







































































Table 2

MIDWEST (EIGHT STATES)
Universities & colleges
Historical societies
Public libraries
Other

- Total

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

IOWA

MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

MISSOURI

OHIO

AISCONSIN

25

NUMBER OF REPOSITORIES REPORTING

1 2-9 10-49 50-99 100+
Coll. (Colisrz Coll.onfoll, o Colds
26 41 15 2 11
21 9 5 1 5
11 9 2 0 1
22 12 4 2 5
80 71 29 B 22
15 12 7 1 i
9 4 5 0 1
5 6 2 0 2
12 9 4 2 6
7 12 2 0 2
5 6 2 0 4
20 17 7 2 2
7 5 0 0 1

Altogether, 136 repositories in the
eight Midwestern states cited above
reported manuscripts to Hamer for the
NHPC guide but not to NUCMC. Twenty-
eight percent of these are universities
or colleges, twenty-seven percent are
historical societies, fifteen percent
are public libraries, and thirty percent
are other types of institutions (state
libraries, privately-endowed libraries,
museums, theological seminaries, presi-
dential libraries, etc.). A few non-
reporting institutions have quite sub-
stantial holdings, notably Indiana
University and the State Historical
Society of Iowa. Most of the others
have less than twenty collections each,
but many of the collections are impor-
tant and all should be described in
NUCMC. The number of non-reporting re-
positories ranges from six in Indiana to
thirty-three in Michigan, but when the
number of repositories known to have
manuscripts in each state is taken into
consideration, it is clear that non-
reporting repositories are not concen-
trated in any one state or states (Mich-
igan also reported more collections than
any other state). Presumably, some
institutions in all states failed to
report manuscripts to either Hamer or
NUCMC. '

Many other institutions obviously
have reported only a few of their col-
lections. Eighty repositories (thirty-
nine percent of the Midwestern reposi-
tories represented in NUCMC) reported
only one collection each. An examina-
tion of Hamer entries indicates that

most of these appear to have at least
five reportable collections, and some
have more. Among larger repositories,
the Indiana Historical Society must have
more than nineteen collections, North-
western University surely has more than
sixteen, and the I11inois State His-
torical Library (where I was once curator
of manuscripts) certainly has much more
than twenty-five collections. The Ohio
Historical Society reported only seventy-
seven collections by 1971, but presum-
ably the remaining holdings will soon be
represented in NUCMC via descriptions
prepared by the NUCMC staff from the
recently published institutional guide.
It is difficult to be sure how many
collections have not been reported by
other repositories, since information
about total holdings is unavailable.
Counts based on Hamer would take an in-
ordinate amount of time and would be
incomplete because institutions general-
1y reported (or at least were asked to
report) papers of individuals only when
they were important enough to appear in
DAB or comparable works and because none
of the accessions of the past fifteen
years--which must be quite substantial--
would be included.

-Sixty-four percent of the Midwestern
reports to NUCMC were submitted by
fifteen repositories in ten institutions.
The big ten includes: 1,116--State
Historical Society of Wisconsin; 871--
University of Michigan (5 repositories);
821--Minnesota Historical Society; 632--
Detroit Public Library (2 repositories);
362--University of Missouri; 227--




Archives of American Art (Detroit
reports only); 219--American Jewish
Archives; 209--University of Chicago;
189--Iowa State Department of History
and Archives; 167--Missouri Historical
Society. The other 192 repositories
reported a total of 2, 748 collections.

Although much remains to be done, the
Midwest appears to be doing better than
most other regions. The 7,561 collec-
tions reported by repositories in the
eight Midwestern states comprise twenty-
six percent of the 29,356 collections
reported to NUCMC by all institutions
during 1959-71. If 1,400 repositories
in the United States had manuscripts in
1959 (as someone estimated at that time)
then over four hundred repositories
outside the Midwest have not yet sub-
mitted any reports to NUCMC.

The big questions now are (1) why
haven't more collections been reported,
and (2) what can we do to make sure that
the unreported collections are described
in NUCMC as soon as possible? Staff
shortages must be a major factor. We
can hope, at least, that the proposed
National Historic Records Commission
will be able to provide some assistance.
The bill submitted to the Senate last
March states that the commission would
authorize grants-in-aid to both private
and public institutions for projects to
preserve documentary resources provided
that the projects are in accordance
with statewide documentary preservation
plans approved by the commission. The
bill also states that preservation in-
cludes arrangement and description.

