


































BOOK REVIEW 18 
The Booker T. Washinton Pa ers Vol. I, The Autobio ra hical Writin s; Vol. II, 1860-89, 
edited y Louis R. Harlan. Urbana, Chicago, and London, University of Illinois Press, 1972. 
xl, 269 p., illus; xl, 557 p., illus. $15 each volume.) 

In 1965 the National Historical Publications Commission polled American historians 
concerning whose papers should be published as "part of the national historical heritage." 
Not surprisingly, Booker Taliaferro Washington was the only highly ranked nonpolitical 
figure and black man, twelfth in a list of more than a hundred. The results of that poll 
are being translated into several editorial projects, one of which, The Booker T. Washington 
Papers, is sponsored by the University of Maryland and supported by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the National Historical Publications Commission. Many of the four­
teen members of the Board of Editorial Advisers are luminaries of the historical profession, 
but Louis R. Harlan, who has just published an excellent biography of Washington, handles 
the major editorial responsibilities for the project. 

During the preparation of these volumes for press, the editor has relied on the ex­
tensive collection of the Booker T. Washington Papers containing about one million items 
and housed in the Library of Congress. In addition he has consulted numerous other col­
lections in an exhaustive effort to present a complete record of Washington's career. The 
first volume includes Up from Slavery and Washington's lesser known autobiography, The Story 
of My Life and Work, both in their entirety. In addition there are a few autobiographical 
excerpts from periodicals as well as selections from later reminiscences such as The Story 
of the Negro and Mh Larger Education. Harlan has wisely included this biographical material 
at the outset oft e series, enabling scholars to use it as a reference work that can be 
read in tandem with later volumes which should reveal Washington's private side. Perhaps 
because much of this volume is already well known and has previously been published, Harlan 
has done little editing although he does provide a concisely written introduction. 

The second volume covers the first 33 years of Washington's life from his birth in 1856 
to the death of his second wife, Olivia A. Davidson, in May, 1889. It contains over 400 
speeches, articles, documents, and letters to and from Washington covering his years at 
Hampton Institute as student and teacher, and his observations in the Southern Worker on 
the Indian school there. Harlan traces Washington's work in founding Tuskegee Normal and 
Industrial Institute, modeled on the Hampton idea and his close association with, and 
admiration for, Samuel Chapman Armstrong, Hampton's principal. The editor faithfully 
documents Washington's fund-raising tours in the Northeast, his struggle to prevent the 
establishment of another school for blacks at Montgomery where he feared it would create 
competition with Tuskegee, and his public speeches, North and South. Of particular impor­
tance is an 1884 speech before the National Educational Association in Madison, Wisconsin. 
In that address, delivered eleven years before his famous Atlanta Compromise, Washington 
set the tone of racial accommodation that became his trademark. 

In the second volume Harlan overcompensates for any lack of editorial comments found 
in the first. His choice of the first few items in the volume reflects the paucity of 
primary source material on Washington's early life, but at times the documents also seem 
to serve as a pretext for lengthy editorial comment and detailed footnotes tangential to 
Washington's life. Harlan's decision to follow recent editorial practice by placing foot­
notes at the end of each selection, rather than at the bottom of each page, makes reading 
a bit cumbersome. 

A friendly critic of Up from Slavery suggested that Washington focused too much on 
Tuskegee and not enough on himself. Much the same can be said of Volume II, although it may 
have been unavoidable. The chiliastic fervor with which Washington espoused the cause of 
industrial education at Tuskegee made the two inseparable in the minds of his contemporaries, 
and that image remains unchanged after reading these volumes. In fact we learn very little 
new about Washington, the evolution of his philosophy or the expected dichotomy between his 
public statements and his private correspondence. This may emerge in subsequent volumes, 
yet for all the diligent work of the editor we have little that is surprising or very 
interesting so far. Much of Washington's early writing was routine, and should not be 
included even in an attempt to document as much of his early life as possible. Instead of 
limiting subsequent volumes when Washington was more famous and his papers more important, 
to perhaps as little as five percent of the available material, Harlan could have judicially 
limited the selections here so that he would have room for more important documents later. 
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This is to gainsay neither the accuracy of editing nor the prodigious amount of work 
involved. 
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One is inclined to wonder along with Leonard W. Levy who made the comment about The 
Papers of James Madison, if all this is really necessary. At a time of interest in b'Tack 
history, why not edit the papers of the more militant black leaders, such as Frederick 
Douglass or W. E. B. Du Bois? Or to answer the objections of those who oppose grandious 
editorial projects that reflect an elitist view of history, could not the meticulous efforts 
of Harlan and his associates be turned to documenting history from the bottom up? Those 
who worked on the project tacitly sympathize with this plea. The dedication of this series 
reads "to the anonymous black participants in American history whose experiences need fuller 
documentation ..... " Nicholas C. Burckel 

