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On-line Education
Directory

The Education Committee has
put together a directory of institu-
tions within the MAC region that
provide archival training. While
not accrediting or endorsing any
institution, MAC is thrilled to
provide the directory as a service
to its members. The directory can
be found on the MAC Web site
at: htep://data.memberclicks.com/
site/midwestarc/ MAC_Regional _
Educational_Programs.pdf.

This directory is intended to be
updated continually; if you know
of potential additions, please contact
Education Committee Chair Chad
Owen at chad.owen@Iouisville.edu.
In the meantime, click away and see
what’s being taught in your neck of
the woods!
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Now Approaching the Cultural Crossroads:
Fasten Your Seatbelts!

MAC Annual Meeting, April 22-24, 2010

By now you're probably getting ready to pack your bags and head to Chicago.
Word to the wise: bring your program book, walking shoes, camera, and appetite!
You will have made many of your decisions about tours, sessions, and events that
you plan to attend, and you will have been checking the Chicago 2010 blog,
http://macchicago2010.wordpress.com/, for recommendations about where to
go and what to do in your spare time—from lists of nearby restaurants, cafés,
cultural attractions, free Wi-Fi, to suggestions for forays farther afield. And if
you didn’t sign up for a tour or workshop, it’s always worth asking if there is
still room or if you can get on a waiting list! To get you further in the mood,
here’s a preview with high-
lights on tours and the all-
important workshops and
sessions. Full details are in the
program, which is available
on-line along with additional
information at htep://www
.midwestarchives.org/mc/

page.do?sitePageld=102290.

The first day of the conference
will be packed with excitement
from morning until night.
Three workshops and five
tours on Thursday morning
will be followed by the first
plenary event, featuring Lee Bey, who will talk about “Unbuilt Chicago: What
Could Have Been.” After that comes the first three of the meeting’s eighteen
stimulating sessions, along with the first opportunity to browse the goods and
services on offer at the Vendors’ Fair. But wait, as they say, there’s more. Thursday
brings our “Quintessential Chicago” reception, just three blocks from the hotel
at AfterWords Books and its sister store, the Jazz Record Mart. Thursday’s final
official event will be the Students’/ Young Archivists’ Night on the Town, which
will begin after the reception and end—who knows when?

. sy
NCAA baskerball champs return home, 1963. Photo
by Thomas J. Dyba, courtesy Loyola University

Chicago Archives.

Friday’s morning sessions include our first “Open Mike” show-and-tell—an
experiment that may well become a must for every meeting. Then there are
noontime tours, our second plenary event, when Dominic Pacyga will discuss
“Ethnic Chicago: Searching the Roots of Chicago’s Past,” and the inaugural

(Continued on page 3)
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Dear MAC Friends and Colleagues,

The year 2010 has arrived, and a new year always inspires me as “starting over” with a clean slate. I have
just submitted my travel request for Chicago, and I am looking forward to our annual meeting. I always
feel reinvigorated by seeing my colleagues and friends, and I usually manage to learn something new,
too. Plus we are returning to Chicago! For many years, I relied on the knowledge that I would be travel-
ing to Chicago every spring for the MAC meeting and scheduled visits to the Art Institute, my favorite
restaurants—any Indian restaurant or (sigh) the Berghoff—and shopping on Michigan Avenue. So please
take this opportunity to visit the Windy City and enjoy everything our Local Arrangements and Program
committees have planned. These committees have worked long and hard to organize our annual meeting,
so pass along your thanks to these hardworking volunteers.

In fact, volunteers are a major theme for this president’s letter. I have always been impressed by the willingness
of MAC members to step up to the plate and do what needs to be done. We have numerous committees
filled with volunteers who are willing to dedicate their time and effort to their profession. Would you like
to volunteer and become involved with MAC? Then consider this your call to service! There are always
committee slots to be filled, and the more archivists we have involved, then the better and stronger our
organization will be. Membership Committee Chair David McCartney recently appointed Alison Stankrauff
as a volunteer coordinator for the committee in order for us to be more proactive about involving a wide
variety of members. MAC wants you. So please E-mail Alison (astankra@iusb.edu) or me (tzanish@iastate.
edu), and we will do our best to match your skill sets to a need.

