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Manuscript Society Information Exchange Database

The Department of Archives and Manuscripts , University
Libraries of Arizona State University , will establish a
database of manuscripts held by personal collectors .
The database will provide scholars with information
concerning many previously unknown or unavailable
primary source materials . For a fe

e , researchers will be

able to search the database , which will become opera

tional when 5 ,000 items have been entered . For addi
tional information , please contact Edward C . Oetting ,

Head , Department of Archives and Manuscripts , Hayden
Library , Arizona State University , Tempe , Arizona
85287 - 1006 (602 - 965 -3145 ) .

REPOSITORY NEWS

Bowling Green State University

Popular Culture Library

The Popular Culture Library o
f Bowling Green State

University has acquired a unique collection o
f

books and
periodicals , personal papers , and other research materials
dealing with the counterculture o

f

the United States in

the 1950s - 1970s , from th
e

estate o
f

William F . Ringle .

The collection reflects various aspects o
f Ringle ' s

research , teaching , and bibliographic work in the areas

o
f

cultural anthropology , ethnobotany , and ethnophar
macology , and covers such topics as radical social history
and politics , the drug culture , mysticism and spiritual

lif
e , communal living , and th
e

underground press .

Several hundred rare small press monographs , plus
broadsides , leaflets , flyers , pamphlets , and clippings are

also included in the collection . Ringle (1933 - 1984 )

received a B . S . in Anthropology in 1963 from Arizona

State University and did graduate work there and a
t

the
University o

f Illinois , where h
e taught from 1964 - 68 .

Ringle spent seven years teaching anthropology a
t

lowa
State University . Ringle established the Bluff Creek
Theoretical Institute , that h

e hoped would become a

subsistence commune o
f working scholars and artists in

Boone , Iowa , where h
e

lived until his death . For further
information , contact : Brenda McCallum , Head Librari

a
n , Popular Culture Library , Libraries and Learning

Resources , Bowling Green State University , Bowling

Green , OH 43403 -0600 (419 -372 -2450 ) .

Exhibit o
f United Methodist Photos o
n Display

An exhibit of United Methodist photographs prepared
by DePauw University Archives is on display a

t

the

Northern Indiana Historical Society Museum , South
Bend , through March 3

0 . After th
e

South Bend exhibit ,

the schedule fo
r

displaying the photos is Fort Wayne

Historical Society , April 1 - 30 ; Bartholomew County

Historical Society , Columbus , Indiana ,May 2 - 30 , Willard
Library , Evansville , June 1 - 29 ; and DePauw University

Archives , July 1 - 31 . The exhibit includes approximately

6
0 photographs selected from the " Images o
f

Indiana

United Methodism , ca . 1860 - 1980 " project coordinated

b
y

the Archives and Special Collections a
t DePauw .

Supported b
y

a grant from the Indiana Humanities

Council , the DePauw Archives is producing a computer
generated index and videotape copy o

f

th
e

entire photo

collection o
f
3 ,500 images from the archives o
f

Indiana
United Methodism .



16 | MAC NEWSLETTER APRIL 1989

POTLIGHT
INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT is edited by Paul
G . Anderson , Washington University School of
Medicine, St. Louis .

INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT

CARLETON COLLEGE ARCHIVES

The Carleton College Archives preserves official records

of th
e

college , making them available for reference and
research , and also collects other material relating to the
history o

f

the institution . The collections first took
form a

s

the result o
f

research for the school ' s centennial
celebration in 1966 -67 . In 1974 the college trustees
granted official standing to the Archives , although not
until 1985 d

id the college hire a full - time professional
archivist .

One o
f

the major focuses o
f

the Archives program is

outreach . Two to four exhibits are mounted and the
Archivist makes three to five classroom appearances

(including formal guest lectures ) every academic year .

During the past four years , research and reference
use - - b
y

administrators , undergraduates , and outside
researchers alike - -has been steadily increasing . College

offices such a
s admissions , development , public relations ,

alumni , dean of students , and the president frequently
call o

n

the Archives for information , displays , o
r

back
ground research . Students and researchers from dis
ciplines a

s disparate a
s biology , religion , education ,

American Studies , women ' s studies , and history o
f

science have used archival resources for everything from

small class presentations to major grant -funded studies .

The Archives , housed in climate - controlled stacks in th
e

library building , presently hold roughly 500 feet of paper
records , 10

0

feet o
f photographs , 50 feet o
f

publications ,

and 1 ,000 recordings . The material includes administra
tive files , departmental reports , and committee minutes ,

and also the records , ephemera , and publications o
f

student organizations and extensive biographical informa
tion o

n most o
f

the college ' s alumni , faculty , and staff .

Among the most important research collections are

those documenting a mission station in China main

tained b
y

the college (1909 - 47 ) , th
e

Dean o
f

the Col
lege ' s office ( 1925 -1983 ) , and the Carleton Student
Association (1930 - 79 ) .

