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Nation’s great-niece. The exhibit
opened to coincide with the one hun-
dredth anniversary of Nation’s visit to
Topeka on January 26, 1901, when
she and followers conducted raids on
local saloons over a three-week period.
An on-line tour of the exhibit is also
planned. Web site: <http://www.kshs.
org/whatsmew/carrynation.htm>.

MICHIGAN

American Museum of
Photography

The American Museum of Photogra-
phy has a new on-line exhibit, 7he
Face of Slavery and Other Early Images
of African Americans. The exhibit of-
fers glimpses into a half century when
African-Americans fought slavery,
withstood brutal racial hatred, and
struggled to escape from poverty.
Please see the exhibit at <htep://
www.photographymuseum.com/
faceof.html>.

Gerald Ford Library, Ann Arbor
The presidential library of former
President Gerald R. Ford, located at
the University of Michigan, is releas-
ing thousands of previously top-secret
documents. These records could re-
shape history’s view of the Vietnam
War, U.S. involvement in Chile, and
the role of the CIA. Eight hundred
pages of material relating to the assas-
sination of Chilean President Salva-
dor Allende by General Augusto
Pinochet’s military forces have already
been made public. Other records to
be made public include about 2,700
pages taken from the U.S. Embassy
by Ambassador Graham Martin dur-
ing the fall of Saigon in April 1975.
Nearly 600,000 pages of classified
material from the Ford administration
documents will be eligible for declas-
sification in the next two years, under
an executive order signed in 1998 by
former President Bill Clinton. The
order stated that national security in-
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formation is to be declassified 25 years
after the date the document was cre-
ated, with limited exceptions. Web
site: <htep://www. ford.utexas.edu/>.

Michigan Archival Association

The Michigan Archival Association
will present a MAC workshop on June
20, 2001, in Lansing, Michigan. Mark
Greene, Head of Research Center Pro-
grams at the Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Village, will present “Fun-
damentals of Archival Acquisition and
Appraisal.” This workshop will survey
the history of appraisal theory and
method, set appraisal within the con-
text of collection development and ac-
quisition, introduce ethical concerns
and the complexities of sound, visual,
and electronic records, and provide an
exercise to illustrate the application of
theory and practice. The instructor
will draw on his practical experience
in a large collecting repository and in
a one-person institutional archives, as
well as his decade-long involvement
in more theoretical debates. A read-
ing packet of articles from several ar-
chival publications will be mailed in
advance to participants to provide es-
sential background to the lecture and
discussion. Though intended for those
without formal archival graduate edu-
cation, this workshop is meant to be
intensive and rigorous. The develop-
ment of curricular materials for this
workshop was made possible by a
grant from the Midwest Archives
Conference Program Innovation
Fund. Conference information will be
available on the MAA Web site:
<hup: //www2.h-net.msu.edu/-maa/>.

State Archives of Michigan

The State Archives of Michigan and
the Records and Forms Management
Division of the Department of Man-
agement and Budget jointly hosted a
series of events marking the 50th an-
niversary of the State Office Building
fire. The fire was one of the most

dramatic in the history of Michigan
state government and the city of Lan-
sing. It directly resulted in the revital-
ization of the state’s archives and the
establishment of its records manage-
ment program. On February 8, 2001,
the State Archives hosted a com-
memoration ceremony entitled “Out
of the Ashes.” A Governor’s Executive
Declaration and reminiscences by in-
dividuals who experienced the fire
highlighted the event. On February
13 and 14, a Disaster Preparedness
and Response Workshop, presented
by a National Archives and Records
Administration staff member, was
held primarily for state and local gov-
ernment personnel. On February 15,
the Records and Forms Management
Division hosted an open house that
showcased a demonstration of the
Records Management Application
Project, a pilot project to manage and
preserve electronic records. The
project is funded, in part, by a Na-
tional Historical Publications and
Records Commission grant.

Wayne State University

An exhibit entitled Marching Towards
Justice: The History of the 14th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution is cur-
rently on a nationwide tour, and re-
cently appeared at the Museum of
Science and Industry in Chicago. This
exhibit is a product of Wayne State
University’s Damon ]. Keith Collec-
tion, which is housed at the Reuther
Library. It will make three more ma-
jor stops in 2001, the first two in To-
peka, Kansas, from May through July,
and the third stop in Dallas, Texas,
from August 17 through October 21.
For more information, contact Wayne
State archivist Louis Jones at
313-577-4024.

The last three items were compiled by
Bob Garrett, Processing Archivist, State
Archives of Michigan.
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MINNESOTA

Hill Monastic Manuscript
Library

The Hill Monastic Manuscript Li-
brary (HMML) has just put a portion
of its catalog on-line at <http://www.
hmml.org/resources/resource. html>.
The data for the catalog come from
the HMML inventory cards, which
are brief descriptions of each manu-
script and its contents. This on-line
catalogue currently contains approxi-
mately 30,000 of the 90,000 inven-
tory records in HMMLs collection.
Most of HMMLs Austrian collection
is now available.

University of Minnesota,
Iimmigration History Research
Center

The University of Minnesota has been
awarded a $500,000 Challenge Grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) in support of the
Immigration History Research Cen-
ter (IHRC). Funds from the grant will
be used to enhance the work of the
IHRC, regarded by many as the
country’s leading institution for the
preservation and promotion of the
history of American immigration. The
NEH Challenge Grant is a centerpiece
of the IHRC’s endowment campaign,
“Stories Worth Remembering, Stories
Worth Telling.” The campaign seeks
to provide permanent funding in four
areas: 1) endowment of the Rudolph
J. Vecoli Chair in Immigration His-
tory; 2) care and development of the
archival collections; 3) research sup-
port; and 4) community outreach (in-
cluding work with ethnic organiza-
tions and K~12 educators). Web site:
<http://wwwl.umn.edu/ihrc/
index.htm#top>.
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MISSOURI

Missouri State Archives

The Missouri State Archives has re-
ceived a $300,000 grant from the
National Historical Publications and
Records Commission to help preserve
Missouri’s historical records and make
them more accessible to the public.
Missouri was one of seven states to
receive a grant from the NHPRC in
2000. Missouri’s state legislature had
already budgeted $300,000 for the
program.

The Missouri Historical Records
Grant Program, which began on Janu-
ary 1, 2001, is a statewide grants pro-
gram targeting historic, ethnic, and
religious societies, museums, libraries,
and colleges and universities. De-
signed to parallel the archives’ nation-
ally recognized Local Records Preser-
vation Grant Program, which makes
grant awards to tax-supported local
government entities, the new program
will pay for professional development,
regional training for record keepers,
planning and consulting services, pres-
ervation supplies, and equipment.

The Missouri State Archives, in alli-
ance with Washington University in
St. Louis and the St. Louis Circuit
Court, has put 170 pages of the origi-
nal Dred Scott court documents on a
Web site maintained by the univer-
sity. Dred Scott and his wife Harriet
filed suit in St. Louis Circuit Court
in 1846 claiming they were legally free
because their owner had taken them
to the non-slave territories of Wiscon-
sin and Illinois. They won in the Cir-
cuit Court but the Missouri Supreme
Court overturned the verdict, and the
Scotts turned to the federal courts.
The 1857 U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion denied Scott his freedom and
struck down the ban on slavery in the

territories created by the Missouri
Compromise of 1820. Web site:
<http://ww.library.wustl.edu/vlib/
dredscott>.

Harry S. Truman Library

The Truman Library is undergoing an
ambitious facelift that will transform
its exhibitions and educational pro-
grams over the next three years. The
museum galleries, which have been
closed since September 5, 2000, re-
opened in March. Two new exhibits
are on display:

Portraits of the Presidents from the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery, displayed
through May 20, 2001, is from the
permanent collection of the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Portrait Gallery. The exhibit features
more than 60 original paintings, pho-
tographs, and sculptures of the presi-
dents which, until now, could be seen
only in Washington, D.C., at the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery. This exhibition
inaugurates the Truman Library’s new

gallery for special exhibitions.

Mount Vernon in Miniature, displayed
through September 23, 2001, is a
meticulously detailed model of the
home of the nation’s first president,
George Washington, that duplicates
the original at a scale of one inch to
the foot, in working order down to
the last detail. It is 10 feet long, more
than eight feet high and about six feet
wide. Each of the 22 room:s is authen-
tically represented with copies of the
stylish furnishings Washington ac-
quired from America, France, En-
gland, and China. The extraordinary
miniature represents the mansion as
it looked in 1799, the year Washing-
ton died. An innovative mechanical
system that raises and lowers two of
the facades and the roof allows visi-
tors to see inside each room, includ-

(Continued on page 24)
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ing those on the third floor of the
mansion. This floor of the original
mansion is rarely open to the public,
so it is of particular interest.