(Editor's note: Nick has agreed to serve as book review editor for the newsletter. If you 
would be interested in writing a review, know of a book that should be reviewed, or have any 
comments or criticisms, please write him at: University Archives, University of Wisconsin­
Parkside, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140.) 

FRIDAY 
(May 4) 

SATURDAY 
(May 5) 

MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE SPRING MEETING PROGRAM 

10-Noon Registration 
12-1 :30 Lunch (open) 

l :30-3 General Session: "The Presidential Library System" 
Richard A. Jacobs, Deputy Asst. Archivist for Presidential Libraries 

3:15-5 Concurrent Sessions & Workshops (to be repeated Sat. 9-10:30) 

5-7:30 
7:30 

1. "The Archivist As Records Manager 11 

Maynard Brichford, University of Illinois 
Bruce C. Harding, Chicago Federal Records Center 

2. "Early Types Of Photographs and Preservation Techniques" 
Al Von Behren, Illinois State Historical Society 
Pegqy A. Kusnerz, University of Michiaan 
Henry Wilhelm, East Street Gallery 

3. Specialists' Session 

a. 11 Preservation 11 

Paul Banks, Newberry Library 
Margaret Schriven, Chicago Historical Society 

b. "Legal Aspects of Acquisition 11 

Thomas Wilsted, Illinois State Historical Society 
Daniel Holt, Illinois State Historical Society 

c. 11 Internal Controls and Finding Aids 11 

Warner W. Pflug, Wayne State University 
Andrea Hinding, University of Minnesota 

Dinner (open) 
Mixer 

9-10:30 
10:45-11 :45 
11: 45-1 

Concurrent Sessions and Workshops (repeat of Friday) 
General Business Meeting 
Lunch (open) 

1-3 Tour of The Regenstein Library, University of Chicago 
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Founded J 856 OL£RK STRF.E"I' BRIDGE, 18."SO Telephone Michigan 2-4600 

CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY· .?(orth .!J.i•emte and Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611/ 
Andrf"w :.\IcXally HI , President· Theodore Tieken, 1st Vice-Pre!ident • James R. Getz, 2nd Vice·Preisident • Gard ner H. Stern, Treasurer• Clement M. Silvestro, Secretary 

Clement M . Silvestro, Dirtctor 

Dear Colleague: 

As many of you know, the Organization of American Historians will hold its 66th 
annual meeting at Chicago's Palmer House, April 11-14, 1973, Wednesday-Saturday. Acting 
on behalf of the Society of American Archivists, SAA council member Herbert Finch is 
convening a meeting of representatives from the different regional archival organizations 
in Chicago during the OAH convention. A definite hour and room site for this meeting 
have not yet been determined, but it will take place on Thursday morning, April 12th, on 
the campus of the University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, which is just a few blocks 
from downtown Chicago and readily accessible by auto or public transportation. 

Herb Finch is currently working with the regional groups on an agenda for our meeting 
and should have it ready by the first of April. This open forum not only affords the 
regional groups a fine opportunity to discuss our relations with the Society of American 
Archivists, it also offers us a chance to meet and get to know each other better prior to 
the next annual meeting of the SAA in St. Louis this Fall. 