If the commission becomes a reality, it
seems to me that high priority should be
given to projects designed to facili-
tate reports to NUCMC. But first we
should have more information about why
repositories have failed to report
collections.

The questionnaire included with this
newsletter is an attempt to obtain such
information. If I receive enough re-
plies, I will comment on them at the
session on finding aids at the MAC
meeting in March. Feel free to supple-
ment the questionnaire with a letter or
to substitute a letter for the question-
naire if you feel that the specific
questions do not enable you to express
your opinions adequately. But I would
greatly appreciate as many responses as
possible. QUESTIONNAIRE ON P. 27

NEWS NOTES

NATIONAL UNION CATALOG OF MANUSCRIPT
COLLECTIONS

The 1971 National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections (Index 1970-71)
was published in April 1973. The volume
for 1972 (Index 1970-72) is now in press
and should appear in the spring of 1974.
It describes and indexes 1,900 collec-
tions in 744 pages.

NEW ADDRESS FOR ACT NEWSLETTER. 1In pre-
vious issues we have recommended that
our readers subscribe to the ACT News-
letter, a publication dealing with con-
troversial, timely, and innovative ideas
within the profession. Recently we
received word of a new address for the
Newsletter:
ilip Mooney, Editor

The Balch Institute

1627 Fidelity Building

123 South Broad Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19109

LATE ACCESSION NOTE. In the wake of the
recent Ali-Frazier fight, we have been
informed that the Chicago Historical
Society has acquired a cancelled check
in the amount of one million dollars
payable to Gene Tunney for his winning
share of the proceeds of the second
Dempsey-Tunney fight in Chicago on
September 22, 1927.

QUOTE FOR ARCHIVISTS TO PONDER. "Men of
Titerary tastes are always apt to over-
look the working classes, and to confine
the records they make of their times, in
a great degree, to the habits and for-
tunes of their associates, or to those
of people of superior rank to themselves,
of whose sayings and doings their vanity,
as well as their curiosity, leads them
most carefully to inform themselves. The
dumb masses have often been so lost in

this shadow of egotisms, that, in later

days, it has been impossible to discern
the very real influence their character
has had on the fortune and fate of
nations." Frederick Law Olmsted A
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States in
the Years 1853-54, New York and London
(1904 Edition) page 240 Volume I.
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON NUCMC

~ Repository Date

Answered by Title

1. Approximately how many collections in your repository have not been
reported to NUCMC? (Your answer will be regarded as a guesstimate
unless you state otherwise. Include only collections reportable
under NUCMC rules, i.e., 50 items or more, etc.)

1-10 11-49 50-99 100 or more

2. Do your unreported collections consist largely of recent accessions?
Collections acquired before 1959 when NUCMC began processing reports?
Relatively unimportant collections? Other? Please comment.

3. If you have many unreported collections, why haven't they been reported?
Lack of staff? Staff is too busy with field work, reference, or other
functions to have enough time for description? You prefer to concentrate
on a separate institutional guide? You do not regard NUCMC as important?
Other? Please comment, using an additional sheet if necessary.

4. In your opinion, what can be done to make sure that unreported collections
are described in NUCMC as soon as possible? Use an additionalsheet if necessary.

Please detach this page and send your reply.to Robert L. Brubaker, Chief
Librarian, Chicago Historical Society, North Avenue and Clark Street,
Chicago, I11inois 60614. Your name or institution will not be cited in
any published report in connection with the -information or opinions you
express here without previously obtaining your written consent. Sign
here if you are willing to give your consent now:
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SPECIAL INTERESTS SEMINARS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

organizational structures of government
agencies. What about topics for dis-
cussion in other sectors? Bring them
on!

The size of seminar and discussion
groups depends upon how many would be
interested in attending. Small groups,
with five to twelve participants encour-
age in-depth, intensive discussion by
all. Seminar sessions could be one
time occasions or a series, each lasting
one-half to two days, and be held when-
ever and wherever the participants de-
cide. One interesting suggestion was
that seminar members consider writing
papers on their discussions and that
the papers be published by MAC.

We need to know your response to the
following questions: Do you wish to
participate in a seminar and would you
like to help organize one? What sub-
ject or subjects would you Tike to dis-
cuss? What other ideas do you have on
this program? Would you like to work
on the Special Interests Seminars Com-
mittee and help get the program rolling?