University of Missouri,
Western Historical Manuscript
Collection

Now available at the WHMC are the
Tom Chorlton Papers, c. 1960s—1990s.
A native Missourian, Mr. Chorlton is
a political activist and gay rights ad-
vocate who served as Executive Direc-
tor of the National Association of Gay
and Lesbian Democratic Clubs from
1982 to 1987. In 1988, he became
the first openly gay candidate for the
Council of the District of Columbia.
He organized the Lesbian and Gay
Caucuses for the 1980, 1984, and
1992 Democratic National Conven-
tions, and served as a Missouri del-
egate in 1992. Also that year, he be-
came Legislative Director of the
Missouri Task Force for Lesbian and
Gay Concerns. His papers include
correspondence, meeting and event
materials, newspaper clippings, and
miscellaneous records covering more
than three decades. The Chorlton
papers reflect the WHMC’s interest
in collecting materials documenting
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
issues. The preliminary inventory for
the Chorlton papers is on-linc at
<http://www.system.missouri.edu/
whmc/invent/chorlton.htm>.

NEBRASKA

Exon Library

The Exon Library recently made pa-
pers of its namesake, J. J. Exon, avail-
able via its Web site. The site’s catego-
ries include speeches, issue papers,
correspondence, congressional record
entrics, and voting record. The library,
at <htep://www.exonlibrary.com>,
also includes a slide show. Among
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those pictured with Exon are the four
presidents with whom he served:
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan,
George Bush, and Bill Clinton. In-
cluded are letters from President
Clinton, Senate colleagues, and a va-
riety of constituents, military leaders,
and other notable figures, such as
NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw. Af-
ter eight years as governor, Exon
served in the Senate from 1979 to
1997. The actual Exon Library will
eventually be located at Doane Col-
lege in Crete. Copies of Exon’s U.S.
Senate documents will be available at
the Nebraska State Historical Society,
along with documents from his eight
years as governor.

University of Nebraska

MAC members Paul Eisloeffel (Ne-
braska State Historical Society) and
Mary Ellen Ducey (University Ar-
chives and Special Collections, Uni-
versity of Nebraska—-Lincoln) are co-
instructors of a class in the
management of archival collections,
offered through the University of
Nebraska's master’s program in mu-
seum studies. While introductory ar-
chives courses are no rarity in the
MAC states, this is quite possibly the
first and only such offering in a mu-
seum studics program anywhere. The
university's program offers an inter-
disciplinary curriculum that prepares
students for careers in muscums and
affiliated fields, with specializations in
administration, collections manage-
ment, and public programs. Several
alumni of the program are already
working in archives or with archival
materials. The addition of archives
course work fills a huge gap in the
training of museum professionals that
traditionally ignores archives issues.

University of Nebraska-
Lincoln

The University of Nebraska—Lincoln
has embarked on a project translating

almost 150 audiotapes from Czech to
English. The audiotapes were re-
corded in the 1970s by a University
of Nebraska archivist to preserve the
oral histories of Nebraska residents of
Czech descent. Some of the taped con-
versations have portions in English,
but others are entirely in Czech. It
often takes 10 hours to finish trans-
lating one 90-minute tape. Translat-
ing the audiotapes is just one facet of
a larger Czech history preservation
project directed by Czech language
professor Mila Saskova-Pierce. The
Czech Heritage Materials Preservation
Project seeks to create a digital archives
of Nebraska Czech histories, photo-
graphs, and letters. The group is work-
ing with the UNL Nebraska Consor-
tium for Regional Humanities office
to make the materials available to the
public via the Internet.

Nebraska State Historical
Society and Nebraska
Mexican American
Commission

The Nebraska State Historical Soci-
ety and the Nebraska Mexican Ameri-
can Commission have recently col-
laborated on a two-year project,
“Mexican American Traditions in
Nebraska.” This project was designed
to document traditional arts and cul-
ture within Nebraska’s Mexican com-
munities. Three major products re-
sulted from this project. An exhibit
entitled Un Tesoro De Nebraska (A
Nebraska Treasure): Discovering Our
Mexican Legacy toured several sites in
the state and is now permanently
housed at the Mexican-American His-
torical Society in Scottsbluff, Ne-
braska. The publication Nuestros
Tésoros (Our Treasures) was produced
and distributed to school libraries and
cultural organizations around the
state. Finally, the interviews and pho-
tographs gathered as part of this
project are archived in the society’ li-
brary/archives and are available for
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study by other researchers. Web site:
<http://www.nebraskahistory.org/
lib-arch/whadoin/mexican.htm>.

OHIO

Ohio Historical Society

Among the digital projects offered by
the Ohio Historical Society are The
Diary and Letters of Rutherford B.
Hayes, Nineteenth President of the
United States and The African-Ameri-
can Experience in Ohio 1850-1920.
The Hayes collection makes available
the diaries that Hayes kept from age
12 to his death at age 70. Hayes was
one of three presidents to keep a di-
ary while in office. The edited diaries
and letters were originally published
in 1922 in a five-volume set. Research-
ers can search by key word or browse
page by page. The African-American
Experience in Ohio 1850-1920 brings
together materials from various
sources including manuscripts, news-
paper articles, serials, photographs,
and pampbhlets to show the complex
and diverse African-American culture
from this period. Web site: <htep://
www.ohiohistory.org/resource/
statearc>.

Sinclair Community College

Sinclair Community College in Day-
ton has just completed the transfer of
its archives into a newly-constructed
records facility at the center of cam-
pus. The two-thousand-square-foot
storage area, with space for almost
2,500 boxes, will provide plenty of
room for the archival collections of the
113-year-old college. The facility also
features a small micrographics center.
The research room has been furnished
to match the decor seen in photo-
graphs of the college’s first library.
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NORTH DAKOTA

North Dakota State University
Institute for Regional Studies
The flood caused by the record rains
on June 19 and 20, 2000, in Fargo
created havoc in the archival collec-
tions of the Institute for Regional
Studies and University Archives. The
lowest section of the building’s lower
level received the most damage with
approximately four feet of contami-
nated water inundating the periodi-
cal collection. The upper section, con-
taining the archives, maps, and
additional periodicals, received ap-
proximately nine inches of water. In
the archives only about 20 feet of older
accessions became wet and approxi-
mately one hundred books were lost.
The greatest damage was to the peri-
odical collection, of which about 25
percent was sent to the landfill, while
another 25 percent was shipped fro-
zen to Chicago to be freeze-dried. The
archival records were quickly frozen
on campus and also shipped to Chi-
cago. The institute and university ar-
chives likely will be housed in its tem-
porary location for some time, perhaps
years.

The institute is also pleased to an-
nounce that over two hundred of its
finding aids to manuscript and archi-
val collections have been made avail-
able on its Web site. The finding aids
are available through the Institute’s
Collections Web section at <hetp://
www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/
collections/index.html>. They have
been organized both in alphabetical
order and by broad subject categories.
Visual images of record creators have
been added when available. The in-
formation has been divided into Over-
view, Biography or History, Scope and
Content, and Inventory.

State Historical Society of
North Dakota

Merl Paaverud will be the interim su-
perintendent of the State Historical
Society of North Dakota until a re-
placement can be chosen for Samuel
Wegner, who has accepted a position
with the National D-Day Museum in
New Orleans. A native of Steele
County, Paaverud, 51, is the deputy
state historic preservation officer and
directs the division of historic preser-
vation, which includes the State His-
toric Preservation Office and the State
Historic Sites system. Wegner has
been superintendent since September
I, 1998, succeeding James Sperry,
who retired after serving as agency
head for 29 years.

SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota State Historical

Society

The South Dakota State Historical So-
ciety Press announces the new publi-
cation, Baum’s Road to Oz: The Da-
kota Years, edited by Nancy Tystad
Koupal. The publication explores a
little-known but influential period in
the life of children’s author L. Frank
Baum and explores connections to 7he
Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Generous
samples of Baum’s South Dakota writ-
ings (poetry, newspaper editorials, and
animal fairy tales) are interspersed
with new scholarship to give readers
an appreciation for this American
storyteller’s Dakota experiences.

University of South Dakota
Archives and Special
Collections

New additions to the USD collections
include:

The Moses K. Armstrong Centennial
Address on Dakota Territory (Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1876).
This new addition to the Chilson

(Continued on page 26)
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Collection of Western Americana
gives the text of a speech delivered at
the U.S. Centennial Exhibition in
Philadelphia on September 28, 1876,
by Moses K. Armstrong. In 1876,
Armstrong had recently finished his
second term as the Territorial Delegate
to Congress from Dakota Territory on
the Democratic ticket. Armstrong was
born in Milan, Ohio, in 1832, and
came to Dakota Territory in 1859,
after receiving his education at West-
ern Reserve College. Initially a land
surveyor, Armstrong became active in
affairs of the state, serving in several
legislative assemblies from 1862
through 1871. He was elected as the
delegate to Congress from Dakota
Territory in 1871, and served in that
office until 1875. After leaving Con-
gress, Armstrong settled in St. James,
Minnesota, and entered the banking
business. He died in 1906.

