






CURRENT ISSUES— Continued
Laurie Gemmill, Assistant Editor.

PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS

Burned Records: Conducting a Condition Assessment at the
National Personnel Records Center

By Marta O'Neill, National Personnel Records Center

The 1973 fire at the National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC), which took four days to extinguish, sadly re
sulted in the loss of approximately 18 million military
personnel files ofArmy and Air Force veterans who served

during World War I, World War II, and the Korean War.

Through the recovery efforts of dedicated employees work

ing in St. Louis' hot and humid summer months, more

than 120,000 cubic feet (cf.) of records were saved. This
disaster recovery reclaimed some, if not much, of the ser
vice data for nearly 6.5 million servicemen. At the time of
the fire, recovery focused not only on burned materials

but also on adjacent records damaged by the millions of

gallons of water used to abate the fire. Rehabilitation of
the damaged NPRC facility included construction of a
large temperature-controlled room to store the burned and

water-damaged materials, aptly dubbed the "B-Files." Stor

age limitations in the Records Center in the years imme

diately following the fire resulted in interspersed filing of
other undamaged records in this area. Today, NPRC in
ventories show that the B-Files contain a total of
146,572 cf. of material, including the 120,000 cf. recov
ered from the 1973 fire.

In an effort to resume the business of aiding military vet
erans to obtain much-needed benefits—and in the ab
sence of any organized preservation program—the B-Files
simply remained in cold storage from that summer in

1973. With the advent of the Preservation Program in
2000, the B-Files became a target of immediate preserva
tion action. However, such action could not be initiated

without accurate information regarding the extent and

condition of the fire-damaged files.

As a result, a collection survey was initiated and directed

specifically at capturing information about the burning,
distortion, and mold damage found on these records.

Discussions with the New England Document Conserva
tion Center (NEDCC) and the Image Permanence
Institute (IPI), two organizations well-versed in survey
ing collections, resulted in a determination that a one

percent sample size of fire-damaged records would be suf
ficient to collect the needed data and still provide a 95

percent confidence level that the overall results would be

accurate to within one percent. Theoretically, the un
affected files could be omitted from the survey. These

records, unfortunately, were interspersed throughout the

storage area and were accessioned into the B-Files using
the same alpha-numeric system as the fire-damaged files.

Consequently, all 146,000 cubic feet of material had to
be considered for the survey. However, by using a com

puter database for data capture, the unaffected files could

be sorted out at a later date.

With the sample size mathematically determined, a means
of generating random file numbers to survey was needed.
This was easily obtained. An Internet search of random-
number generators quickly identified Research Random

izer, <http://www.randomizer.org/>, easy-to-use freeware

developed by Wesleyan University and funded by the

National Science Foundation. To be statistically valid, a

true one-percent sample of fire-damaged records had to
be achieved; consequently, the survey sample was increased

from 1,460 files to 1,500 files. An increased sample pro
vided a safety net against any records sorted out as un

affected files, or for records not found in files for various

reasons (e.g., in use for reference, misfiled, or combined—
in the instance of a record that was separated during re

covery efforts).

An electronic survey form was then developed by the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
Preservation staff using Microsoft Access. The survey form
was divided into three major sections: file identification,

file condition, and file size. The first section documented
information about the specific file being assessed, and in

cluded the Registry Number (accession number), the
veteran's surname found on the file, and the branch of

military service in which the veteran served. The second
section documented file condition —the type of damage
present on the file (i.e., mold contamination, distortion,

and/or burning), preservation requirements (e.g., whether

treatment was required in order to reformat the record),

and document stability (for purposes of basic reference

handling and/or reformatting). Finally, the third section

gathered data on the number of items found within the
file. Every individual item found within a folder was
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counted, including the number of individual, loose leaves,

booklet leaves, double-sided leaves, legal-sized leaves, and

fasteners.

Information about file size was included in the form so

that future treatment resources —such as time, labor, and
costs—could be calculated. Collecting this data was pe
ripheral to the primary survey goal (i.e., file condition),

yet it consumed the greatest amount of survey time. There
fore, only every 1Oth folder was counted. Sufficient infor

mation on file size was obtained while minimizing the

handling of moldy, burned, and/or distorted records.

Three survey teams, each consisting of two preservation
lab technicians, were formed and trained. In addition, a

back-up technician was designated and trained to fill in at

any time for a team member who was absent during the

survey period. The training packet developed prior to the

survey included sample files to survey, printed survey
instructions, and a printed copy of the survey form. All

survey participants spent two days as a group reviewing

survey procedures and instructions. Emphasis was placed

on properly locating and accurately entering file informa

tion from the randomly generated file numbers assigned.

Correctly capturing this information was important so

that all unaffected files could later be weeded out. To eas

ily assess file condition, survey questions were crafted so

as to require only yes or no answers. The form contained

check boxes— if the answer to a survey question was yes,
the box was checked; if the answer was no, the form box
was left unchecked. Precise rules were devised as well for

counting files so that survey participants knew how to

handle unusual items in the file, such as overlays, multi

ply forms, or envelopes.

Following group training, participants were divided into

their respective teams and assigned sample records in the

B-Files to survey. As the teams gathered data they entered

it into the team laptop for later review. On the final day
of training, each team's sample files and laptop data en

tries were reviewed and discussed with the entire group.

During this review, team members addressed problems
with either the electronic survey form or the survey pro
cess, and offered efficient survey tips for other team mem

bers to adopt.

In addition to a laptop computer and safety gear, each
team was issued a survey kit to help it operate efficiently.

Since technicians were disturbing mold spores, they were

supplied with various types of protective gear: mandatory

gloves and masks and elective apparel (lab coats, aprons,

and/or arm/sleeve covers). Work aids, such as clipboards
and pencils, microspatulas, computer diskettes, and

notepaper, were gathered to facilitate the survey. Teams

were also supplied with extension cords to reduce reliance

on laptop batteries and minimize the need for recharging.
All work items were stored on rolling carts and teams
wheeled their work stations into the B-Files each morn

ing. To further organize the teams, the work carts, ran

dom number assignment lists, computers, and diskettes

were all color coded.

