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President’s Page

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

August 16, 1995
Dear Colleagues,

Before you read this, the program for the Fall meeting in Topeka and Lawrence should have
reached you. Because the meeting is being held jointly with the Society of Rocky Mountain
Archivists (SRMA), sessions will feature many presenters new to MAC audiences; this, and
the chance to visit the brand new Kansas State Historical Society’s Center for Historical
Research, hold promise for a particularly energetic and exciting meeting. It is also possible
that the new Archivist of the U.S., John Carlin, will accept the joint MAC and SRMA
invitation for him to meet our members in his home state. Westward, ho!

At the meeting in Kansas, Council will spend a full day discussing and revising MAC'’s
Financial Management Policy. Through the extraordinarily successful stewardship of past
MAC treasurers and Councils, MAC’s financial reserves now equal more than a year’s
expenses (the generally accepted level of basic economic security for an organization), and
generate $2-3 thousand each year in income. We have, therefore, probably reached a point
where we can turn more of our annual income toward program expenses and less toward
building the reserve; the question is, how much and to exactly what ends? As part of this
discussion, the future of the Program Innovation Fund (PIF) will be debated. Your opinions
and suggestions, directed to me or to any officer or member of Council, would be welcome.

Some of our recent annual income surpluses may be used to celebrate MAC’s 25th
anniversary year, which is 1997. Frank Cook and Valerie Browne have agreed to co-chair a
special anniversary committee to plan and coordinate major anniversary events and
promotions so as not to overburden the Local Arrangements and Program committees. Ideas
for celebratory functions, special programs, or other ways to end MAC's first quarter
century on a bang, should be directed to Valerie or Frank. Looking beyond even 1997,
MAC Council has invited the steering committee of MARAC to a joint meeting during SAA
in Washington, to discuss the as yet tentative plans for a joint conference in 2000 of these
two largest regionals in the U.S.; other areas of cooperation will be explored as well.

Oh, and please mark your calendar for the 1996 Spring conference, which will be at the
Midland Hotel in Chicago, May 2-4.

Yours truly,

Mark A. Greene

Curator of Manuscripts Acquisitions

Acquisitions and Curatorial Department

Phone: 612/296-2620; Internet: mgreene@tccn.com

345 KFLLOGG BOUCLEVARD WEST 7 SAINT PAUL. MINNESOTA 55102-1906 / TELEPHONE: 612-296-6126
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MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE
Minutes of Annual Business Meeting

President J. Frank Cook called the
meeting to order at 3:35 pm, a quorum
being present. He began the meeting
with some announcements. He re-
minded attendees to sign the ‘‘get well”
card for Tom Brown near the registra-
tion desk. He encouraged attendees to
support MAC vendors and advertisers.
Also, he said MAC is seeking invita-
tions from cities within the region—
particularly from the eastern half—to
host a fall meeting for the years 1998
and beyond.

Frank asked if there were any revi-
sions or corrections to the agenda. He
added two items under New Business—
the South African journal and a state-
ment from the spring 1996 Program
Committee. The agenda was approved
as amended.

The minutes of the 1994 annual
membership meeting were approved as
written.

Nominating Committee Report: Shir-
ley Burton reported for the Nominating
Committee. She thanked her committee
members Mary Klouda and David Bou-
tros and thanked the Teller subcommit-
tee, Michael Fagen and Andrea Paul.
She asked members to please be recep-
tive to an invitation to be on the Nomi-
nating Committee and then read the
1995 election results: President—Mark
A. Greene of the Minnesota Historical
Society; Secretary—Becky Haglund
Tousey of Kraft Foods, Inc.; Council
—Karen Benedict, consultant—Tim
Hawkins of Playboy Enterprises, Inc.
and Cheri Thies of the Minnesota His-
torical Society; Nominating Commit-
tee—John Bye of North Dakota State
University and Luke Gilliland-Swet-
land of the Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Village.

Vice-President’s Report: John
Grabowski reported that the position
has been restructured so he is now in
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charge of the Meeting Coordinating
Committee and is putting together a
system to enable more efficieat coordi-
nation of meeting planning. He asked
that if anyone has problems, issues or
suggestions, please contact him. The
main focus of the Meeting Coordinating
Committee has been on creating a meet-
ing planning manual, which will be
updated frequently and will answer
many of the questions that come up for
the Local Arrangements Committees,
Program Committees and others in-
volved in planning meetings and pro-
grams. John briefly described the
chapters in the manual, stating that sev-
eral of the chapters have drafts already
completed, and he is looking for vol-
unteers to work on the other chapters.
His hope is to have the first draft done
by mid-summer, then bring it to Coun-
cil for a final review in the fall. Those
planning for the 1996 meetings and
beyond should have an easier road as a
result of this manual.

Treasurer’s Report: Steve McShane
handed out and discussed the 1994 fi-
nancial statement. He pointed out that
in 1994 MAC purchased its first insur-
ance policy—a full coverage policy—
for meetings and MAC activities
between meetings. Regarding invest-
ments, $15,000 was moved from
checking into a 12 month CD, since
rates have become more attractive re-
cently. He summarized the financial
statement which showed MAC had a
very good year agsin, due to the great
fundraising activities of the LACs, the
work of the development coordinator
and strong membership support. He
pointed out that the cash receipts line is
artificially inflated because in 1994
dues were collected for 19 months,

* rather than 12 months ($9000 additional

income). He also pointed out that the
gifts/ grants line of $14,000. includes
$6000 in corporate contributions re-

ceived in 1994 for 1995 expenditures
(the spring meeting reception).