Finally, if you are attending the annual meeting, please plan to come to the Members” Meeting scheduled
for Friday at 4:15-5:30 p.M. The Members’ Meeting is our opportunity to share what the organization is
doing on your behalf and how you can be involved. Among the planned events is the presentation of the
Distinguished Service Award. This is your opportunity to honor an archivist who has made a tremendous
contribution to MAC and the archival profession as a whole. The Emeritus Award will also be awarded
and given to those MAC members who, while retired, still exemplify the best that MAC has to give. In
our fast-paced world, it never hurts to take a moment to honor those who deserve it. In addition, I will
give a State-of-MAC address where I will discuss what occurred in 2009, but, more important, the plans
for 2010 and beyond. Finally, we will be having a vote for allowing on-line voting, a presentation on the
new MemberClicks Web system, and information about our future meetings being held in Dayton and
St. Paul. I am looking forward to both meetings. Dayton is close to home for me and is being hosted by
my alma mater, Wright State University; St. Paul is one of my favorite cities, and I am already anticipating
my visit in 2011. But for the time being, see you in Chicago!

Warm regards,

S5 ),
jmJL ?jw.g}(,g‘ f)(, L. 4/%

Tanya Zanish-Belcher
President, Midwest Archives Conference
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Cultural Crossroads
(Continued from page 1)

Student Poster Session with the creators on hand for
discussion. Meanwhile, our vendors will continue
to entice and inform you throughout the day. As a
responsible MAC member, you'll want to attend the
Members’ Meeting Friday afternoon. President Tanya
Zanish-Belcher will deliver the State-of-MAC address,
and members will vote on changes to the constitution
and bylaws, recognize award recipients, and preview
upcoming meetings in Dayton and St. Paul.

Note to new members and lone arrangers—if you
haven’t already signed up for one of the special dining/
hobnobbing opportunities that follow the Members’
Meeting, it wouldn’t hurt to check and see if there’s still
room for one more. And for everyone else, the Local
Arrangements Committee is offering a smorgasbord of
restaurant tours—more info will appear on the blog, and
sign-up sheets will be posted at the registration desk.

Saturday offers two more sets of sessions well worth
waiting for, and then, for those lucky ducks who have
arranged to stay in Chicago a bit longer, the adventure
continues. Even if you've been here many times before,
there are new places, renovated spaces, and the fun of
revisiting a favorite spot or taking in a theatrical or
musical performance. And if you get bored (really?),
there’s always shopping. Adventurous MAC visitors will
benefit from the listings of guided and self-guided tours
suggested by local colleagues and posted on the blog.
And whether you're taking a MAC tour or exploring
Chicago on your own, glance over the helpful travel
tips: how to get a transit card, links to bus and train
schedules, entertainment listings, and more.

Sessions
This is a MAC program both wide and deep, with
workshops and sessions on such topics as working with
specialized formats, working with patrons, expanding
your audience by making your collections accessible
digitally and more inclusive of underrepresented groups,
how to work alone, and how to develop cost-saving col-
laborative projects. May we modestly say that there are
educational offerings relevant to almost every format,
type of repository, and level of experience (including
how to land a job in the first place)—offering practical
tips, case studies, and more. In short, this is a forum on
getting things done. MAC’s Thursday workshops—a
basic-level course on archival reference and advanced
(Continued on page 5)

Organizing data for eloquent presentation! ‘
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The Rediscovery of the Sierra Leone Collection
By Valerie Harris, University of lllinois at Chicago

To borrow from Shiyali Ramamrita Ranganathan’s
third law: every archival collection has its researcher. Of
course, archivists and special collections librarians have
an important and active role in uniting collections and
users. Such was the case with the Sierra Leone collection
at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Library.
Purchased by the library in 1969, it garnered immedi-
ate interest from scholars, but thereafter the collection
languished relatively unknown for years, until recently
rediscovered by Richard Simpson, a professor of political
science at UIC and a former Chicago alderman. His
early research, including his doctoral dissertation, was
about the political landscape of West Africa and Sierra
Leone in particular. With Professor Simpson’s involve-
ment, knowledge of the Sierra Leone collection reached
a tipping point.