The Carleton College Archives is open from 8 : 00 to 5 : 00

every weekday (with a
n hour out fo
r

lunch ) . Inquiries

b
y

mail (Carleton College Archives , One North College
Street , Northfield , Minnestoa 55057 ) or by telephone

(507 -663 -4270 ) are welcome . Mark A . Greene .
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UNISYS CORPORATION ARCHIVES

navigational equipment .Unisys Corporation , which today bills itself " a

one -source supplier of total information solutions ," was

formed in 1986 from the merger of th
e

Burroughs and
Sperry Corporations . That merger was the largest in the
history o

f

the data processing industry , creating a firm

with $ 1
0 billion in annual revenues that employs more

than 9
0 ,000 people . Burroughs Corporation began in

1886 when four S
t . Louis businessmen co -founded th
e

American Arithmometer Company to market the adding

and listing machine invented b
y

William Seward Bur

roughs . Burroughs embarked o
n

a program o
f

electronic

research and development in 1949 with the establish

ment o
f
a research center in Philadelphia . Sperry

Corporation was formed from the 1955 consolidation o
f

Remington Rand and Sperry Corporations . Remington
Rand was a

n office machines and computer company ,

tracing it
s origins to 1873 when th
e

first Remington

typewriter was produced . Acquisition o
f

the Eckert
Mauchly Computer Corporation in 1950 and Engineering

Research Associates in 1952 placed Remington Rand in

the forefront o
f computer technology . Sperry Corpora

tion was a holding and management company , the
principal components o

f

which were the Sperry Gyro
scope and Ford Instruments firms . Sperry Gyroscope
was founded in 1910 b

y

Elmer Sperry , a prolific inventor
known principally for his development o

f

the gyro -com
pass and other aeronautical and marine directional and

The Unisys Archives was established in 1984 a
s
a unit

o
f Corporate Communications a
t

what was formerly
Burroughs Corporation in anticipation o

f

the company ' s

centennial celebration . After the 1986 merger , the
Archives began to work cooperatively with the Hagley

Museum and Library in Delaware , the repository fo
r

Sperry historical records u
p

to that time . Persons
interested in researching the history o

f Sperry Corpora

tion , including th
e

Sperry Gyroscope Company and
Remington Rand are referred to the Hagley Museum
and Library . The Unisys Archives holds over 500 feet

o
f

material and includes company publications , photo
graphs , artifacts , correspondence and product literature .

Especially well documented in th
e

history o
f Burroughs

are activities a
t

Electro Data , an important acquisition
for Burroughs in 1956 , contributions o

f

Burroughs to

the Allied cause in World War II , and research and
development efforts in the late 1940s .

The Unisys Archives is open to qualified researchers b
y

appointment from 9 : 00 to 4 : 30 Monday through Friday .

Limited telephone reference is available , as are photo
copying services . For more information contact the
Corporate Archivist , Unisys Corporation 4C51 , 1 Unisys
Place , Detroit ,Michigan 48232 . The telephone number

is (313 ) 972 -0318 . Anne Frantilla and Patricia S . Painter

NORTHEAST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

The Archives o
f

Northeast Missouri State University has

a long history o
f collecting materials documenting the

work o
f the institution , which was founded in 1867 .

History professor Dr . Eugene M . Violette began the
Archives in 1902 and served a

s curator for twenty -one
years . It is now administered a

s part o
f

the Special

Collections Department o
f

Pickler Memorial Library .

There a
re major manuscript holdings relating to Glenn

Frank ( 1887 -1940 ) , editor of Century Magazine and
president o

f

the University o
f

Wisconsin , and Harry
Laughlin ( 1880 -1943 ) , eugenics expert and researcher

o
n

th
e

inheritance o
f

racing capacity in thoroughbreds .
Other collections o

f varying sizes include those of James

M . Greenwood , one -time superintendent of schools in

Kansas City , Marie Turner Harvey , a pioneer in rural
education ; and William Torrey Harris , superintendent of

S
t . Louis Schools and U . S . Commissioner of Education .

Some information is also available o
n

a renowned

alumnus , General John J . Pershing .

The Archives collects documents and photographs o
f

permanent interest as well a
s a
ll publications o
f

the
university . Indexing the student newspaper o

n
a micro

computer has been a recent project . Major holdings
document the presidencies o

f

John R . Kirk (1899 - 1925 ) ,

Eugene Fair (1925 -1937 ) , and Walter H . Ryle (1937
1967 ) , but there are also materials dating from the
institution ' s founder and first president , Joseph Baldwin

(1867 -1881 ) , and other early presidents .

Area history is documented b
y

various materials , fo
r

example , Civil War era letters , papers of the local guard

in World War II , records of coal mining operations , and
historic pictures and post cards . The collections include
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vation laboratory as well as additional space .the entire archives of Central Wesleyan College ,Warren
ton, Missouri , which ceased operation in 1941 ( cf.
Special Collections 2 (Summer 1985 ): 13-20 .

The Archives shares quarters with the Missouriana , Rare
Book , and Mark Twain book collections and the
Schwengel Lincoln Collection of books , artifacts, and art
works . In 1989 al

l

will be moved to temporary quarters

in a new library addition pending remodeling o
f

the

Pickler Memorial Library . Plans include a small conser

Serious researchers from beyond the university com
munity a

re welcome upon presentation o
f

identification .

The Archives are open from 8 : 00 to 5 : 00 Monday

through Friday , with university holidays excepted . For
further information , contact Archives and Special
Collections , Pickler Memorial Library , Northeast Mis
souri State University , Kirksville ,Missouri ,63501 ; (816 )

785 -4537 . Odessa Ofstad

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

historical community .Compiled b
y

Louisa Bowen

Southern Illinois University a
t Edwardsville

With thanks to T
im Murray , Jean Knede , the "Director ' s

Report " ( 3 - 9 - 89 ) of th
e

NCC , and Paul Anderson , fo
r

information fo
r

this Legislative Update .