On the first day of the actual survey, each team received a

printed assignment list of random file numbers, with
every 10th file number highlighted as a reminder for team

members to count those files. All teams were assigned four-
hour survey shifts every morning of the work week. Dur

ing the shift, each member of the team would perform
one of two required survey tasks: file retrieval and assess
ment, or data entry. Team members were encouraged to

trade survey tasks two hours into their shift to keep them

selves attentive and accurate.

The B-File survey required a total of two hundred hours
over a month-long survey period. The project manager
monitored team progress daily as diskettes full of survey
data were brought into the preservation lab. Each diskette

was immediately checked for data accuracy or failure, and

the data transferred to a Master Survey database. Once

the data was fully transferred, each diskette was erased and

returned to be used for data collection the next morning.

The results of this survey have led to the implementation
of revised handling and access procedures, the develop
ment of conservation treatment protocols for condition

stabilization and mold remediation, and the development

of on-demand digital reformatting as an alternative to

handling the original records. And while the project took

a concerted effort, it required few additional program re

sources to complete.
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Archiving the Airwaves

By Sylvia Mohn, Minnesota Public Radio

Within the universe of audiovisual archives materials,

broadcast collections present unique challenges. Having

been involved with the archives of both a commercial tele

vision station and a public radio station, I've dealt with

audio and video materials in a broadcast setting. There

are similarities and differences between the radio and tele

vision worlds. The ways these materials are created, kept,
and reused offer special challenges for the archivist. The

stations I've been involved with are independently owned

and operated. They are not ruled by a distant parent com

pany. This allowed these broadcasting entities to autono

mously decide the disposition of aired product. In both

cases there is an extensive collection of programming go
ing back to the earliest days of station operation.

The station owners saw value in saving the content for its

own sake, as a record of the changing community they
covered. The television station, in fact, had had someone

handling the archive, or as it took the term from news

papers, the "morgue," from its inception in 1948 until a

few years ago. The radio station also had someone in

volved in tracking show content going back to the early

1970s. The fact that both had someone in an archivist
role shows their recognition of the importance of this
material and their commitment to store and save it.

In the beginning there were no simple ways for the public
to save content from radio or television for later viewing.

Preparing for a CBS broadcast. Courtesy UK Radio Photo

graphic Collection, PA79M104, Special Collections and Digital

Programs, University ofKentucky.

Everything was broadcast live or taped for playback by

the station, but for the audience it was always a one-time

live experience. Most early programs were broadcast live

and no longer exist. The recent rebroadcast of Rodgers and
Hammerstein's Cinderella from 1957 with Julie Andrews

highlights the viewing experience at that time. The pro
duction used the prezoom cameras in technical ways much

different from cameras of today; the camera positions were

choreographed in advance more than they are now. The

production was captured in a technician's kinescope (a
film of a television screen) in this prevideo era. More than
107 million people watched Cinderella, giving it the larg
est television audience at the time. "Originally seen in
color (by those with color television sets), it was shown

live in the Eastern, Central and Mountain time-zones. In

the Pacific time-zone, a black-and-white kinescope was

aired."1 Because the capture medium available was black

and white film, the color information of the production
was lost forever.

At that time viewers had to be available when the broad
cast was aired, otherwise they would miss the experience.

There were no household VCRs, TiVos, On Demand, or

Pay Per View. Broadcast program availability was
controlled by the broadcast network, in the kinds of pro

grams it chose, the airtimes it chose, and the target audi

ence it chose. In today's terms it was very much a "push"

technology.

While television and radio are both broadcast media, the

way the program content is presented and the way the

user interacts with each format is different. Information

communicated over the radio (especially news program

ming) tends to be information-dense and engages a single
sense, while television programming targets a broader

emotional response involving multiple senses.

Audio is highly content-based; words are the primary
means of communication. The narrator or reporter must
create the story, image, setting, or situation with words.

Video allows images to tell a story even if there is no sound.
In radio, the story is king. In video, the image is king.
This key difference affects how people tend to reuse
archived programming. The example of broadcast news
demonstrates how radio and television materials differ in

creation and therefore in reuse.
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A radio news story consists of an audio track that is based
on a prepared script. The reporter "sets up" the story, giv
ing the audience background context, and proceeds to

use interviews to augment story points. It is possible to

tell fairly well what the story sounds like by looking at the

script. On the other hand, a television news story is more

complex. It can be looked at in two pieces: the audio track
and the accompanying video images. The video may sup
port the audio or may be different from it

.

Only a partial
idea ofwhat a story is like is possible from reading a script.
For more information, a "shot list," "edit list," or "video

log" that describes the actual visuals would need to be

consulted.

The camera directs the viewer where to look. A common
visual cliche shows a victim starting to weep and the cam

era zooms in closer for emotional connection (or privacy

invasion). Visual cues are more identifiable than audio

cues. From a moving image one can tell something about

a scene, for example, late fall b
y
a lake, trees turning color,

or birds flying overhead. From the accompanying audio

alone the mental image would not be as precise; one would

need additional information from the reporter.

Marge Hoenig during a visit to WLW, Cincinnati. Courtesy
UK Radio Photographic Collection, PA79M104, Special
Collections and Digital Programs, University o

f

Kentucky.

While digital management systems keep track of all the

digital components for reuse, some types of files are more

likely to be reused than others. Because video can be sepa
rated from audio, video can be used with other sound

tracks underneath it
,

recut into different stories, used as a

still "freeze frame" photo for a television graphic, or as a

video stream with raw audio on a Web site. People are

used to seeing video that does not match audio (for ex

ample, with voice-overs), so producers have a wider array

of video options that can be used again. When choosing a

freeze-frame shot of someone for a graphic, some of the
choices might include the kind of expression the person
has, the preferred camera angle, and degree of close-up.
Video of a politician might involve selection of a simple
walking shot, the politician shaking hands, or talking at a

podium. It is irrelevant what the politician is saying; the

actual image is what is being sought.

