








Documentary Resources for African -American History on the World Wide Web Continued
By Elaine L . Westbrooks , Digital Research Librarian and Cataloger, University of Pittsburgh .

(Continued from page 11)

this exhibition a
re links to electronic

texts b
y

and about these famous
African -Americans a

s well as library

materials that are available from the

Kansas City Public Library .

ideas and creativity abilities o
f

Afri -

ca
n
-American women a
s captured in

their own words .

The Givens Database o
f

Book
Graphics : Archie Givens S

r
.

Collection o
f

African American
Literature , University o

f

Minnesota , Minneapolis ,

MinnesotaAcademic Institutions

<http : / /brainiac . lib .umn . edu / >

An African American Album :
The Black Experience in

Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County , Public Library o

f

Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County , Charlotte ,North
Carolina

Civil Rights Oral History
Bibliography , University o

f

Southern Mississippi ,

Hattiesburg , Mississippi
<http : / /www - dept .usm . edu /

~mcrohb / >

<http : / /www . cmstory . org /

african /album / volume1 /

default .htm >

This Web site is the aggregation o
f

oral

histories from a variety o
f

archives pri
marily in Mississippi and throughout

the South . Although the site is not
searchable , it includes an index of in
terviews , collections /archives , and
subjects , aswell as links to complete
transcripts o

f
1
5 interviews .While it

lacks sophistication , itcould be a valu
able resource for researchers .

This image database from theGivens

Collection contains the front cover ,

back cover , front inside flap ,and rear
inside flap o

f

more than two hundred

books . A description o
f

each item in

cludes the title , author , and graphics '

creator . Although a browsing mode is

not included , one can conduct basic
and advanced searches . A special fea
ture o

f

the database incorporates con

tent -based indexing to allow users to

search and retrieve images .

“ A
n

African American Album ” is an

o
n -line exhibition o
f

black -and -white
photographs that document aspects o

f

African -American life in Charlotte

and Mecklenburg County before
1950 . This exhibition originally a

p

peared in CD -ROM , and later was
migrated to the Web . The second vol
ume of “ An African American Album ”

continues to document the history o
f

the community after 1950 and incor
porates audio clips . Volume II isavail
able a

t
<http : / /www .cmstory .org /

aaa2 /default .htm > .

The Jackson Davis Collection
of African -American
Educational Photographs ,

University o
f Virginia ,

Charlottesville , Virginia
Documenting the American
South Digital Collection , North
American Slave Narratives ,

Beginnings to 1920 ,

University o
f

North Carolina ,

Chapel Hill , North Carolina

<http : / /www . lib .virginia . edu /

speccol / jdavis / >

<http : / /metalab .unc . edu /

docsouth / neh / neh .html >African American Women
Writers o

f

the 19th Century ,

Digital Schomburg ; The
Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture ,

New York , New York

Jackson Davis , a field agent o
f

the

General Education Board in New

York during the period 1915 – 1930 ,

took the 4 ,500 photographs o
f

Afri
can -American educational scenes in
the southern United States thatmake

u
p

this comprehensive image data

base . There a
re full -text and search

able finding aids available for this

collection .<http : / /digital .nypl .org /

schomburg /writers _ aa19 / >

This digital library documents the

story and struggle for civil and human
rights o
f

African -Americans from the
eighteenth century u
p
to the early part

o
f

this century . The North American
Slave Narratives is one division o

f

the

Collection o
f

Electronic Texts ,which

is a part of the Documenting the
American South Project atUNC . This
division includes 2

9

texts o
f

some o
f

the most famous African - American

narrators .

This full -text database of 52 published

works b
y

nineteenth -century African
American women writers is searchable

and extremely valuable to scholars .

Most importantly , this collection of

texts provides access to the thoughts ,
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Documentary Resources for African -American History on the World Wide Web Continued

By Elaine L. Westbrooks , Digital Research Librarian and Cataloger , University of Pittsburgh .

The Marian Anderson
Collection of Photographs
(1898 – 1992 ), University of
Pennsylvania Annenberg Rare
Book & Manuscript Library ,
Philadelphia , Pennsylvania

Paul Laurence Dunbar Digital

Text Collection ,Wright State
University Special Collections
and Archives , Dayton , Ohio

Virginia Black History Archives
(VBHA Project ) , Virginia

Commonwealth Union (VCU ),

Richmond, Virginia

<http : / /www . libraries .wright . '
edu /dunbar />

<http : / /www . library . vcu . edu /
jbc / speccoll /vbha / vbhanew .html >

<http : / /www . library . upenn .
edu /special /photos / anderson / > This full -text collection is a tribute to

Dayton poet and novelist Paul
Laurence Dunbar . It provides access
to over two hundred poems published

at the turn of the century . In addi-
tion , there is one of hi

s

librettos and

audio versions o
f
a number o
fpoems .

The analog versions o
f

the texts , po
ems , and librettos a

re housed in the

Ohio Historical Society in Columbus ,

Ohio .

This Web site consists primarily o
f

oral

histories and information about the

collections housed in the archives .Al
though none o

f

the documents is

searchable , the Web site contains the
texts o

f nearly 5
0

oral histories .

This digital collection contains over

4 ,500 photographs of the opera singer
Marian Anderson , her friends , col -

leagues , and admirers selected from
one hundred boxes and albums .Us

e
rs can conduct searches b
y

date , b
y

subject , or by photographer as well as

view documents in a browse mode . A

register o
f

the Marian Anderson p
a
-

pers (MSColl . 198 ) is also available

o
n -line . In addition to the collection ,

there is an o
n - line exhibition entitled

“Marian Anderson : A Life in Song ”

that consists o
f

audio clips , manu
scripts , and sheet music from her co

l

lection .

Government Libraries and
Archives

Third Person , First Person :
Slave Voices from the Special

Collections Library Broadside
Collection ; Duke University ,

Durham , North Carolina

Library o
f Congress ,

Washington , D . C . , American
Memory African -American
Perspectives : Pamphlets from
the Daniel A . P .Murray
Collection , 1818 - 1907 , Rare
Book and Special Collections
Division<http : / / scriptorium . lib .duke .

edu / slavery / >

<http : / / lcweb2 . loc . gov / ammem /

aap /aaphome .html >

Mostly Menfolk and a Woman

o
r

Two : A Virtual Exhibit o
f

18th and 19th Century

African -American Literature ,

University o
f

North Carolina a
t

Chapel Hill , North Carolina

The collection o
f images o
f

letters ,

maps , and manuscripts reveals the
topics o

f

forced migration , the slave
community , the slave trade ,work as a

slave , and freedom .

<http : / /www .metalab . unc . edu /

afam _ authors /homepage .html >

Uncle Tom ' s Cabin & American
Culture , University o
f Virginia ,

Charlottesville , Virginia

Spanning nearly one hundred years ,

this digital collection consists o
f

titles

that document African -American cul
ture through a

n array o
f pamphlets o
f

sermons on racial pride and political

activism ;annual reports of charitable ,
educational , and political organiza
tions ; college catalogs and graduation

orations . Also included are biogra
phies , slave narratives , congressional
speeches , legal documents , poetry ,

playbills , dramas , and librettos . One
may browse subjects o

r

conduct
searches b

y

author and b
y

keyword .

This collection o
f digital texts , ex

cerpts , and audio files spotlights some

o
f

the early African -American writers

whose work is collected in the Uni
versity o

fNorth Carolina library sys

te
m
. There are also biographies and

links to other resources o
n

the Web

b
y

and about these exceptional au
thors .

<http : / / jefferson .village .

virginia . edu / utcsitemap .html >

This digital collection is a full -text
searchable multimedia archive o

f

texts ,

images , songs , 3 - D objects ,and video
clips o

n

a wide variety o
f

issues and

themes that are associated with
Harriet Beecher Stowe ' s text Uncle
Tom ' sCabin . Al

l

information is acces

sible in three types o
f

search modes :

interpretive , browse , and search .

(Continued o
n page 1
4 )
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Documentary Resources for African -American History on the World Wide Web Continued

By Elaine L .Westbrooks , Digital Research Librarian and Cataloger, University of Pittsburgh .

(Continued from page 13)

The Fight for Civil Rights :
Black Soldiers in the Civil War

States Colored Troops (USCT)Creative Americans , Portraits
by Carl Van Vechten 1932
1964, Prints and Photographs

Division

<http : / / lcweb2 . loc .gov /anmem /
vyhome .html >

<http : / /www . itd .nps . gov / cwss /
usct .html ><http : / /www . nara . gov /

education / teaching /usct /
home .html >

Numerous teaching activities ,histori

ca
l

documents , and photographs e
x -

plore the issues o
f emancipation and

military service . It includes 1
3 pages

o
f

documents and one detailed teach
ing activity for teachers and
students .

This impressive digital collection con

sists o
f

approximately four hundred

photographs taken b
y

African -Ameri
can photographer Carl Van Vechten

( 1880 – 1964 ) between 1932 and

1964 . The vast majority of th
e

collec -

tion contains portrait photographs o
f

American celebrities . A much smaller
portion o

f

the collection is an assort

ment o
f

American landscapes . One
may browse subjects o

r conduct
searches b

y

occupation and b
y key

word .