What united Simpson with the Sierra Leone collection?
In this case, the answer is Nancy Cirillo, Professor
Emerita of English at UIC and a specialist in postcolonial
literature. Nearly six years ago, the then-director of
Special Collections at UIC Library introduced Cirillo,
who collaborated with the library to curate the H. D.
Carberry Collection of Caribbean Studies, to the Sierra
Leone collection. It was, as she describes it, “exciting news
for a Caribbean scholar.” Her persistence in bringing
her students to the materials in class sessions, arranging
viewings of the collection for new faculty in African
American studies, and alerting Simpson to its existence
led to a series of initiatives and events that really got the
word out to key scholars.

The UIC Library’s Special Collections and University
Archives Department is well used, with staff conducting
more than 3,500 reference transactions about rare books,
personal papers and organizational records, photographs,
and university archives during the past year. The Jane
Addams Hull-House records and neighborhood papers
and photographs comprised the core of the library’s
special collections when it opened in the late 1960s,
and our collecting strengths are in late-nineteenth- and
twentieth-century Chicago history, social services,
politics, and culture. This local focus of UIC special
collections underscores the surprise and wonder UIC
students and faculty studying the transatlantic slave
trade and African colonization felt when they found the
profoundly rich Sierra Leone collection so close to home.
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The content and context of the collection definitely are
cause for excitement. Sierra Leone was not only a major
port of the British slave trade—one reason the founding
of the colony was officially supported—it was also directly
linked to the Caribbean in that leg of the Middle Passage.
The Sierra Leone collection has thus opened a new Atlantic
perspective on the work being done with Caribbean stud-
ies and has offered insight into the intense international
rivalries fueled by the immense wealth generated by the
slave trade. The seven-linear-foot collection documents
the abolition of the British slave trade and the earliest
recorded attempt to resettle freed slaves on the west coast
of Africa. The 60-year span (1780-1840) of materials
covers a period that includes the 1793 Anti-Slavery Act
in British North America (Canada), the abolition of the
transatlantic slave trade, and the eventual abolition of
slavery by the British Parliament. The diverse nature of
materials—slave ship drawings and other graphical rep-
resentations of slavery, antislavery broadsides, abolitionist
correspondence (including letters by William Wilberforce
and Olaudah Equiano), architectural plans for Freetown
drawn by Granville Sharp, diaries and journals of voyages
and of daily life, colonial legal documents, land grant
deeds, petitions, ship charters, and royal warrants and
treaties against the slave trade—yields a rare insight into
the complex nature of the founding of the colony as both
an idealistic gesture to create a community for English
freed blacks and a colonial presence for a government
that would become deeply invested in spreading its power.
These documents are central to the history of Sierra Leone
as a free nation.

In November 2008, Professor Simpson arranged a visit
from Sierra Leonean scholars attending the African Studies
Association conference in Chicago to view the collection.
Their excitement upon seeing these previously unknown
documents generated new ideas for making the material
more widely accessible. Since then a comprehensive digi-
tization project has been undertaken, with approximately
30 pages and accompanying transcriptions available on
the CARLI Digital Collections Web site, http://www.uic
.edu/depts/lib/sleo/. Selections are also available on Flickr,
htep://www.flickr.com/photos/uicdigital/. Cirillo has
played a leading role in the recruitment of undergraduates
and graduate students to transcribe the letters and diaries,
many of which are difficult to read either because of fading
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ink, archaic eighteenth- and nineteenth-century handwrit-
ing, or a combination of the two. These students have
become deeply invested in bringing these documents to a
wider audience, and the library continues to seek funding
for providing internships and technical support to complete
the transcription and digitization of the collection. When
completed, the library will provide full digital access to the
collection to the library at the University of Sierra Leone
in Freetown.