COMING ATTRACTIONS

The April issue is shaping up as the best
published in our short history. In addi-
tion to our regular features and a report
on the Spring meeting, the newsletter
will inelude a comprehensive presentation
of both the tax deduction/archives dona-
tion question and the problem of copy-
right and literary property rights; a
summary of a recently written study of
the archival working environment; an
article on job sharing at Montgomery
County (Md.) Community College; a review
of the new archives procedure manual pub-
lished by Cormell University (reviewed by
Patrick Nolan, Wright State University);
a review of J. H. Hodsom's book The
Administration of Archives (Chuck Elston,
University of Illinots-Urbana, will also
review other reviews of this controver-
stal volume); a review of Washington
University's new archival procedure man-
ual and the complete text of the SAA
College and University Archives Commit-
tee's Bibliography of literature in that
field.” If you have not yet joined MAC,
better do so quickly. Write: Mary Ann
Bamberger, Secretary-Treasurer, Universi-
ty of Illinots-Chicago Cirele, P. 0. Box
8198, Chicago, Illinois 60680. Dues $2.

FROM

STAMP

ROBERT L. BRUBAKER

CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CLARK STREET at NORTH AVENUE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60614

PHOTOCOPY OR REMOVE PAGES 27-28. FOLD OVER AND STAPLE.




29

SPECIAL INTERESTS SEMINARS PROGRAM

Y
Andrea Hinding and Jack Jallings
co-chairpersons of the New Projects Committee

The MAC New Projects Committee pre-
sented its first report to the Council
meeting of November 9, 1973.

Up to now, most of the thought and
work done in MAC has necessarily revolv-
ed around such matters as the original
steering committee ascertaining in early
1972 if there was a desire to have a
regional archival organization; discus-
sion of purposes; annual meetings; cre-
ation of a constitution and by-Taws;
election of officers and council members;
committees; questionaires attempting to
find out something about ourselves.
Quite a bit of very good work was accomp-
lished in less than two years. Lately,
feelings have been expressed that we are
10w ready to move on to a next stage, in
which MAC should initiate additional
programs and activities to further the
varied needs and interests of its mem-
bers.

Who are the members of MAC? We are:
church, business, governmental, college
and university archivists; museum, his-
torical society and manuscript curators;
public, college, university and medical
Tibrarians; record managers; historians;
researchers; and combinations thereof.

With a membership of almost two hun-
dred diverse individuals, it is diffi-
cult to find more than a few broad com-
mon denominators of professional inter-
est that would hold us together for any
extended period of time. We feel that
unless there are new MAC programs con-
cerned with the many different needs and
interests of the individual members and
small groups, MAC could easily fall by
the wayside or slip into ineffectuality.

We proposed to the Council a Special
Interests Seminars Program, designed to
meet needs and stimulate interest of
members through the establishing of a
committee having as its function the
creation of special interests ses-
sions-seminars-discussion groups, at
locations and times convenient to the

participants. Council approved our pro-
posal for a Special Interests Seminars
Committee. It was felt that the members
of the committee should represent as
much of a cross section of the member-
ship as possible.

A key responsibility of this commit-
tee will be to try and determine which
members are interested in the small
group seminars and discussions and on
what subjects. One way of finding out
is by talking to members and getting
their opinions and ideas. Another way
is to go over the membership roster for
leads that indicate combinations of in-
dividuals with possible similarity of
subject interests, though the membership
information is on the scanty side. An-
other excellent way is through the pages
of this newsletter by means of this ar-
ticle and by persuading Steve Masar to
formulate the comprehensive membership
questionaire included in this issue.

Another major responsibility of the
Special Interests Seminars Committee is
to coordinate and encourage efforts to
form seminars and discussion groups by
helping to locate members interested in
a proposed subject, to provide, if
asked, qualified group leaders and re-
source people, and to help generally in
whatever way it can.

Seminar topics for discussion can be
anything that would interest several
members. A few that have been suggested
in the public archives sector: physical
preservation of various archival mater-
ials; information and discussion on
court records; on land records; on wel-
fare records; on assessment and tax roll
records; the current status of restrict-
ions on public records; are public re-
cords owned by the public; automated
subject retreival; machine readable
records; how can card catalogues (or
whatever) reflect constantly changing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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CORRECTIONS

Omissjon from "The Times They Are A-
Changing." Add to top of right column
p. 12, October issue.

ment in the South and radical political
and social action groups since then.
This recent emphasis has necessitated a
change in collecting procedures. Because
many groups are ephemeral and because
much of their activity is not covered in
daily papers collectors have had to read
underground newspapers, attend rallies,
and make personal contacts within the
movements both to understand the particu-
lar group and to establish rapport with
its members. Only with that preliminary
work accomplished can most such groups
be persuaded to cooperate with an archiv-
al institution. - 3

Even more recent than the civil rights

move-

CORRECTIONS

Omission from "Report of Nominating Com-
mittee." Substitute for the portion of
the fourth paragraph in the left column
of page 24 of the October issue.