The National Park Service ' s searchable
database o

f

over 230 ,000 surnames of

the United States Colored Troops con
tains valuable information about the

battles and regiments /units of the
Civil War as well as o

f

th
e

African
American troopswho participated . In

addition to these data , 180 histories

o
f

United States Colored Troops regi

ments /units are listed . There a
re links

to themost significant battles fought ,

National Park Service Civil War sites ,

and other Civil War soldier Web sites .

Beyond the Playing Field :

Jackie Robinson , Civil Rights
Advocate

<http : / /www .nara . gov /
education / teaching / robinson /

robmain .html >

National Archives and
Records Administration ,

Washington , D . C .

The Digital Classroom :

Primary Sources , Activities ,

and Training for Educators
and Students : The Amistad
Case

This on -line exhibition ofmanuscripts

and photographs traces Jackie
Robinson ' s career a

s
a civil rights

leader . There are nine documents and
three lesson plans available that high
light Jackie Robinson ' s accomplish
ments as well as hi

s

impact o
n the

greater community o
f

Americans out
side o

fmajor league baseball .
Born in the wake o

f

Freedom :

John Mitchell , Jr . , and the
Richmond Planet , Richmond ,

Virginia , Library of Virginia ,

Virginia Newspaper Project
<http : / /www . lva . lib . va . us /

pubserv /vnp /planet /pref .htm >

<http : / /www .nara . gov /

education / teaching /amistad /

home .html >

National Park Service ,

Historic Places of the Civil
Rights Movement

This o
n - line exhibition focuses on the

Richmond Planet , the dominant Afri
can -American newspaper of Rich
mond from 1883 – 1938 , and its edi
tor , John Mitchell , Jr .One of the goals

o
f

this exhibition is to promote news
papers a

s primary resources that docu
ment cultural , social ,and political his
tory o

f Virginians in the late
nineteenth to early twentieth century .

In order to preserve the heritage of

African -American Virginians , the Vir
ginia Newspaper Project seeks to pre

serve a
ll African -American newspapers

published in Virginia for generations

to come .

This collection focuses o
n

documents

related to the circuit court and Su
preme Court cases involving the 1839
Amistad slave revolt . It includes over

1
9 pages from court documents such

a
s Supreme Court opinions about th
e

legalbattle . In addition , teaching tools
are included to assist educators and

students in using primary documents

o
n the Web .

<http : / /www . cr . nps . gov / nr /

travel /civilrights >

TheNational Park Service digitized a

collection o
f photographs and docu

mentation o
n 4
1 properties through

out 20 states and th
e

District o
f Co

lumbia that are listed in the National
Register o

f

Historic Places .

Name Database o
f

the United
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Documentary Resources for African -American History on the World Wide Web Continued

By Elaine L . Westbrooks , Digital Research Librarian and Cataloger, University of Pittsburgh

Commercial Institutions

African -American
Newspapers : The 19th
Century , Accessible Archives ,

Malvern , Pennsylvania

Jackie Robinson 's entrance into ma-

jo
r

league baseball . This on - line exhi
bition includes a variety o

f photo

graphs , questionnaires , clippings ,

editorials , and essays about the out -

standing individual who broke the

color line o
f

baseball .

songs and music o
f

antebellum

black -face minstrelsy in the 1850s , the
abolitionist movement , as well as the
Civil War period . The condensed ver
sion o

f

this digital collection is part o
f

the American Memory Web site o
f

the

Library o
f Congress at <http : / /

memory .loc .gov /ammem /award97 /

rpbhtml /aasmhome .html > .

<http : / /www .accessible . com >

African -American Poetry ,

1760 – 1900 , Literature Online ,

Chadwyck -Healey , Arlington ,

Virginia
New York Public Library Digital
Library Collections

<http : / / lion . chadwyck . com >

Created and distributed b
y

Accessible

Archives , this enormous collection of

African -American newspapers con -

tains a wealth o
f

information about

African -American life in the nine
teenth century . It is ric

h

with firsthand
reports o

f congressional activities , bi -

ographies , essays , editorials , and a
d

vertisements . This database includes
the following newspapers : Freedom ' s

Journal ; The Colored American ( fo
r
-

merly The Weekly Advocate ) ; Frederick
Douglass ' Paper ; The North Star ; The
National Era ; The Christian Recorder ;

and Provincial Freeman .

This commercial database is a collec

tion o
f

over 2 ,500 poems b
y

African
Americans based o

n William French ' s

bibliography , Afro -American Poetry
and Drama 1760 – 1975 : A Guide to

Information Sources (Gale Research ,
1979 ) . As part of the Literature
Online digital collection , African
American Poetry is a full -text database
that is searchable and contains second

ary sources such a
s author Web sites ,

research resources ,bibliographies ,and
discussion lists . Recently , the Litera
ture Online Interface has been exten
sively restructured in order to add

prominent poets and poetry from the

twentieth and twenty - first centuries .

The New York Public Library is in the

process o
f digitizing a collection o
f

manuscripts compiled b
y

the Works
Progress Administration Writer ' s Pro
gram . This collection , “ Black New
York , ” will document the history of

African -Americans in New York City

from the 1626 arrival o
f

the first 1
1

African -American in New Amster
dam .

AfriGeneas : African
Ancestored Genealogy

The School o
f Library and
Information Science at the
University o

f

North Texas ,

Denton , Texas

<http : / /www .afrigeneas . com / >

AfriGeneas serves primarily a
s
a fo

rum o
f

African -American genealogy .

One o
f

themost useful features is the
searchable database o

f

surnames , the
Slave Data Collection database o

f

wills ,

inventories , census and bible records ,

and slave manifests . In addition ,there
are tips to facilitate research , links to

Web resources , an on -line newsletter ,

and a Listserv .

Forthcoming Digital

Collections

The School o
f Library and Informa

tion Science is working in conjunc

tion with the African -American Mu
seum in Dallas to create a

n image

database that will consist of images
from it

s African -American fo
lk

a
rt col

lection o
f paintings , sculptures , and

household objects . The bulk o
f

the

photography archives comes from the
photographic collections o

f Sepia
Magazine (1945 –1983 ) , a major se

rial that had documented African
American life and culture fo

r

nearly

four decades .

African -American Sheet Music
Digitizing Project , Brown
University Special Collections ,

Providence , Rhode Island

Soul of the Game , The
Sporting News

<http : / /www . sportingnews .

com / features / jackie / >

Brown University , a recipient of the
1996 - 1997 Ameritech /Library of

Congress National Digital Library

competition award , has digitized a col
lection o

f

over 1 ,500 pieces o
fAfri

can - American - related sheet music

from the John Hay Library dating

from 1870 – 1920 . It includes many

The Sporting News newspaper opens

it
s

archives to celebrate the legacy o
f

Jackie Robinson and to commemo

rate the 1997 50th anniversary o
f

MAC Newsletter • January 2000 1
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THE LONE ARRANGER Elisabeth Kaplan , Assistant Editor

Episode 11 : Taking a Busman 's Holiday

By Erik Nordberg

Michigan Technological University Archives and
Copper Country Historical Collections , Houghton ,Michigan

We talked at one point of gathering a posse to track down
those elusive solutions to the Lone Arranger 's enigmatic
existence .One surefire way to find other pardners along
the archival trail is to plan yourself a busman 's holiday .
For those not in the know , the phrase “busman's holiday ”
was started in the wild ,wild , West referring to a working

vacation taken by those who couldn 't afford a real, sittin '
around , watching - TV vacation . Sounds strangely

familiar , eh ?

Consider how they facilitate and support access to their
holdings . Do they have a reading room ? If so ,what are it

s

hours o
f

operation ?Do they have finding aids or perhaps

a card -based indexing system ?What d
o

they feel a
re the

advantages to the system they use ? How d
o they arrange

fo
r

photocopying ? How about color copies o
r photo

graphic duplication ?What a
re their pricing schedules ? The

list o
f

worthwhile questions is endless ; take some time in

advance to identify the information that might bemost

valuable a
s you compare your own activities .

Well , a Lone Arranger ' s busman ' s holiday is designed to

show you how the rest o
f

the archival world puts their

pants o
n . It ca
n

b
e
a simple affair , or maybe a bit more

involved . For instance , you might se
t

aside a day o
r

a
n

overnight and merely head out to visit other archives in

your region . Oryou could allow the true pioneer spirit to

take you a bit farther afield . If you have a VERY under
standing spouse , you could even g

o

the whole hog and

work a fe
w

archival visits into your next vacation itiner

a
ry ,between stops a
t the “World ' s Largest Ball of Twine ”

and the “Home of theNation ' s First Chili Cook -off . ” Don ' t

worry too much about the spouse : you ' d be surprised how
many archives and historical societies are conveniently

located near quilting , craft , power tool stores , and / or

saloons .