Yankton Sioux Tribe v. United States,
Papers, 1828-1987. This is a collec-
tion of research materials gathered by
a private research firm as evidence for
the Yankton Sioux Tribe in trials re-
garding a claim to lands originally
defined by the Fort Laramie Treaty in
1851. The papers include photocopies
of materials gathered from the Na-
tional Archives, the Library of Con-
gress, and other archives and special
collections throughout the Midwest.
The focus of the materials is the
Yankton Sioux, the Teton Sioux, and
Sioux hunting grounds prior to the
Fort Laramie Treaty. They include cor-
respondence regarding Indian agen-
cies in the area, and correspondence
from the Adjutant General’s Office,
State Territorial Papers, and letter
books. Representative materials also
include reports from Indian agents,
travelogues from traders, accounts
from missionaries and explorers, legal
and court documents, government
reports, and interpretive articles and
chapters from books.
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Herman E. Crowl Correspondence,
1899-1902. Herman E. Crowl, from
Milbank, South Dakota, was a ser-
geant in Company H, 3rd Infantry.
He served in the Philippines during
the Spanish-American War. The col-
lection consists of letters that Crowl
wrote to his sister, Verna Crowl
Dickerson, who lived in Olivet, South
Dakota. In the correspondence, he
discussed his experiences in procur-
ing supplies, his work as Post Quar-
termaster Sergeant and Sergeant Ma-
jor, and a religious revival in Manila.
His correspondence reflects his con-
nection to his home in South Dakota,
and an interest in his family.
Web site: <www.usd.edu/library/
weekssp.shtml/>.

WISCONSIN

State Historical Society of
Wisconsin

The State Historical Society is collect-
ing letters, speeches, photographs, and
other artifacts that detail Governor
Tommy Thompson’s 14 years in of-
fice. Museum curators have tried to
acquire Thompson’s Harley-Davidson
motorcycle, which he rode on annual
publicity trips. The motorcycle would
complement other items from former
governors, including a coat worn by
Bob La Follette and the trademark red
vest of Lee Dreyfus. State law requires
the historical society to collect and sort
important documents at the end of
each governor’s administration. Al-
most all documents would be avail-
able to the public. Others deemed
personally sensitive, such as files on
political appointments, would be

sealed for 75 years.

University of Wisconsin-
Madison

The Board of Regents, University of
Wisconsin—Madison, has received a
conditional grant of up to $160,000

from the National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission to
continue editing of The Documentary
History of the Ratification of the Con-
stitution. In addition, the State His-
torical Society of Wisconsin received
a subvention grant of $9,500 for The
Documentary History of the Ratifica-
tion of the Constitution, Vol. 7.

Wisconsin Historical Records
Advisory Board

The Wisconsin Historical Records
Advisory Board accepted applications
through April 2, 2001, for participa-
tion in the expanded phase of the As-
sessment/Mentoring Project for re-
positories of historical records. The
project, funded by the National His-
torical Publications and Records
Commission and the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, provides on-site
assistance to Wisconsin repositories of
historical records (public libraries,
community museums, and local his-
torical societies). Twelve volunteer
mentor archivists, recruited from the
ranks of professional archivists in and
around Wisconsin, will be paired with
12 selected repositories. The pairs will
collaborate to assess the condition of
historical records, develop a simple
plan for improving records care and
use, and work together on implement-
ing the plan. The expanded phase of
this project will take place from Au-
gust 2001 to June 2002.

The pilot phase of the project, which
ran from August 2000 to January
2001, proved very successful. All par-
ticipants who attended the final evalu-
ation meeting contributed ideas for
improving the mentoring program for
the expanded phase. More informa-
tion on the pilot phase can be found
at <htep://www.shsw.wisc.edu/
archives/whrab/mentoring/pilot_
phase.html>.
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ELECTRONIC CURRENTS

By Judy Walker and Charlie Arp
Ohio Historical Society

Using Databases to Control
Collections

The State Archives of Ohio has been
working with several databases in or-
der to gain administrative control over
our holdings. Like most archival in-
stitutions we are trying to implement
technology to facilitate and standard-
ize our work as much as possible. Our
intention here is not to suggest that
we are implementing innovative so-
lutions, but rather to relate what we
are doing in the hope that, if others
see something we could add or change
to make our applications better, they
will contact us with their suggestions.

Accessions Database

The State Archives started using an
accessions database in 1996 to pro-
duce statistical reports and make the
accession records searchable. We av-
erage about 225 accessions per year,
totaling approximately 1,200 cubic
feet of records. Our accessions data-
base is in Microsoft Access and is quite
simple. We also continue to keep our
accession records in traditional paper
format.

The database contains 15 fields: 1)
Accession number; 2) Agency name;
3) Title (including the dates of the
accession); 4) Description of the ma-
terial; 5) Agency number; 6) Series
Number (applied after processing); 7)
Volume of the accession in cubic feet;
8) Additional volume information
(used if volume cannot be measured
in cubic feet); 9) Date accessioned; 10)
Accession location; and 11) Name of
staff accessioning the material. Begin-
ning this year, staff members are us-
ing fields 12 through 15 to rate the

importance of the accession.
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We have the same problem that all
archivists have: we bring in more ma-
terial in a year than we can process,
resulting in a growing backlog. Rec-
ognizing this, we felt we could use our
accessions database to help us priori-
tize records for processing and to
roughly identify those accessions that
may be candidates for deaccessioning.
We added four staff evaluation fields
to the database and had staff mem-
bers score the importance of our ac-
cessions. Before this we prioritized
accessions for processing by anecdotal
evidence. We had never done a reap-
praisal of accessions with the inten-
tion of deaccessioning.

During January 2001, professional
staff members went through the ac-
cessions database and rated each ac-
cession from 1 to 5, with a 5 denot-
ing an accession of significance and 1
denoting an accession of limited value.
Staff members gave a rating of zero if
they felt incapable of scoring an ac-
cession without viewing it. Less than
one percent of the accessions were
rated zero. Staff were not able to see
each other’s scores during the rating
process.

The results of this experiment were
revealing. All four staff members gave
only five accessions the maximum
number (20) of points. Only 195 ac-
cessions (14 percent) were rated at 16
points or higher, while 273 accessions
(20 percent) were rated at eight points
or lower. We considered scores of 16
or above significant because this re-
quired all four staff members to rate
the accession at least a 4. Conversely,
8 points or below required all four staff
members to rate the accession 2 points

or lower. We are going to have four
reference staff members score the ac-
cessions in the same way. Reference
staff will rate the accessions based on
patron use, while State Archives staff
rated on the basis of perceived histori-
cal significance. Comparing the results
of the two final scores will be
interesting.

State Archives Collections
Management Database

The accessions database described
above was designed to handle our ac-
cessions information from 1996 until
the implementation of our collections
management system. It has been our
intention to use the Ohio Historical
Society’s integrated Library and Infor-
mation System to administratively
manage our archival and museum col-
lections. The Epixtech Horizon sys-
tem was chosen by OHS to deliver an
on-line catalog system that could be
modified to handle collection man-
agement functions.

The purpose of the State Archives
portion of the collections manage-
ment system is to document and man-
age archival records from appraisal
through accessioning, processing, and
cataloging. The database structure
State Archives uses within the Hori-
zon system to manage our records is
different from that used to manage
manuscript and museum collections.
Although we have designed our por-
tion of the database and are collect-
ing the information, we are not cur-
rently using the system, but will be as
soon as modifications are made to the
original database structure.

The Horizon State Archives database
is designed to document and manage
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our records from accessioning forward
and contains 82 fields of information.
These fields are broken down into
three areas: appraisal and transfer,
accessioning, and processing. What
follows is a list of the fields by func-
tion. We do this in the hope that, if
readers notice some informational el-
ement that is not included, they will
contact us.

* Appraisal and Transfer

The appraisal and transfer section
of the database contains 39 fields
of information. The purpose of this
section is to document what we ap-
praise, reject, and transfer. All sec-
tions beginning with “New” are to
be repeated for each media type
within the function (appraisal, re-
jected, transferred). One of the
modifications we want to make to
this section of the database is the
ability to score the appraisals we re-
ject. The fields are:

Record type (State Archives or Lo-
cal Government Record)

Horizon item number (assigned af-
ter records are cataloged)

Agency name

Agency division

Agency office

Appraisal number

Appraisal date

Appraised by

New (field designating that all the

following information pertains to
one media type)

Amount (total quantity of material
if not paper records)

Cubic feet (total volume)
Beginning year of the records being
appraise

End year of the records being ap-
praised

Google

Exact date (used for single-item ap-
praisals)

Media type

Description (short description of
the records being appraised)

New (field designating that all the
following information pertains to
one media type appraised and re-
jected)

Amount (total quantity of material
[non-paper records] rejected)
Cubic feet (total volume rejected)
Beginning year of the records re-
jected

End year of the records rejected
Exact date (used for single-item re-
jections)

Media type

Description (short description of

the records rejected including ratio-
nal for rejection)

New (field designating that all the
following information pertains to

one media type transferred to the
State Archives)

Amount (total quantity of material
[non-paper records] transferred)
Cubic feet (total volume trans-

ferred)

Beginning year of the records being
transferred

End year of the records being trans-

ferred

Exact date (used for single-item
transfer)

Media type

Description (short description of
the records being transferred)

Functionality (scored 04, indicat-
ing the importance of the function
within the originating agency)
Information content (scored 04,
indicating the value of the informa-
tion)

Documentary sources (scored 04,
indicating the uniqueness of the
information)

Restriction (scored 0—4, indicating
to what degree the records can be
made available to the public)

Preservation (scored 04, indicating
the physical condition of the
records)

Overall appraisal score (tabulation

of the scored fields above)
Transfer to (transferring institution)

Transfer authority (name of official
who authorized the transfer)

Transfer date
Transfer note

Schedule number (retention sched-
ule number that lists the records
being transferred)

CRD date (Certificate of Records
Disposal that authorizes the trans-
fer of the records)

Accessioning

This section of the database is made
up of 23 fields. The database docu-
ments the accessioning and the dis-
position of records.