As Alice Schreyer of the University of Chicago Library
pointed out in the article “The Lost Chicagoan: Found

in the Library,” which appeared in the April 2009 issue
of the ILA Reporter, the serendipitous discovery of books
and documents while browsing the stacks isn’t possible in
the context of special collections, where the collections
remain behind locked doors. Special collections librarians
and archivists face a particular challenge connecting their
collections with readers, but with perseverance, creative
thinking, and collaboration with colleagues outside the
library, we can find satisfaction and success when a new
researcher discovers what's been there all along.

Between-Meeting Council Actions

Council approved the following motion via E-mail
on January 26:

Approve the full minutes of the October 22, 2009,
Council meeting.

President Tanya Zanish-Belcher, with the assent of
Council, created two working groups on January
29. The Development/Investment Working Group
is charged with examining MAC’s development
and investment efforts and making recommenda-
tions for the future to Council. The group will
look at the financial needs for scholarships and
educational programming, and make suggestions
for long-, medium-, and short-term investments
based on that review. The group is to submit
an initial report to Council at its October 2010
meeting with a final report to Council due at
the 2011 annual meeting. Members of the group
will include Matt Blessing (chair), Craig Wright
(through spring 2010), Brenda Burk (through
spring 2010), Dennis Meissner, Bruce Bruemmer,
and the incoming MAC treasurer and develop-
ment officer.

The Marketing Tools Working Group was formed
to assess, review, and develop potential marketing
tools for MAC for the next two to four years.
The group is to provide its report to Council by
the fall of 2010. The group will be cochaired by
Kathy Koch and Joshua Ranger, and members
include Erik Moore, Anke Voss, Shari Christy,
and a to-be-announced Membership Committee
representative.

Cultural Crossroads
(Continued from page 3)

workshops on oral history projects and the assessment of
audiovisual materials—continue the tradition of high-
quality teaching at a rock-bottom price. Workshops fill up
fast, but if you are suffering from nonparticipant’s remorse,
ask if there’s a waiting list and get on it.

Tour Notes

If you've signed up for one of the morning tours on
Thursday or the noon mini-tours on Friday, here are a
couple of reminders. There’s a map of the tour sites in the
January 8 blog post, http://macchicago2010.wordpress
.com/2010/01/08/mac-2010-tours/. The full tour descrip-
tions (with travel directions) are in the MAC program.
Thursday’s tours take place between nine and noon—check
the individual tour for exact times. Remember that the time
reflects the actual start/finish time of the tour, not including
travel time. Tour attendees are responsible for getting to
and from the tour site. Friday’s mini-tours, to a potpourri
of sites within close walking distance of the hotel, all run
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.M.—again, times do not include travel.

A Final Word

During the breaks between sessions, as you drink that
revivifying beverage and take another cookie, remember to
thank our sponsors—the vendors, friends, institutions, and
archival organizations throughout the MAC region who
provided monetary assistance with the conference costs.
As we all know, these events are expensive. MAC’s goal is
to keep registration costs low while offering a high-quality
educational and social experience. It’s not easy to do, but
between the hard work of the Program and Local Arrange-
ments committees and the generosity of our supporters and
members, we've done it again.
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New and Improved MAC Web Site

Last fall, MAC transferred its Web site, http://www
.midwestarchives.org/, to a new platform and host. The
transition was the result of several discussions about how
to make the MAC Web site a place for members to interact
and to increase the transparency of MAC’s actions. MAC
is partnering with MemberClicks, a service for on-line
association management, to provide a more robust Web
site to make your membership in MAC more personalized
and useful.