The major focus o
f

the report is the delineation o
f

initiatives necessary to develop the National Archives

a
s

a premier institution for research . The report

recommends three means to accomplish that goal :

increased attention to users and their needs ; enhance
ment o

f

the staffs ' knowledge of the records , and the
preparation o

f
a proposal that identifies the resources

needed to make the National Archives a premier

research institution . (See Executive Summary of the
Goals Recommended fo

r
the National Archives printed

a
t

the end o
f

this review )

orical
Asad the

socic o
f

the N

The National Coordinating Committee fo
r

the Promo

tion o
f History (NCC ) has recently issued a forty -page

report , "Developing a Premier National Institution ; A

Report from the User Community to the National
Archives . " The report represents the major activity of

the NCC over the past year and was compiled after ten
months o

f

research and interviews with National Ar
chives (NARA ) users and archivists . Both the Joint
Committee o

n Historians and Archivists o
f

the Ameri
can Historical Association , the Organization o

f

Ameri
can Historians , and the Society o

f

American Archivists

and the National Policy Board o
f

the NCC endorsed th
e

report in late 1988 . In her introduction to the report ,

Page Putnam Miller , Director of the NCC , writes that

" goals for the future , not past and current constraints ,

are the focus o
f

this report . " The purpose o
f

the report

is to communicate to Congressional leaders , those who
appropriate funds fo

r

th
e

National Archives , and to

NARĀ policy planners the concerns o
f

th
e

historical
community about the future direction o

f

the institution .

The report voices concern that many o
f

the valuable

records necessary fo
r

assuring proper documentation o
f

th
e

activities o
f

th
e

federal government are not being

identified o
r preserved . Additional concerns mentioned

are inadequate finding aids , large backlogs , cumbersome
procedures , inadequate equipment , and too few hours o

f

service in too many physical locations . The report

mentions th
e

sense o
f

isolation fe
lt

b
y many researchers

a
t

the National Archives and the lack o
f opportunities

for communication with trained archivists o
r

a
n

over

dependence o
n

"overburdened and in many cases ,

unseasoned staff . "

The publication o
f

th
e

report is to bolster support fo
r

the National Archives which is still laboring under major
budget cuts made in the early 1980s . The study is o

f

broader interest to a
ll

archivists , however , because it

discusses issues that the archival profession has been
grappling with for years and it articulates the needs and

interests o
f

one primary user o
f

archives , the scholarly

The report recommends that the National Archives
undertake studies to learn more about it

s

users and how
they use the material , and that NARA analyze it

s users '

research strategies and measure the researchers ' success

in retrieving material . It recommends the development

o
f
" a system o
f finding aids and reference services that

serves many constituencies , each requiring very different
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types of services." The report devotes some attention to
a discussion of the effectiveness of reference interviews
for assisting users and th

e

importance o
f evaluating

responses to reference letters a
s

a means to evaluate

reference service .

the Presidential Libraries might be an interesting study

in itself . The report was not produced in a vacuum , and
while the NCC study was being undertaken , NARA
began several projects recommended in the report .

Among them are the involvement o
f

archives users in

planning the new archives research facility , Archives II ,

adjacent to the University o
f Maryland campus in

College Park , and the creation o
f
a council to examine

problems related to the appraisal and preservation o
f

electronic records .

The third section o
f

the report focuses o
n National

Archives staff development , particularly the recommen
dation that the institution develop career incentive
programs for staff subject specialists . The final section

o
f

the report calls for the National Archives to define

it
s

mission , and articulate it
s specific needs and the

amount o
fmoney necessary to fulfill its mandates .

"Developing a Premier National Institution , " which
concentrates o

n

the National Archives operations in and
around Washington , D . C . , is written from the perspec
tive o

f

the academic historian and touches very little o
n :

the needs o
f

other users o
f

the Archives . Whether all
the recommendations in the report would b

e equally

applicable to the National Archives Field Branches and
O
n

th
e

one hand the report calls for a perfect world
where nothing is ever mislaid , where there is enough

money in the Federal Budget to assure that every record
group is fully processed , al

l

the finding aids lead a

researcher to the very document that illuminates his o
r

her study , and a
ll

the archivists are above average . Yet

o
n the other hand there is n
o good reason not to strive

fo
r

that kind o
f

world , and praise th
e

historical com
munity that cares enough to prepare a document that
speaks cogently to urge Congressional leaders to ap
propriate enough money to achieve that goal .

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE GOALS
RECOMMENDED FOR THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

(printed with the permission o
f

th
e

National Coordinating

Committee fo
r

the Promotion of History )

I . Develop the National Archives a
s
a premier institu

tion for research .

letters , and to develop strategies of incorporating
these findings into management policies .

3 . As the National Archives moves forward o
n

strategies for making electronic records more

accessible to users and for developing computer
ized finding aids , there is a need to involve users

in th
e

planning process .

II
I
. Encourage and maximize the staffs ' knowledge of the

records .

1 . Develop a comprehensive plan for becoming a

premier institution for research and adopt both

short and long term strategies fo
r

meeting needs

identified in the four categories o
f quality o
f

holdings , accessibility of holdings , stimulation o
f

intellectual exchange , and capable personnel
support .

2 . Establish a visiting peer review committee , a

virtual tradition among libraries ,museums , scien
tific laboratories , and universities .

II . Devote increased attention to users and their needs .

1 . Develop career initiatives for enhancing the
subject matter knowledge base o

f

the staff o
f

the

National Archives .

2 . Expand the mentoring role of senior archivists .

3 . Provide flexibility fo
r

staff to move easily be
tween the development o

f

reference tools and
reference assistance .