New (field designating that all the
following information pertains to
one media type accessioned)

Record Group number (corre-
sponds to the originating agency)

Accession number
Accession date

Accession location (specific location

within OHS stacks)
Titde

Beginning year
End year

Exact date (for single-item acces-
sions)

Description

(Continued on page 30)
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Accessioned by

New (field designating that all the following informa-
tion pertains to one media type disposed of by State
Archives)

Disposal type (processing or deaccession)

Amount (total quantity of material [non-paper] disposed
of)

Cubic feet (total volume disposed of)

Media type

Disposal date

Schedule number (Records Retention Schedule listing
the records)

CRD date (Certificate of Records Disposal that trans-
ferred the records)

Authorization (State Archivist or Assistant State Archi-
vist who authorized the disposal)

Series number (used for deaccessions only)
Series box number (used for deaccessions only)

Notes (used to describe the records being disposed of
and to justify the disposal)

Processing

The processing section of the database contains 19 fields
documenting the processing of State Archives series.

New (field designating that all the following informa-

tion pertains to one media type processed)

Series number

Series title

Description

Beginning year

End year

Amount (total quantity of material in the series [non-
paper])

Cubic feet (total volume)

Media type

Access restrictions

Arrangement (chronological, alphabetical, and so forth)

Arrangement date (date arrangement of the series was
completed)

Inventory date (date the series inventory [description]
was completed)

Box list date (date the box list was completed)
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Finding aid completed date (date the finding aid was
accepted)

Finding aid by (staff name)

Catalog date (when MARC record was created for the
series)

See also (list of related series)

Processed by (staff name)

The collection management database will be used to gen-
erate a number of reports. These reports include the num-
ber of appraisals per year, total volume appraised, volume
appraised vs. volume accessioned, appraisals and acces-
sions by media type, volume of processing discards, and
rates of work including time spent on each function by
staff members.

In conjunction with the implementation of the collection
management database, State Archives staff are consider-
ing designing a database that will generate finding aids.
This database will be based on EAD definitions and will
include name authorities for state and local agencies,
agency histories, and previous agency names.

If you would like to provide us with any feedback regard-
ing these database applications or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact either Charlie Arp, State Archivist,
carp@ohiohistory.org or 614-297-2581; or Judy Walker,
Assistant State Archivist, jwalker@ohiohistory.org or
614-297-2585.
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ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVISTS LISTSERV

By Jennifer Rawlings
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial
E-mail: jeff_archivist@nps.gov

An attempt to reduce traffic on the Listserv was made
with a change that makes the “reply t0” setting send E-
mail solely to the person posting the question and not to
the entire list. This change engendered great debate about
the wisdom of such a policy since it might lead to a Listserv
that consisted solely of unanswered questions. The change
went into effect just a few weeks ago but does not seem to
have significantly reduced Listserv traffic.

Cell Phones

An archivist wrote in with a question about cell phone
usage in archives, wondering what the situation was in
other institutions. It seems that many places are facing
the issue of researchers having loud conversations on cell
phones in the reading rooms. Many institutions have a
policy of asking people to set the phone to vibrate and to
take the call outside. Most people feel that this situation
will probably become more and more commonplace so it
would be wise to have a policy ready.

Underpaid and Not Well Understood Leads to
Survey, “What Is an Archivist?”

John Howard Fowler's comment that archivists are “un-
derpaid, generally isolated, and not well understood”
sparked an interesting thread. One response advertised a
course called “The Archival Warrior: A Transformational
Approach to Gaining Support for Archives” put on by the
Society of Southwest Archivists on February 28, 2001. (I
would love to hear how this course was from someone out
there who was able to attend; it sounded very useful and
had the coolest title of any archives-related training I've
ever seen.) Discussion centered on the need for more man-
agement courses for archivists. This thread led to Charles
Schultz and Peter Kurilecz’s creation of a short Web-based
survey asking questions such as what level of education
people had attained before they decided to become an
archivist; if their neighbors know what an archivist is; and
if they feel SAA and the ACA are doing enough to ad-
vance the profession. The survey was up on the Web for
only 24 hours with about 244 people responding. The
full results of the survey are posted at the Listserv’s ar-

chives for January 2001, week 5, under the topic, “Survey
Results for ‘“What is an Archivist?””

Google

Fictional Archivists and Curators

Someone asked about a book that featured an archivist as
the hero and was referred to David Mattison’s “The Fic-
tional World of Archives, Art Galleries and Museums” at
<hutp://www.victoria.tc.ca/ ~-mattison/ficarch/index.htm>.
If you haven't looked at this site in the five years it has
been up, it is well worth visiting. It is fascinating to see
the various ways archivists and curators have been por-
trayed in movies, television, and books. Hannibal Lecter
joins the list of fictional curators: in the current movie
“Hannibal” (as well as in the 1999 book), he becomes the
curator of the Capponi Library in Florence. He’s not a
very good curator, though: aside from the “mysterious dis-
appearance” of his predecessor and some other murders,
he offers documents from his collection to people as gifts.
Undoubtedly, only an archivist or curator would count
that as one of the more shocking moments of the film!

Web Announcements from the Archives
Listserv

The Space Business Archives has a new, redesigned Web
page that includes increased on-line search functions
through DB/TextWorks, downloadable documents, new
finding aids, a new exhibit entitled From Sea to Space:
Evolution of the Sea-based Launch Concept, and many other
features, including the new membership program, the
Exploration Society. Web site: <http://www.
spacearchive.org>.

Utah State University Special Collections announced its
new, updated Web site, <http://www.usu.edu/-specol/
index.html>, and the new updated Web site for the Fife
Folklore Archives: <http://www.usu.edu/-folklo/
folk.htm>.

Newest additions to the Library of Congress’ American
Memory on-line collections:

The Aaron Copland Collection Ca. 19001990, created by
the National Digital Library Program in conjunction with
the Library’s Music Division. Web site: <http://
memory.loc.gov/ammem/achtml/>.

In September 1998, An American Time Capsule: Three
Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera was
made available to users of the American Memory on-line
collections. On November 30, 2000, more than seven
thousand additional items from one of the world’s great-
est collections of Americana were added to An American
Time Capsule. Web site: <http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
rbpehtml/>.

(Continued on page 32)
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Representatives from the Connecticut Historical Society,
Mystic Seaport, and the Thomas J. Dodd Research Cen-
ter at the University of Connecticut announced the pro-
totype Web site, Connecticut History Online. This col-
laborative effort, funded by the Institute for Museum and
Library Services, provides a site where teachers, students,
researchers, and members of the general public can ex-
plore Connecticut’s past. Web site: <htep://
www.lib.uconn.edu/cho/>.

The Tufts University Archives, in collaboration with the
Perseus Project, is pleased to announce the releasc of The
Edwin C. Bolles Collection: A Digital Archive on the His-
tory and Topography of London. Bolles, the first chaplain of
Tufts College and a professor of English and history, col-
lected materials on Victorian London, including about
four hundred books, over three hundred maps, and thou-
sands of prints and other illustrations. To read more about
the Bolles Collection, see the collection overview at
<http://www.library.tufts.edu/archives/coll/collections/
ms004/tulips.html>.

The George Meany Memorial Archives (the archives of
the AFL-CIO) announces its Web site. The site provides
researchers with an annotated guide to the collections and
information about conducting research, the archives’ ex-
hibits program, and its journal, Labors Heritage. Web site:
<http:/lwww.georgemeany.org/home.html>.

The National Library of Medicine’s History of Medicine
Division announces its plunge into the EAD pool. For
the initial public release, 13 of the Archives and Modern
Manuscripts Program’s 104 finding aids were sclected for
Web publication. All 104 finding aids have been encoded
in SGML according to the EAD Document Type Defini-
tion and will then be exported to HTML for Web
publication. Web site: <http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/
manuscripts/msc.html>.

The Lincoln Park History Project is pleased to announce
that it has launched a new Web site. The primary focus of
the site is to preserve and provide access to the rich
cultural heritage of Lincoln Park, one of Rockville,
Maryland’s oldest communities. Web site: <htep://www.
montgomeryl ibrary.org/lpark/lpproject.html>.

Duke University's Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special
Collections Library is pleased to announce the availabil-
ity of The Emergence of Advertising in America: 1850-1920
(EAA). EAA is an on-line image database of over nine thou-
sand advertising items and publications and is a collabo-
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ration of the John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Adver-
tising & Marketing History and the Digital Scriptorium.
This image database was a 1998 Library of Congress/
Ameritech National Digital Library Competition winner.
Web site: <htep://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/eaa/>.