The new site maintains much of the same navigation as the
previous site to facilitate ease of use. All current members
have a username and password, which are needed to
access the member section. If you have not yet signed in
as a member, please select “Login” and then the “Forgot
your password” link to retrieve your assigned username
(Member ID) and password. You will need to provide
the E-mail address on file. Once you have received your
password, please log in and view your profile to update
your directory listing and change your password.

To get the most out of the new service, members should
become accustomed to logging in whenever they visit the
MAC Web site. This will ensure members are receiving
timely information and are getting the most from their
membership. After successfully signing in to the MAC
Web site as a member, you will be directed to the Member
Section page. From here you may manage your profile,
search or browse the membership directory, go to the new
MAC Forums, and more. A link to the Member Section
appears in the left-hand side navigation after signing in.
Once logged in, all members have access to the following
secure resources.

Update Profile: All MAC members should periodically
check their profile to ensure their contact information is
current. To do so, select the “View Membership Profile”
in the Member Section. You should see your full profile
including username, password, and address (only you can
see all of this information). At the top and bottom of your
profile there is an “Edit” link to make any changes. Be
sure to save any changes to your profile. Please also review
“My Contact Preferences” while updating your profile.

My Message History: As part of your profile, you now have
access to all messages sent to MAC members under the tab
“My Message History.” No longer do you need to search
through your E-mail folders or trash bin to locate a missing
message from MAC. Simply select a message to view.
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Membership Directory: As before, the Membership
Directory is available to members only. Features of the new
directory include browsing capabilities with optional tools
for sorting. Members may also conduct simple keyword
searches or choose “Advanced Search” to narrow a search
by a directory attribute such as state or zip code. Members
can also save their search criteria for future searches.

MAC Forums: The MAC Forums are a new feature that
uses a bulletin board—style message center. All members
have access to the Member Forum boards. There is a
General Forum for members to talk with their colleagues
or discuss recent professional issues, a Meetings Forum for
members to connect prior to a conference or symposium
or to continue a discussion about a particular presentation
or topic, and a Membership Forum where members can
get the most out of their membership by asking questions
and providing feedback. There is also a Public Forum
available to anyone who comes to the MAC site. In the
Public Forum members and nonmembers alike can share
information and post questions about upcoming meetings
and current archival topics.

Calendar: From the Member Section, all members can
view a list of upcoming meetings in a calendar format.
Information about the meetings—including dates, topics,
and contact information—will be available. For those
who use Outlook or another calendar program that uses
vCalendar files, there is a link at the bottom of each event
detail page to add it to your calendar. You may also view
the calendar of upcoming meetings without logging in
by going to the “Meeting” menu option and selecting
“Upcoming Meetings.”

In addition to the above tools within the Member Section,
several of the following are new features that will debut
in the near future.

Committee Management: A new offering from Mem-
berClicks is the ability to create working spaces for MAC
committees, task forces, and programs. Committee
members will be able to send and receive messages, upload
files for review, and manage the committee within a secure
area open to only those on the committee.

Polls and Voting: Also available through the Member-
Clicks platform is the ability to conduct on-line polls
and voting. Although not currently in use, expect to see
a membership poll or on-line vote in the future.



MAC NEWS—continued
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor

Access to Publications: The log-in page for the Web site
allows MAC to authenticate members in order to provide
on-line access to member content. Future plans include
providing access to MAC member publications.

On-line Payment Processing: The content management
system provided by MemberClicks finally allows MAC
to accept real time on-line credit card payments for reg-
istration and membership dues. New on-line forms will
incorporate these payment transactions and will verify
them through a secure, encrypted payment processor.
Members will be able to track their transactions under
the “My Form Receipts” tab in their profile.

Additional features that support MAC members will be
continually evaluated and added to the site as appropriate.
Please note that personal bookmarks to individual pages
and documents from the previous site are no longer active.
Please update accordingly. Also, some content from past
meetings, including submitted presentations, is still in the
process of being converted and transferred. If you have
any questions, comments, or suggestions, or problems
accessing the site, please contact MAC Web Master Erik
Moore at moorel44@umn.edu.