When Imake these kinds of visits , I usually tr
y

to make

contact before arriving . It ' s always much better if folks
know you ' re coming , though it does lead some to wonder
just what sort o

f

freaky person visits other archives for

fun . Actually , you ' ll usually find that your colleagues are
only too happy to make the acquaintance o

f

another fel
low archivist . Notice might also get you a behind -the
scenes tour . ( I recall a recent visit to one of the nation ' s

larger state historical societies where Iwas given the chance

to see it
s
“holy cow ” room , so named because it
s two

story , 80 -foot shelving tends to elicit such comment from
the unprepared souls who enter . ) Ofcourse , you ' ll need

to marshal your patience , tact and diplomacy when deal
ing with a few bigwigs a
t

institutions that epitomize the
Big Archives Machine : a few have been known to take an

annoyingly patronizing approach to visits from u
s

little

parochial archivists . ( “We call this a RECORDS CEN
TER BOX . It is used in our RECORDS CENTER . ” ) I ' m
underresourced , not deaf .

The purpose o
f

the trip is to learn about other collections ,

meet your counterparts in other agencies and institutions

and ,most o
f
a
ll , to take a good look at the way they d
o

business . B
ig , medium , small — it really doesn ' t matter .

You ' ll be surprised at what you can learn from a
n agency

o
f any size .

T
ry

to b
e systematic in the kinds o
f

information you gather

so that you can make some realistic comparisons to your

own operations . How large a
re the agency ' s collections ?

How many staff members are employed ? Full -time , part
time , or volunteer ? How is staff time allocated o

n
a weekly

basis ?Any specialprojects ?What is the focus o
f

the agency ' s

collection policy ?What kind o
f

new material has recently

been added ?What areas fo
r

future growth a
re expected ?

What level of budget support do they receive ?

B
e

prepared to give a
smuch information a
s you get : you

should expect a fair exchange o
f

information with your

professional colleagues (even if they don ' t recognize your
similarity to their situation ) . I often take a little packet of

material from our reading room , including one ofourstan
dard pamphlets , copies o

f

research guides to heavily used
portions o

f

our collections , and a business card . I ' m often
amazed a

t

the contacts that are renewed several years after

a
n initial visit .

These trips produce a
ll

sorts o
f tangible benefits . Obvi

ously ,you ' ll get to know what ' s in other archives and how

(Continued o
n page 2
6 )
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News from the Midwest - Mee Kim ,MacArthur Foundation
Kathy Koch ,Milwaukee Urban Archives , Assistant Editors

Mee Kim

(Michigan ,Minnesota ,Nebraska ,North Dakota ,
South Dakota ,Wisconsin )
Research Assistant

The John D . and Catherine T.MacArthur Foundation
140 South Dearborn Street , Suite 1100
Chicago , IL 60603 -5285
Phone: 312 -917 -0335
E -mail :mkim @macfdn .org

Kathy Koch

( Illinois , Indiana , Iowa, Kansas ,Missouri , Ohio )
Academic Archivist
Milwaukee Urban Archives
University of Wisconsin -Milwaukee
P. O . Box 604

Milwaukee ,WI53201
Phone : 414 -229 -6979

Fax : 414 -229 -3605

E -mail: kk2 @ gml. lib .uwm .edu

ILLINOIS INDIANA

Indiana Historical SocietyArt Institute o
f Chicago ,

Ryerson and Burnham
Libraries

four -year colleges , and those em
ployed in government ,museums ,and
the private sector as well as in major

universities . The conference also seeks

to encourage graduate students , who
will soon serve in these diverse capaci

ties , to become involved in profes

sional activities early in their careers .A
n

exhibit entitled “ Chicago Under
Wraps : Dust Jackets from 1920 -

1950 ” displays over 6
0

dust jackets

that a
ll

have a ti
e

to Chicago , either
depicting a Chicago scene , designed

b
y
a Chicago artist , or published b
y
a

Chicago firm . The Caxton Club o
f

Chicago organized the exhibit .

The Indiana Historical Society ' s new
state - o

f
-the -art headquarters opened

to th
e

public o
n July 1
0 , 1999 . In

cluded in the new facility is theWill

ia
m Henry Smith Memorial Library

the Cole Porter Room featuring mu -

si
c

from Indiana natives , the History

Market gift shop ,and a three hundred
seat theater . The 165 ,000 -square -foot ,

four -story building was designed b
y

CSO Architects of Indianapolis and
The Stubbins Associates , Inc . ofCam
bridge ,Massachusetts . The Society ' s

previous home was the 1
9 ,000

square -foot , third floor of the Indiana
State Library and Historical Building .

More information on thebuilding ca
n

b
e

found o
n the Society ' s Web site :

< http : / /www .indianahistory .org /

gropen .htm > .

The meeting seeks to bring together

American historians located in the

Midwest as well as those American

historians studying the Midwest .

More attention will be devoted to the

practice o
f

history both in classrooms

and in public settings ; fully a third o
f

th
e

sessions are to b
e

devoted to pro

fessional development . For more in

formation contact the OAH a
t 812

855 -7311 ; E -mail : mrc2000 @ oah .

org ; or Web site : <www .oah .org /

meetings / > .

ELCA Archives and Records
Center , El

k

Grove

University o
f

Iowa ,

lowa Women ' s Archives

About 75 people attended a dedica

tion ceremony September 1
7 for the

new 1
6 ,000 -square -foot Archives and

Records Center o
f

the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA ) .

Earlier this year the archives moved

there from it
s

former location in the

Village o
f

Rosemont . Improved cli
mate control for records storage , and
better space fo

r

researchers and staff

are features o
f the new facility . For

further information o
n the facility

and / o
r

the archives , visit its Web
site : <www .elca . opr / it / list /

listnews .html >

IOWA

lowa State University

The Organization o
f

American His
torians (OAH ) , in conjunction with
the Iowa State University Department

o
f History , will host its first annual

regional conference August 4 - 6 ,

2000 . Its aim is to serve anew it
s mem

bers at high schools , community and

A new o
n -line exhibit a
t the Iowa

Women ' s Archives focuses o
n Katherine

La Sheck , an entertainer from the 1910s
and 1920s . La Sheck was a singer with
the College Girls and the Marigold

Quarter . The creative slide show exhibit
design gives the impression o

f
a silent

movie . The inventory fo
r

the La Sheck

papers is also available on -line .Web si
te :

<http : / /www . lib .uiowa .edu / iwa /iwa _ .

page1 .htm >

(Continued o
n page 1
8 )
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST - Continued
Mee Kim and Kathy Koch , Assistant Editors .

(Continued fr
o
m

page 1
7 )

KANSAS NORTH DAKOTA

Kansas State Historical
Society

University Archives , North
Dakota State University , Fargo

terials from the Alternative Press col

lection acquired in 1996 . Writings ,

artwork , correspondence , posters ,

mimeographs ,and advertising related

to the creative community o
fDetroit

spanning the 1960s through the
1990s ar

e

included in the display .Web
site : <http : / /www . lib .umich .edu /

libhome / SpecColl . lib /

AltPrExh .html > .

The Kansas Electronic Records Man
agement Guidelines have recently

been posted o
n the Kansas State His

torical Society ' sWeb site . The guide
lines , funded through a

n NHPRC
grant , aim to help state agencies cre
ate , access , and preserve their elec
tronic records . Web site : <http : / /

www .kshs .org / archives /ermguide .

htm > .

MISSOURI

“NDAC / SU Buildings : A history o
f

NDSU through it
s buildings ,monu

ments ,and memorials ” is the featured
exhibit o

n

theWeb site o
f

theNDSU
Archives . The site features histories ,

photographs , and lore related to each

building featured a
swell as the ability

to submit stories to add to the exhibit .

A database o
f

almost seven hundred

sources has been assembled to make

u
p

the project and Archives staffmem
bers are still working to enlarge and
improve it . Web site : <http : / /

www .ndsu .nodak . edu /buildings / > .

Washington University Special
Collections

MICHIGAN

Michigan State University
Archives and Historical
Collections ,Michigan State
University , East Lansing

OHIO

Among the on - line exhibits included

o
n

the Washington University Web

site are “Art to Enchant : Illustrators
and Shakespeare ” and “Curtain Time :
Student Performing Arts at Washing

ton University . ” “Art to Enchant " fea
tures images from illustrated
Shakespearean texts from 1744 to

1986 , and “Curtain Time ” tells the
story o

f

the performing arts atWash
ington University since 1880 . Web
site : <http : / /library .wustl . edu /Units /

Spec /exhibits / > .

Society o
f

Ohio Archivists
The Michigan State University A

r

chives staff have finished processing

the following collections , which are
now available for research :

• Office o
f

the Provost General Aca

demic Administration . Records .

• Associate Provost .Records .

• Wesley R . Fishel . Papers .

• Leonard Falcone . Papers .

• Media Communications .Records .

Web site : <http : / /www .msu .edu /unit /

msuarhc / collections .html > .

The Society o
f Ohio Archivists has
recently expanded it

s

Web site ,which
includes committee and councilmem
ber lists , workshop information , and
links to Ohio repositories . Web site :

<http : / /www .ohiojunction .net /soa > .

NEBRASKA
Office o

f

the Governor
Nebraska State Historical
Society , Lincoln A story in the Akron Beacon Journal

reported that o
n September 15 , 1999 ,

Ohio Governor Bob Taft signed into

la
w
a bill allowing people requesting

public records the option o
freceiving

the records b
y

mail . The law also per

mits the state offices and agencies to

charge reasonable fees for postage .