Secretary’s Report: Frank Cook gave
the Secretary’s report for Becky
Haglund Tousey who was suffering
from laryngitis. The 1995 Membership
Directory has been published and
mailed. This year’s directory contains
the revised Constitution & Bylaws.
MAC welcomed 113 new members
over the past year and 120 people were
removed from the member data base for
non-payment. Total membership cur-
rently stands at 1107.

Paid Services Report: Joel Wurl re-
ported regarding paid services, outlin-
ing the process thus far. A total of 11
bids for publication production and
bookkeeper were received as a result of
the RFP. The screening committee is
made up of himself, Tyler Walters and
Becky Haglund Tousey. They have re-
viewed all the bids and will come up
with a short list of final candidates
soon. After further discussions with the
final candidates, they will make a rec-
ommendation to Council. Joel ex-
plained that this step has financial
ramifications for MAC. He has com-
piled some numbers which Frank will
preseat later in the meeting.

Program Innovation Fund Report: Ty-
ler Walters reported on proposed revi-
sions to the Program Innovation Fund.
He explained what the purpose of the
fund has been and described some of
the funded projects (i.e. the Minority
Scholarship program, workshop cur-
riculum development).He and Joel
Wurl have written a proposal to im-
prove the program, since some feel
there has been some confusion or mis-
understanding about what PIF is.
Council tabled any decision about what
to do until the fall meeting. Tyler asked
for member input. PIF is four years old



and it is time to review it and see what
can be done to make it work better.
Frank echoed the importance of Coun-
cil getting member input on this issue.

Dues Increase Proposal: Frank
stepped out of the chair and Vice Presi-
dent John Grabowski took the chair.
John outlined the rationale for Coun-
cil’s request for a dues increase. MAC
has been fortunate the past few years in
getting unexpected extra income and
corporate contributions. However, the
treasurer’s task of managing our finan-
cial affairs is onerous and MAC has
become, in effect, a small publisher.
Our publications program requires
proofreading, editing, layout, and
many other time-consuming tasks. We
need help with these tasks and MAC
cannot continue to overburden our
member volunteers. Council and com-
mittees need to devote more intellectual
time to the organization rather than nuts
and bolts time. The result is Council’s
decision to ask the membership for a
dues increase. John said Council thinks
it can cover the expected costs with a
$4 per year (individual) dues in-
crease. This money—along with some
of our annual surplus income—should
cover the costs incurred by paid serv-
ices. The new dues level would be $20
per year for individuals and $40 per
year for institutions.

Frank moved the dues increase be
approved.After the motion was sec-
onded, Frank made some additional re-
marks. He expressed his concern that
as MAC becomes a more mature (some
may say bureaucratic) organization,
the “lone-arrangers’’ get more isolated.
He wants that person to be able to run
for office and contribute. MAC can’t
continue to rely upon just a few people
with outstanding institutional re-
sources. In his last president’s letter,
Frank prepared us for the worst, pre-
dicting $24 per year dues, but Council
decided that $20 a year is sufficient. It
will still allow some funding of inno-
vative—maybe risky—proposals.
With the dues increase MAC, will be
financially stable enough so that a new
idea won't have to be a money maker.
Also, he reminded members that
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MAC'’s 25th anniversary is coming up,
the celebration of which will have fi-
nancial implications. Frank concluded
by pointing out that MAC is in sound
financial shape and should be able to
carry out both paid services and other
innovative programming.

A friendly amendment was made to
the motion—that institutional members
be allowed to send two people to the
spring and fall meeting at the member
registration rate. The motion passed
with one abstention. John turned the
chair back to Frank.

Editorial Board Report: Ann Bowers
reported for the Archival Issues edito-
rial board. She introduced Dennis
Meisner, the new chair of the editorial
board and Nancy Bartlett, the new book
review editor. She thanked everyone on
the board for their hard work and added
that David Haury had agreed to serve
another term as production editor. The
board met on Wednesday before the
MAC meeting to discuss future direc-
tion, policies and issues. Volume 19,
No. 2 of Archival Issues is waiting for
one final article. That issue will hope-
fully be ready to go out in a few weeks.
The good news is they have a record
number of submissions and therefore
have a full slate of articles for both
issues of Volume 20. They hope to
have them both out early in 1996 and
get caught up. They have gotten a large
number of submissions from graduate
education programs. Ann pointed out
the board works very hard with new
authors, which sometimes slows the
process, but it is important to do it. She
then announced the winner of the Mar-
garet Cross Norton award for the best
article published in Archival Issues over
the past two years—Mark A. Greene.
The award was presented to Mark at the

" awards luncheon earlier that day.

Developmemt Coordinator’s Report:
Deb Shapiro reported that there are six
paying vendors at this meeting and en-
couraged members to visit the vendor
area. She explained that her full title is
Development Coordinator/Vendor Re-
lations and described some of her re-
spoasibilities. Deb said it is clear from

the financial statement that MAC de-
pends heavily on corporate contribu-
tions to put on its meetings. Even with
a dues increase and a healthy balance
sheet, MAC still needs outside income
to accomplish much of what it wants to
do. She will do her best to help MAC
do what it wants to do.