Motley Scholarship Committee
Seeks Members

The Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship Commit-
tee for Minority Students is seeking volunteers to
serve a two-year term with the chance of a second
term. The purpose of the scholarship is to foster
ethnic diversity within the archival profession by
providing financial assistance to students of color.
Recipients receive $750 and a one-year membership
to MAC. Established in 1994, the scholarship was
renamed in honor of Archie Motley (1934-2002),
a MAC founder and a leading activist archivist. To
volunteer or for more information, please contact
Chair Kimberly Neuenschwander at neuenskm@

notes.dayton.edu.

ARCHI
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Digitization of Archival Issues

It may not be optimized for the iPad (yet), but Archival Issues
(AI) is going digital. Last month, the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collections (UWDC), in response to a proposal
forwarded by UW-Milwaukee, agreed to digitize all back
issues of Al and Midwestern Archivist (predecessor to Al)
and place them in their institutional repository. Centered
at UW-Madison, the UWDC is the primary digitization
program of the 26-campus UW System. New articles will
be placed in the repository after a moratorium period. While
the full text of A7since 1992 has been available to Wilson’s
Library Literature & Information Science Full Textsubscribers
for some time, this new resource will provide full-page images
(as PDF files) of our scholarly journal for free and make them
discoverable via Google and OAI harvesters. The articles
will each be cataloged and organized separately, as will the
publication reviews and front matter. By adding this title to
its trusted repository, the UW System is offering its good faith
effort to preserve the materials into the future.

The UWDC agreed to add this title at no cost to MAC in
support of the program’s mission to make research materials
important to its graduate and undergraduate students avail-
able on-line. There are two library science programs in the
state system, both with active distance education activities.
The reformatting will begin this year using a duplicate set
of the journals provided by the MAC Archives at UW-
Milwaukee. As part of the process, the UWDC will provide
MAC with a full set of the original images for its own use.
MAC is pleased that the UWDC sees the value in this title
and extends its sincere gratitude to the program for their
services. MAC also thanks Michael Doylen and his staff at
the Archives Department at UW-Milwaukee Libraries for
their assistance in coordinating the digitization process. The
UWDC expects the first of these materials to be available
on-line by summer 2010.

Want to Build a Thriving Archival
Program? Ask Your Users How!

Want to know what your users are thinking? Join fel-
low MACers in Dayton, Ohio, October 22—October
23! The fall symposium, cosponsored with Wright
State University, will be held at the university’s Nutter
Center. During the day-and-a-half-long symposium,
you will learn not only how to study the interests and
opinions of your users but also to apply that informa-
tion to improve repository services. Through presenta-
tions, group discussions, and hands-on activities, you
will develop an understanding of the fundamental
methodologies and the practical skills necessary for
successful implementation of archival user studies.
Our presenters and facilitators, including Rick Pifer,
Chris Prom, Ciaran Trace, and Beth Yakel, will train
you to gather the data you need to make informed
decisions based on the priorities and needs of your
users. Upon completion of the symposium, you will
return to your repository with a draft user survey that
you can administer quickly, easily, and confidently.

To kick off the symposium, there will be a Thursday
evening reception at the Hilton Garden Inn (also the
attendee hotel), which was built in 2009. The hotel is
centrally located across from the Fairfield Commons
Mall and within two miles of the Nutter Center. The
hotel also includes a microwave and mini-refrigerator
in each room. Reconnect with old friends and make
new ones at this “special focus on users” symposium.
Check MAC’s Web site in the coming months for
more details.