4 . Assign staff to domains - -functionally or subject
related record groups - -that allow them to build

a
n expert knowledge base .

5 . Involve staff with extensive experience and know
ledge o

f

the records in the development policies .

1 . Undertake a comprehensive survey o
f
th
e

diverse
categories o

f

users and their needs .

2 . Involve users in the evaluation o
f

reference

service , to study th
e

characteristics o
f quality

reference tools and reference interviews and
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IV . Document the resources needed fo
r

developing the

National Archives a
s

a premier institution fo
r

research .
the National Archives legislated mandates .

2 . Develop a documented proposal , with appropri
ate projections o

f

costs , for securing the resources
necessary for making the National Archives a

premier institution .1 . Urge Congressional hearings to consider th
e

inadequacy o
f

current funding levels fo
r

meeting

HOUSE O
F

REPRESENTATIVES ADOPTS RULES CHANGES

One January 3 , 1989 the House o
f Representatives voted

to create a permanent Office o
f

the Historian . In

addition , they voted to make House records available

after 3
0 years , replacing a 5
0 -year rule . Sensitive

records will remain subject to the 5
0 -year limit . For

some years Senate record have been subject to a 20 -year
policy .

GUIDES T
O HOUSE AND SENATE RECORDS AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

The Center fo
r

Legislative Archives o
f

the National
Archives has published two guides to legislative records

a
t

the National Archives : the "Guide to th
e

Records o
f

the United States House o
f Representatives a
t

the

National Archives , 1789 - 1989 , " (House Document

1
0
0
-245 ) , and "Guide to the Records o
f

the United State
Senate a

t

the National Archives , 1789 -1989 , " (Senate
Document 1

0
0
- 42 ) . The Office o
f

th
e

Bicentennial o
f

the House o
f Representatives (now the Office o
f

the

Historian , see above ) has recently published ' A Guide

to Research Collections o
f

Former Members o
f

the

House ; " it is th
e

results o
f
a national survey to locate

former House members ' papers . It is available from the

Office o
f

the Historian , U . S . House of Representatives ,

Cannon House Office Building , Room 138 ,Washington ,

D . C . 20515 .

1984 TAX REFORM ACT w
a

In 1987 th
e

A
d

Hoc Legislative Information Committee

o
f

th
e

Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS ) of

the Association o
f College and Research Libraries

distributed a questionnaire related to the impact o
f

the

1984 Tax Reform Act on collection development . The
survey was sent to librarians in various types o

f institu

tions and focused o
n

three issues : institutional response

to the change in the tax la
w , donor relations , policies
and appraisal policies . The survey concluded that the
1984 T

a
x

Reform Act has not dramatically affected
library collection development . An article compiled b

y

Timothy Murray in C &RL News (October , 1988 , p
p
.

589 -591 ) , summarizes the results .
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PUBLICATIONS

Labor 's Heritage

The George Meany Memorial Archives now publishes

Labor 's Heritage , an illustrated quarterly containing
articles by historians , archivists , curators , folklorists and
other writers . It

s news section serves a
s
a national

clearinghouse fo
r

reporting news o
n accessions and

openings o
f

labor records . Archivists are also invited to

submit full length articles dealing with their labor collec

tions . The inaugural issue was January 1989 and news

fo
r

the July issue (Vol . 1 , No . 3 ) should be submitted b
y

April 15 . Subscription rates are $ 15 fo
r

one year , $ 28

for two , and $ 40 for three . Send correspondence and
subscriptions to Labor ' s Heritage , The George Meany
Memorial Archives , 10000 New Hampshire Avenue ,

Silver Spring ,MD 20903 (301 -434 -6404 ) .

Public Accountability and Our Documentary Heritage :

The Indiana Access to Public Records Law

The Society o
f

Indiana Archivists announces the Publica
tion o

f

Public Accountability and Our Documentary

Heritage , by J . Thomas Brown , University Archivist ,

Indiana State University . The booklet provides a

description o
f

Indiana ' s Open Records Law , its implica
tions fo

r

public archives and other historical records

repositories , and a case study o
f

one institution ' s

program to comply with the law . The cost is $ 1 . 50 each
for SIA members , $ 3 . 50 for non -members , plus $ . 50 for
postage and handling . Send your check to Thomas
Krasean , Society o

f

Indiana Archivists , c / o Indiana
Historical Society , 315 W . Ohio S

t . , Indianapolis , IN

46202 .

Constitutional Issues and Archives

This book is a collection o
f papers presented a
t

the fall
1987 meeting o

f

the Mid -Atlantic Regional Archives
Conference , held a

t

Charlestown , West Virginia . It is

the first in a series o
f

Archival Symposia , which will be

published b
y

MARAC and edited b
y

Erika Thickman

Miller . Copies of the first volume may be ordered fo
r

$ 6 . 00 from MARAC , Brother Denis Sennett , S . A . ;

MARAC Secretary , Friars of the Atonement ; Graymoor ,

Garrison , NY 10524 .

The Native American Initiative : A Report to th
e

Commission

The National Historical Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC ) announced the availability of The
Native American Initiative : A Report to the Commission .

This paper is the third in an occasional series o
f reports

b
y

Commission staff . The report describes and evaluates
the Commission ' s Native American Initiative , which
provides grant funding to promote the development o

f

archives and records management programs in tribal or

ganizations a
s well as other activities relating to histori

cal documentation o
f

the Native American experience .

The report was prepared b
y

Daniel A . Stokes and Dr .

Nancy Sahli o
f

the Commission ' s Records Program staff .