Public Information Officer Report:
Mark Greene reported on behalf of
Larry Wagenaar who was unable to
attend the business meeting. Larry’s
charge is to coordinate public informa-
tion on the meeting, and other public
relations efforts. Mark described
Larry’s support of the minority schol-
arship program and other events and
programs and encouraged members to
contact him regarding PR activities.

Education Committee Report: Bar-
bara Floyd reported on the changes in
committee membership, and welcomed
three new members. MAC, through the
efforts of the Education Committee,
offered workshops at both meetings this
past year. A flyer announcing the avail-
ability of off-site workshops has been
put together and is in registrants’ pack-
ets at this meeting. She said the Com-
mittee hopes to develop more
curriculum packets for other work-
shops. They received 2 workshop pro-
posals and are recommending that one
be funded. The Committee drafted
guidelines for the Education Committee
liaison to the Program Committee.
Those guidelines were approved by
Council Wednesday evening. She also
reported that the Minority Scholarship
Committee reviewed 5 applications and
chose this year’s recipient. Only 3 ap-
plications were received last year. She
hopes this is a trend and they will
continue to see more applications each
year.

Membership Committee Report:
Nancy Turmner commended this year’s
LAC for putting a flyer in the registra-
tion packets encouraging new members
to attend one of the restaurant tours.
The new members luncheon was held
on Thursday and 20 to 25 new members
attended in addition to the president and
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members of Council. The Membership
Committee sent out letters of greeting
to new members and their names were
listed in the newsletter. On Frank’s
suggestion, they are soliciting SAA
members in the MAC region who are
not currently MAC members. A letter
has been sent out inviting them to join
MAC. A follow-up packet will be sent
as well, including a copy of the MAC
Newsletter and journal as examples of
what MAC has to offer. She thanked
her state chairs for their good work.

Emeritus Membership Commistee Re-
port: Chuck Elston was not at the meet-
ing so Frank read his report. Joanne
Hohler was recognized as MAC’s new-
est emeritus member, having recently
retired from the State Historical Society
of Wisconsin. Her many years of serv-
ice were outlined. MAC has elected 22
emeritus members to date, 11 of whom
are deceased.

President’s Award Committee Report:
Bill Maher reported, explaining he is
the outgoing chair of the Committee
which is comprised of the three past
presidents. Frank Cook will be the new
member of the committee. President’s
Awards were presented at the awards
luncheon to the Abraham Lincoln As-
sociation and to Brooks McCormick,
retired chairman of International Har-
vester/Navistar International. Bill re-
minded members that the deadline for
next year’s nominees is November
20¢th.

1996 Calendar Committee Report:
Luke Gilliland-Swetland introduced the
other members of the Committee, Paul
Eisloeffel of the Nebraska State His-
torical Society and Amy Fisher of Proc-
tor & Gamble. He said a “call for
photos” flyer was in member registra-
tion packets and will also be in the June
issue of the Newsletter. Next year’s
calendar theme is the automobile, to
coincide with the centennial of the auto-
mobile. Bradford Systems has paid for
the calendar for the past several years
and Luke reminded members to con-
sider Bradford when purchasing archi-
val supplies and shelving.

Archives Committee Report: Michael
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Bullington thanked outgoing chair
Steve Masar for his past work. He
toured the MAC archives at Northwest-
ern University and said that visit and the
move of the collection on campus has
been the only activity of the Commit-
tee. He reported the MAC archives is
not being used for research but he hopes
to put a description of the archives out
on the World Wide Web. Has been
asked to review the issue of electronic
records as it pertained to the MAC
archives.

Old Business:

a) Hotel for spring 1996. Frank
asked for feedback about the Midland
Hotel. Asking for a show of hands,
there were no votes to return to the
Bismarck Hotel. Someone pointed out
that some of the meeting rooms were
not handicap accessible. Several posi-
tive comments were offered.

b) South African Journal. Frank re-
cently received a letter asking MAC to
contribute toward the publication of a
South African journal. Council decided
to let individual members make contri-
butions and funnel them through MAC.
A full explanation will appear in the
next issue of the Newsletter.

New Business:

a) Spring 1996 Program Commit-
tee. Paul Eisloeffel encouraged mem-
bers to submit ideas for program
sessions for the spring 1996 meeting.

b) Beverly Cook of the Chicago
Public Library informed members that
fellow MAC member Collin Murray
of the Chicago Public Library passed
away earlier this year. Library staffare
setting up an endowment fund in his
honor. Please contact her regarding
contributions. There will be a notice in
the upcoming Newsletter.

c) Fall 1995 meeting in Kansas.
The first report was from the Program
Committee. It will be a joint meeting
with the Society of Rocky Mountain
Archivists. An outline of program ses-
sions was given. The plenary speaker
will be Walter Menninger from
Topeka's Menninger Foundation. On
behalf of the Local Arrangements Com-
mittee, Debra Dandridge gave a dra-
matic presentation—‘‘sunflower
extrordinare”— which was followed

by a video highlighting the wonderful
features of the great state of Kansas,
cradle of the free, garden of the west.
Sheryl Williams introduced the video
wearing a stuffed bird on her head
(representing the University of Kan-
sas).

Frank thanked outgoing members
of Council Ann Gilliland-Swetland,
Valerie Metzler and Tyler Walters and
welcomed new Council members Tim
Hawkins, Cheri Thies and Karen
Benedict. Frank asked Mark Greene to
come up to the podium and Frank
passed the red presidential badge ribbon
on to Mark. Mark Greene thanked
Frank for all his hard work as president
and reiterated Frank’s accomplish-
ments during his tenure. Members gave
him a warm round of applause.