With audio there are fewer repurposing opportunities.
What is being said is integral to how the audio can be

reused. Program audio is less likely to be used in a later

program. Often the way audio is reused in program ma

terial is for an obituary, in connection with an event's an

niversary, or as a learning tool.

However, there are repurposing similarities between

audio and video. With the development of the Internet
there are more repurposing opportunities for both media.

There are increasing examples of single-media entities

using multiple media on Web sites. A newspaper site
offers photos, audio, and video clips. A radio Web site
offers audio, photos, and additional audio not used on

the air. A television Web site offers video and links to the
local newspaper for more story information. Broadcast

scripts are usually rewritten for Web readability. There is a

blurring of original source media when you get into the
multimedia environment of the Web.

Audio and video can both be used as elements of other

programs and productions. One instance is in support of
historical references. Sound or audio from previous sto

ries are used to give context to today's event. They can

show extremes or contradictions. Examples include sto

ries about previously flooded farm fields shown in con

trast to the dry, cracked earth of today's drought, or a

legislator saying something in the past contrary to today's
comment.

Raw audio and video can supply "stock shots" or "sound

effects," filling holes in reporters' stories. A standard video

example is a story about state budget cuts for certain

areas, with file video supplying the shots of schools, buses,
road construction, senior vaccinations, etc. File sound

effects such as a subway train entering the station or a

school bell ringing and students getting out of their seats
in a classroom would be audio examples.

(Continued on page 36)
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(Continuedfrom page 35)

Filming "The Golden Key
"
on the University ofKentucky

Campus. Courtesy UK Radio Photographic Collection,
PA79M104, Special Collections and Digital Programs,

University ofKentucky.

Is potential reuse enough for broadcasters to make the

effort to archive their material? Broadcasters face difficult

economic times, with competition from cable, satellite,

Webcasts, and a shrinking audience. There is increasing

emphasis on instant value to the station. Bottom lines

demand justification for saving old content if it cannot be
reused right away.

Archiving audiovisual material is a huge investment of
time and resources. Electronic media, unlike physical news

papers and magazines, rely on a machine interface. The

storage media change, the playback machines change,

break down, and disappear. Even if these materials are
converted to digital files there remain all the problems

associated with computer files in general: backup, soft

ware changes, format obsolescence, and migration to newer

formats.

Outside of repurposing, there are two main arguments
for saving radio and television. The first argument is that

these media record local history. History is silent until

roughly a hundred years ago. Audiovisual media capture

the voices and actions of their time. Unlike text-only me
dia, audio gives inflections, talks directly to the listener,

and often sounds more conversational. Video captures a

location in time, showing, for example, current lifestyles

and trends as expressed in cars, hairstyles, and fashions.

The day-to-day experiences of people in a community are
recorded. With increasing emphasis on "localization" by
individual stations as a way to differentiate their brands

from national media giants, this focus on community

should continue and expand. When these locally specific

recordings are researched as a whole, they document an

overall era, nation, or people. Capturing local history on

moving image and sound recordings makes the documen

tation of our national history richer.

The second argument is that these media record the prod
ucts of a broadcast company. Just as GM, Ford, or Coca-
Cola might keep examples of all their consumer products
and ad campaigns, and just as Hallmark might keep an

example of every card it has produced and its original
source material, a broadcast station can go back and look

at, or listen to, the programs it has produced and aired, as

documentation of its everyday activity. Just as the papers
of an entity document the history of that organization,
the programs that a broadcast station generates are evi

dence of its work and impact on a community.

Audio and video have each had their periods of media
dominance; now the Internet and computers are likely to

take over as the main means of program delivery. The
audience has much more control over what it sees than

ever before. Now media can deliver information to frag
mented interest groups, narrowcasting instead of broad

casting. Now even nonbroadcasters can produce content
for the Web that is competitive with a traditional broad

cast product. Media is becoming more accessible to both

content producers and content consumers.

The audience fragmentation seen in the magazine indus

try is apparent in the electronic media as well. While this
allows more specialized interests to be covered, there is a

loss of the common audience experience that having only
three or four radio or television networks provided. It is
even more important in the future to widen the net of

what is saved, so the experiences of a community at a
certain time can be preserved.
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In summary, the audiovisual media of radio and
television are unique in the way they capture aspects of
human experience not available in print media. They

engage the senses as they present information. They are
worth saving because they add variety to the information

sources that document our lives. A fundamental under
standing of their original purpose, construction, and likely
reuse are important to archiving these materials effectively.

In addition, saving representative documentation of how
the broadcast industry itself worked is important because

it is an industry in flux and possibly facing major trans

formation. As information delivery changes to a more

user-driven environment, the preservation of these mate
rials is not only important for reuse and research but to

document the primary method by which audiences
received information for half a century.
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Broadcasting from WBKY in the 1960s. Courtesy UK Radio
Photographic Collection, PA79M104, Special Collections and

Digital Programs, University ofKentucky.

Buckley, Michael, "Channeling Theatre: The First
'Cinderella' Returns and Other Holiday Treats," Play
bill, 21 November 2004, <http://www.playbill.com/

news/article/89713.html> (13 May 2005).

WBKY Tower, University ofKentucky Campus. Courtesy UK
Radio Photographic Collection, PA79M104, Special Collections

and Digital Programs, University ofKentucky.
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New Columnists

Welcome to columnist Sylvia Mohn. Sylvia is the

audio archivist at Minnesota Public Radio. She is

currently overseeing a project to convert analog

Garrison Keillor materials to digital format, and

handles the Minnesota Public Radio Digital Me

dia Archive. Before her MPR appointment, Sylvia
was at KSTP, ABC's Twin Cities affiliate, where

she worked with that television station's archive.

And a belated welcome to April's columnist, Paul

Eisloeffel. Paul works with visual and audio ma

terials at the Nebraska State Historical Society,

and has taken a particular professional interest in

historic moving images. He is currently serving

as MAC's vice president.
—Lisa Carter
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Please submit "Up-and-Comers" items to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@yahoo.com or 614-235-4136, ext. 4002.