Archival

Archival Issues Needs You

Issues

Journal of the

Midwest Archives Conference

Volume 31, Numb
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Mary Higgins Clark, Dan Brown . . . you? You’ll never be able to join the ranks
of famous authors if you never publish. So why not submit an article to MAC’s
Archival Issues? It’s got everything you need for success—a place to write
about what you know, gentle editors, and a devoted readership. What have you
got to lose! We are always interested in submissions or even just in preliminary
ideas. Please contact Archival Issues Editorial Board Chair William J. Maher at
w-maher @illinois.edu.
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Vice President’s Column: MAC Meetings Update
Douglas Bicknese, Vice President, Midwest Archives Conference

MAC is getting ready to come home to Chicago once
again—has it really been five years? The programs, speak-
ers, and tours are all in place. Be sure to see the program
preview in this newsletter—as usual, there will be a mix
of sessions and workshops for newcomers to the profession
and for veteran archivists as well. For those of you who
can’t make the tours (or who can’t get enough), be sure
to see the additional Chicago highlights found on the
meeting blog at http://macchicago2010.wordpress.com/.

Dayton, Ohio, October 22-23, 2010

The 2010 symposium will focus on the timely topic of
learning more about your users and their needs. In an
era of changing technologies and user expectations, how
do we know where to focus our limited resources to get
the best results? Will researchers continue to come to our
facilities if we give them what we think they need instead
of what #hey think they need? Through presentations,
group discussions, and hands-on activities at Wright
State University’s Nutter Center, you will develop an
understanding of the fundamental methodologies and the
practical skills necessary for successful implementation of
archival user studies. The presenters and facilitators will
train you to gather the data you need to make informed
decisions based on the priorities and needs of your users.
Upon completion of the symposium, you will return to
your repository with a draft user survey that you can
administer quickly, easily, and confidently.

St. Paul, Minnesota, April 28-30, 2011

The 2011 annual meeting continues to fall into place. The
Local Arrangements Committee, chaired by Ann Kenne
and Karen Spilman, has been very busy. The meeting will
be held at the Crowne Plaza St. Paul-Riverfront hotel and
the reception at the famous Wabasha Street Caves, one of
the more unique facilities in the Twin Cities. Lynn Smith
and Alison Stankrauff have assembled the Program Com-
mittee and will issue a call for proposals this summer, so
if you think of any ideas, be sure to contact them!

2011 Fall Symposium

At the time of publication, MAC is still finalizing the
2011 symposium topic and location. One of the keys to
MACs success is the willingness of its members to step
forward with innovative meeting ideas. If you have an
idea for a symposium topic or meeting location, be sure
to check out the meeting planning portion of the MAC

Web site. The meeting planning
manuals contain templates for
meeting proposals and numerous tips on planning a
successful meeting.

Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 19-21, 2012

Nancy Richard and Portia Vescio have assembled a Local
Arrangements Committee and have hit the ground run-
ning. The 2012 annual meeting will be held at the Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel, situated near the Grand River in
downtown Grand Rapids and located near the Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Museum, the brand new Grand Rapids
Art Museum, and many other museums and cultural at-
tractions. Keep your eyes open for additional information
on the reception site, tours, and other meeting attractions.

Remember that MAC meetings are grassroots efforts. If
you'd like to bring MAC to your neighborhood, or have
ideas for a symposium topic, feel free to contact me at
douglas.bicknese@nara.gov.

EEMAC

Midwest Archives Conference

Upcoming MAC Meeting Sites
and Dates

Annual Meeting, 2010

Chicago, lllinois
April 22-24, 2010

Fall Symposium, 2010
Dayton, Ohio
October 22-23, 2010

Annual Meeting, 2011

St. Paul, Minnesota
April 28-30, 2011

Annual Meeting, 2012
Grand Rapids, Michigan

April 19-21, 2012 |
//
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TREASURER’S REPORT—Craig Wright
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library

MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE

Treasurer’s Note:

Beginning of Year Assets

The cash statement will appear in the July newsletter.