Frank adjourned the meeting at

5:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Becky Haglund Tousey, Secretary

S

Archives Week in Ohio to
Focus on World War II

The Society of Ohio Archivists (SOA)
will observe “Archives Week in Ohio”
during the week of October 8—14, 1995.
The theme for this year is ‘‘Letters
Home: Documenting World War II in
the Archives.”

While the observance will come af-
ter the 50th anniversary of the war’s
end, archivists in Ohio are inviting vet-
erans and families of veterans to place
letters and other personal documents
from the war in archival centers across
Ohio. These include most state univer-
sities and many colleges, as well as
many local historical societies or public
libraries with local history collections.
There will be exhibits and other pro-
gramming in centers across the state
during the week.

“Use the opportunity Archives
Week gives to donate these materials to
an archives,”’ states Archives Week co-
ordinator George Bain. *‘If they were
worth saving for 50 years, they are
worth continued preservation for gen-

(continued on page 10
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MAC Meeting Sites

1995 Fall
Oct 19-21
Lawrence-Topeka, Kansas

1996 Fall
Madison, Wisconsin

1997 Fall
St. Louis, Missouri

1998 Fall
To be selected.

1995 MAC Election
Results

President

Mark A. Greene
Minnesota Historical Society

Secretary

Becky Haglund Tousey
Kraft Foods, Inc.

Council

Karen Benedict
Private Consultant

Timothy H. Hawkins

Playboy Enterprises, Inc.

Cheri Thies

Minnesota Historical Society
Nominating Committee

John E. Bye
North Dakota State University

Luke Gilliland-Swetland
Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield
Village

Google

MAC President’s Award

Established 1986, First Awarded 1988

AWARD RECIPIENTS AND STATE MAKING
NOMINATION

1988

Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
Senator Thomas Eagleston (Missouri)

1989 |
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin (Illinois)
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad and
Santa Fe Southern Pacific Foundation (Kansas)

Minnesota Future Resources Commission

1990
Shirley Herd and Virtea Downey (Indiana) |

1991

Curt Teich Foundation (Illinois)
Cleveland Foundation (Ohio)

1992

United Auto, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Workers of America
(Michigan)
Senator Allan H. Spear and Representative Steve Trimble (Minnesota)
Adolf E. and Rebecca B. Schroeder (Missouri)

1993
Gerry Ray, Johnson County Administrator (Kansas)

1994
Louise Noun and Mary Louise Smith (Iowa)

1995
Brooks McCormick (Wisconsin)
Abraham Lincoln Association (Illinois)

Nomination Deadline for 1996 President’s Award
The deadline for the submission of Nancy Lankford

nominations for the 1996 MAC Presi- Western Historical Manuscript
dent’s Award is November 20, 1995. Collection
Nominations must be submitted 23 Ellis Library
through your state committee. For fur- University of Missouri
ther information, guidelines, and the Columbia, MO 65201
name of your state chair, please con- (314) 882-6028
tact: lankford@ext. missouri.edu.
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MAC Leadership 1995 - 1996

MAC Officers

President (1995-1997)

Mark A. Greene

Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Bivd. W.

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906
Fax: 612-296-9961

Phone: 612-296-2620

Vice President (1994-1996)

John J. Grabowski

Western Reserve Historical Society
10825 East Blvd.

Cleveland, OH 44106

Fax: 216-721-0645

Phone: 216-721-5722

Treasurer (1994-1996)
Stephen G. McShane

Indiana University Northwest
Calumet Regional Archives

Gary, Indiana 46408

Bitnet: smcshane@iubacs. bitnet
Fax: 219-980-6628

Phone: 219-980-6628

Secretary (1993-1995)

Becky Haglund Tousey

Kraft Foods, Inc.

Archives Department

6350 Kirk Street

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053-2705
Fax: 708-646-7699

Phone: 708-646-2981

Council

Joel F. Wurl (1994-1996)
Immigration History Rescarch Center
University of Minnesota

826 Berry Street

St. Paul, MN 55114

wurix001 @staff.tc.umn.edu
Phone: 612-627-4208

Cheri Thies (1995-1998)
Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. W.

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906
Fax: 612-296-9961

Phone: 612-296-1082
bm.mha@rlg.stanford.edu

Barbara Misner (1994-1996)
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross
1500 O’Day Street

Merrill, WI 54452

Fax: 715-536-5445

Phone: 715-539-1418

Karen Benedict (1995-1998)
Winthrop Group, Inc.

2980 Leeds Road .
Columbus, Ohio 43221
Fax: 614-481-3087
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Phone: 614-481-4282

Tim Hawkins (1995-1997)
Playboy Enterprises, Inc.
680 N. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Fax: 312-751-2818

Phone: 312-751-8000 x2808

Ex Officio Council

MAC Newslener Editor
John Daly

Illinois State Archives
Springficld, lllinois 62756
Fax: 217-524-3930
Phone: 217-782-1083

Development Coordinator
Debra S. Shapiro

Chicago Historical Socicty
Clark Street at North Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60614