MAC Newsletter is happy to announce a new
feature in the works: a column dedicated to is

sues important to student archivists. While we

like to think that most information in the MAC
Newsletter is beneficial to students, we know

there are unique issues that are important to

them (such as how to get that first job!). Our

aim is to help ease the transition from student

to professional. Of course, this is not to say that
seasoned professionals in the business cannot

learn a thing or two here as well.

"Up-and-Comers" will be the place students can

turn to for information about internships and

scholarships as well as job-seeking and interview

ing advice. We hope to feature useful informa

tion on particular archival specialties. It's also a

place for student groups and individuals to boast

about their own hard work on activities and

projects. Think of it as a "People and Posts" for

students. Meanwhile, this column will court ar

chival educators and current professionals to

share their hard-earned wisdom with soon-to-

be first-time archivists.

So, students, give us your news, your questions,

your ideas. We want to share them. And for you

professionals, let us know about your intern

ship opportunities and give us your expert ad

vice. For each, the contact information is the

same: Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@yahoo.com or
614-235-4136, ext. 4002.

Student Poster Session at SOA
The Society of Ohio Archivists (SOA) spring meeting at

Wright State University in Dayton included a new fea

ture—a student poster session. Conference attendees voted
on their favorite student posters, choosing three winners

that were awarded cash prizes. The student competitors
were from Wright State University's Public History Pro

gram and Kent State University's School of Library and
Information Science.

Adam Groves Curates Exhibit
An exhibit chronicling the lifelong service of federal judge
Harlington Wood Jr., a high-ranking public servant who

served as chief negotiator for the U.S. Department of Jus
tice at Wounded Knee, recently ran at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Wood's alma mater. The
exhibit, curated by Adam Groves, graduate student in the

library science program and graduate assistant at the Illi
nois Historical Survey and Lincoln Room, ran through
May at the Rare Book and Special Collections Library.
Wood donated his papers to the University of Illinois upon
his retirement in 2003, and Groves spent the last year

processing them.

Judge Harlington Wood, Jr.: A 'Most Lincolnesque Man,'

emphasized Wood's role in bringing the 1973 standoff

between the federal government and the American Indian

Movement at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, to a peace

ful resolution. Other items in the exhibit looked at the

1971 May Day protests in Washington, D.C., and dem
onstrations at the Democratic and Republican national

conventions in 1972. <http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ihx/

woodco!lection.htm>

llliir Welcome to Kevlin Haire!

Kevlin is an archivist with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Region 6 Archives in Colum
bus, Ohio. She began there in July 2004 after a year as an outreach librarian. Kevlin earned her M.L.S. from

Kent State University's School of Library and Information Science in 2003. Before that, she spent a dozen years
as a reporter and editor. _ ..—Editor
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Avenue, Greencastle, IN 46135. Phone: 765-658-4406; fax: 765-658-4423; E-mail: wwwilson@depauw.edu.

Geoffrey D. Reynolds

Geoffrey D. Reynolds was elected

president of the Michigan Oral
History Association and will serve a

two-year term.

Anita M. Weber
Anita M. Weber was recently pro
moted to director of Information
Resources Management Services at

History Associates Incorporated
(HAI). She holds a master of library
science degree from Kent State

University, as well as a master's degree
in history from Northern Illinois

University. Anita has more than 25
years of experience with personal and

corporate records. During her eight-
year tenure at HAI, she has managed
projects as diverse as rehousing maps
for the Library of Congress, develop
ing museum nomenclature, and

designing archival storage facilities.

Jane Wildermuth

Jane Wildermuth was elected presi
dent of the Society of Ohio Archivists
at their spring meeting. Wildermuth

is an archivist at Wright State Uni
versity Special Collections and
Archives. Previously she worked at the

Ohio Historical Society, holding sev
eral archival positions, including head

of the Local Government Records Pro

gram and assistant head of Research
Services. She earned her master's

degree in history from Miami
University.

Passages

Dione Miles
Dione Miles died March 1 1 . A MAC
Member Emerita, she was retired from

work as labor history specialist at

Wayne State's Walter P Reuther Li

brary. Contributions may be made to

the Dione Miles Memorial Library
Fund, at the L. E. White Middle
School, 3300 1 15th Avenue, Allegan,

Michigan 49010.

New Members

Illinois

Adriana P. Cuervo
Sousa Archives and Center for
American Music

Champaign

Lorna Donley

Chicago Public Library

Chicago

Valerie Harris
Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation
Trust Research Center
Oak Park

Lois Hoh, O.P
Sinsinawa Dominican Archives
Sinsinawa

Beth Leitz

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Champaign

Indiana

Jean Frantz
Indiana University School of
Dentistry

Indianapolis

Tracy Grimm
University of Notre Dame
Institute for Latino Studies
Notre Dame

Kansas

Brea Black

Topeka and Shawnee County
Public Library

Topeka

Audrey McKanna Coleman
University of Kansas
Kenneth Spencer Research

Library
Lawrence

Heather A. Wade

Emporia State University
Emporia

Kentucky

Deidre A. Scaggs
University of Kentucky
Lexington

Michigan

Dawn M. Dittmar
Wayne State University
Highland

Marcus C. Robyns
Northern Michigan University
Marquette

Minnesota

Andrea J. Spence
Target Corporation
Brooklyn Park

Edith Thorstensson
Gustavus Adolphus College
St. Peter

Renee Ziemer

Mayo Clinic
Rochester

Missouri

Union Station Kansas City, Inc.
Kansas
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Ohio

John L. Armstrong
Huber Heights

Michael Collins
Student
Kent State University
Kent

Wayne E. Uhrig
YMCA of Mount Vernon, Ohio
Mount Vernon

Wisconsin

Wisconsin Veterans Museum
Madison

Outside MAC Region

Tom Connors
National Public Broadcasting
Archives

University of Maryland
College Park, Maryland

William L. Hopkins
American Heritage Center

University of Wyoming
Laramie, Wyoming

Donna McCrea

University of Montana-Missoula
Missoula, Montana

Leslie Siegel
Florida Atlantic University
Libraries

Boca Raton, Florida

"...An excellent introduction to

appraisal theory and practice..."
-MARK A.GREENE, Director, American Heritage Center

vu»£i/r,.