Gerald R . Ford Conservation Center

is now o
n -line with a Web site linked

from the site o
f

the Nebraska State

Historical Society . The site provides
descriptions o

f

the services provided

b
y

it
s

trained staff , as well as samples

o
f

images . Web site : <http : / /www .

nebraska history . org / lib -arch /

research /photos /digital /index .htm > .

Special Collections Library ,

University o
f Michigan , Ann

Arbor

The Special Collections Library is

currently displaying a
n exhibit en

titled “ Your Artwork Here : 30 Years

o
f

the Alternative Press . ” Significant

a
s

the first solely archival exhibit a
t

the university library , it displaysma
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST - Continued

- - - - - - -

Mee Kim and Kathy Koch , Assistant Editors .

SOUTH DAKOTA WISCONSIN

State Archives , South Dakota

State Historical Society
State Historical Society of
Wisconsin ,Madison МАС Г

Upcoming

MAC Meeting
Sites and Dates

State Archives staff recently partici -
pated in a pilot project in si

x

schools

to learn about South Dakota through

a
n

o
n - line interactive program .Spon

sored b
y

TIE (Technology & Innova
tions in Education ) , the eight -week
program allowed fourth - sixth graders

to E -mail other participants and vol
unteer “experts ” while learning about

South Dakota nature , history , and
communities . Photos and documents
from the State Archives , ephemera
from the Historical Society museum
collections , and other materials were
available a

t
a Web site for the students .

The program will be available to al
l

schools in the state next year . See the
Discover South Dakota Web site ( link

to Web site : <http : / /www .ncrtec . or
g
/

sd / > ) for more information .

Over 40 cubic feet o
f

records o
f

the

Wisconsin Division o
f

Tourism , the
predecessor o

f

the current Depart

ment o
f

Tourism , have recently been
appraised and arranged ,and had find

in
g

aids prepared a
spart o
f
a four -year

project o
f

the archives . This project

was funded b
y

dedicated funding

through the state budget to make the

records o
f

state government more ac
cessible for research . The archives '

records o
f

state agencies ,which totaled
nearly 4

0 ,000 cubic feet at the start

o
f

the project ,have been underutilized
because the archives staff did not have

the resources to prepare description

and finding aids in keeping with pro

fessional standards .
Chicago , Illinois
May 4 – 6 , 2000

Cleveland , Ohio

(JointMeeting

with MARAC )

Oct . 19 - 21 , 2000The finding aids prepared b
y

this
project will allow users to identify spe

cific material relevant to their research .

The Tourism Division records track

state support fo
r

tourism during the

1970s and 1980s when the division

was part o
f

the Department o
f

Local

Affairs and Development , the Depart

ment o
f

Natural Resources and ,

finally , the Department of Develop
ment .

Chicago , Illinois
Spring 2001

The spring 1998 issue of South Da
kota History will feature archivist
LaVera Rose ' s article , “Dakota Re
sources :Women ' s History Resources

in the State Archives a
t the South

Dakota State Historical Society . ”

Among the recent acquisitions in

cluded in this article are records o
f

the

Church Women United o
f

South

Dakota , papers o
fHyde County ru

ra
l

schoolteacher Florence DeWolf

Olson , records of the Oahe Chapter

o
f

theNational Secretaries Association

(International ) , South Dakota State
Federation o

f

Business and Profes

sional Women ' sClubs records , and 14

cubic feet o
f family papers belonging

to prominent Aberdeen resident
Matilda Jewell Gage .

Indianapolis ,

Indiana
Fall 2001

Chicago , Illinois
Spring 2002
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Current Issues — Todd J. Daniels -Howell , IUPUI, Assistant Editor

ELECTRONIC CURRENTS knowing al
l

about it — the conven

tional academic fiction .

By Robert Horton
Minnesota Historical Society

not develop the infrastructure to sup
port them .Nonetheless they were suc
cessfully buildingwarehouses , spend
ing lots o

fmoney , committing their
agencies and the state to certain paths

and projects . But the level of educa
tion around them was so uneven that

the impact o
f

their work was not fully

o
r

even superficially understood .

Educating the Archivist for
Information Technology

Archivists are al
l

aware that they need

to broaden their own horizons in o
r

der to deal with information technol
ogy . To realize it

s potential andman
age it

s challenges archivists need to

educate themselves . But , given the
multitude o

f

sins that “ information

technology ” covers , there are many ,

many directions to take . In that con
text , itmight be useful to examine the
choices made , for better or worse , b

y

the State Archives in Minnesota .

This concept o
f

education seems com
pletely inappropriate for information
technology .What often impresses me
about information technology is just

how thin — o
r

how fleeting - anyone ' s

knowledge o
f
it really is . This sense is

echoed b
y

the people we work with
in government .What we al
l

seem to

know best is just how little we know .

I especially have this picture of inter
agency projects assomeflashing Rube
Goldberg contraption where one per

son knows just how to get themouse

to take the flag and run across the

tightrope , another how to get the

marble to twirl down the spiral and

so o
n .Many ofour information tech -

nology practitioners know one soft
ware application , or one version of it ,
really well . Others will know certain
functions or certain concepts very

well . But the depth and breadth of

knowledge is very often superficial ;

the rapid and unpredictable changes

in information technology make cer
tainty impossible .

What we have focused upon , in evalu
ating and selecting from our array o

f

educational needs and options , is their
practical application . What we have
always feared is being “ al

l

dressed u
p

with n
o place to g
o . ” B
y

that Imean
education isnot an end in itself ;un
like virtue , it should not be its own
and it

s only — reward .With the rapid
changes in technology ,our investment

in education appears to b
e

more and

more a case o
f

interminable expendi

ture , so to justify it , we have to get

some tangible return . And in

Minnesota ' s case , we are trying to

measure that return in terms o
f part

nerships , of collaborations , and of e
f

fective and productive projects that

win the support and the cooperation

o
f

records creators .

Another example : Minnesota has a

pretty sophisticated community o
f

people working with geographic in

formation systems (GIS ) . And in the
State Archives we looked to their pro
gram a

s
amodel : they define standards

for data , they create Web -based clear
inghouses fo

r

information sharing and

distribution , they manage “ archives ”

o
f

data in electronic formats .Wewere
interested . As we g

o
t

to know the
people better and asked how they ac
complished this , they confessed that
the accomplishment seemed to them
awfully tenuous and that it rested o
n

a kind o
f

Sisyphean labor o
f

educa

tion . They constantly had to get the

word out , to teach people , to explain
principles , to address question after
question . It still seems to be a great
program and a valuable model . But
they se

e

a
n eternity o
f workshops

ahead .

Here a
re some recent examples we ' ve

encountered . In May ,we organized a

seminar fo
r

the people in state gov

ernment who a
re actually developing

o
r operating data warehouses . Among

other questions ,we asked what was
holding them back — what was hin -

dering the development o
f

this tech
nology . And to a person , they a

n -

swered that most people in their own
departments did not understand what

they were doing

From this perspective , education for
information technology is never g

o

ing to be final — there is n
o

end to it

and that is a scary prospect . Archivists
will have to keep learning lots of

things ;and they will have to keep e
x

plaining what they learn , lots o
f

times .

And to mitigate the difficulties o
f

that

education has to have a practical fo

cus . Archivists have to find someways

to put some edges on it .

T
o examine that , le
t ' s begin with edu

cational strategies . Before becoming

a
n archivist I started out as a histo - ,

rian , and in those youthful days I

wrestled with the professional ideal o
f

mastery , o
f learning a subject inside

and out , of getting a Ph . D . , and

Their colleagues did not know how

to build systems that would feed data

to them . Their human resources
people could not define o

r

advertise

for positions with the skill sets they

needed . Their administrators could

In response , in Minnesota , we try to

specialize . Since there is so much to

learn about we need to determine our

2
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Todd J. Daniels -Howell, IUPUI,Assistant Editor

want some input into the creation of
systems , it is critically important to
be able to describe and understand

models .

priorities . The principle wekeep fore-
most in mind is that we are not build
ing th

e

systems , so we do not actually
need to know how to write code o

r

connect wires . We need to know
enough to articulate what we want .
We need to know how to express our

selves in a language that others can

understand . So our role is verymuch
that o

f
a
n interpreter .We take what

we know and translate that into terms

that records creators and systems de
signers ca

n

understand and imple

ment .

We have to b
e

able to d
o the same

with the records and data the systems

create . That gets us into metadata , o
f

which there is a bewildering variety .

Wewant to beable to understand and
apply thebasic standards — as , for ex
ample ,GIS metadata and the Dublin
Core for Web pages — so that we can

understand what our customers are
creating and describing .

And not the only one : in this article ,

everything w
e

d
o in Minnesota might

appear to work simply and flow
smoothly but , to the contrary , there

is an enormous potential for friction
and irritation here .My unspoken pre
sumption is thatwe have to learn be
cause wehave to change : it is a brave
new world for archives . But not ev
eryone wants to change . And hardly
anyone actually enjoys it . Even the
most unsatisfactory situation has at

least the comfort o
f familiarity . So , in

a way what I foresee is the systematic
substitution o

f uncertainty for estab

unsettling prospect :wewill learn new
skills , wewill work with new people ,

wewill tr
y

different things andwewill
just keep o

n doing it , even after w
e

get it right once . This does not thrill
many people .