Phone: 312-642-5035, ext. 328

Public Information Officer

Larry J. Wagenaar

Joint Archives of Holland

Hope College

Holland, MI 49423

Bitnet: wagenaar@hope.cit.hope.edu
Fax: 616-394-7965

Phone: 616-394-7798

Education Committee Chair
Barbana L. Floyd

William S. Carison Library
University of Toledo

2801 W. Bancroft Street
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Fax: 419-537-2726

Phone: 419-537-2170

Membership Commitiee Chair
Nancy K. Tumer

Bracken Library, 210

Ball State University

Muncie, Indiana 47306

Internet: oonkturner@leo.bsu.edu
Fax: 317-285-2644

Phone: 317-285-5078

Other Commiittee Chairs

Archives

Mike Bullington

Rush-Presbysterian-St. Luke's Medical
Center

Phone: 312-942-8308

Editorial Board, Archival Issues
Dennis Meissner

Minnesota Historical Society
Phone: 612-296-2496

Emeritus Membership

Vacant

Nominating Committee

Karen Mason

Jowa Women’s Archives—
University of lowa

Phone: 319-335-5068

President’s Award

Nancy Lankford

Western Historical Manuscript
Collection—University of Missouri at
Columbia

Phone: 314-882-6028

Local Arrangememns (Fall 1995—
Lawrence/Topeka)

Patricia Michaclis

Kansas State Historical Socicty

Phone: 913-296-2624

Sheryl Williams
University of Kansas
Phone: 913-841-7992

Program (Fall 1995—Lawrence/Topeka)
Becky Schulte

University of Kansas

Phone: 913-864-4274

Sharron Uhler
Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum
Phone: 719-578-6650

Local Arrangements (Spring 1996—
Chicago)

Brenda Nelson-Strauss

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Phone: 312-435-8129

Nancy Webster
Chicago Historical Socicty
Phone: 312-525-5776

Program (Spring 1996—Chicago)
Wes Wilson

Depauw University

Phone: 317-658-4406

Maureen O'Brien Will
ELCA Archives
Phone: 312-380-2818

Program (Fall 1996—Madison)
Tim Carey

Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Phone: 414-769-3407

Mary Klauda
Minnesota Historical Society
Phone: 612-297-2605



Institutional and Organizational News
Larry J. Wagenaar, Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College, Assistant Editor

OF NOTE...
Chuck Hill

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art Archives

Archival Angst

Originally contributed to the NEA
Newsletter, June 1995 by Daria
D’Arienzo

On one typical dreary New England
day in February, the cold I had been
suffering from for several days took on
a new intensity. I finally broke down
and decided I had to get medical atten-
tion. After the mandatory paperwork
and the requisite one hour wait, I en-
tered the examination room and found
the doctor deeply engrossed in my file.
He stopped, looked at me, and said, “I
don’t have anything personal against
you, but who is going to pay the bill?"
With some surprise, I answered that I
was employed by a college and covered
under their health insurance plan. He
said, “you mean colleges are now em-
ploying anarchists?”’ As an archivist, I
have been plagued by this misreading
for all my professional life.

My stomach turns queasy at parties
when people ask what I “do.”” When I
tell them I’m an archivist, they become
wonderfully creative at describing what
they think I do. One gentleman thinks I
am the keeper of exotic bees. Another
believes 1 am a Biblical scholar, con-
centrating on the history of Noah’s Ark.
Others think I spend time digging for
ancient artifacts. A fellow archivist was
speechless when a key executive in the
organization she had just joined an-
nounced, when introducing her, that
she had filled the company’s newly
created aardvark position.

Once I had cleared up the misunder-
standing with my doctor, he asked what
an archivist does. “I always thought
archivists were bent over old men with
dusty books and papers. You’re much
too young for that.” I cringed. I ex-
plained to him that although archivists

Google

do work with old records, the modern
archives doesn’t look like a dungeon,
and is just as likely to have very recent
material because archival records are
being created every day, as are records
in his office. Today’s archivist, I con-
tinued, would never allow hundreds of
old dusty volumes and manuscripts to
be scattered and stacked in basements.
My archives, I told him, was a modern
facility with rows of neatly arranged
boxes stored on compact shelving. I
then explained that the material is well
organized, and that in archives, com-
puters are used to find and provide
access to information and locate re-
cords.

In a sense most of us are archivists.
We tuck away the family Bible and the
letters that great-grandfather wrote
home when he was in the Civil War.
We handle grandmother’s wedding
gown with care and treasure the family
photograph album. We save the baby’s
first shoes and take pictures at all the
birthday parties. Instinctively we know
that our own reverence for the past will
be renewed in the next generation, and
we save the history we are making
today on the shelf with the history our
ancestors made yesterday.

I told him to look around, he would
find that New England is full of archi-
vists and archives. Professional archi-
vists at work in their repositories do the
same thing on a more formal scale.
Archivists keep New England’s heri-
tage by saving the records of the past
and by recognizing which of today’s
records will be of value for future gen-
erations.

They preserve the past while work-
ing in the present to prepare for the
future. From baptismal records of re-
ligious organizations to the photographs

created at educational institutions, to
microforms and machine readable data
currently generated by businesses and
government offices, archivists hold and
keep our personal history and the his-
tory of our world. They help us find our
roots. Archivists keep primary sources
from which the conclusions are drawn
and the history is written. Archives are
already looking toward the time when
individuals will be able to actually in-
teract with history. ‘

As I left the doctor’s office, we both
smiled. My doctor relieved to know that
our colleges and universities did not
have anarchists on the payroll and me
knowing there was one less person to
explain to what it is I *‘do.”

Daria D 'Arienzo is Archivist of Am-
herst College.

Also of note...