Selecting & Appraising

Archives & Manuscripts

FRANK BOLES

Society of American Archivists

(June 2005) 214 pp., soft cover

Product Code 457

SAA Members $35 • List $49

Order or browse

200+ archival titles at

www.arctiivists.org/catalog

MAC Newsletter
MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE

EDITORIAL BOARD

Editor
Janet Carleton

Assistant Editors

Lisa Carter

Mixed Media

Michele Christian

Regionalia

Bob Garrett

Archival Resources

on the World Wide Web

Laurie Gemmill

Current Issues

Kevlin Haire

Up-and-Comers

Kathy Koch

News from the Midwest

Joshua Ranger

MAC News

Wes Wilson
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New Members
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Regionalia—Michele Christian, Assistant Editor, Iowa State University

Please submit "Regionalia" items to Michele at michelec@iastate.edu.

Academy of Certified Archivists
The 2005 archival certification examination will take place
on August 17 in New Orleans (SAA meeting site),
Atlanta, Kansas City (MO), New York City, Memphis,
Portland (OR), and Philadelphia. <http://www.
certifiedarchivists.org/>

American Association for State and Local
History
The 65th Annual Meeting is September 21-24 in the
Hilton Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. <http://
www.aaslh.org/mmeeting.htm>

ARMA International
The 50th Annual Conference and Expo will take place
September 18-21 in Chicago. This year's conference in
cludes more than 80 educational sessions in four tracks:

the business of RIM, legal/compliance issues, informa
tion technology and management, and career development.
The Expo includes more than two hundred of the leading
industry vendors offering information about the latest

products and services for effectively managing records and

information. <http://www.arma.org/conference/>

Australian Society of Archivists, Archives and
Records Association of New Zealand, New
Zealand Society of Archivists
The first-ever joint conference of these three leading ar
chives and record-keeping associations will take place
October 6-8 at the Wellington Town Hall in Wellington,
New Zealand. The meeting's theme, "Archives and Com
munities," signifies the coming together of the three sis
ter organizations and celebrates the interrelationship of
the diverse record-keeping communities. <http://
www.archivists.org.au/events/conf2005/2005Conf.html>

Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)
The FGS and the Utah Genealogical Association joint
conference will be held at the Salt Palace Convention
Center in Salt Lake City on September 7-10. The pro
gram supports this year's theme, "Reminders of the Past,
Visions for the Future." Numerous topics for all skill lev

els are presented throughout the week. Conference goers
have the opportunity to visit more than 150 genealogical
exhibitor booths to learn about the latest technological
advances in this ever-changing field. <http://www.fgs.org/
2005conf/FGS-2005.htm>

International Council on Archives/Section on
University and Research Institution Archives
(ICA/SUV)
For only the second time since its creation, the Interna

tional Council on Archives/Section on University and
Research Institution Archives is meeting in North America.
The Annual Meeting will be held in East Lansing, Michi

gan, September 6-9. Michigan State University (MSU) is
proud to host the meeting this year, during the 150th

anniversary of its founding. Ian Wilson, Librarian and
Archivist of Canada, will be delivering the plenary ad
dress, now known as the Don Richan Memorial Lecture.
Don Richan was president of the ICA/SUV when he died
unexpectedly from cancer in 2004. Lorenz Mikoletzky,

president of the ICA and the Archivist of Austria, will be
delivering summary remarks. The conference will feature

speakers from around the world talking about a wide va

riety of archival issues. Session topics include digitization
projects, multicultural collections, collecting and support

ing nonuniversity materials, conservation and preserva
tion, and athletics. The conference will also feature
several social events to allow archivists to meet and mingle.
There will be an opening reception at the Michigan
Historical Center, an evening concert by members of the
MSU faculty, campus tours, and a day trip. For questions
about the conference, please contact Portia Vescio at

vescio@msu.edu. <http://archives.msu.edu/icasuv/>

International Cultural Heritage Informatics
Meeting (ICHIM)
This year's meeting, the ninth, will take place September
21-23, at the Bibliotheque Nationale de France, in Paris.
Initially biennial, ICHIM became an annual event in
2003. The theme for the meeting is "Digital Culture and

Heritage" and will address the issues surrounding tech
nology and culture and focusing on society, management,

application, interaction, and digital culture. <http://

ichim05.ichim.org/jahia/Jahia/>

International Conference on the History of
Records and Archives
The second conference will take place September 1—3 at
the Universiteitstheater, located in the center of
Amsterdam, Netherlands. The theme of the conference is
"Archival Affinities: Adapting and Adopting Archival
Cultures." The conference will focus on intercultural and
cross-national influences on record-keeping and archival

theory, and the dissemination and reception of theories
and ideas on archives and record keeping. <http://
i-chora2.archiefschool.nl/> ,_ . ,

(Continued on page 42)
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REGIONALIA —Continued
Michele Christian, Assistant Editor.

(Continued from page 41)

International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
The World Library and Information Congress: 71st
IFLA General Conference and Council will occur
August 14—18 in Oslo, Norway. Most events will take

place at the Oslo Spektrum and in the conference hotel,

Hotel Radisson Plaza. The meeting, themed "Libraries—
A Voyage of Discovery," will include poster sessions, open
forums, workshops, discussion groups, tours, and cultural

and social activities. <http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla71/>

Library and Information Technology
Association
The National Forum will take place September 29—Octo
ber 2, at the San Jose- Marriott Hotel in San Jose\ Califor
nia. The programming includes preconferences, general
sessions, and more than 30 concurrent sessions pertain

ing to this year's theme, "The Ubiquitous Web: Personal
ization, Portability, and On-line Collaboration." <http://
www.lita.org/>

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference
The fall meeting will be held October 20-22 at the
Sheraton Dover in Dover, Delaware. <http://www.lib.
umd.edu/MARAC/conferences/conferences.html>

National Association of Government Archives
and Records Administrators
The annual meeting will be held July 20-23, at the Omni
Richmond Hotel, in Richmond, Virginia. <http://
www.nagara.org/>

Society of American Archivists (SAA)
The 69th Annual Meeting will take place in the Hilton
New Orleans Riverside in New Orleans, August 14—21.