Camping with the Sioux: Fieldwork Diary of Alice
Cunningham Fletcher is now available from the National
Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. The
on-line edition of Alice Fletcher’s 1881 diary includes a
transcript of her ethnographic field notes, reproductions
of her sketches of Native American life, and photographs
of Nebraska and South Dakota from a variety of
Smithsonian collections. Web site: <http://www.
nmnbh.si.edu/naa/fletcher/fletcher.htms.

Special Collections & Archives at the University of Idaho
Library announces a new installment to the Web page.
Digital Memories. Digital Memories focuses on historic
artifacts, documents, photographs, and books from the
holdings of Special Collections & Archives. This is a chang-
ing showcase of highlights from its collections. The most
recent addition to the series is an account of the Willis
Sweet Reminiscence, which examines Moscow attorney
Willis Sweet's role in the founding of the University of
Idaho. Web site: <htutp://www.lib.uidaho.edu/special-

collections/>.

The Proceedings from the Conservation Center for Art
and Historic Artifacts (CCAHAY)’s Architectural Records
Conference, “Architectural Records: Preserving and Man-
aging the Documentation of Qur Built Environment,”
are available on CCAHA's Web site: <www.ccaha.org>.



People and Posts—1Lynn Leitte, Minnesota Historical Society

The Membership Committee of MAC invites members to share positions, appointments, and honors in the
“People and Posts” column. Please send items to Lynn Leitte, Minnesota Historical Society,
345 Kellogg Boulevard, W., St. Paul, MN 55102-1906.
Phone: 651-296-1082; Fax: 651-296-9961; E-mail: lynn.leitte@mnbs.org.

David McCartney

David McCartney recently accepted
the position of university archivist at
the University of Iowa in lowa City.
David previously worked at History
Associates, Inc., of Rockville, Mary-
land, as a consulting archivist for
Montgomery County, Maryland. He
also has worked at the National Pub-
lic Broadcasting Archives and Library
of American Broadcasting, both part
of special collections at the Univer-
sity of Maryland Libraries. He re-
ceived an M.A. in history and an
M.L.S,, both from the University of
Maryland in 1998. A native Iowan,
David was born and raised in Charles
Ciry.

Dale C. Mayer

After 31 years of service at the Hoover
Presidential Library, Archivist Dale C.
Mayer retired on January 31, 2001.
Dale was a member of MAC Council
in 1986-1987. He also served on the
Membership Committee for several
years and served on numerous Pro-
gram and Local Arrangement Com-
mittees during the 1980s and 1990s,
including the LAC for the 1993 fall
meeting in Davenport, lowa. He
made many presentations at MAC
meetings, most recently speaking
about processing “Basket-Case” col-
lections at the spring 2000 meeting.

Google

Lynn Smith

In November 2000, Lynn Smith
joined the staff of the Hoover Presi-
dential Library as an archivist. Prior
to her arrival there, she was Govern-
ment Documents Supervisor at
Penrose Library, University of Den-
ver (Colorado). Lynn served as Pro-
gram Committee cochair for the joint
MAC/SRMA meeting in 1999 and is
happy to be working in the MAC re-
gion, after being an out-of-region
member for nearly a decade.

New Members

indiana

Sally Childs-Helton

Special Collections and Rare
Books Librarian

Butler University Libraries

4600 Sunset Avenue

Indianapolis, IN 46208-3485

Carol Downs
57302 Peggy Drive
South Bend, IN 46619

Nancy Masten

Archive Director

Miami County Museum
51 N. Broadway

Peru, IN 46970

Martthew Wilken

Assistant Archivist

University of Notre Dame
Archives

607 Hesburgh Library

Notre Dame, IN 46556

lowa

Michele Christian
University Records Analyst
Iowa State University

403 Parks Library

Ames, IA 50010

David McCartney

University Archivist

University of Iowa

Main Library, Special Collections
Iowa City, 1A 52242-1420

Catherine M. Rod

Associate Librarian and College
Archivist

Grinnell College Libraries

1111 6th Avenue

Grinnell, 1A 50112-1690

Michigan

Lauren Kata
500 Willis W., #7
Detroit, MI 48201

Romie Minor

Archivist

Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Village

20900 Oakwood Blvd.

Dearborn, MI 48121

William Shea

Archivist

African American Music
Collection

University of Michigan

106 West Hall,

550 E. University Drive

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1092

(Continued on page 34)
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Lynn Leitte, Minnesota Historical Socienty

(Continued from page 33)

Minnesota

Matthew DeVries

Library Assistant
Dunwoody Institute-LRC
818 Dunwoody Boulevard
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Bill Pittman

Director of Historical
Information

Hazelden Foundation

HP Museum-RWIO

15251 Pleasant Valley Road

Center City, MN 55012

Judi M. Welle

Director of Archives

Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls,
Minnesota

116 8th Avenue SE

Lictle Falls, MN 56345

Missouri

Bonnie Cozad

Manuscript Specialist

Western Historical Manuscripts—
KC

5100 Rockhill Road

Newcomb Hall Room 302

Kansas City, MO 64110

Kelly Pfannenstiel

Sr. Archives Coordinator
American Century Investments
4500 Main St.

Kansas City, MO 64111-7709

Gail S. Ramspott

Freelance Writer/Researcher
1725 Coronita Dr.

Fenton, MO 63026

Nebraska

Siobhan Champ Blackwell
Photo Archivist

Jim Krantz Studio

5017 S 24th St.

Omaha, NE 68107
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Ohio

Ben Blake

Assistant Curator of Manuscripts

Western Reserve Historical
Society

10825 East Boulevard

Cleveland, OH 44106

John V. Miller

Director of Archival Services
University of Akron

Polsky Building

Akron, OH 44325-1702

David A. Rook

Microfilm Laboratory Operation

Western Reserve Historical
Society

10825 East Boulevard

Cleveland, OH 44106

Marybelle Yeazel

National Archives and Records
Administration

3150 Springboro Road

Dayton, OH 45439

South Dakota

Laurie Langland

Project Archivist

Dakota Wesleyan University
Layne Library

1200 W. University Avenue
Mirchell, SD 57301-4398

Wisconsin

Helen Ashmore
Executive Officer
ARCHIVA

1505 Wood Lane
Madison, W1 53705

Mary Davison
Assistant Archivist
Pleasant Co.

8400 Fairway Place
Middleton, W1 53562

Other

Sarah Cranstoun

Assistant Archivist

University of Pittsburgh
Archives Service Center

400 North Lexington Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15137

Nancy L. DeMarcus
Acquisitions and Access Archivist
University of Kentucky

Special Collections and Archives
204 King Library

Lexington, KY 40506-0039
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REGIONALIA—continued
By Michele Christian, lowa State University.

(Continued from page 35)

meeting can be found on the Internet at <huep://
www.ala.org/events/ac2001/index.html>.

Archives Association of British Columbia
(AABC)

The 2001 Archives Association of British Columbia
(AABC) Conference will be held April 27 and 28 in
Victoria, British Columbia. The theme of the conference
is “The Place of Archives in Heritage.” St. Ann’s Academy
will host the sessions and workshops. Highlights of the
conference include a tour of the recently restored St. Ann’s
and the opening reception on Thursday evening at Gov-
ernment House, the home of Garde B. Gardom, Q.C.,
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia. For details
about the sessions and activities, and a conference regis-
tration form, please see the AABC’s Web site: <htep://
aabc.bc.ca/aabc/special.huml>.

Archives Society of Alberta (ASA)

The Archives Society of Alberta Education Institute will
be held May 14-19, 2001, at the University of Calgary in
Calgary, Alberta. The Education Institute is a six-day pro-
gram that provides archival education to members of
Alberta’s archival community. The institute will be taught
by Margery Hadley, Archivist; Michael Gourlie, the ASA
Archives Advisor; and a series of guest lecturers. The insti-
tute will include lectures, video presentations, hands-on
exercises, and class discussions. More information can be
seen at the Archives Society of Alberta’s Web site:
<http://www.glenbow.org/asa/general/institute.htms>.

Conference of Intermountain Archivists (CIMA)
Northwest Archivists, Inc.

Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists (SRMA)
This spring the Conference of Intermountain Archivists
(CIMA), the Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists
(SRMA), and the Northwest Archivists, Inc., will hold a
joint meeting in Boise, Idaho, at the Boise Doubletrce
Riverside Hotel, May 24-26, 2001. The theme for the
meeting is “Regional Archival Communication: Coopera-
tion and Collaboration in the New Century.” Tours, work-
shops, and 16 sessions are being planned. For more de-
tails, please see the Web sites for the Conference of
Intermountain Archivists: <htep://www.lib.utah.edu/
cima/>; Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists: <htep://
uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/ahc/srma/>; and the Northwest
Archivists, Inc.: <http://www.orst.edu/Dept/archives/
misc/nwa.html>.
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Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)

The Federation of Genealogical Societies, in conjunction
with local genealogical societies, presents the 2001 FGS/
Quad Cities Conference titled “Great River Bend Gene-
alogy . .. A Heartland Gathering.” During September 12—
15, 2001, more than 90 speakers will present almost two
hundred educational sessions. This includes two MAC
members, Peter Bunce of Chicago and Paula Stuart War-
ren of St. Paul. Warren is also the conference cochair. Other
archivists, librarians, editors, historians, and genealogists
from across the United States will also lecture. A large
exhibit hall will feature a variety of vendors and displays
including genealogical and historical books, software, and

supplies, archival supplies, and computer demonstrations.