The election itself proved to be ex-
tremely close. At one level it is our
feeling that this is good, as it must
indicate that the membership had confi-
dence in all of the nominees. However,
at another level the closeness of the
election gives cause for concern. For
one thing several of the ballots (seven
in the Council race, and two in the nom-
inations committee) were marked for less
than the number of eligible candidates.
This kind of voting (sometimes called
bullet balloting) has the effect of in-
creasing the chances of those given the
bullet vote, as no vote is given the
other candidates. (As an example in a
slate of six candidates for Council with
three eligible for election, if only one
person receives

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Editor: J. Frank Cook
Associate Editor: Patrick Quinn
Editorial Assistants: Mary Moss
Sarah Goldstein
Nancy Kunde
prie Stacey Nepiarsky

Fditor's note: We'd like to extend our

thanks to the Library of Congress In-
formation Bulletin for providing us with
many of the timely news notes in this
issue.

INTRODUCTION TO MAC MEMBERSHIP
QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire,which begins on
page 31, serves two purposes. The first
is to provide information for the MAC
Membership Directory. The second, more
important and wider ranging, is to col-
lect information about the professional
activities and interests of our members
and to amass data on the membership's
activities in MAC and parallel organiza-
tions. As a result, Mac will be able to
provide its members with both better
services and more informative meetings.

The first result of the question-
naire will be that our program commit-
tees will be far more responsive to the
wishes of the members. For the first
time, programming can be directed to
special interest groups, since their in-
terests will finally be identified. And
perhaps something can be done about that
sinking feeling of discovering that the
only two sessions you really wanted to
attend are scheduled simultaneously.

Further results will be Tlimited only
by the use the Conference makes of the
information. Cross-correlating various
jtems will shed 1ight on such questions
as: What is the effect of education on
salaries? Is there a bias keeping women
out of supervisory jobs? What does an
archivist do with his time? In the end,
such a compilation of data can only
serve to increase our professional com-
petence.

The greater the response to this
questionnaire, the more useful it will
be. This form has been designed to take
minimal time to fill out--ten minutes
should be about average. There is much
box-checking and very little blank-fill-
ing. It is designed to be folded, sta-
pled and mailed. So take the ten min-
utes, right now, and send it off.

Thank you.

-- Prepared by Stephen Masar of the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
in conjunction with the New Projects
Committee's report on the Special In-
terests Seminars Program.




MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE 31

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE

NAME DATE
ADDRESS INSTITUTION
BUSINESS PHONE ( ) -
ZIP Check here if you are an
institutional or subscribing
POSITION member .
SEX: F M TYPE OF INSTITUTION: Check as many of the

EDUCATION: (check appropriate items)
BA,BS MA ,MS MLS PhD

Archival institute(s) Archives
course(8)

Library course (8)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: (Fill in number
of years)
in the archival profession

at present position

SALARY PER ANNUM: (Fill in to
nearest $1,000)
$ ,000.

Is yours a "tenured" position (civil
sexrvice, faculty, etc.)?
YES NO

Would you describe yourself as (check one)
a non-supervisory worker?
a second-level administrator or

supervisor?
a high-level administrator?

Would you describe yourself as primarily

working... (check one)

with archives (public records)

with manuscripts

as a librarian

as a records manager

as a researcher

as a teacher

other

following as are applicable to your
institution.

Governmental agency

federal

state
municipal, county, local
commission, committee, etc.

Historical society
state
regional, county, local, etc.

Religious organization
____primarily (order, diocese, etc.)
____secondarily (relig. college, etc.)
College/university archives
_____College/university library
Business organization
_____ Public library
Association, professional society,
An archive (public records only?tc.
____ A manuscript (only) depository
____An archives/manuscripts depository
___A library
____A special library

A college or university

A primary or secondary school
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MAC MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE---PAGE 2

NAME

DUTIES PERFORMED: Fill in the approximate percentage of time devoted to performing
and to supervising the following activities. As a convenience,
percentages need only be approximate and need not add to 100%.
If you do samething only occasionally or marginally, '"X" the
appropriate line.