The twelve -page report may b
e

obtained free o
f charge

b
y writing to the Records Program , NHPRC , National

Archives Building , Washington , DC 20408 , or by calling
202 -523 -5386 .
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JOBS

Job announcements are provided as a service to MAC members and
institutions employing archivists . There is no charge for printing

announcements , but space considerations require that notices be

concise , and overty long announcements may be edited or returned .

The deadline for th
e

June issue will be May 2
0 .

sonnel Policies " which supports the principles o
f

non -discrimination
and intellectual freedom . MAC reserves the right to refuse to print
job announcements containing discriminatory statements that are

inconsistent with these principles o
r

those o
f

Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and it

s subsequent amendments . MAC ' s " State
ment o

n Personnel Policies " was printed in the October 1979 and

October 1988 issues o
f

the MAC Newsletter , and additional copies a
re

available o
n request .

The Midwest Archives Conference has adopted a " Statement on Per

Project Archivist
Ameritech Archives Project

Project Goal : To maintain the collections o
f

the Ameritech Archives ,

provide reference service a
s requested , gradually build the confidence

and trust necessary to improve senior management support for the

Archives , develop the collections . Project Archivist Position : Requires

a familiarity with archival methodology and a willingness to : 1 )work o
n

a collection which already is well organized and requires relatively little

maintenance ; 2 ) answer reference questions ; 3 ) help identify records

being produced in the Corporate Headquarters offices that have

archival potential and arrange for transfer o
f

those records to the

Archives when appropriate to d
o

so ; 4 ) process newly accessioned
records and add them to the finding a

id

which is word - processing

based ; and 5 ) audio -edit and manage the "transcription and approval
flow " o

f

oral history interview transcripts . Academic , continuing

eduction , or on - th
e
- jo
b

training in archival methodology and theory
helpful . Processing experience required . Must demonstrate ability to

work independently and to get along well in a corporate environment .

Project status : n
o

benefits , compensation competitive based o
n

experience . Chicago location . Send resume (include names , addresses
and telephone numbers o

f
a
t

least three references ) and a sample o
f

a very brief finding a
id

to Linda Edgerly , Director & Consulting
Archivist , Winthrop Group , Inc . , 370 Central Park West , # 104 , New
York , NY 10025 (212 -865 -6181 ) . Search open until position filled .

Project Archivist , Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
New York Public Library

This is a temporary position through November , 1991 , serving under
the direction o

f

the Assistant Chief Librarian fo
r

Rare Books ,

Manuscripts and Archives , as project archivist for the Black Religion

Collection Development Project . Responsibilities will include working
with a national advisory committee to identify target churches and

church - related institutions , and developing and conducting surveys on
site a

t targeted institutions throughout th
e

country . Master ' s degree in

library science , the social sciences or humanities required ; additional

graduate degree o
r

formal training in the archives field desirable . Two
years o
f appropriate professional experience required for appointment

a
t

the Specialist II level . Substantial knowledge o
f

Black religious

history in the United States required . Salary in the mid - 20 ' s . Fo
r

consideration , please send resume to : Francine Feurman , Human

Resources Department , The New York Public Library , 8 West 40th St . ,

New York ,NY 10018 . Candidates selected for further consideration
will be contacted fo

r

interviews . Closing date for applications : June 7 ,

1989 .

Chief ,Manuscripts Acquisitions
Division o

f Library and Archives
Minnesota Historical Society

RESPONSIBILITIES : This position is responsible fo
r

organizing and

implementing the acquisition o
fmanuscripts fo
r

the MHS collections ,

and fo
r

various outreach programs and liaison with other repositories .

Works with other curators in the Acquisitions & Curatorial Dept . , and
with the MN State Historical Records Advisory Board . Position
supervises one professional , and has clerical assistance . QUALIFICA
TIONS : Graduate degree in library science , history or related field
preferred . Must have excellent human relations skills to deal with

donors , researchers , staff o
f

other institutions , and the public

Extensive experience in appraisal and acquisitions required ; some public
speaking and automated systems experience preferred . Knowledge of

basic processing , storage , and conservation necessary to deal with

donors and public . Salary : $ 30 ,000 - $ 39 ,000 depending o
n experience

and qualifications . Send cover letter and resume b
y
7 June 1989 to

James E . Fogerty , Minnesota Historical Society , 690 Cedar S
t
. , St . Paul ,

MN 55101 .
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Project Archivist
Franciscan Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother

NATURE AND SCOPE : A two year project to design and implement

a centralized archival system, consisting of a central archive with
branch repositories , fo

r

a
n

international religious congregation with
headquarters in Rome . Included in the design is the preparation o

f

organizational policies and procedures to ensure systematic acquisition ,

arrangement , preservation and retrieval o
f

materials in light of the

Sisters ' new government structure and mission . RESPONSIBILITIES :

1 ) Become familiar with the history , present archival practices and new
government direction o

f

the congregation . 2 ) Work with leadership

o
f

the congregation and archive personnel . 3 ) Design a centralized
archival system consistent with professional standards . It should

include recommendations for the following : a ) a short and long term
records management program , b ) environmental control , conservation
needs , security , and disaster planning , and c ) facility needs .

4 ) Implement the plan fo
r
a centralized archival system . 5 ) Provide

appropriate training for personnel . 6 ) Prepare a project budget . 7 )

Keep updated records o
f project related expenditures . QUALIFICA

TIONS : MLS o
r MA with archival certificate from a recognized

archival training program . 3 to 5 years o
f

broad range experience ,

preferably in a religious archive . Good planning and communication
skills . The ability to work independently and cooperatively . Some
knowledge o

f

automated techniques . Knowledge o
f

German is not
necessary but would b

e helpful . Willingness to travel . SALARY :

$ 2
3 ,000 + a year depending o
n experience plus standard benefits .

