Search Committee, Immi-
gration History Research Center, Uni-
versity of Minnesota, 826 Berry Street,
St. Paul, MN 55114. Application
deadline: April 15, 1996 (post-
marked). The University of Minnesota
is an equal opportunity educator and
employer.
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NARA Launches New Online Resources

On January 24, NARA will release two new public access
services and a new agency homepage that will allow, for
the first time, staff and the public to search NARA data-
bases over the Internet. Each of these pilot systems was
developed by an interoffice team, and the projects pro-
vided valuable experience in issues related to online de-
scription: the operation of databases over NARANET:
Internet access to NARA’s holdings: and the use of tech-
nology to manage staff workload and improve customer
service. These lessons will be incorporated into NARA’s
evolving online public access strategy.

NARA Audiovisual Information Locator (Nail)
Database:

The NAIL database contains 81,000 series and item—level
descriptions of material held by the Still Picture Branch
(NNSP) and the Motion Picture, Sound and Video
Branch (NNSM), as well as information about ordering
copies. Data comes from existing databases and from card
catalog scanning projects, and represent all of NNSP’s
catalog cards. In addition, NAIL will allow staff to enter
new descriptions online. DEBRA WALL (PIRM-POL)
led the team that developed NAIL.

Addbress: http//www. nara.govinara/nail. html

Government Information Locator Service
(GILS) Database:

The GILS database is NARA's response to OMB Circu-
lar 96-01 that mandates that all Federal agencies make

available online information about automated informa-
tion systems and a catalog of information products by
January 1, 1996. LISAWEBER (PIRM-POL) led a team
that collected descriptions of 39 major NARA systems
and products, including NARS A-1, NARS-5, the MLR,
the Microfilm Locator and PRESNET.

Addbress: http:/fwww.nara.govigils/gils. html or
Z39.50.gils@wats.nara.gov

NARA Homepage:

The existing gopher—based homepage will be replaced with
a new front end that utilizes World Wide Web technol-
ogy. This new homepage, developed by a team led by
PETER HIRTLE (PIRM-POL), also links to such new
NARA Web resources as the NC homepages and the
NARA Library homepage.

Address: hrtp:/fwww.nara.gov/

Coming Online Soon:

e The 171,000 entry JFK Assassination Collection
Database.

* The American West Database of 50,000 NARS A-1
entries for Record Groups 21, 393, 48, 49 and 75,
part of the Electronic Access Project.

NARA staff can access these systems by pointing their
Netscape browser to the appropriate address. Comments,
suggestions and criticisms are encouraged and needed.
For more information about any of these systems, con-
tact the team leader listed above. Content questions should
be directed to the appropriate program unit.

MAC Newsletter Advertising Rates:

MAC Newsletter is the association’s quarterly publication. It keeps
MAC's members informed about future conferences and educa-
tional opportunities. It presents regional, national and interna-
tional archival news and publishes employment opportunities as
well as news about repositories and archivists’ professional activi-
ties.

Display Advertising Rates (Black Ink):

Full page (7" wide x 9" tall), $250; 2 page vertical (7" wide x 44"
tall), $150; ¥ page (3%4" wide x 44" tall), $75; /s page (1%2" wide
x 415" wall), $50.

Specifications:

Newsletter trim size is 8%" wide x 11" tall. Glossy b/w photos
only. Artwork can be shot to size. No bleed pages.

Publication:

MAC Newslester is published quartetly with June, September, De-
cember, and March cover dates. Deadline for copy is the fiftcenth
of the month preceding publication (May 15 for June, etc.).

Job Announcements:

As a service to members, MAC publishes announcements of pro-
fessional opportunities. Rates for one insertion of a job in one
issue of the newsletter are as follows: Under 125 words, $35;
125-199 words, $70; 200-299 words, $105; 300+ words, $140.
Institutional members may subtract $35 from these rates.

Numbers, abbreviations, etc. each count as one word. Job ads will
not be published unless accompanied by a check or purchase or-
der for applicable amount. Ads will be edited to conform to style
used and MAC reserves the right to decline or edit if discrimina-
tory statements inconsistent with principles of intellectual free-
dom or the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its
subsequent amendments are contained in the text. Compliance
with Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action regulations is assumed.
Display job ads will be billed at display rates.

Billing Policies and Procedures:

If needed, advertisers will be billed at cost for layout, typesetting,
and extra camera work. No cash discounts. Payment due 30 days
from invoice date. If artwork is to be returned, supply name and
addbress of the person to whom it should be sent. Send all inquiries
to: Debra S. Shapiro, Pleasant Company, 8400 Fairway Place,
Middleton, W1 53562 (Phone: (608) 836-4848).

Google
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Membership fees $20 Individual, $40 Institutional. Membership year runs from January to December. Make checks
payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to: Stephen McShane, Calumet Regional

Archives, 3400 Broadway, Gary, IN 46408.
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Midwest Archives Conference

Becky Haglund Tousey
Kraft Foods, Inc.
Archives Department
6350 Kirk Street
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