S
o what d
o

we say ? Or , from the other
side ,what do the records creators and
systems designers want to hear ? In

Minnesota , that is primarily informa

tion policy .When we talk to our cus
tomers , they want to know what the
legal mandates fo

r

record keeping are .

They want to know about data pri
vacy laws . They want to know about
legal admissibility , about evidence .

They want to know about risk assess
ment . They want to know about pro
viding effective public access to their

records . They want us to provide that
knowledge , so we have to be able to

translate policy imperatives into
systems design .

There a
re

some corollary needs here .

If we want to know about datamod

e
ls o
r

metadata ,we should learn about
CASE tools (computer aided systems

engineering applications ) .CASE tools
allow systems designers to define and
depict data models and workflows ;

they also store information about sys

tems both a
s graphics and in data dic

tionaries .Weneed to understand how

to extend the definitions and breadth

o
f

data models and metadata to in

clude records management in a way

that makes sense to government agen

cies . And that is a challenge fo
r

u
s ,

something w
e

still have to learn and

then help our collaborators to learn .

Last but not least , we need to learn

about search engines , because a
s we

create greater and greater quantities

o
f

metadata ,we need to know more

about themeans o
f providing effec

tive access to them .

But le
t ' s end o
n
a bright note . InMin
nesota , the State Archives defines it

s

educational program in close collabo
ration with it

s partners and their in

terests . B
y

thinking in terms o
f spe

cific projects ,we focus our efforts and
begin to feel a littlemore comfortable

about our choices and our costs . That
also allows us some way to measure

results : we ca
n

evaluate our perfor

mance in terms o
f

how quickly we can
turn around and apply what we have

learned to what the records creators

are actually doing . And our close in

volvement with partners gives us a

continuing feedback that allows u
s
to

fine -tune and to revise what we are
doing a

s necessary .

The content described here is pretty

much a standard area o
f

expertise for
government archivists . But knowing

how to apply these concerns to infor
mation technology is a new problem

and demands that we learn new skills .

One thing we have to know about is

modeling . This is kind of a moving
target because there a

re a
ll types o
f

models , but systems design is often
expressed in or predicated o

nmodels :

data models , process models ,

workflow models , dataflow models ,

etc . Andmodels are created at al
l

sorts

o
f

levels and with varying degrees o
f

detail . But whatever they are , if we

In a
ll o
f

this , it is often easy to lose

sight o
f
a purpose , of an application .

Under the pressure to d
o something ,

w
e

can easily respond b
y taking a

course , going to class , bringing in a

consultant .Wecan use education sim
ply as an expedient and never turn it

into something useful . That is a

danger .
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Todd J. Daniels -Howell , IUPUI, Assistant Editor.

ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVISTS LISTSERV

By Mark Shelstad
American Heritage Center
University ofWyoming
E -mail : shelstad @ uwyo .edu

Where th
e

medium falls short is in being able to sustain a

meaningful dialogue in an ongoing manner . Quickly fol
lowing the place name postings were more than 5

5 mes
sages lamenting the mistaken identity o

f

archivists and

archives . The bent towards practical everyday problems
leaves outmuch o

r almost al
l

o
f

the theoretical discus

sions .Most messages are less than a single page in length
and even shorter when the header and footer information

is removed .

' Tis but a part we see , and not a whole .

— Alexander Pope , Essay o
n Man

I have been trying to summarize the best and worst ofthe
Archives Listserv o

n
a quarterly basis since the fall o
f

1995 .

The List has featured helpful and thoughtful messages in

the middle o
f

the rants , rebukes , off -topic , and o
ff - color

postings that a
re common to any on - line discussion group ;

it is a representation of ourselves , our behavior and our
characteristics .

What d
o

archivists have to discuss ? During this summer ,

amember suggested that the List ' s topics never stray from
around 4

5 topics . Being amember since 1993 , that num
ber ,with certain qualifications and variations ,seems about
right . The most personable and charming messages to me
have been those posted b

y
a single List member who , on

and off , ha
s

discussed his family ' s travels , the adoption of

a daughter , and work experiences . These tome aremuch
more interesting and relevant to the List ' s purpose than
another graduate student complaining about low salaries ,

whether to tr
y

for the MAS in Canada , o
r

the endless

hypothetical copyright situations . The “ Records /Archives

in the News ” postings , while lengthy , are worth wading
through and a

re probably the List ' smost popular feature .

The List is , however , only a small portion of thewhole b
y

which archivists , librarians , and records managers com
municate with each other . Theline b

y

Pope captures what

ismost often overlooked when we discuss and analyze what

has been happening o
n

this electronic bulletin board : that
even with the widespread use o

f technology a
t work and

a
t home , only certain portions (and a
n especially fe
w in

dividuals ) o
f

the profession , b
y

choice o
r

otherwise , ar
e

represented b
y

their participation o
n

the List .What also
passes fo

r

information is buttressed largely b
y opinion ,

with a glaring absence o
f

citation o
f

sources .

But maybe in the end , if al
l

that the List has done is bring
people together to talk in a textual format , it has perhaps

served it
s purpose . After every column that I have written

for the newsletter I usually receive anywhere from three

to five phone calls o
r
E -mail messages about what has

happened o
n the List o
r
a desire to either get on o
r get off .

I know personally that fo
r

people working alone o
r
in

small institutions , the List is an important means of stay
ing connected with the profession .

Is the List a
n accurate representation o
f

the profession ?

Stacy Horn , the former operator of an on - line chat ser
vice in New York City and author o

f

Cyberville , observed
that “ the Internet is a recreation o
f

what we already have
and who we already a
re , in a nonlinear medium and in

the end , it ' s just a place like any other place . Aswe realize
this , as we become more sophisticated users , it won ' t be

such a big deal anymore ” (Stacy Horn , Cyberville : Clicks ,

Culture , and th
e

Creation o
f a
n Online Town (New York :

Warner Books , 1998 ) : 331 ) .

Big deal o
rnot , I have had a
n immense amount o
f

fun in

reporting o
n what has been happening o
n - line and I hope

that someone else will have just asmuch enjoyment writ
ing this column for the newsletter .Iwill be taking a break after four years of reporting on the

Listserv ,but Iwould like to offer some parting thoughts :

Is this method o
f

communication worthwhile ? In gen

eral , the List is very good a
t providing basic information

to a wide audience . For the past week there have been a

number o
f postings trying to help an archivist locate place

names found within a
n account book and opinions about

separate reading room carrels . The same holds true for
requests o

n

fundamental services and procedures , such a
s

photocopying policies .

Note from Editor :

I am pleased to announce thatwehave found a new
Archives and Archivists Listserv columnist . Jennifer
Rawlings , Archivist , Jefferson National Expansion

Memorial ( th
e

S
t . Louis Arch ) will be taking over

fo
r

Mark in the July 2000 issue .
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PRESERVATION INFORMATION

Always Thinking
Inside and outside
The Box !

By Carolyn Texley

The Lincoln Museum
FortWayne , Indiana
E -mail : Ctexley @compuserve .com

There is no column this issue .

MAC
Please Support

Our Advertisers !

ENCODED
ARCHIVAL
DESCRIPTION

TAS
LIBRARY

METAL EDGE , INC .
Archival Storage Material

THE QUALITY SOURCE

ENCODED ARCHIVALKEADY
DESCRIPTION
TAG LIBRARY VERSION 1.0

Essential documentation for

archivists , museum curators , and
librarians who a

re using o
r

a
re

thinking about using EAD . The Tag
Library lists and defines a

ll

EAD
Version 1 . 0 elements and attributes , and indicates their
relationships to one another . Tagged examples illustrate
the use o

f

each element . A narrative overview explains the
major components of the EAD structure . This publication
was prepared by the Encoded Archival Description

Working Group o
f

Society o
f

American Archivists and the

Network Development a
n
d

MARC Standards Office o
f

the
Library o

fCongress .

SAA , August 1998 / 262 pp . , paperback / product code 343

$ 2
5
• SAA members $ 20

plusshipping/handling

Call Today For Our New
Archival Products Catalog

1 -800 -862 -2228
Or Fax Toll Free Anytime :

1 -888 -822 -BOXES

( 1 - 888 -822 -6937 )

E -MAIL :mtledge @ ix .netcom .com

SAA
THE SOCIETY OF
AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS
527 S .Wells St . , 5th Floor
Chicago , IL 60607 -3922
312 /922 -0140 • fa

x

312 /347 -1452
info @ archivists .org • www .archivists .org

THESOCIETYO
S

AMERICANARCHIVISTS
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People and Posts — Lynn Leitte , Charles Babbage Institute

The Membership Committee ofMAC invites members to share positions , appointments , and honors in the
“ People and Posts” column. Please send items to Lynn Leitte , Assistant Archivist , Charles Babbage Institute fo

r

th
e

History

o
f

Information Processing , 211 Andersen Library , University ofMinnesota , 222 21st Ave . South , Minneapolis , MN 55455 ;

Phone : 612 -625 -4867 ; Fax :612 -625 -8054 ; E -mail : leitt001 @ tc .umn .edu

Lynn Leitte Susan Huges

Lynn Leitte recently accepted the po
sition o

f

assistant archivist a
t the

Charles Babbage Institute a
t the Uni

versity o
f

Minnesota .Her post began
October 1

8 , 1999 . She can be reached
by E -mail at : leitt001 @ tc .umn .edu o

r

by phone at612 -625 -4867 .
Susan Huges ,Micrographics Special

is
t
a
t Bowling Green State University ,

writes that she is leaving th
e

MAC area
and Bowling Green because her hus
band has taken a jo

b

a
t Oswego State

in New York . She also says she won ' t

necessarily b
e giving u
p

her MAC
membership

Michigan

Sheon Montgomery

42031 Carriage Cove
Canton ,MI48187
Marcus C . Robyns
Northern Michigan University

1401 Presque Isle

Marquette ,MI49855

The Rev . D
r
. August R .