Great fringes and opportunities to travel . Exciting and challenging . A

great opportunity to create a
n

innovative system . Send resume and the

name /address of three references to : Sister M . Gordiana Ney , SSM ,

Archivist Search Committee , 9 Pocono Road , Denville , NJ 07834 .

Applications due o
n o
r

before May 1
5 , 1989 .

Reference Archivist
Archives o

f

the Billy Graham Center , Wheaton College

Responsibilities include supervising the archival reading room ,

answering phone and letter reference requests , conducting exit and
entrance interviews , leading ( in cooperation with other staft ) orienta
tion sessions and classes in archival research methods . Qualifications :

archival training a
t

the graduate level ; graduate degree in history o
r
a

social science ; archival experience . Substantial knowledge about one

o
r

more areas o
f

the history o
f

nineteenth and twentieth century North

American Protestant missions and evangelism very desirable . Please
send covering letter , resume , and three references to the Director o

f

Human Resources , Wheaton College , Wheaton , IL 60187 .

Associate Director , Joint Collection
University o

f

Missouri Western Historical Manuscript Collection
State Historical Society ofMissouri Manuscripts ( S

t
. Louis Campus )

Basic responsibilities : to acquire manuscripts desired b
y

th
e

S
t . Louis

campus and the State Historical Society , to direct the manuscript
library o

n

the S
t . Louis campus ; to direct operational , financial and

personnel activities o
f

the Joint Collection o
n

the S
t . Louis campus ;

and to direct the acquisition , processing and maintenance o
f

the

archives o
f

the S
t . Louis campus . Must have capacity to work

effectively with faculty , scholars , students , staff and general public .

Supervision received from the director o
f

the Joint Collection .

Qualifications : M . A . degree in history , political science , library science

o
r

related field , or an equivalent combination o
f

education and
experience . A Ph . D . in history is desirable . Must have at least three
years manuscript /archival experience . Salary Range : $ 23 ,604 - $ 26 ,952 .

University o
fMissouri benefits package includes health , dental , life and

disability insurance ; ta
x

deferred annuity program available . Applica
tion deadline : April 15 , 1989 . Send applications , letter , resume and
names and addresses o

f
a
t

least three references to : Dr . James W .
Goodrich , Director , Western Historical Manuscripts Collection , 2
Elmer Ellis Library , University o

fMissouri , Columbia , Missouri 65201 ,

a
n equal opportunity , affirmative action employer .

Editorial Associate - - Thomas A . Edison Papers
Rutgers University

The Thomas A . Edison Papers is seeking a
n

editorial associate to

organize , select , and index documents in the archives o
f

the Edison

National Historic Site , West Organge ,NJ . , and to prepare them fo
r

microfilm publication . MA in history and training o
r experience in

archives management are required . Background in business o
r

econo

mic history , nineteenth -century social history , or history of technology

is desirable . Appointment is contingent o
n availability o
f funding .

Send resume and three letters o
f

recommendation to Thomas A .

Edison Papers , Rutgers University , New Brunswick , N . J . 08903 .

Application Deadline : May 31 , 1989 .
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THE MIDWESTERN INQUIRER

By Bruce H . Bruemmer

The Midwestern Inquirer is a free exchange of informa
tion and views on archival techniques and practices. It
provides an opportunity fo

r

archivists to find out how
their colleagues have approached a technical or policy

issue , and is driven b
y

th
e

active participation o
f

it
s

readers . Each issue poses a new inquiry , invites readers '

responses , and summarizes the comments in a subse
quent issue . It

s

methods are unscientific but have
withstood the test o

f

time . The best way to skew the

commentary towards your perspective is to participate -

- inquiring archival minds want to know !

STILL INQUIRING : Turning Unwanted Publications into Easy Money

" A hush is over everything - - Silent as women wait for
love , the world is waiting for the spring . " This line from
Sara Teasdale ' s writing may well explain the paucity of

opinion from MI readers o
n

this issue ' s inquiry . As ' all

things are possible May , " the MI will delay it
s

answer

until next issue . Your wisdom and response is re

quested !
Again , th

e

inquiry :

archivists and manuscript curators are unfamiliar with

the historical book business , and a short venture can b
e

unnerving , o
r

extremely profitable . Please send me your
experiences o

r

advice . If you would like to respond but
prefer to b

e anonymous , just let me know .

Responses received b
y May 1
5 , 1989 will be reported in

the June Newsletter .

Many manuscript curators find themselves with collec
tions of unwanted o

r surplus books or other publications

that often come as part o
f
a donated records collection .

Some o
f

these publications can b
e quite valuable ,

historically and monetarily . While publications are often
sent to an affiliated library ' s " gifts and exchange " service ,

some costly items can get lost in the process and sold
for inappropriately lo

w prices . One option is to sell
publications directly to rare book dealers . What are
your procedures for selling off unwanted publications ,

and what are ethics o
f conducting such transactions ?

Do you have the authority to dispose o
f

such property ,

and can all revenues generated in this fashion b
e

allocated to your repository ? I would b
e particularly

interested in how book dealers are chosen , how a
r

chivists determine a fair price fo
r

their publications , and
how donors are informed o

f

such transactions . Many

Address a
ll responses and inquiries to Bruce H . Bruem
mer , Charles Babbage Institute , 1

0
3

Walter Library ,

University o
f

Minnesota , Minneapolis , MN 55455 o
r

call 612 /624 -5050 . Electronic mail users can send mail
through BITNET to BBRUEMMER @ UMNACVX o

r

through the RLG system to BM .RIZ

Suggestions for future inquiries are encouraged .