Wednesday, September 12, will feature a special track for
Librarians Serving Genealogists. For more information or
to receive a free copy of the 16-page program and regis-
tration booklet, contact FGS at 888-FGS-1500, toll free,
or check the FGS Web site at <http://www.fgs.org>.
Among the participating organizations are the National
Endowment for the Humanities, Davenport Public Li-
brary, Allen County Public Library (Indiana), Family His-
tory Library (Utah), Palatines to America, and the United
States Immigration and Naturalization Service.

International Federation of Film Archives
(FIAF)

The 57th FIAF Congress, organized by the Cinématheque
Marocaine, will take place in Rabat, Morocco, April 22—
28, 2001. The meeting will include a symposium, “Colo-
nial Cinema: A Borrowed Heritage™; a workshop, “Cre-
ation and Development of New Cinématheques and Film
Archives”; general assembly and regional meetings; tours;
and receptions. To see more information regarding this
event, please visit the International Federation of Film
Archives’ Web site: <http://www.cinema.ucla.edu/fiaf/
english/news.html>.

Kentucky Council on Archives (KCA)

The Kentucky Council on Archives (KCA) will hold its
spring 2001 meeting on Friday, April 20, 2001, at West-
ern Kentucky University in Bowling Green. This meeting
will be a celebration of the KCA's 25th anniversary. More
information will be available at the Kentucky Council on
Archives” Web site: <htep://www.louisville.edu/library/
uarc/kca/meetings.htm>.

Michigan Archival Association (MAA)

The 2001 annual meeting of the Michigan Archival Asso-
ciation (MAA) will be hosted by the State Archives of
Michigan, June 21-22, at the Kellogg Center in East Lan-



REGIONALIA—continued
By Michele Christian, lowa State University.

sing. Mary Zimmeth is chairing the Local Arrangements
Committee. Mark Coir and Whitney Miller are cochair-
ing the Program Committee. For further details, please
see the MAA's Web site: <http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/
~maa/meeting.html>.

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference
(MARAC)

The spring 2001 meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Regional
Archives Conference (MARAC) will take place May 3-5
at the Crowne Plaza Philadelphia-Center City in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. This meeting’s theme is “2001, An
Archival Odyssey: Four Centuries of Archives.” A recep-
tion will be held at the Mayor’s Reception Room in City
Hall. The plenary speakers will be Lucia Stanton and
Dianne Swann-Wright from the “Getting the Word Oral
History Project,” which records the oral histories of the
descendants of Monticello’s enslaved African-American
community. For more details, please see the Mid-Atlantic
Regional Archives Conference’s Web site: <http://
www.lib.umd.edu/MARAC/maraccon.htm>.

National Council on Public History (NCPH)

April 18-22, 2001, the National Council on Public His-
tory (NCPH) will hold its annual meeting at the Chiteau
Laurier in Ottawa, Canada. The theme for the conference
is “Belonging: Public Historians and Place.” The sessions
will explore this topic by discussing such issues as place
and community identity, place and group identity, the-
ater and historical interpretation, history and the construc-
tion of heritage, contested environments, material culture,
indigenous rights movements, plurality and diversity in
national narratives, and cultural landscapes. For more in-
formation, please see the National Council on Public
History’s Web site: <http://www.iupui.edu/-ncph/>.

National Genealogical Society (NGS)

The annual conference of the National Genealogical So-
ciety will take place May 16-19, 2001, in Portland, Or-
egon. The Oregon Convention Center will accommodate
the conference. The preconference program for librarians
serving genealogists, “Defining Our Digital Destiny,” will
take place on May 15 at the U.S. West Meeting Room in
the Multnomah County Library’s Central Branch in down-
town Portland. For more information regarding the
preconference program and the conference, please visit
the National Genealogical Society’s Web site: <htep://

www.ngsgenealogy.org/>.
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National Historical Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC)

Due to budgetary constraints, the NHPRC has suspended
the NHPRC Fellowships in Advanced Archival Adminis-
tration and Historical Documentary Editing for 2001-
2002 (originally announced in the October 2000 MAC
Newsletter).

New England Archivists (NEA)

The annual meeting for the New England Archivists
(NEA) will take place May 4-5, 2001, at Dartmouth Col-
lege in Hanover, New Hampshire. The theme of this meet-
ing is “Archives and the Arts” and the sessions offered high-
light the relationship of archives to the visual and
performing arts. The meeting program can be viewed at
the NEA’s Web site: <http://www.lib.umb.edu/
newengarch/meetings/s01/s01program.html>.

Organization of American Historians (OAH)

The 2001 OAH Annual Meeting will take place in Los
Angeles, California, April 26-29. The conference will in-
clude sessions on writing biographies, U.S. history survey
course textbooks, critiquing the work of prominent histo-
rians, and over 120 panels on American history, including
many on California and the West. A debate on the 2000
presidential election is also planned for this event and will
feature Republican strategist Ariana Huffington, Demo-
cratic strategist Susan Estrich, James T. Patterson, and
William E. Leuchtenburg. A full conference program and
registration information can be obtained at the OAH’s
Web site: <http://www.oah.org/meetings/2001/
index.html>.

Society of Florida Archivists (SFA)

The 2001 Annual Meeting of the Society of Florida Ar-
chivists (SFA) will be held May 2—4 at the Ponce de Leon
Golf and Conference Resort in Augustine, Florida. The
meeting will include workshops on obtaining grants and
conducting oral histories, and sessions spotlighting a vari-
ety of Florida archival collections and on using the Internet
for outreach. More details are available at the Society of
Florida Archivists’ Web site: <http://mailer.fsu.edu/-
baltman/annmeeting.htm>.

Society of Southwest Archivists (SSA)

The Society of Southwest Archivists (SSA) will hold its
annual meeting May 24-26, 2001, at the Radisson Plaza
Hotel in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. Information
about the program can be obtained from Carol Mathias.

(Continued on page 38)
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INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT

Cheri Thies, Editor

The University Archives of lllinois Institute of Technology
(and Lewis Institute and Armour Institute of Technology and the Institute of
Design and Chicago-Kent College of Lawand .. .)

By Catherine Bruck, University Archivist

At the risk of appearing vain, the Archives of Illinois In-
stitute of Technology is taking this opportunity to put
itself in the “Institutional Spotlight”—again! That's right.
If you refer to your April 1980 issue of MAC Newsletter,
you'll find us there. Five paragraphs on the life and times
of the IIT Archives as seen through the eyes of the (then)
archivist, William T. Covington. My thanks to “WT” for
heading us down the path of acid-free folders and collec-
tion inventories so that 20 years later I can report to you,
my colleagues, on the past, the progress, and the promise
of this rare and special university archives. I know, you
think I'm boasting, but that happens when I get passion-
ate about my work. So read on, or skip to the next article,
but if you do the latter, you'll miss hearing about. . .

The Past: Part 1. WT told you how the archives was es-
tablished in 1978 and held “a small collection” of admin-
istrative records, university publications, and historic pho-
tos. Two collections were worthy of particular note: the
Henry T. Heald Papers (president of IIT from 1940 to
1952) and the Joseph Finnegan Papers (professor of Fire
Protection Engineering for 40 years). What WT wasn't
able to tell you about were all the records, collections, and
materials sitting in various buildings and offices that would
come to light in the next two decades. But I'm getting

ahead of myself.

The Past: Part 2. When WT took another position in the
university around 1981, the archivist position was not re-
filled. The collection apparently languished in its Perlstein
Hall basement location until about 1989 when it was el-
evated to an upper floor of IIT’s research tower building,
this in anticipation of the university’s centennial to be cel-
ebrated in 1992. Valerie Metzler was hired as project ar-
chivist to pick up where WT had left off. Additional col-
lections were gathered at this time, and more sorting, filing,
and accessioning followed. Thanks, Valerie, for all those
detailed, handwritten accession records you created! When
Valerie’s appointment ended, the archives was again left
without staff. And, as before, the collection was relocated,
this time to the building that serves as IIT’s main library.
For the next several years, librarians, notably

Google

Anita Anderson, carried forward, accepting occasional col-
lections and servicing research requests as possible.