<http://www.archivists.org/conference/neworleans2005/>

Elegant Solutions for Preservation
Call for a complete catalog

®™m'Hw,^JMmm.

Pamphlet Binders

Music Binders

Archival Folders

Manuscript Folders

Hinge Board Covers

Academy Folders

Newspaper/Map
Folders

Polypropylene Sheet

& Photo Protectors
Conservation &
Preservation Tapes

Bound Four Flap
Enclosures

Archival Binders

Archival Boards

Adhesives

Bookkeeper

Century Boxes

Record Album Enclosures

Conservation Cloths

ARCHIVAL PRODUCTS

P.O. Box 1413 Des Moines, Iowa 50305-1413

800.526.5640 I Fax 888.220.2397

custserv@archival.com www.archival.com

archival.com
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Other NeWS— Janet Carleton, Editor, Ohio University

A*CENSUS Survey Update

With responses from more than 5,000 participants to "slice

and dice," the work of the A*CENSUS (Archival Census

and Education Needs Survey in the United States) project

coordinators continues. A*CENSUS, the most compre
hensive nationwide survey of individual archivists ever
conducted, is sponsored by SAA and funded by the Insti

tute for Museum and Library Services. The survey was

developed by a working group comprising representatives

from 12 national and regional archival associations (in

cluding MAC), along with archival educators and repre
sentatives of diverse communities.

The survey was conducted in May and June 2004, and

preliminary reports from the A*CENSUS consultants
began appearing during the summer of 2004. Since that
time, six individuals have been hard at work on special

reports in five key areas of interest: graduate education,

by Elizabeth Yakel and Jeannette Bastian; continuing edu

cation, by Nancy Zimmelman; diversity, by Brenda Banks;

leadership, by Susan Davis; and certification, by Anne

Diffendal.

Vicki Walch, A*CENSUS principal research consultant,

will be preparing an overview of all of the data, looking

especially at variations by region, type of employer, gen
der, age, and association membership. The project team

hopes to have drafts of all reports available by mid
summer 2005. Two sessions at SAA's annual meeting in

August will be devoted to the A*CENSUS.

The final A*CENSUS report will be distributed in the

winter of 2005. Project staff members have also prepared
a "public use" version of the dataset that is specially de

signed to prevent inadvertent disclosure of personal infor

mation about individuals. This will be available through
the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social

Research at the University of Michigan.

In the meantime, you'll find a number of preliminary
A*CENSUS reports on the SAA Web site, at <http://
www.archivists.org/a-census/>. These include:

• A First Look at A*CENSUS Results (Preliminary Re
port #1, August 10, 2004), with overall numbers re

lated to gender, age, and type of position held.
• Salary Data from the A*CENSUS Survey (Preliminary

Report #2, December 10, 2004), which provides mean

ages and salaries by state and region, age, gender, year

in which the respondents started their first archival job,

type of employer, and type of position.

• A*CENSUS Survey Questions, which serves as a refer

ence for users of the data.
• Background and Technical Notes, which provides in

formation that is important to understanding the sur

vey process and interpreting the data. It describes who

participated in the process, the project timetable, devel

opment of the mailing list, the response rate, and de

tails on how results are being calculated for specific

questions.
• Analysis of Responses from Archival Association Mem

bers provides, for most of the archival associations in

the United States, the number of members on the mail

ing lists supplied to the A*CENSUS project, the num
ber of individuals who indicated they were members of

the associations, and a response rate calculated from these

figures.

Direct inquiries to Jodie Stauffer, A*CENSUS Project Assis
tant, SAA, at 312-922-0140 or acensus@archivists.org.

Call for Participation —Women Artists
Archives National Directory (WAAND)

All archival repositories holding primary source material

about women visual artists active in the U.S. since 1945
are invited to be included inWAAND, an innovative Web
directory under development by Rutgers University Li

braries. WAAND is designed as a research tool for schol
ars, artists, curators, students, and collecting institutions

around the world, as well as researchers in cultural and

intellectual history, American studies, material culture, and

women's and gender studies. It will direct users to pri
mary source materials of and about contemporary women
visual artists active in the U.S.

Participating repositories will be asked to complete an
on-line repository survey form for each artist in their col

lections, describing the nature of the primary source ma
terials they hold. Directory users will be able to access
data through artist name, archival repository, or collec

tion title. It will also be structured for fielded searching
on such access points as art genre, style and movement,

and the geographic regions of the artist's activity. WAAND
has been funded by the Getty Foundation. Please sign up

now to receive our survey form. For further information

or to partner with WAAND, please contact Nicole Plett,
WAAND Project Manager, Mabel Smith Douglass Li
brary, Rutgers University, 8 Chapel Drive, New
Brunswick, NJ 08901-8527, phone: 732-932-9407, ext.
27, waand@rci.rutgers.edu. <http://waand.rutgers.edu/>
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Job Announcement

Archivist Program Manager, Ruth Mott
Foundation, Flint, Michigan

This new position requires collaboration with Founda
tion staff and the community to develop innovative ways
for the archives to enrich its Foundation programs.

Position Description
Candidate will establish the archives as a distinguished

community resource. Develop reports, proposals, and re

lationships that serve the Foundation's program areas, the

community, and researchers. Deliver professional presen
tations. Build and manage conservation and curatorial

program. Acquire and process paper and electronic docu

ments, audiovisual materials, oral histories, and Mott fam

ily items including decorative arts and other memorabilia.

Prepare abstracts and written materials that evaluate and

summarize information from manuscripts, audiovisual
materials, and other archival items.