HONEST LABELS REDUX

A fe
w

more responses were received to the last issue ' s

inquiry about keeping labels properly affixed to boxes

and folders . Christine Allen from University Products
reminds archivists that the supplier has developed a foil

backed label that is suitable fo
r

holding the ink o
f

either
carbon typewriter ribbons o

r computer printer ribbons .

The label is a combination o
f
a white acid free paper

laminated to a
n aluminum foil with a
n inert acrylic

adhesive that "has a
n affinity for book surfaces as well

a
s most other surfaces . " She reports that application to

curved surfaces is improved greatly because o
f

the foil ' s

"memory . " The foil also serves as a barrier in th
e

event

o
f
a
n adhesive to surface reaction ; the barrier greatly

reduces the possibility o
f fading images o
r

labels falling
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off books or other items. Archivists in the previous MI
had reported favorable results with University Products '
Foil Backed Perma/SealTM Samples a

re available b
y

calling University Products a
t
1 -800 -628 -1912 outside o
f

Massachusetts .
MI has received a letter signed simply , "Lefty . " Evidence

o
n

the envelope suggest a
n Ann Arbor ,Michigan point

o
f

origin .

Having recently come across your feature o
n box labels , I

thought I might share my experiences here a
t

Bottoms

Baseball Card Company Archives . Like many of your
respondents , we have found the conglutinating charac
teristics o

f

the commercially available products solely

unsatisfactory . We ' ve searched high and lo
w

for labels

with a
s

much stickum a
s George Brett ' s bat . After chewing

o
n

the problem for awhile , we finally hit upon a
n

in -house
solution that not only has our labels sticking like barnacles

o
n

the bow , but also has helped the folks over in the
warehouse handle a nasty inventory control problem .

Paul Eisloeffel (Nebraska State Historical Society ) has
taken a different approach to labels b

y affixing clear
plastic pockets to boxes . Labels then ca

n

b
e

slid into
the pocket , and altered o

r

removed a
t will . The use of

the pockets allows archivists to reuse boxes without
scraping off o

ld labels o
r piling labels o
n top o
f

each

other . The pockets are commonly used in the packing
industry ,where they a

re known a
s
" press - on envelopes . "

While most types are sealed from the back , it is possible

to get " front -loading " envelopes in various sizes . The
pockets themselves are not bad from a

n archival per

spective . They are made from two layers o
f
2 . 5 to 3mil

virgin polyethylene , welded o
n three sides to form the

pocket , and they self -adhere b
y

means o
f

a
n acrylic

based adhesive backing . Their shelf life is dependent on

the environment and the surface to which they are

affixed . Paul has used the pockets in three institutions

with great success ; pockets that were affixed to boxes

over five years a
g
o

a
re still sticking . Besides solving the

obvious problems o
f

container reuse , the pockets ca
n

b
e

used to hold notes , temporarily flag containers for
researchers , display final locations during reshelving ,

noting conservation needs , and so o
n . All of these uses

are reversible , thus avoiding the need to cover o
r

remove o
ld labels and markings .

It seems that someone convinced the production depart
ment to put out a triple run o

f Bombo Rivera and Mark
Funderburk rookie year baseball cards . With little prospect
that these cards would ever fetch the price o

f
a 1904

Honus Wagner , someone suggested that we use them to

label o
u
r

boxes . From that simple beginning we have
developed a complex , coded card system based o

n league ,

team , and position , that correlates to the arrangement o
f

th
e

Bottoms company records . For example , a Chicago
Cubs third baseman , bats left , throws right , indicates a box

o
f

vice president fo
r
marketing correspondence , 1975 - 1980 .

The readily identifiable cards obviate Maher ' s concerns
about illegible handwriting and Meissner ' s problems with
flaking ink

Paul purchases the pockets from Associated Bag Com
pany o

f

Milwaukee ,Wisconsin ,which h
e

indicates is the
only supplier that seems to sell them "off the rack " in

reasonable quantities . The size that h
e

uses , large
enough to hold a 2 " x 4 " label , costs $ 26 per thousand .

The pockets themselves can b
e imprinted with the

institution ' s name b
y

the supplier .

A
s

you may b
e aware , our cards are packaged with a thin ,

pinkish sheet o
f

viscoelastic material , ie , it is both sticky
and elastic . Therein la
y

our solution to the great glutino

sity question . When this pink material has been properly
masticated , it is applied to the archival box using the

thumb o
r forefinger . The proper baseball card is pressed

in place . After being allowed to set , the bond between box
and ballplayer becomes nearly infrangible . While our
adhesive has not y

e
t

been subject to longevity tests , cir
cumstantial evidence from the underside o

f

a
ll -night diner

tables suggests that it is virtually eternal
David Klaassen , University o

f

Minnesota , uses similar
pockets , and has been pleased with the results . The
only negative aspect has been excessive bleeding o

f

the
adhesive into the paper o

f

the box . While this is

aesthetically disagreeable , the adhesive has not pene

trated the insides o
f

the box .

Imight mention that in an effort to take full advantage o
f

the information contained o
n each baseball card box label ,

we have based o
u
r

locatering system o
n lifetime batting

average . This has not proven very successful to date . We
have requested Bill James to devise a new baseball statistic
that will better serve our needs .