Although I will be the designated representative of MAC at the April 12th meeting, 
this session wi 11 be open to a·11 interested parties. The Counci 1 of the Midwest Archives 
Conference hopes all of you who will be attending the OAH convention or who can be in 
Chicago on April 12th will participate in this important meeting. We also invite you to 
be with us at a get-together of concerned regional archival people either on Wednesday, 
April 11th or possibly at a breakfast on Thursday, the 12th, when we can prepare ourselves 
for the SAA-sponsored session. We have not yet been able to set the time and place for 
this preliminary meeting, but data on it and on the specific time and place of the SAA 
Thursday session will be posted at OAH convention headquarters. This information may also 
be obtained from either myself or Mary Ann Bamberger of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago Circle as soon as it becomes available. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to urge all recipients of this newsletter 
to join with us at the Midwest Archives Conference's Spring Meeting set for May 4 and 5 in 
Chicago. MAC can only be successful and dynamic if its members involve themselves in its 
activities. I also am aware that many Newsletter recipients have not yet joined MAC. 
Please do. You will find membership in MAC a worthwhile exp,erience. 

i 
Looking forward to seeing you in Chicago, 

resident. MAC 
RO. IRD OF TUU8TEE8 . flo\\rn Hlair; 1-:inmett Declmon; :-itrwn rt K. Dixon; .James R. C:etz; Philip W. Il111nmor; Will ard L. Kin~; An,lre , ~le"-'ully I fl; lllrs. C. Phillip llliller; 
Hryo.n S. Heid , ,Jr.; Xathan .-\. Sc·utt 1 .Jr.; (; Jlhert JI. ~rrib nC'r , Jr.; Harold Hyron Hmith, .Jr.; Hl'rmon J)unlup Smith; (;o.rtlnt>r H ~tPrn; Tl !Odore Tieken; ~!rs. Philip K. \\·riidey 
IIONOR .41/Y TRUSTf;J;s . llichar<l J . Dale)·, llluyor, C'ity of ( ' hicai,o; llaniel .J. :-ihannon, l'res,,lent, C'hic-ngo Park llistnrt 



PURPOSE 

The Midwest Archives Conference 
seeks to promote cooperation and ex­
change of information among individuals 
and institutions interested in the 
preservation and use of archival and 
manuscript materials in the Midwest; 
to disseminate information on research 
materials and archival methodology; to 
provide a forum for the discussion of 
matters of common concern; and to 
assist the Society of American 
Archivists and similar educational and 
cultural organizations in all areas of 
mutual interest. 

-
MEMBERSHIP 

The Midwest Archives Conference 
invites any interested person or '. 
organization in the Midwest or adjacent 
areas to join. MAC welcomes membership 
applications . from all individuals at ' 
all professional levels. The 
Conference is governed by a president, 
vice president, secretary-treasurer, 
and six council members; but the 
active, democratic participation of its 
members is a fundBlllental principle of 
the Conference. 

1PUBLICATION 

The Midwest Archives Conference 
publishes a quarterly newsletter (Jan., 
April, July, Oct.) that is distributed 
to all members and to any persons 
requesting a copy. The newsletter 
contains information on meetings and 
symposia; archival publications and 
bibliographies; job openings and 
applicants; professional or technical 
articles; accessions; and news about 
members. Primarily, however, the MAC 
Newsletter serves as a clearing house 
of information for the membership. In 
its pages the problems, issues, and 
controversies which face the archival 
profession · today are discussed from 
many different points of view. 

MEETINGS . -

The Midwest Archives Conference 
bolds two-day meetings in the Spring 
and Fall of each year. Cities are 
selected to host meetings because of 
their central location and accessibili­
ty. The program of each meeting 
features an opening address and dis­
cussion on a topic of general interest; 
workshops on various aspects of 
archival principles, techniques and 
problems ·; and, at times, . a tour o!' an 
archival institution or historical 
society. At each meeting MAC schedules 
informal p;et-togethers to foster 
communication and camaraderie among 
archivists within the Midwest. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

NAME. ________________ POSITION. _____________ _ 
ADDRESS ______________ _ INSTITUTION ___________ _ 

_________________ BUSINESS TELEPHONE.~( -.t...--------

ZIP CODE ( office use only) __________ _ 

The annual membership fee (due May 1st of each year) is $2.00. Please detach and 
mail the application form with a check made payable to the Midwest Archives Conference 
to the Secretary-treasurer: 

Mary Ann Bamberger 
University of Illinois Library at Chicago Circle 
Box 8198 
Chicago, Illinois 60680 
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