» Yukon Heritage Sourcebook &
Services List, was recently published by
the Yukon Anniversaries Commission.
It provides a detailed listing of holdings
in archives, libraries and museums in
the territory as well as materials held in
institutions outside the Yukon that per-
tain to Yukon history. For information,
contact the Yukon Anniversaries Com-
mission at (403) 993-1998 or FAX
(403) 993-4653.

» The Guide to the Records of the
Union Councils for Soviet Jews, 1968-
1994, is now available from the Ar-
chives, University of Colorado at
Boulder. These records document the
activities of UCSJ on behalf of Soviet
Jewry and contain correspondence,
subject files, photographs and other

(continued on page 10
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Regionalia
Anita Weber

Cleveland Museum of Natural History

And now—time for another exciting
edition of “Regionalia.’’ There are sev-
eral topics for discussion this issue. It
seems that everyone is thinking on the
same wavelength these days. Advo-
cacy, long-range planning, and scholar-
ship awards are all recurring themes of
discussion in the halls of archivy.

Advocacy

The controversy over John Carlin’s
nomination as Archivist of the U.S. led
both the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ar-
chives Conference (MARAC) and the
Michigan Archival Association to take
public stands in mid-May. Both op-
posed the nomination. This was MAA’s
first foray into the advocacy arena and
reflects the trend developing among
state and regional groups.

Long-Range Planning

On our western border, the Society of
Rocky Mountain Archivists (SRMA)
recently completed its Long-Range
Planning exercise. Out of it came the
following goals: improve the manage-
ment of SRMA; improve communica-
tion with members, the general public,
and other professions; achieve greater
recognition and credibility within the
archival profession; improve archival
practice; and develop external support

for SRMA programs. A number of
strategies are provided for each goal.

On our eastern border, new MA-
RAC chair, Fynette Eaton, announced
at the April business meeting that she
hoped to develop a long-range plan for
MARAC during her tenure.

Meetings Past and Present

In June the MAA met in Holland
(Michigan, of course) for its annual
meeting. Attendees discussed Hol-
landia and archival issues. One of their
ongoing series of Basic Archival Work-
shops was held in conjunction with the
meeting. These workshops are de-
signed for paraprofessionals and volun-
teers responsible for archival material
who lack professional training.

August saw SRMA holding *‘Im-
proving Research: Cross Training Ar-
chivists and Historic Preservationists.”
The intent was to provide professionals
in both fields with information on how
each works and how they can aid each
other in historic preservation projects.

On the horizon are fall meetings in
Worcester, MA and Wilmington, DE.
The New England Archivists will be at
Clark College in Worcester October
20-21. Preservation is a major theme.
Contact Lisa Brueck at 508-831-5413.
And November 9-11 MARAC will
meet in Wilmington to discuss *“The

Business of Archives. ' This will be the
first of three fixed site, fixed rate meet-
ings. As a trial they will hold three
consecutive fall meetings at the same
hotel and have the same room rate for
each. Contact Jon Williams at 302-658-
2400 x276.

Awards

MARAC has instituted a scholarship
program to provide three individuals
with assistance to attend MARAC
meetings. The first recipients each re-
ceived $300 to defray costs of the spring
meeting in Baltimore. L. Eileen Parris
at the Virginia Historical Society can
provide additional information.

At its spring meeting MARAC in-
stituted a Distinguished Member
Award to recognize individuals who
have been long-term, hardworking
MARAC members.

For Fun

MARAC’s Outreach Committee has
new t-shirts for sale. These jade teal
shirts feature the MARAC logo on the
front and can be obtained for just $6
(plus $1 for shipping) from Jackie
Esposito at 814-865-7931.

That's all the regional news for
now. See ya.

OF NOTE...
(continued from page 9)

material relating to prisoners of con-
science, refuseniks and those permitted
to emigrate to the West. For more in-
formation or to obtain a copy of the
guide, contact the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder, Archives, Campus
Box 184, Boulder, CO 80309; (303)
492-7242; FAX: (303) 492-3969.

» The American Heritage Center at
the University of Wyoming has com-
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pleted a project to catalog its collec-
tions. One benefit of the project has
been the ability to print guides to any
subject from the online records. AHC
has printed guides to environmental
collections, economic geology collec-
tions and women’s history collections.
For more information or to purchase a
guide, contact Mary Ann Malone,
American Heritage Center, P.O. Box
3924, Laramie, WY 82071; (307) 766-
4114; FAX: (307) 766-5511; e-mail:
mamalone@uwyo.edu.

Archives Week
(continued from page 6)

erations to come.”

SOA is the professional group for
archivists in Ohio. 1995 is the third year
for the group's Archives Week pro-
gram.

For further information contact
George Bain by telephone at (614) 593-
2710, by fax at (614) 593-0138, or by
e-mail via bain@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.
edu.




Current Issues

Cheri Thies, Minnesota Historical Society, Assistant Editor

Legislative Update
Louisa Bowen

Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville

Federal Funding

(information from the National Coor-
dinating Council for the Promotion of
History)

National Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH): In March, this col-
umn reported that President Clinton had
recommended a FY *96 budget of $182
million for the National Endowment for
the Humanities. On August 9, the Sen-
ate leadership reached a compromise to
appropriate $110 million each to the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties and the National Endowment for
the Arts. The FY ’95 budget for NEH,
which was initially set at $177 million,
was recently reduced to $172 million by
rescission legislation.