Finally , in the spirit o
f April , about which Millay wrote

"Comes like a
n idiot , babbling and strewing flowers , " the
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NEW MAC MEMBERS

The following institutions and individuals joined MAC during the months of December through February 1989 :

Roberta Allen

Danville Public Library

Danville , IL 61832

Marquette University

Milwaukee ,WI 53233

Annita A. Andrick
Erie County Hist. Soc.
Erie , PA 16501

Lawrence J. McCrank
Ferris State Univ .
Big Rapids , MI 49307

Ronald H. Axelrad
American Jewish Archives
Cincinnati , OH 45220

Ann M . McFerrin
Univ . of Missouri -KC
Kansas City ,MO 64110

Mark J. Barnes
State Archives of Mich .
Lansing ,MI 48819

Alberta E .McKenzie
Otterbein College

Westerville , OH 43081

Patricia Anne Nikolitch
Gaylord ,MI 49735Betty Marie Bellous

Diadem Research Company

Marquette ,MI 49855 David L . Rosenberg
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh , PA 15260Peter Blum

River Place Holdings , Inc.
Detroit,MI 48207 Mary Louise Sahm

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor
Cincinnati, OH 45215Victoria A Davis

American Medical Assn .
Chicago , IL 60610 Tennessee State Library and Archives

Nashville , TN 37219
Mark J. Duffy
Harvard University Archives
Cambridge ,MA 02138

John Thacker
Wright State University
Dayton , OH 45435

Barbara J. Gilson
Univ of Wis .-Milwaukee
Milwaukee , WI 53201

en el p
ri
m
e
r

reservation A
g
e
n
cyThe Lincoln Legals

Illinois Historical Preservation Agency
Springfield , IL 62701

Steven T . Granger
Waseca County Hist . Soc .

Waseca , MN 56093
Karen Vincent

Minnetrista Cultural Center

Muncie , IN 47308
Barbara Jones
Minnesota Historical Soc .

S
t
. Paul , MN 55101

Jon L . Walstrom
Minnesota Historical Soc .

S
t
. Paul , MN 55101
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OFFICERS AND COUNCIL

President (1987 -80) Council ( 1987–89) Council (1988- 90)

William J . Maher
Archives - Room 19 Library
University of Illinois
1408 West Gregory Drive
Urbana , IL 61801
(217 ) - 333 -0798

Linda J. Evans
Chicago Historical Society
Clark St . at North Ave.
Chicago , IL 60614
(312 ) -642 - 4600

Frank Boles
Bentley Historical Library
University of Michigan
1160 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
(313 ) - 764 -3482

Vice President (1988 -90 )

David Horrocks
Gerald R . Ford Library
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor,MI 48109
(313 ) -668 -2218

Patricia A. Michaelis
Kansas State Historical Society
120 West 10th St.
Topeka , KS 66612
(913 ) - 296- 2624

Glen A . Gildemeister
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Northern Illinois University
University Libraries
De Kalb , IL 60115
(815 ) -753 - 1779

Secretary -Treasures (1987 -89 )

Richard L . Pifer
Un. of Wisconsin -Eau Claire
McIntyre Library
Eau Claire ,WI 54701
(716 ) -836 -2739Dennis E .Meissner

Minnesota Historical Society
1500 Mississippi Street
St. Paul ,MN 66101
(612 ) - 296 -6980

Brother Michael J. Grace , S. J.
Loyola University
6626 Sheridan Road
Chicago , IL 60626
(312)-274 - 3000

COMMITTEES

Archive Committee MAC Newsletter Assistant Editor Program Committee (Spring 1989)

SteveMasar
University of Wisconsin - Madison
(608 ) - 262 -6629

Kevin B. Leonard
Archives - Northwestern Univ . Lib .
(312 ) -491 -3136

Nancy Kunde
University of Wisconsin - Madison
(608 ) - 262 - 3290

(and)
Joel Wurl
Immig . History Research Ctr .
(612 ) - 373 -6581

Editorial Board Chair
Midwestern Archivist

Membership Committee

Nancy Lankford
Western Historical Manuscripts
Collection - Colombia

(314) -882 -6028

Sharron G . Uhler
Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum
216 South Tejon St .
Colorado Springs , CO 80903
(719 ) -578 -6660

Local Arrangements (Spring 1989 )

Shirley Burton
Chicago Branch - National Archives
(312 ) -581-7816Education Committee Nominating Committee '90

Local Arrangements (Fall 1989 )William Wallach
Bentley Hist . Lib . -Univ . of Michigan

(313 ) - 764 - 3482

Charles B . Elston ( chair )

Maureen O 'Brien Will
Sheryl K . Williams

Emeritus Membership Committee President ' s Award Committee

David Johnson
State Archives - - Michigan

(517 ) - 373 - 3124

(and )

Fred Honhart
Archives - Michigan State University

(517 ) - 35
6
-2330

Valerie Browne
Loyola University

(312 ) -508 -2660

Mary Janzen
Chicago Historical Society

(312 ) -642 - 4600

MAC Newletter Editor Public Information Officer Program Committee (Pall 1989 )

David A . Haury
Mennonite Library and Archives

(316 ) -283 - 2500

Cheryl Norenberg Thies
Minnesota Historical Society

(612 ) -296 -6980

William Wallach
Bentley Hist . Lib . - Univ . ofMichigan

(313 ) - 764 -3482 (and )

Judith Endelman
Henry Ford Museum

(313 ) -271 - 1620
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