ARCHIVAL: PERFORM SUPERVISE

Records appraisal (not for tax purposes)........ % hoes %
Collecting records, personal papers, mSS...c....
Repdlr and rehabilitatioN.cessecosiocssocnsasscoses
Accessioning MRt Joh BRIl ot A nlatile v on e s sie
Arrangement, processing, description...ccceeeess
Reference serviesyss S AnsusalG Lilitccsssenes
Dealing with cartographic collectionS..c.ceeeeee ceccee
Dealing with still picture collectionS....ceeee.
Dealing with motion pictures or video ta&pe......
Dealingiwithysound recordingsu i aiiint % eeccsnesns
Historical editingylpublicationiniiGitm e oo ofiid
ExXRIDLES ey a oo R iRl SBREG Elalle s 5 403 soss
Oral historyhienl B Knolitaltinnti8an) o oeesanes
Historicalozesearth: \ nidshis Anssl 38l iR cenvovn s
Teaching archives administration, €tC..ceeccecoecce
Machine readablesrecords.lsssisssinisssscoccssss
County, localsTesordBsib iaeni e s5uGdserorcens
Photoduplication, mierofilming.:sssinassccssosss

L

s 00000

es o0

NON-ARCHIVAL:

LibTary. i shsiiest iRl s 9aniivs SE AR e oe oo o0 s Tavieltar %
Records mandgementas.s5i ivasssesnonacescssnnnes cseses
TeachdNG yoice s vvvionls s oinlsin s visie S MR s kg s s enisn s eoes cevans
Stadentiyihivsesaess s s s PERNADBEY « ST v.08 s 50000 ssssme
RESEATCN 4 o5 sia s s ssisnisassesiossssnsssssesnssses cesses
Other (specify) . wieiainlato
MAC AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS:
How far from Chicago is your place of work? Are you a member of the Society of
American Archivists? ___ YES __ NO
miles direction (compass point)
; Are you a member of any other regional
When you attend MAC meetings, do you get archives association? If so,
time off? ___ financial support? specify:
Check MAC meetings you have attended: Please list other professional organ-
izations to which you belong.
___spring '72 __ fell '72
___spring '73 __ fall '73
___spring '74 fall '74

~__spring '75 __ fall '75




MAC MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE---PAGE 3

AGENDA PLANNING:

NAME

33

In order to assist in planning for future agendas, please indicate

which of the following would be of interest to you for workshop,
lecture, or seminar sessions either at MAC meetings or at special

workshops.

1--WOULD DEFINITELY attend

Please use the following code:

2--WOULD attend unless there were a conflict with a #l topic

3=-=-MIGHT attend
blank--WOULD NOT attend

___appraisal and disposition

___collecting policies

___repair and rehabilitation

___accessioning

__processing and description

___reference service
photoduplication, microfilming

historical editing, documentary publishing

exhibit design

oral history

records management

subject retrieval

machine readable records

genealogy

field work

library (non-archival) topics

non-text records in general
cartographic materials
still pictures and graphics
motion pictures and video tape
recorded sound
county, local records
architecture, design of archives
___materials and supplies
____paper preservation
___legal ramifications of duplication
___other legal rights/obligations
___management of student and para-
professional personnel
___tours of local depositories
___exhibits (at meeting)
___meetings w/ sales or technical
representatives
___special interest sessions with
people whose institutions or
whose activities are similar
to yours
___other (specify)
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PUBLLCATIONS PROGRAM CONT. FROM p. 35

. Tans MAC might have. Besides determin-

ing which projects would be most feas-
ible and useful to the membership, ques-
tions relating to publication costs and
funding must be answered. At this time
our treasury definitely could not support
a very extensive program. Grant suyport
and co-operative institutional funding
for specific projects are possibilities
and must be examined further. Finally,
and the most important aspect of a publi-
cation program to consider, is the ques-
tion of who is going to do the work. To
take Lord Byron out of context, "'Tis
pleasant, sure, to see one's name in
print." But there is much more to it
than that. There have to be individuals
in MAC who are willing to work hard and
who are interested enough in the program
to get involved in all aspects of it.
Without this prerequisite - individuals
who are willing to give their time and
sustained effort - no MAC publication
will ever get off the ground.

A publications program is possible.
One which is responsive to the needs of
the membership depends upon input from

everyone. Please fill out and return the
questionnaire relating to publications
which you will find on the next page of
this issue. Also, consider some of the
questions raised, think of more, and

come to the Spring meeting ready to dis-
cuss a publications program for MAC!

---Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler, University of
IT1inois at Chicago Circle.

* * * * *

The questionnaire on page 36 relates
to a possible publications program for
MAC. Such a program has the complete
endorsement of the Newsletter editor,
and in no way would signify the end of
the Newsletter. However, since the
Newsletter is at this time our only
pubTication, things are put into it that
might better fit into another sort of
publication. For example, minutes of
meetings and reports on conference ses-
sions might more logically fit into a
proceedings format. These and other
questions must be answered by the mem-
bership. What do you want and what are
you willing to do? We need your input!

FROM

STAMP

STEVE MASAR

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

816 STATE STREET

MADISON, WI 53706

PHOTOCOPY OR REMOVE PAGES 31-34.

FOLD OVER AND STAPLE.




PUBLICATIONS PROGRAM FOR MAC?

The last few years have seen the
emergence of several state and regional
archival organizations. These groups
have much in common and reflect the in-
creased growth and interest in the archi-
val profession. The regional groups have
sprung up at least in part because some
people feel that the national profession-
al organization, The Society of American
Archivists, is not fulfilling its proper
role. The regional groups have succeeded
in providing an atmosphere in which
people at all levels of expertise and ad-
vancement in the profession can come
together to discuss topics of common in-
terest. A major role of the regional
groups has been to provide a forum for
discussion and the exchange of informa-
tion.

An area in which the SAA has lagged
behind is in establishing a broad publi-
cations program. Granted, we have the
American Archivist. But there is a real
need which extends beyond this, as may be
seen by the fact that other related pro-
fessional organizations have published in
areas where the SAA should be the fore-
runner and setting standards. For ex-
ample, the technical leaflet series of
the American Association for State and
Local History often covers topics which
relate specifically to the archival pro-
fession. The manuscript guide which Ken
Duckett is currently working on is also
sponsored by the AASLH, not the SAA.

The need for the exchange of infor-
nation is evidenced by the growth of
state and regional archival organizations
and where this need is not being met by
the SAA, it is beginning to be met by the
regionals. A1l of the regional groups
have expressed an interest in a publica-
ticns program, and most have responded
initially to the need by the publication
of a newsletter. The Midwest Archives
Conference is no exception. Some other
groups have gone further. The Society of
Georgia Archivists publishes a scholarly
journal, The Georgia Archive, and the
Michigan Archival Association has publi-
shed a directory of archives and histori-
cal societies in the state, as well as a
Tisting of collections relating to Mich-
igan's role in the Civil War. Now is the
time for MAC to involve itself in a
E.oader publications program. There is

35
no reason for us to wait and follow the
leadership - or lack of it - of SAA. The
need for professional, thorough, and
timely publications certainly exists.
MAC's membership is more closely-knit
than that of SAA; we should be able to
work together on such projects, and we
have the necessary resource of talented
and qualified people.

There are several possible publica-
tion projects which MAC, as the Midwest's
regional archival organization, could
uniquely and most logically undertake as
a service to both archivists and re-
searchers. One of these possibilities is
a directory of archival institutions,
historical societies, libraries and other
repositories in the Midwest. This would
update the Hamer guide and be useful in
identifying resources within this geo-
graphic area. A topical approach could
also be taken with a directory listing
repositories of a certain kind: i.e.,
urban, church, or business archives in
the Midwest. Such a topical approach
would be a smaller project than an all-
inclusive directory, and the archives
involved could work together under the
auspices of MAC in a co-operative effort
to produce such a publication. Another
possibility is the publication of a
scholarly journal devoted to the con-
cerns of the archival profession, as
well as topics of regional history. This
is a somewhat more strenuous undertaking
than a directory or occasional publica-
tion, but given the interest and will-
ingness to work on the part of the MAC
membership, could be accomplished. Bib-
liographies and compilations of the
locations of primary source materials on
given topics could be sponsored by MAC,
as well as manuals and leaflets. The
possibilities are almost endless.

Before any major project of this
sort is undertaken, some preliminary
studies must be made. It would be help-
ful to get input from the major profes-
sional organizations, such as the SAA,
the AASLH, and the ALA, to determine
their future publication plans. It
would be useless for us to duplicate
efforts being made by other organiza-
tions. However, since there are so many
topics of interest to archivists which
are currently not being adequately
treated, it is doubtful that such inves-
tigations would thwart many ambitions cor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34.
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