National Historical Publications and
Records Commission (NHPRC): On
August 5, the Senate passed the Treas-
ury Appropriations Bill (HR2020)
which included the FY’96 budget for

the National Archives and the grants
program of the NHPRC. The bill allot-
ted $199.63 million for the National
Archives, an increase of approximately
$6 million over the House amount;
much of that amount was earmarked for
special electronic records and finding
aid projects. The Senate bill appropri-
ated $5 million for the NHPRC grants
program, an increase of $1 million over
the House amount.

Copyright

The July Newsletter of the Society of
American Archivists Manuscript Re-
positories Section reports that there are
measures (H.R. 989 and S. 483) in
Congress to extend the copyright term
for 20 years. There is concern in the
research community that the proposed
legislation will “further’® complicate
the use of unpublished sources.

Preservation Information

Debra Shapiro
Chicago Historical Society

Will return next issue.

Automation Matters
Paul Hedges

State Historical Society of
Wisconsin

Will return next issue.

Archives Listserv

Dennis Moser
Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Village

Will return next issue.

WESTWARD HO!

Kansas State Historical Society Research Center Moves

The Kansas State Historical Society Li-
brary & Archives Division will be re-
locating to a new building adjacent to
the Kansas Museum of History. The
research rooms in the Memorial Build-
ing will close July 10, 1995, and they
will reopen at the Kansas History Cen-
ter September 18, 1995. Our new ad-
dress and phone number will be 6425
SW 6th Street, Topeka, Kansas 66615-
1099, (913) 272-8681.

It will be necessary to curtail refer-

ence correspondence and photoduplica-

Google

tion & audio visual services on June 15.
Any reference letters received after
June 15 will be retumned to the patron.
Orders for microfilming and microfilm
duplication will be dealt with on a case
by case basis.

In order to serve our patrons during
the move, we will attempt to make
microfilm available through interli-
brary loan. Patrons wishing to borrow
microfilm should follow established in-
terlibrary loan procedures.

We apologize for any inconven-

ience and delay caused by our move and
appreciate your cooperation and pa-
tience. We look forward to serving our
patrons in the new Kansas History Cen-
ter.

If you have any questions, please
contact the reference section at (913)
296-4776.

Y
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The

MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE

is pleased to announce its

ARCHIVAL FUNDAMENTALS WORKSHOP SERIES

The series will consist of five four-hour workshops covering the fundamentals of archival
appraisal and acquisition, arrangement and description, collection development, reference,
and preservation, each taught by a highly qualified professional.

Available in 1995-1996 are:

FUNDAMENTALS OF ARCHIVAL APPRAISAL AND ACQUISITION:

Appraisal has been called ‘“‘the most significant archival function,”” and is currently
undergoing important developments in both theory and practice. This workshop introduces
the goals, theories, and terminology of modern archival appraisal, discusses appraisal
practices, and provides an exercise to illustrate the application of theory and practice.
Acquisition is a component of appraisal, but has its own practices and procedures—as well
as ethics—to which participants will be introduced. A reading packet will be mailed in
advance to participants and will be comprised of background information essential to the
lecture and discussion. Though intended for beginners, this workshop is meant to be intensive
and rigorous. It is taught by Mark Greene, Minnesota Historical Society.

FUNDAMENTALS OF ARCHIVAL ARRANGEMENT AND DESCRIPTION:

Arranging and describing records is the daily responsibility of a large number of archivists.
The workshop will introduce participants to the goals that underlie arrangement and
description, discuss arrangement and descriptive practices, and provide exercises to make
participants more comfortable in applying the goals and practices discussed. This workshop
was developed using the SAA Arrangement and Description Curriculum Packet prepared by
Ellen Garrison and Virginia H. Cain. It is taught by Nancy K. Turner, Ball State University.

And coming in 1997 are the FUNDAMENTALS OF COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT,
FUNDAMENTALS OF REFERENCE, and FUNDAMENTALS OF PRESERVATION.
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People and Posts
Nancy K. Turner, Ball State University, Assistant Editor

People and Posts

Debra Shapiro, Assistant Curator of
Prints & Photographs at the Chicago
Historical Society, has accepted the po-
sition of photo research coordinator
with the Pleasant Company located in
Madison, Wisconsin. This company
produces the American Girls series of
dolls and books. Beginning on August
28, Deb will be responsible for locating
and keeping track of images used in
various creative projects initiated by the
publishing arm of the company, includ-
ing books, magazines, videos, etc.
Deb began work at Chicago Histoni-
cal Society in 1992 as a project cata-
loger on the Hedrich-Blessing NEH
grant. She was promoted in June 1994
and was chiefly responsible for acces-
sioning and processing collections. Her
cataloging skills (and her cooking tal-
ents!) will be greatly missed at CHS.

Linda Ziemer has been promoted from
Assistant Curator to Associate Curator
of Prints and Photographs at the Chi-
cago Historical Society, moving into
the position vacated by Debra Shapiro.

sistant curator in Prints and Photo-
graphs since 1985. In June she com-
pleted requirements for a Master’s
Degree in Library Science at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana.

Eric L. Pumroy has been appointed
Director of the Library and Archives at
the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies in
Philadelphia. Prior to coming to the
Balch, Mr. Pumroy was Head of the
Ruth Lilly Special Collections at Indi-
ana University-Purdue University Indi-
anapolis. He was formerly a member of
the MAC Council and chair of the
MAC Education Committee. He was
also co-chair of the Host Committee for
the 1994 SAA meeting in Indianapolis.
The Library of the Balch Institute
for Ethnic Studies has one of the coun-
try’s largest collections of printed and
manuscript material documenting the
history of American ethnic groups.