Qualifications
Requires a graduate degree in history, library science, or

related field with graduate training in archival studies,

and three to five years of relevant archival experience. Also

required are strong computer skills with archival software

and MS Office software products. Program development,
research, managerial, and oral and written communica

tion skills are essential.

To Apply
Please send your application letter and resume b

y E-mail

to dmiller@rmfdn.org.

The Ruth Mott Foundation is a private family founda

tion serving the city of Flint and Genesee County. Acting
as mentor, partner, and catalyst, the Foundation promotes

community vitality through four program areas: Arts,

Beautification, Health Promotion, and Applewood, the

historic family estate. For more information about the

Foundation, please visit our Web site at <http://www.

ruthmottfoundation.org/>.

Setting the Standard for
Archival Storage Products

Since 1945

!M

CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG
Phone: 800/634-0491
Fax: 800/947-8814

E-mail: hollingercorp@erols.com
www.hollingercorp.com

THE HOLLINGER CORPORATION
Two Manufacturing and Shipping Locations

• Hollinger East: Fredericksburg, Virginia
^ • Hollinger West: Sparks, Nevada

Safe Sound Archive
"Preserving the Sound o

fHistory"

audio reformatting

preservation • conservation • restoration

off-site archival storage

www.safesoundarchive.com

georgeblood^'safesoundarch ive.com
21 West Highland Avenue

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118-3309

(215) 248-2IOO
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MAC Officers

President (2005-2007)
Elisabeth Wittman
Director for Archives and Chief Archivist

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

321 Bonnie Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Phone: 847-690-9410
Fax: 847-690-9502

Elisabeth.Wittman@elca.org

Vice President (2004-2006)
Paul EisloefFel

Curator ofVisual and Audio Collections
Nebraska State Historical Society
Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501
Phone:402-471-4750
Fax: 402-471-8922

pje@nebraskahistory.org

Treasurer (2004-2006)
Brenda L. Burk

Philanthropic Studies Archivist
IUPUI University Library
755 West Michigan Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone:317-278-2329
Fax:317-278-2331
bburk@iupui.edu

Secretary (2005-2007)
Shari Christy
Air Force Research Laboratory/
Anteon Corporation

33 North Grand Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324
Phone:937-879-7241

jc65000@worldnet.att. net

Council

Council
Daardi Sizemore (2005-2008)
Archives and Special Collections
Librarian
Memorial Library
Minnesota State University, Mankato
P.O. Box 8419

Mankato, MN 56002-8419
Phone: 507-389-5949
Fax:507-389-5155
daardi.sizemore@mnsu.edu

Ellen D. Swain (2004-2007)
Archivist for Student Life and Culture

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Archives Research Center

1707 South Orchard Street
Urbana,IL 61801
Phone:217-333-7841
Fax: 217-244-4300
eswain@uiuc.edu

Ex Officio Council
Archival Issues Editorial Board
Todd Daniels-Howell (2005-2007)
Head/Special Collections Archives
Indiana University-Purdue University
755 West Michigan Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202-5195
Phone:317-274-0466
Fax: 317-278-2331

tjdaniel@iupui.edu

Development Coordinator
Dina M. Kellams (2004-2006)
Assistant Archivist
Indiana University Archives

Bryan Hall 201
107 South Indiana Avenue

Bloomington, IN 47405-7000
Phone:812-855-2323
Fax: 812-855-8104
dmkellam@indiana.edu

Education Committee
Mary Ellen Ducey (2005-2007)
Archives and Special Collections

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries

29AD Love Library
Lincoln, NE 68588-4100
Phone: 402-472-2531

mducey2@unl.edu

MAC Newsletter Editor

Janet Carleton (2005-2007)
Digital Projects Librarian
Mahn Center for Archives & Special
Collections
Ohio University Libraries
Alden 504
Athens, OH 45701
Phone: 740-597-2527
carleton@ohio.edu

Membership Committee
Wesley Wilson (2005-2007)
Coordinator, Archives & Special
Collections
DePauw University
400 South College Avenue

Greencastle, IN 46135
Phone: 765-658-4406
Fax: 765-658-4423

wwwilson@depauw.edu

Public Information Officer

Joshua P. Ranger (2004-2006)
Archivist

University ofWisconsin-Oshkosh
800 Algoma Boulevard

Oshkosh.WI 54901
Phone: 920-424-0828

ranger@uwosh.edu

Vendor Coordinator
Miriam B. Kahn (2004-2006)
MBK Consulting
60 North Harding Road
Columbus, OH 43209-1524
Phone: 614-239-8977
Fax: 614-239-0599

mbkcons@netexp. net

Committee Chairs
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship
for Minority Students Committee
Deborah Dandridge (2004-2006)
Field Archivist

University of Kansas
Spencer Research Library
1450 Poplar Lane

Lawrence, KS 66045-7616
Phone: 785-864-2028
Fax: 785-864-5803
ddandrid@ku.edu

Archives Committee
Laura Mills (2005-2007)
Archivist

Rotary International

1560 Sherman Avenue

Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: 847-866-4481

Fax: 847-869-9265

millsl@rotaryintl.org

Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate
Scholarship

Amy Cooper Cary (2005-2008)
Assistant Head, Special Collections

University of Iowa Libraries

Special Collections Department
100 Main Library
Iowa City, IA 52246
Phone: 319-335-6433

amy-cooper-cary@uiowa.edu

Catherine Dishman (2003-2006)
Corporate Archivist
General Mills
Number One General Mills Blvd.