Suelflow
New Members

Minnesota

B
r . David Richardson ,OSC

Holy Cross Priory

100 N . Elm S
t .

P . O . Box 500
Onamia ,MN 56359 -0500

TheRev . D
r
.August R .Suelflow died

Saturday ,August 8 , 1999 , at hi
s

home

in University City , Missouri . Dr .

Suelflow served a
s director o
f

Concordia Historical Institute from
1948 until his retirement in 1995 ,

when h
e

was named director emeri

tu
s
.Dr . Suelflow was chairman of th
e

SAA committee o
n religious archives

(1953 ) , was honored a
s

a
n SAA Fel

low (1964 ) , and received the Sister M .

Claude Lane Award for significant

contributions to church archives

(1976 ) .

Illinois
Morgen MacIntosh
377 Des Plaines Ave .

Riverside , IL 60546

Jack Simpson

Local and Family History
The Newberry Library

6
0
W .Walton

Chicago , IL 60610 -3380

Anke Voss -Hubbard
History Department

Eastern Illinois University

600 Lincoln Ave .

Charleston , IL 61920 -3099

Missouri
Jennifer Crets

S
t
. Louis Mercantile Library
University o
f

Missouri – S
t . Louis
8001 Natural Bridge Road

S
t . Louis , MO 63121

Mary French
3800 Cooper Drive E , Apt . 20

Columbia ,MO 65201

Christine Froechtenigt Harper
Indiana
Tracy Grimm

P . O . Box 996
New Carlisle , IN 46552

Jennifer L . Rawlings
Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial

1
1
N . 4th S
t .

S
t . Louis , MO 63102

Kenn Thomas

P . O . Box 23715

S
t . Louis ,MO 63121

Christine Froechtenigt Harper , a
r

chives assistant at the Saint LouisUni
versity Archives , presented a paper at

the 21st annual Mid -America Con
ference o

n History held in Septem

ber in Springfield ,Missouri . “ The
Water Wizard : John F .Wixford and
the World ' s Fair ” told the story of the
chemist responsible for purifying S

t .

Louis water in time for the World ' s

Fair o
f

1904 , and was based o
n mate

rial in the university archives .

Glenn McMullen
Indiana Historical Society
450 West Ohio S

t .

Indianapolis , IN 46202 -3269

Nebraska

SisterMaura Therese Schwarting

School Sisters o
f

Christ the King

4100 S
W

5
6

Lincoln ,NE 68522lowa

Steven L . Johns
Iowa State University

Parks Library , Room 403
Ames , IA 50011
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Lynn Leitte , Charles Babbage Institute

North Dakota
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Ohio

Stephen Charter
Center for Archival Collections
Bowling Green State University
Jerome Library , 5th floor
Bowling Green ,OH 43403
J.W.McWatters
Preservation Laboratory
Bowling Green State University
12764 Levis Parkway
Perrysburg ,OH 43551

Deborah Shell
Western Reserve Historical
Society

10825 East Blvd.
Cleveland ,OH 44106
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ASSISTANT EDITORS

South Dakota

Sister Victorine Stoltz
Sacred HeartMonastery
1005 West 8th
Yankton , SD 57078

Brenda Burk

MAC News

Platinum Printing
Todd J. Daniels -Howell
Current IssuesWisconsin

Susannah Benedetti
450 N . Few St. #7
Madison ,WI53703 Archival

Silver Printing
Lynn Leitte

People and PostsMike Doylen
1608 N .Warren Ave . #7
Milwaukee,WI 53202

Linda Sondreal
Murphy Library
University ofWisconsin - LaCrosse
1631 Pine St.
LaCrosse,WI54614

We offer these

photographic services

for collections and

archivists .

Elisabeth Kaplan

Archival Resources
on the World WideWeb

The Lone Arranger

Mee Kim

News from theMidwest
JON BLUMB
Photographer

Other

Patrick W .Brennen
Samuel Roberts Noble Founda
tion

2510 Sam Noble Parkway
Ardmore , OK 73402

835' Massachusetts St.
Lawrence, KS66044
jblumb @ ib

m .net

Kathy Koch

News from the Midwest

(785 ) 842 -7666Susan Ewing Haley
475 Rincon Ave .

Livermore , CA 94550
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REGIONALIA Cheri Thies , Editor

By Kerrie A . Moore
University Archivist
University of Dayton

Association of Moving Image Archivists

The annual conference of the AMIA was held November
1 -6 , 1999 , in Montréal , Québec , Canada , at the Radisson
Hôtel des Gouverneurs .

Lake Ontario Archives Conference

LOAC is considering changing the name of it
s organiza

tion . The concern is thatmembership is not restricted to

the region immediately surrounding Lake Ontario .

Society o
fGeorgia Archivists

The Society o
fGeorgia Archivists annual meeting entitled

“SGA : Thirty Years of Documenting Southern History

and Culture , ” was held November 3 – 5 , 1999 o
n Jekyll

Island ,Georgia .

Society o
f

North Carolina Archivists

The society ' s fallmeeting , entitled “ A Day with Governor
Tryon : Preservation and Access o

f

Non -Print Sources , ”was

held October 8 , 1999 , at the Sheraton Grande Tryon Pal
ace Historic Sites & Gardens , New Bern , North Caro
lina .

Louisiana Archives and Manuscripts

Association

The Louisiana Archives and Manuscripts Association fall

meeting was held Friday , November 1
2 , 1999 , at Tulane

University ' s Newcomb Center fo
r

Research o
n Women .

Mid -Atlantic Regional Archives Conference

TheMARAC fallmeeting was in Hauppauge , Long Is

land , New York , November 11 - 13 , 1999 . The theme of

this conference was “Bucks , Bytes , and Basics . ”

TheMARAC spring 2000 meeting will be held May 1
8
–

2
0

in New Brunswick . For more information check it
s

Web site : <www . itd .umd .edu /MARAC /marac - h
p
.htm > .

THE LONE ARRANGER — Continued

By Erik Nordberg ,Michigan Technological
University Archives and Copper Country

Historical Collections .

(Continued from page 16 )

New England Archivists

The Dimond Library , University of New Hampshire was
the site o

f

the Fall 1999 New England Archivists meeting ,

November 4 – 6 , 1999 .

The New England Archivists spring 2000 meeting will be

held April 28 – 29 at the Double Tree Hotel , Lowell ,Mas
sachusetts .Web site : <www . lib .umb .edu /newengarch / > .

they operate . It ' s a great opportunity to identify new poli
cies and services for your own agency , o
r

revisit and

reemphasize why you dumped a lo
t

o
f

ineffective policies

and services ( e . g . ' those silly Sunday morning openings ) .

Contact with other archival hombres can establish some
truly valuable institutional relationships , not to mention
the many long -term friendships in the offing . It can be a

real confidence -building activity , too , particularly when
you realize how much you a

re accomplishing within your

budgetary and staffing limitations .

Society o
f

Alabama Archivists

The fall meeting o
f

the Society o
f

Alabama Archivists was

held a
t the Gulf State Park Resort Hotel , November 1
2
–

1
3 , 1999 .

Society o
f

California Archivists

The Society o
f

California Archivists annual meeting will

b
e

held in Ontario , California , in late April or early May

2000 . More information will be posted o
n it
s

Web site :

<http : / /dlis . gseis .ucla .edu / society _ of _california _

archivists > as it becomes available .

S
o maybe you can consider such a busman ' s holiday . If

your vacation time is too valuable , why not use a little
company time for a regional tour ? You might even con

sider closing your shop for a half day (HORRORS ! ) to

visit a couple o
f

archives in your area .One final sugges

tion : if you opt to use company time , be sure to describe
your absence a

s
a “benchmarking survey . ” This is

management ' s way of describing a busman ' s holiday for
the annual accounting audit .
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Other News

John Harlan Awarded SAA

Jameson Award

John Harlan , founder of the Archives and Archivists
Listserv , was given the J. Franklin Jameson award during
the SAA 's annual conference in Pittsburgh . The award
honors an individual , institution , or organization not di
rectly involved in archival work , that promotes greater
public awareness , appreciation , or support of archival ac
tivities or programs . The individual or institutional con
tribution may be through advocacy , publicity , legislation ,
financial support , or any other type of contribution that
promotes archival activity or raises public consciousness
of the importance of archival work .