The Progress. In 1998, Sohair Elbaz, director of libraries,
successfully solicited the university administration to cre-
ate the position of University Archivist, now funded as a
full-time, permanent, nonteaching, exempt position. |
came to the university in November of that year and have
been aggressively pursuing archival activities since then. I
began with a physical inventory and rehousing of all ar-
chival materials found in various locations in the library.
Potential archival materials in other buildings have been
surveyed and, in some cases, transferred to the archives.
Intellectual control of the collections is advancing rapidly
with the creation of over 230 electronic finding aids (EAD
compatible). Additional schedules, inventories, indexes,
and chronologies have been created as searchable electronic
documents to supplement the usual assortment of verti-
cal files, ready reference aids, and cross-reference files.
Along the way, | am learning a wealth of information about
what might appear, at first glance, to be a not-so-exciting
engineering university. Perhaps most rewarding in all this
is the opportunity to correct that impression by helping
university administrators discover some of the historic
documents and interpret the stories that go with them.
Also particularly satisfying is the chance to publicize and
present these collections to researchers—academics and
alumni alike—who need documentation for their disser-
tation defense or trivia for their table conversation at home-
coming. The creation of gallery exhibits and an archives
Web site has also been undertaken.

The Promise. As brief background: IIT was formed in
1940 when Lewis Institute and Armour Institute of Tech-
nology, both having begun in the 1890s, merged. Both
schools were degree-granting colleges offering technical
curricula, and had historically served Chicago’s immigrant
and minority populations regardless of their ability to pay
wuition. The schools’ programs overlapped to some extent,
but Armour admitted men only and focused on engineer-
ing while Lewis pioneered adult education, accepted men

(Continued on page 40)
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INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT—Continued

By Catherine Bruck, Ilinois Institute of Technolgy.

(Continued from page 39)

and women, and also offered a liberal arts program. By
the late 1930s, both institutions had large campuses with
multiple aging buildings, and both were on unstable eco-
nomic ground. The merger in 1940 and the coming of
WWII, which spawned government-funded training op-
portunities for military personnel, may have been the for-
tuitous combination of events that saved the institutions
from financial demise and future oblivion.

Following the war, IIT’s near South Side location became
the locus of Chicago’s urban development interests. Lo-
cated in the heart of Bronzeville, Chicago’s black metropo-
lis where jazz was played in clubs, apartments, restaurants,
and on the street 24 hours a day, IIT both hindered and
helped the growth and stability of this historic neighbor-
hood. Eventually occupying 118 acres of land, the college
hired Ludwig Mies van der Rohe to design and build an

extensive campus of academic, administrative, and research

buildings. (Today, 20 of more than 50 campus buildings
boast Mies as their architect.) The college expanded its
academic agenda as well, becoming a university as it ab-
sorbed, or created, several additional professional schools:
The Institute of Design, opened privately in 1937, merged
with IIT in 1948; Chicago-Kent College of Law, begun
as two separate law schools in the nineteenth century, be-
came IIT’s law school in 1969; Stuart Graduate School of
Business was founded by IIT in 1969; the department of
architecture (which had originated as a program taught
jointly by Armour and the Art Institute of Chicago) was
elevated to separate school status within the university in
1975; Midwest College of Engineering merged with II'T
in 1987.

Archivally, all of these entities were creating their own body
of records. Historically, each of these units has a story worth
documenting and telling. Happily, IIT’s archives is here
to collect it all. So what is our collection like today? By
the numbers, the archives occupies 1,800 square feet with
a collection of over 1,600 linear feet, approximately
15 percent fully processed and catalogued. We average
about one hundred research requests a year, the usual as-
sortment of academic and administrative inquiries for fact
finding, historic images, genealogical searches, and disser-
tation research.

In addition to the Heald and Finnegan Papers that WT
discovered, the archives proudly holds the research papers
of Marvin Camras (inventor of magnetic wire recording),
the creative output of the faculty and students of the In-
stitute of Design’s early years, and the almost comprehen-
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sive records of Lewis Institute with an individual folder
on virtually all of its thousands of students. Waiting to be
processed are large collections of financial materials gen-
erated during the 1940s and 1950s—years of IIT’s tre-
mendous expansion and building program, and 20 years
worth of MMAE (Mechanical, Material & Aerospace
Engineering) departmental records. Recently acquired are
the records of the public relations office for the past 10
to15 years. Armour Institute of Technology materials ap-
pear to be disappointingly limited, but may emerge in a
large collection of early records currently stored elsewhere
on campus. The archives does not currently hold the his-
toric records of its professional schools, but assists in an-
swering inquiries regarding those programs. What WT
described as a collection of “about 1,000 photographs”
has grown to 42 linear feet processed to date. Some 60
reels of movie film and an equal number of reel-to-reel
audiotapes await conservation analysis so they can be
viewed and heard.

The collection is divided into the usual pattern for uni-
versity archives of institutional records and manuscript
collections of personal or topical papers. The archives is
proud to hold a small number of items of particular his-
torical significance and is contacted regularly for informa-
tion concerning the Institute of Design and Laszlo
Moholy-Nagy, Marvin Camras, the Snow Cruiser, and
Mies van der Rohe. Other lesser known, but significant,
topics covered in the archives’ collection include historic
Bronzeville, the Mecca building, Armour Mission and
Armour Flats, and early Chicago educators George N.
Carman and Frank W. Gunsaulus.

The archives is generally staffed from 9:00 to 4:30, Mon-
day through Friday, but appointments are best. Contact
information is as follows: Catherine Bruck, University
Archivist, Illinois Institute of Technology, Paul V. Galvin
Library, 35 W. 33rd St., Chicago, IL 60616. Phone: 312-
567-6840; fax: 312-567-5318; E-mail: bruck@iit.edu;
Web site: <http://archives.itt.edu/>.



Job Announcements

ASSOCIATE LIBRARIAN/ARCHIVIST
Alfred R. Neumann Library

The University of Houston—Clear Lake seeks an Associ-
ate Librarian/Archivist to manage the UHCL Archives,
including the historical collection of NASA’s Johnson Space
Center.

Minimum Requirements

ALA-accredited master’s degree in Library/Information
Science with concentration in archives or master’s degree
in archival studies in closely related field; four years pro-
fessional archival experience; ACA Certification. Compre-
hensive knowledge of archival principles and practices;
understanding of integrated library automation systems;
familiarity with MARC format; ability to prepare and
maintain finding aids based on current and emerging tech-
nologies such as EAD; ability to evaluate records and ob-
jects as to historical value; excellent supervisory,
organizational, and problem-solving skills; strong oral/
written communication skills in English; demonstrated
history of progressively responsible professional archival
experience.

Special Consideration

Special consideration given to applicants with master’s
degree in Library/Information Science with advanced
course work in archival theory and methodology; second
relevant master’s or other advanced degree; two years man-
agement experience in archives.

Duties and Responsibilities

Direct and manage the UHCL archives, including the
Johnson Space Center archives; develop operating plans
and procedures; provide departmental leadership with re-
lation to developing technologies; prepare budget recom-
mendations, reports, analyses on a periodic basis; identify
outside funding sources; prepare grant proposals; repre-
sent library and university as appropriate. Position reports
to the Executive Director.

Salary

Appointment range for this full-time, benefits-eligible
position is $2,961-$3,553 per month. Comprehensive
benefits package, including health, dental, LTD insurance,
and participation in 403(b) retirement plan; voluntary tax-
deferred annuity program available; no state or local in-
come tax. Position available June 1, 2001.

Google

General Information

Located in a heavily wooded, 524-acre natural environ-
ment 25 miles from downtown Houston and adjacent to
NASA’s Johnson Space Center, UHCL is an upper-level
(junior-senior-graduate) institution with more than 7,500
students and over five hundred faculty, offering bachelor’s
degrees in more than 30 majors and over 40 master’s de-
gree programs.

Applications

Applications received by May 1, 2001, will receive first
consideration. Send cover letter addressing the duties and
qualifications, a complete résumé, and names and contact
information for three current professional references to:
University of Houston—Clear Lake, Office of Human Re-
sources, Job #01-2129, 2700 Bay Area Boulevard, Hous-
ton, TX 77058. Web site: <http://www.cl.uh.edu>. UHCL
is an EEO/AA employer and strongly encourages all in-
terested and qualified persons to apply.

MicroMARC

for Integrated Format

A sophisticated USMARC based collections
management microcomputer system
Boolean searching, powerful report generator,
and much more.

NEW: Digital Images can be linked to
MicroMARC records and viewed with a
keystroke!