Brother Roy Godwin, retired archivist
for Alexian Brothers, suffered another
heart attack recently but is doing well
and can be reached at: Alexian Brothers
Residence, 801 Gloucester, Elk Grove

Linda has been employed as an as-  Village, IL 60007.
NEW MEMBER LIST Merchandise Mart Plaza
SUMMER 1995 Chicago, IL 60654
Hlinois Ariel R. Orlov
Chicago, IL 60640
Elizabeth R. Cardman
Urbana, IL 61801 Society of American Archivists
600 S. Federal, Suite 504
Leah Maneaty Chicago, IL 60605
Chicago, IL 60646
Iowa
Lydia McDonald
Museum of Science & Industry Shaner Magalhaes

57th St. & S. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60637

William Piphus

Chicago Transit Authority
West Shops: Record Center

Google

State Historical Society of Iowa
402 Jowa Ave.
Jowa City, 1A 52240

Linda Swenson
Urbandale, 1A 50322

Kansas

Dale R. Steinhauer

C.A.C. History Office

10 Meade

Ft. Leavenworth, KS 66027

Michigan

Camilla Herod
Dearborn, M1 48124

Sandra L. Kortesoja
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Kathy Steiner
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Minnesota

Norman S. Holte
Mankato, MN 56001

Missouri

Franciscan Province of the
Sacred Heart

3140 Meramec St.

St. Louis MO 63118-4399

Nebraska

Karen F. Koka

Nebraska State Historical Society

1500 R. Street
P.O. Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Ohio

Sister Helen Linder, OSF
Sisters of St. Francis
Tiffin, OH 44883

Susan K. Mason
Toldeo, OH 43617

Lynn Sniderman

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland

(continued on page 15)
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Job Announcements

Archivist

The Minnesota Historical Society’s
Division of Library and Archives seeks
an archivist to arrange, describe and
catalog manuscript collections. This in-
dividual will work as part of a team of
professionals and support staff. Re-
sponsibilities include reference service
in the Society’s Research Center on a
regular, but limited basis.

Qualifications: Knowledge of the
principles and products of archival ar-
rangement and description, as demon-
strated by two years of relevant
professional experience or by comple-
tion of an archival training program that
includes a processing practicum; strong
analytical and writing skills; knowledge
of and experience with archival catalog-
ing protocols, including APPM,
AACR2, USMARC, and LCSH, experi-
ence with online databases and catalog-
ing software; knowledge of reference
techniques; strong interpersonal skills;
BA in American History or related dis-
cipline; ability to lift materials up to 40

Ibs. MLS or graduate training in archi-
val administration highly desirable.

Salary: Starting at $2434 per month
with competitive benefits.

To Apply: Send letter describing
qualifications and resume to Michael
Fox, Minnesota Historical Society, 345
Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN
55102. Applications must be post-
marked by October 31, 1995.

Oral Historian

The State Historical Society of Mis-
souri has an opening for an oral histo-
rian to implement a program
documenting the history and activities
of the Missouri General Assembly.
Full-time permanent position carrying
the University of Missouri academic
non-regular status, with 26 days of an-
nual leave and 24 days of sick leave per
year and a standard benefits package
including medical and dental insurance
and other options. Salary: $20,400.
Available 1 December 1995.

Requirements: Master’s degree in
American history, political science, or
one of the humanities or social sciences.
Preference will be given to candidates
who have had training and/or experi-
ence in conducting oral history inter-
views. Must be available for instate
travel; strong computer skills required;
excellent oral and written communica-
tion skills and interpersonal skills es-
sential.

Duties: Plan, conduct, review, edit,
and supervise transcription of oral in-
terviews; prepare finding aids; assist
researchers in use of interviews; pre-
sent public programs.

To apply, send letter of application,
resume, and names, addresses, and
telephone numbers of three references
to: James W. Goodrich, Director, State
Historical Society of Missouri, 1020
Lowry Street, Columbia, MO 65201-
7298. Application deadline is Novem-
ber 1, 1995.

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity
Employer

Job announcements are provided as a service to MAC members and
imstitutions employing archvists. See previous page for charges. Notices
must be coucise. Announcements may be edited or returned. The
deadline is the 15th of the month preceding each issue. The Midwest

freedom. MAC reserves the right to refuse to print job announcements
containing discriminatory statements inconsistent with these principles
or those of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its subsequent
amendments. Copies of the “Statement on Persound Policies” are

Archives Counference has adopted a “Statement on Personnel Policies”  available upon request.
which supports the principles of non-discrimination and intellectual
NEW MEMBER LIST New York Public Library
{continued from page 13) Grand Central Station
P.O. Box 2240
Research Library New York, NY 10163-2240
P.O. Box 5620
Cleveland, OH 44101 o —
CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 1995
Wisconsin
. October 3—Association of Moving October 23—ARMA, Nashville, TN
Deanis Larsen Image Archivists, Toronto
Milwaukee County November 3—Society of Indiana
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 October 18—Oral History Archivists

Out of the Region

Ann M. Foster
Colorado Springs, CO 80936-6013

Google

Association, Milwaukee, WI

October 19—Midwest Archives
Conference, Topeka/Lawrence,
KS

November 15—MAC Newsletter
Deadline
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