Discussion on the List has followed the same pattern

as any large electronic mailing list: impetuous and ar
rogant pronouncements mixed with some of themost

well-reasoned ,cogent arguments found in the profes
sion . In managing the List, John Harlan brought to it
a strong, populist ethic. The List was always

unmoderated ; John seldom inserted himself into the
discussion except when he felt that someone was dis
pensing inaccurate technical information about the

Listor about the List's purpose and function .
The Archives and Archivists Listserv today is taken

for granted by many in our profession . Its role has
become so accepted that we forget how revolutionary

itwas . Ye
t , itwould b
e impossible to understand d
e

velopment o
f

the archival profession during the past

decade without being able to consult the Archives and

Archivists Listserv . In the best spirit of the Jameson
Award , John ' s efforts have raised the profile of archi
vists among nonarchivists and improved the level o

f

archival activity in the nation .
Academy o
f

Certified Archivists

The citation reads as follows :

John B . Harlan and hi
s

late mother , Donna Harlan ,

formed the Archives and Archivists Electronic Mail
ing List in 1989 .Mailing lists were a relatively new
phenomenon then . Few archivists had connections

to the Internet . It was far from clear that electronic
communications might change the way w

e

conduct

business . John and Donna Harlan knew ,however , that
easy communications about archives could b

e
a trans

forming event .

That John , a nonarchivist , took on this task o
f

inesti
mable value to the archival profession is remarkable .

That h
e

continued to shepherd it through good times

and bad , even more so . As the List grew in size and

volume , three different homes had to be found for it .

Itwould have been easy — even understandable — for

John to walk away from this project , but he never
did . Each time he found a solution to keep the List
alive .

The value o
f

the Archives and Archivists Listserv lies

in it
s ability to bring together people o
f

different train
ing , background , and national experience , some of

whom share only a passing interest in archives . The
List has become a

n invaluable tool for thepromotion

o
f greater public awareness , appreciation , and sup

port o
f

archival activities o
r programs .Over 30 Web

sites have linked to the Web page for the Archives
and Archivists Listserv . The discussion group remains
the initial introduction to the field for many
nonarchivists .

1989 2000

and beyond

Exam 8 / 30 /00 Handbook for

Archival

• Denver , CO Certification send

• Los Angeles , CA $ 1
0 . 00 (US ) plus

• Detroit ,MI $ 2 . 50 postage to

• Raleigh ,NC Academy of Certified

• Gather five Archivists

colleagues to 4
8 Howard Street

pick your own Albany , NY 12207
site Phone :518 -463 - 8644

Fax : 518 -463 -8656

www .uwm .edu /Dept /Library /arch /aca /index .htm
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Other News

Eight Archives Receive Grants for
Collections in Physics and

Allied Fields
MicroMARC
for Integrated Format

The Center for History of Physics, American Institute of
Physics , is pleased to announce eight grants totaling

$73 ,000 to process and organize collections in physics and
allied fields . The 1999 grants are supported jointly by the
Richard Lounsbery Foundation and th

e

Friends of the

Center forHistory o
f

Physics ,and they havebeen awarded

to the following archives : California Institute of Technol
ogy ( to process th

e

papers o
f

Robert Leighton and of Rob
ert Walker ) ; Niels Bohr Archiv , Copenhagen (Aage Bohr
and Allan Mackintosh papers ) ; Princeton University (sur
vey and organize physics collections ) ; Smithsonian Insti
tution Archives (Riccardo Giacconi papers ) ; Stanford Uni
versity (Burton Richter papers ) ; University o

f

Alaska

(Sydney Chapman papers ) ; University o
f

California - Ber
keley (Exploratorium records ) ; and University o

f

Califor
nia -San Diego (Edward Allan Frieman papers ) .

A sophisticated collections
management microcomputer

system for description and
efficient administrative

control o
f

records , including

functions such as

accessioning ,processing ,

Boolean searching , retention
schedules , donor lists ,

tracking materials ,

conservation requirements ,

and the export and import of
records .

Y2K CompliantThe AIP History Center ' s Grant to Archives program is

designed to increase the money available to organize and
preserve original sources in our fields (physics , astronomy ,

geophysics , etc . ) . The maximum amount of individual
grants is $ 10 ,000 , and applicants are required to provide
matching funds . The deadline for grant applications is July

1 , 2000 . For information check the Center ' s Web site a
t

<http : / /www .aip .org /history /grntann .htm > o
r

contact

them a
t

chp @ a
ip .org or at 301 - 209 -3165 .

New : MicroMARC records
can b
e linked to digital

images and viewed with a

keystroke !

FREE DEMO AVAILABLE

For more information :

(517 ) 355 -2330 o
r

353 -9229

E -mail :

msumarc @ pilot .msu .edu

Web site :

http : / /www .msu .edu /user /

msumarc /
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Other News

Archivists Invade Lincoln !

(Continued from page 6)

The feedback on the meeting as a whole has been very

positive ,well beyond the hopes of the Program and Local
Arrangements Committees . One veteran even went so far
as to claim that this meeting now ranks as her favorite

MAC conference of all time ! To what ca
n

this success b
e

attributed ? Was it the planning ?Good karma ? Dumb luck ?

Favorable planetary alignment ?Most likely a
ll o
f

the above

in some portion ; in any case , from the location to the
program , the special events to the weather (Local Arrange

ments shouldn ' t take credit for this last item ,but will any
way ) , a good timewas had b

y

a
ll .

Deadline for the next
MAC Newsletter is

February 1
5 , 2000

Items should be sent to :

Cheri Thies , Editor
Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd . W .

S
t . Paul , Minnesota 55102 - 1906

Phone : 651 -296 -1082
Fax : 651 - 296 -9961Thanks to a

ll o
f you who attended and made this meet

in
g
— MAC ' s last of the1900s — a memorable event .

E -mail :

cheri . thies @mnhs .org

ARCHIVALElegant
Solutions for
Preservation

PRODUCTS

A DIVISION OF LIBRARY BINDING SERVICE

shal Dad Pamphlet Binder

Music Binder

Archival Folders

Manuscript Folders
Hinge Board Covers
Academy Folders
Newspaper /Map Folders

Bound Four Flap Enclosure
Archival Binders
Polypropylene Sheet & Photo Protectors

Archival Boards

Call

for a completefor a complete

catalog

ARCHIVAL PRODUCTS

A Division o
f LibraryBindingService

P . O . Box 1413

Des Moines , Iowa 50305 - 1413
800 .526 .5640

Fax 800 .262 .4091
archival @ ix .netcom .com
http : / /www .archival .com
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MAC Officers
Lynn Leitte (Continued )
Phone: 612-625 -4867
Fax: 612 -625 -8054

leitt001@tc.umn.edu

Council
Rebecca Schulte ( 1999 –2002)
Assistant Curator
Kansas Collection
University of Kansas
Spencer Research Library

Lawrence , KS 66045
Phone : 913 -864 -4274
Fax : 913 -864 -5803

bschulte@ukans .edu
Larry J.Wagenaar (1998 – 2001 )
Director
Joint Archives of Holland
Hope College Campus

Holland ,MI49423
Phone: 616 - 395 -7798
Fax: 616 - 395 -7197

wagenaar @hope . edu

President (1999- 2001 )
Frank Boles

Central Michigan University

Clarke Historical Library
Mt. Pleasant ,MI 48859
Phone: 517 -774 -3352
Fax : 517 -774 -2179

frank .j.boles @cmich . edu

Vice President (1998 - 2000 )
Stephen McShane
Archivist/Curator
Indiana University Northwest
Calumet Regional Archives
3400 Broadway
Gary, IN 46408

Phone : 219 -980 -6628
Fax: 219 - 980-6558

smcshane @ iunhawl . iun . indiana .edu

Treasurer (1998 - 2000 )
Charles B. Elston
Special Collections
Marquette University

Memorial Library -Archives
1415 W.Wisconsin Ave.
P.O . Box 3141
Milwaukee ,WI 53201-3141
Phone: 414 -288 -7256

Fax : 414 -288 -3123

elstonc @vms.csd.mu .edu

Secretary (1999 - 2001)
Barbara L . Floyd
William S. Carlson Library
University of Toledo
2801 W . Bancroft Street
Toledo ,OH 43606
Phone: 419 -530 -2170
Fax : 419 -530 - 2726

Ibr0008 @uoft01.utoledo . edu

Public Information Officer
Brenda L. Burk
Collections Management Archivist
IUPUI University Library
755 W.Michigan Street
Indianapolis , IN 46202

Phone: 317 - 278 -2329

Fax: 317 - 278 -2331

bburk @iupui .edu

Vendor Coordinator
Katie Dishman
Chicago Mercantile Exchange Archives
30 South Wacker Drive
Chicago , IL 60606

Phone : 312 -648 -5413
Fax: 312 -466 -7436

kdishman @cme.com

Committee Chairs

Archives
Michael R. Bullington
Kraft Foods, Inc .
6350 Kirk Street
Morton Grove , IL 60053
Phone : 847 -646 -0187

Fax: 847 -646 -7699
mbullington @kraft . com

Ex Officio Council
Development Coordinator
Nancy Webster
Archivist
Molex , Inc .
2009 W. Byron #2
Chicago , IL 60618
Phone: 630 -527 -4398
Fax: 773 -525 -5776

nwebster @molex .com

Editorial Board , Archival Issues
Mark A.Greene
Chief /Mss Acquisitions

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd .West
St. Paul,MN 55102- 1906
Phone: 651- 296 -2620

Fax : 651 -296 -9961
mark .greene @mnhs. or

g

Education Committee
Greg Kinney
Bentley Historical Library
University ofMichigan
1150 Beal Ave .