Minneapolis, MN 55426
Phone: 763-764-2679
Fax: 763-764-3734

katie.dishman@genmills.com

Lynn Leitte (2004-2007)
683 Como Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55103-1509
Phone:651-489-9207
reedx046@tc.umn.edu

Kimberly Butler (2005-2007)
Archivist/Associate Director of Archives
North Central College
Oesterle Library
320 East School Avenue

Naperville, IL 60540
Phone:630-637-5714
Fax: 630-637-5716

kjbuder@noctrl.edu
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Nominating Committee
Kathy Marquis (2005-2006)
Head ofAdult Services
Albany County Public Library
810 Grand Avenue
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone: 307-721-2580, ext. 11
Fax: 307-721-2584
kmarquis@wil I.state.wy. us

President's Award
Frank Boles (2005-2007)
Central Michigan University
Clarke Historical Library
Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
Phone: 989-774-3352
Fax:989-774-2160

frank.j.boles@cmich.edu

Local Arrangements

Committee
Fall 2005, Bloomington, IN
Dina M. Kellams
Assistant Archivist
Indiana University Archives
Bryan Hall 201
107 South Indiana Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47405-7000
Phone:812-855-2323
Fax: 812-855-8104
dmkellam@indiana.edu

Saundra Taylor
Curator ofManuscripts
Lilly Library
1200 East 7th Street

Indiana University
Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone:812-855-2452
Fax:812-855-3143
taylors@indiana.edu

Spring 2006, Bloomington-Normal, IL
Don Cavallini
Archivist
Heartland Community College
1500 West Raab Road
Normal, IL 61761
Phone: 815-842-6777 or 309-268-8237
don.cavallini@heartland.edu

Anke Voss

Archivist/Special Collections Librarian
Illinois Wesleyan University
P.O. Box 2899

Bloomington, IL 61702-2899
Phone: 309-556-3559
Fax: 309-556-3261

avoss@iwu.edu

Program Committee
Fall 2005, Bloomington, IN
Mary Ellen Ducey
Archives and Special Collections
University ofNebraska-Lincoln Libraries
29AD Love Library
Lincoln, NE 68588-4100
Phone: 402-472-2531

mducey2@unl.edu

Ellen D. Swain
Archivist for Student Life and Culture
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Archives Research Center

1707 South Orchard Street
Urbana, IL 61801
Phone:217-333-7841
Fax: 217-244-4300
eswain@uiuc.edu

Spring 2006, Bloomington-Normal, IL
Tamar Chute
Associate University Archivist
The Ohio State University Archives
2700 Kenny Road
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone:614-292-3271
Fax:614-688-4150
chute.6@osu.edu

Chris Prom
Assistant University Archivist
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
19 Library
1408 West Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801
Phone: 217-333-0798
Fax: 217-333-2868
prom@uiuc.edu

Upcoming MAC Meeting
Sites and Dates

Bloomington, Indiana
September 29-October 1, 2005

Bloomington-Normal, lllinois
April 26-30, 2006

FAUMAC-BIWHINCTOIUXWANA
SEPTEMBER 19 - OCTOBER 1 1, 1005

Deadlines for
MAC Newsletters:

January issue: November 10
April issue: February 10
July issue: May 10

October issue: August 10

Send items to:

Janet Carleton
MAC Newsletter Editor

Mann Center for Archives
& Special Collections

Ohio University Libraries
Alden 504

Athens, OH 45701

740-597-2527

carleton@ohio.edu
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Change of Address Form

Please check your name and data carefully in the membership directory. If it needs updating, we'll make the changes for
you when you submit this form. But ifyou're a never-say-die do-it-yourself type who has been eagerly waiting for MAC's
On-line Membership Directory to go live, now's the time to log on. Review Josh Ranger's excellent instructions on page
19, then find the directory at <http://www.midwestarchives.org/midwest/> and have a go. Either way, we appreciate

your help in keeping us—and your colleagues- current.

Name

Title

Institution

Phone

E-mail

Fax

Address (Please check one.) □ Home Q Business

City.

State Zip Code

Send this form to:

Shari Christy, MAC Secretary
AFRL7H0 Anteon Corporation
33 North Grand Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324

MAC Advertising Information
MAC offers advertisers easy and effective ways to market prod
ucts, services, and announcements. These outlets include its

quarterly newsletter, semiannual journal, Web site, and con

ference programs. The newsletter, journal, and conference pro

gram reach more than 1,000 individual and institutional mem

bers in the Midwest and across the United States; hundreds

of people visit MAC's Web site every week.

MAC offers advertising in packages comprising these four
outlets or in a single outlet such as the newsletter or the Web

site. Package A offers the best value, with a 20% discount for
a one-year commitment for advertising in all four outlets with

the largest advertising space available. Packages B, C, and D
offer 15%, 10%, and 5% discounts for one-year commitments

for advertising in all four outlets with smaller advertising space.

For more information concerning advertising with MAC, and
exhibits and sponsorships during conferences, please contact

MAC Vendor Coordinator Miriam B. Kahn, MBK Consult

ing, 60 North Harding Road, Columbus, OH 43209-1524
(phone: 614-239-8977; fax: 614-239-0599; E-mail:

mbkcons@netexp.net), or visit MAC's Web site: <http://www.

midwestarchives.org>.

B

D

Midwest Archives Conference
Advertising Packages

Venues (All are for a one-year commitment.)
MAC Newsletter (full page): $250
Archival Issues{fu\\ page): $250

Conference programs (full page): $250

Web site: $100

Cost

$680.00

(20% discount if

purchased as a set)

MAC Newsletter ( 112 page): $ 150 $467.50

Archival Issues (Ml page): $150 j (15% discount if
Conference programs ( 112 page): $ 150 purchased as a set)

Web site: $100

MAC Newsletter (1 1'4 page): $75
Archival Issues (1 /4 page): $75

Conference programs (1/4 page): $75

Web site: $100

MAC Newsletter (1 /8 page): $50
Archival Issues (i 18 page): $50

Conference programs (1/8 page): $50

$292.50

(10% discount if

purchased as a set)

1

$237.50

(5% discount if

Web site: $100

purchased as a set)
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Midwest Archives Conference
c/o Shari Christy

AFRL/HO Anteon Corp.
33 North Grand Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324
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Time-Sensitive Material

MAC Membership Form

Name Phone

Institution Fax

Title E-mail

Business Address

City/State Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different from above)

LI New Membership LI Change of Address Q Renewal

Membership fees: $30 Individual, $60 Institutional. The membership year runs from January to December. Make

checks payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to Brenda L. Burk, Philanthropic
Studies Archivist, IUPUI University Library, 755 W. Michigan Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202.