FRUE DUEMHO AV AUABLE
Web site:
E-mail:

(517) 355-2330 or 353-9229
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MAC Officers

President (1999-2001)
Frank Boles
Central Michigan University
Clarke Historical Library
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859
Phone: 517-774-3352
Fax: 517-774-2179
frank.j.boles@cmich.edu

Vice President (2000-2002)
Timothy D. Cary
Archivist
Chancery Office
Archdiocese of Milwaukee
3501 S. Lake Dr.
PO. Box 07912
Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
Phone: 414-769-3407
Fax: 414-769-3408
caryt@archmil.org

Treasurer (2000-2002)
Raimund E. Goerler
University Archivist
University Archives
The Ohio State University
2700 Kenny Road
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-292-2409
Fax: 614-688-4150
Goerler.1@osu.edu

Secretary (1999-2001)
Barbara L. Floyd
William S. Carlson Library
University of Toledo
2801 W. Bancroft Street
Toledo, OH 43606
Phone: 419-530-2170
Fax: 419-530-2726
Ibr0008@uoft01.utoledo.edu

Council
Todd J. Daniels-Howell (1998-2001)

Head, Special Collections and Archives

IUPUI University Library
755 W. Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5195
Phone: 317-274-0466

Fax: 317-278-2331
tjdaniel@iupui.edu

Glen A. Gildemeister (1999-2002)
Director

Regional History Center
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115

Phone: 815-753-1779
ggildeme@niu.edu

Cynthia Read-Miller (2000-2003)

Curator/Photographs & Special
Collections

Henry Ford Muscum & Greenfield
Village

20900 Oakwood Blvd.

Dearborn, MI 48121-1970

Phone: 313-982-6081

Fax: 313-982-6244

cynthiar@hfmgy.org
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Councii

Rebecca Schulte (1999-2002)
Assistant Curator

Kansas Collection

University of Kansas

Spencer Research Library
Lawrence, KS 66045

Phone: 913-864-4274

Fax: 913-864-5803
bschulte@ukans.edu

Larry ]. Wagenaar (1998-2001)
Director

Joint Archives of Holland

Hope College Campus
Holland, M1 49423

Phone: 616-395-7798

Fax: 616-395-7197
wagenaar@hope.edu

Ex Officio Council
Development Coordinator

Nancy Webster (2000-2002)
Archivist

Molex, Inc.

2009 W. Byron #2

Chicago, IL 60618

Phone: 630-527-4398

Fax: 773-525-5776

nwebster@molex.com

Editorial Board, Archival Issues

Mark A. Greene (2000-2002)

Head of Research Center Programs
Henry Ford Muscum & Greenfield Village
20900 Oakwood Blvd.

Dearborn, MI 48121-1970

Phone: 313-271-1620

Fax: 313-982-6244
MarkGr@hfmgv.org

Education Committee

Greg Kinney (1999-2001)
Bentley Historical Library
University of Michigan
1150 Beal Ave.

Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Phone: 734-764-3482
Fax: 734-936-1333
gkinney@umich.edu

MAC Newsletter Editor

Cheri Thies (2000-2002)
Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
Phone: 651-296-1082

Fax: 651-296-9961
cheri.thies@mnhs.org

Membership/Emeritus Committee

Lynn Leitte (1999-2001)
Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
Phone: 651-296-1082

Fax: 651-296-9961
lynn.leitte@mnhs.org

Public Information Officer
Brenda L. Burk (1999-2001)
Collections Management Archivist
IUPUI University Library
755 W. Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone: 317-278-2329
Fax: 317-278-2331
bburk@iupui.edu

Vendor Coordinator
Katie Dishman (1999-2001)
Corporate Archivist
General Mills
PO.Box 1113
Minneapolis, MN 55440
Phone: 763-764-2679
Fax: 763-764-4921
katie.dishman@genmills.com

Commiittee Chairs

Archives
Michael R. Bullington (2000-2002)
Kraft Foods, Inc.
6350 Kirk Street
Morton Grove, IL 60053
Phone: 847-646-0187
Fax: 847-646-7699
mbullington@kraft.com

Scholarship Committee
Kathryn Neal (1999-2001)
Givens Collection of African-American
Litcrature
Special Collections and Rare Books
University of Minnesota~Twin Cities
Campus
111 Elmer L. Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-624-3855
Fax: 612-626-9353
nealx008@tc.umn.edu

Nominating Committee
Tanya Zanish-Belcher (2000-2001)
Head, Special Collections Dept.
Iowa State University
403 Parks Library
Ames, 1A 50011-2140
Phone: 515-294-6648
Fax: 515-294-5525
tzanish@iastate.edu

President’'s Award
J. Frank Cook (1999-2001)
749 Baltzell St.
Madison, W1 53711
Phone: 608-238-6974
jfcook@facstaff.wisc.edu



MAC Officers

Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate
Scholarship
Erik C. Nordberg (1998-2001)
University Archivist
Michigan Technological University
1400 Townsend Dr.
Houghton, MI 49931
Phone: 906-487-2505
Fax: 906-487-2357
enordber@mtu.edu

Local Arrangements
Committee

Spring 2001, Chicago, IL
Doug Bicknese
University of Illinois at Chicago
University Library (Main)
Special Collections
P.O. Box 8198, M/C 234
Chicago, 1L 60680
Phone: 312-996-8942 (MWF)
Phone: 312-996-8977 (TTh)
dbick@uic.edu

Janet C. Olson

Assistant University Archives

110 Deering Library
Northwestern University Archives
1935 Sheridan Road

Evanston, IL 60208-2300

Phone: 847-491-3136

Fax: 847-467-4110
j-olson@northwestern.edu

Continued

Fall 2001, Indianapolis, IN
Brenda L. Burk
Collections Management Archivist
IUPUTI University Library
755 W. Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone: 317-278-2329
Fax: 317-278-2331
bburk@iupui.edu

Glenn McMullen

Indiana Historical Society

450 W. Ohio St.

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269
Phone: 317-234-0047

Fax: 317-233-3109
gmcmullen@indianahistory.org

Spring 2002, Minneapolis, MN
Dave Klaassen
Archivist
Social Welfare History Archives
University of Minnesota
320 Elmer L. Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-624-4377
d-klaa@tc.umn.edu

Lynn Leitte

Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
Phone: 651-296-1082

Fax: 651-296-9961

lynn leitte@mnhs.org

Program Committee
Spring 2001, Chicago, IL

Robert Horton

State Archivist

Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102-1903
Phone: 651-215-5866

Fax: 651-296-9961
robert.horton@mnbhs.org

Philip C. Bantin
Director/Univ. Archives
Indiana University

201 Bryan Hall
Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone: 912-855-5897

Fax: 812-855-8109
BANTIN@INDIANA.EDU

Fall 2001, Indianapolis, IN

Elisabeth Kaplan

Charles Babbage Institute
211 Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Avenue S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-624-9053
Fax: 612-625-8054
kapla024@tc.umn.edu

Tanya Zanish-Belcher

Special Collections Department
403 Parks Library

lowa State University

Ames, 1A 50011
Phone: 515-294-6648
Fax: 515-294-5525
tzanish@iastate.edu

MAC Newsletter Advertising Rates

MAC Newsletter is the association’s quarterly publication. It keeps
MAC's members informed about future conferences and educa-
tional opportunities. It presents regional, national, and interna-
tional archival news, and publishes employment opportunities as
well as news about repositories and archivists’ professional actividies.

Display Advertising Rates (Black Ink)

Full page (7" wide x 9" tall), $250; ¥2 page vertical (7" wide x 4%"
tall), $150; Y4 page (3%4" wide x 4% " tall), $75; '/s page (1%2" wide
x 42" tall), $50. Discount the above rates 20% for a four-issue
commitment.

Specifications

Newsletter trim size is 8Y2" wide x 11" tall. Ads supplied in any
electronic format preferred; E-mailed or on disk; camera ready black
and white acceptable. No bleed pages.

Publication

MAC Newsletzer is published quarterly with July, October, Janu-
ary, and April cover dates. Deadlines for copy are May 15 (July
issue), August 15 (October issue), November 15 (January issue),
and February 15 (April issue).

Job Announcements

As a service to members, MAC publishes announcements of pro-

fessional opportunities. Rates for one insertion of a job in one
issue of the newsletter are as follows: under 125 words, $35; 125—

199 words, $70; 200-299 words, $105; 300+ words, $140.
Institutional members may subtract $35 from these rates. Please
submit text of job announcement to the MAC Newsletter Editor,
Cheri Thies, Minnesota Historical Society, 345 Kellogg Blvd. West,
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906. (Phone: 651-296-1082; fax: 651-296-
9961; E-mail: cheri.thies®mnbhs.org) E-mail and disk copies of text
are greatly preferred.

Numbers, abbreviations, etc., each count as one word. Ads will be
edited to conform to style used and MAC reserves the right to de-
cline or edit if discriminatory statements are contained in the text
that are inconsistent with principles of intellectual freedom or the
provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its subsequent amend-
ments. Compliance with Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
regulations is assumed. Display job ads will be billed at display
rates.

Billing Policies and Procedures

If needed, advertisers will be billed at cost for layout, typesetting,
and extra camera work. No cash discounts. Payment due 30 days
from invoice date. If artwork is to be returned, supply name and
address of the person to whom it should be sent. Send advertise-
ment, job announcement billing and submission inquiries to MAC
Newsletter Editor, Cheri Thies, Minnesota Historical Society,
345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN 55102-1906. (Phone:
651-296-1082; fax: 651-296-9961; E-mail: cheri.thies@mnhs.org)
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MAC Membership Form

Name Phone
Institution Fax
Title E-mail

Business Address

City/State Zip Code
Mailing Adderess (if different from above)

 New Membership U Change of Address Q Renewal

Membership fees: $30 Individual, $60 Institutional. Membership year runs from January to December. Make checks
| payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to Raimund E. Goerler, University Archives, The |

| Ohio State University, 2700 Kenny Road, Columbus, OH 43210. |
| |
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