Ann Arbor ,MI48109
Phone : 734 -764 - 3482
Fax : 734 -936 - 1333

gkinney @ umich .edu

MAC Newsletter Editor
Cheri Thies

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd .West

S
t
. Paul ,MN 55102 - 1906

Phone :651 -296 - 1082
Fax : 651 - 296 -9961

cheri .thies @mnhs .org

Membership /Emeritus Committee
Lynn Leitte

Assistant Archivist

Charles Babbage Institute for the History

o
f

Information Processing

211 Andersen Library

University o
f

Minnesota
222 21st Ave . South
Minneapolis ,MN 55455

Minority Scholarship Committee
Kathryn Neal
Givens Collection o

f

African -American

Literature
Special Collections and Rare Books
University o

f
Minnesota - Twin Cities

Campus

466 Wilson Library

309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis ,MN 55455
Phone : 612 -624 - 3855
Fax : 612 -626 - 9353
nealx008 @ tc .umn .edu

Council
Glen A .Gildemeister ( 1999 - 2002 )

Director
Regional History Center
Northern Illinois University

DeKalb , IL 60115
Phone : 815 -753 - 1779
ggildeme @ niu .edu

Todd J . Daniels -Howell ( 1998 – 2001 )

Head , Special Collections and Archives
IUPUI University Library
755 W .Michigan Street
Indianapolis , IN 46202 -5195
Phone : 317 -274 -0466

Fax : 317 -278 -2331
tjdaniel @ iupui .edu
Karen Mason (1997 -2000 )

lowaWomen ' s Archives
University o

f

Iowa Libraries
lowa City , IA 52242
Phone : 319 - 335 -5068

Fax : 319 -335 -5830

karen -mason @ uiowa .edu

Nominating Committee
Ann Bowers
Center fo

r

Archival Collections

Jerome Library
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green , OH 43403
Phone : 419 -372 -2411

Fax : 419 -372 -0155

abowers @ bgnet .bgsu .edu

President ' s Award

J . Frank Cook
Director
Archives ,B134 Mem . Library
University o

f

Wisconsin

728 State Street

Madison ,WI 53706
Phone : 608 - 262 - 3290
Fax : 608 - 265 -2754
jfcook @ macc .wisc .edu



MAC Officers — Continued

(Fall 2000 , Cleveland , OH )
Bruce Bruemmer (MAC cochair )
Digital Collections Unit
University ofMinnesota Libraries
499 Wilson Library

309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis ,MN 55455
Phone: 612 -624 -2033
Fax: 612 -626 -9353
bruemmer @tc.umn .edu

Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate
Scholarship

Saundra Taylor

Curator of Manuscripts
Indiana University

Lilly Library
Bloomington , IN 47405

Phone : 812 -855 -2542
Fax: 812 -855 -3143

taylors @indiana.edu

MAC Distinguished Service Award
Committee

Ann Bowers

Center fo
r

Archival Collections
Jerome Library
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green , OH 43403
Phone : 419 -372 -2411
Fax : 419 -372 -0155

abowers @ bgnet .bgsu .edu

(Spring 2000 , Chicago , IL )

Julie Thomas
Research Specialist

Chicago Historical Society

Clark Street at North Avenue
Chicago , IL 60614 -6099
Phone : 312 -642 -5035 , ext . 323
Fax : 312 - 266 -2076
thomas @ chicagohistory .org

(Fall 2000 , Cleveland , OH )

Michael McCormick
Head o

f

Manuscripts

The Western Reserve Historical Society

10825 East Boulevard
Cleveland ,OH 44106
Phone : 216 -721 -5722 , ext . 231
mike @ wrhs .org

Program Committee

(Spring 2000 , Chicago , IL )

David Malone

Head /Systems & Tech Service
Buswell Memorial Library

Wheaton College

Wheaton , IL 60187 -5593
Phone : 630 - 752 -5707
Fax : 630 -752 -5855
david . b .malone @ wheaton .edu

Laura Mills
Archivist

Rotary International
1560 Sherman Ave . , Suite 1350
Evanston , IL 60202
Phone : 847 -866 -4481

Fax : 847 -869 -9265
mills @ rotaryintl .org

(Spring 2001 , Chicago , IL )

Robert Horton
State Archivist

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd . West

S
t . Paul ,MN 55102 -1903

Phone : 651 -215 -5866
FAX : 651 -296 -9961

robert .horton @mnhs .org

Philip C . Bantin
Director /Univ . Archives
Indiana University

201 Bryan Hall
Bloomington , IN 47405
Phone : 912 -855 -5897
FAX 812 -855 -8109

E -mail : BANTIN @ INDIANA .EDU

Local Arrangements
Committee

(Spring 2000 , Chicago , IL )

Brother Michael J .Grace
University Archivist

E . M .Cudahy Library
Loyola University o

f Chicago
6525 Sheridan Road
Chicago , IL 60626

Phone : 773 -508 - 2661
Fax : 773 -508 -2098
mgracel @ luccpuc . it .luc .edu

(Fall 2001 , Indianapolis , IN )

Brenda L . Burk
Collections Management Archivist
IUPUI University Library
Phone : 317 -278 -2329

Glen McMullen
Indiana Historical Society

Phone : 317 -234 -0047

MAC Newsletter Advertising Rates
MAC Newsletter is the association ' s quarterly publication . It keeps
MAC ' s members informed about future conferences and educa
tional opportunities . It presents regional , national , and interna
tional archival news , and publishes employment opportunities as

well as news about repositories and archivists ' professional activities .

Display Advertising Rates (Black Ink )

Full page ( 7 "wide x 9 " tall ) , $ 250 ; 42 page vertical ( 7 " wide x 444 "

tall ) , $ 150 ; / 4 page ( 3 / 4 " wide x 444 " tall ) , $ 75 ; 1 / 8 page ( 17 " wide

x 4
4
" tall ) , $ 50 . Discount the above rates 20 % for a four - issue

commitment .

Specifications
Newsletter tr

im

size is 8
7
" wide x 11 " tall . Ads supplied in any

electronic format preferred ; E -mailed o
r
o
n

disk ; camera ready black
and white acceptable .No bleed pages .

Publication
MAC Newsletter is published quarterly with July , October , Janu
ary , and April cover dates . Deadlines for copy are May 1

5 (July

issue ) , August 1
5 (October issue ) , November 15 (January issue ) ,

and February 1
5 (April issue ) .

Job Announcements

A
s
a service to members ,MAC publishes announcements of pro

fessional opportunities . Rates for one insertion o
f
a job in one

issue o
f

the newsletter are a
s follows : under 125 words , $ 3
5 ; 125 –

199 words , $ 70 ; 200 - 299 words , $ 105 ; 300 + words , $ 140 .

Institutional members may subtract $ 35 from these rates . Please
submit text of job announcement to theMAC Newsletter Editor ,

Cheri Thies ,Minnesota Historical Society ,345 Kellogg Blvd .West ,

S
t . Paul ,MN 55102 - 1906 . (Phone : 651 -296 - 1082 ; fax : 651 -296

9961 ; E -mail : cheri . thies @mnhs .org ) E -mail and disk copies of text

a
re greatly preferred .

Numbers , abbreviations , et
c
. , each count as oneword . Jo
b

ads will
not b

e published unless accompanied b
y
a check o
rpurchase order

for applicable amount . Ads will be edited to conform to style used

and MAC reserves the right to decline o
r

edit if discriminatory

statements are contained in the text that are inconsistent with prin
ciples o

f

intellectual freedom o
r

the provisions o
f

the Civil Rights
Act o

f

1964 and it
s subsequent amendments . Compliance with

Equal Opportunity /Affirmative Action regulations is assumed . Dis
play jo

b

adswill be billed at display rates .

Billing Policies and Procedures

If needed , advertisers will be billed a
t

cost for layout , typesetting ,

and extra camera work . No cash discounts . Payment due 30 days
from invoice date . If artwork is to be returned , supply name and
address o

f

the person to whom it should b
e

sent . Send advertise
ment , jo

b

announcement billing and submission inquiries to MAC
Newsletter Editor , Cheri Thies , Minnesota Historical Society ,

345 Kellogg Blvd . West , St . Paul , MN 55102 - 1906 . (Phone :

651 -296 -1082 ; fax :651 -296 -9961 ; E -mail :cheri .thies @mnhs .org )
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MAC Membership Form

Name Phone

Institution Fa
x

.

Title E -mail

Business Address

Z
ip

CodeCity /State

Mailing Address ( if different from above )
New Membership Change o

f

Address O Renewal

| Membership fees : $ 20 Individual , $ 40 Institutional .Membership year runs from January to December .Make checks
payable to Midwest Archives Conference . Mail check and this form to Mr . Charles Elston , Archives ,Marquette

| University Libraries , 1415 W .Wisconsin Avenue , P . O . Box 3141 ,Milwaukee ,WI53201 -3141 .
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Midwest Archives Conference
clo Barbara Floyd

University Archives
University o

f

Toledo
2801 W . Bancroft
Toledo , OH 43606
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