BALANCE SHEET 2009
$ 195,490.86

10

Operating Budget 2010

Chase Checking

44,678.25

INCOME
Advertising $ 4,000.00
Mailing Lists 375.00
Gifts: General Fund 100.00
Gifts: Emeritus 500.00
Gifts: Bowen 200.00
Gifts: Motley 1,500.00
Savings Account Interest 5.00
Meetings (Gross)

Spring 35,000.00

Fall 7,500.00
Memberships 32,000.00
Other 0.00
Royalities 1,000.00
Total m
EXPENSES
Administration $ 600.00
Ballot 1,300.00
Bank Charges 250.00
Contract Services: DMN 16,223.00
Contributions: NCH 1,000.00
Credit Card Fees 0.00
Development Coordinator 0.00
Insurance 2,851.00
Journal 6,000.00
Journal Award 500.00
Meetings (Gross)

Spring 28,000.00

Fall 5,500.00
MemberClicks 2,142.00
New Members Programs 800.00
Newsletter 16,000.00
PIO 0.00
Presidents’ Award/DSA 150.00
Scholarships 2,750.00
Secretarial Expenses 1,000.00
Vendor Coordinator 50.00
Web Site 30.00
Total $85,096.00

MAC Newsletter  April 2010

Bank of America Checking 62,724.29

Lincoln Investment Accounts

Invested Reserves 36,298.91
Operating Reserves 25,450.97
Bowen Scholarship Fund 12,460.19
Motley Scholarship Fund ~ 13,878.25
Assets as of December 31, 2009 $ 220,031.89
Chase Checking 74,695.57

Bank of America Checking ~ 31,344.46

Lincoln Investment Accounts

Invested Reserves 45,113.37
Operating Reserves 32,050.55
Bowen Scholarship Fund 20,001.06
Motley Scholarship Fund 16,826.88
Excess Cash Receipts (Over)
Disbursements $ 24,541.03

Protect.
Preserve.

Let The Whole
World Know.

Microfiche, microfilm and aperture card scanners
Walk-up book scanners and book copiers

Robotic book scanners =

Archive writers

High and low-volume document scanners |

Full-service conversion bureau ZEUTSCHEL
1200C Al

Parts and supplies
Technical support on all equipment

240-215-0224 MEKEL
: TECHNOLOGY
info@thecrowleycompany.com MACH V
www.thecrowleycompany.com

Book Scanner

Strip Scanner

AGFA e Extek Microsystems ¢ HF Processors e InoTec ¢ IRIS
Kodak ¢ Mekel Technology ¢ Qidenus ¢ S-T Imaging ¢ Zeutschel




Archival Resources on the Web—adam Groves, Assistant Editor,

Illinois Fire Service Institute

Contact Adam Groves at agroves@uiuc.edu if you would like to guest-author a column or have a good idea to share.

Digital Tour of the Windy City: Chicago on the World Wide Web
By Erin Vandenberg, DePaul University

When you think of Chicago, you probably think of
several things: mobsters, baseball, Chicago-style pizza,
Lake Michigan, and the Magnificent Mile. Or perhaps
you think of the Great Chicago Fire, the 1968 Democratic
Convention, the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, or
the city’s architecture. Chicago’s history includes all of this
and more, and information about much of the city’s past
can be found within many on-line archival collections.
For those of you attending the 2010 annual meeting in
the Windy City, the following Web sites will help you
delve into Chicago’s history before your trip. If you cannot
attend the meeting, hopefully these Web sites will tide you
over until you can visit “Chi-town” in person. Chicago
truly is the “Cultural Crossroads,” as you will discover as
you journey through Web sites devoted to well-known and
not-so-well-known historical events, people, and places.

Not only is Chicago an easy city to get to, thanks to its
convenient Midwest location, it is also an easy city to
navigate due to the carefully planned grid system of streets
and avenues. 7he Encyclopedia of Chicago, a collaborative
digital project between the Chicago History Museum, the
Newberry Library, and Northwestern University, includes
a special feature about Chicago’s grid system, http://www
.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/410049.html.
This resource documents the grid system with images of
artifacts, maps, buildings, and aerial photographs, and
an interactive copy of the 1837 Act of Incorporation for
the City of Chicago. Additionally, if you're interested
in learning more about city planning and Chicago, the
encyclopedia also includes many other maps and a section
on Daniel H. Burnham, the author of the 1909 Plan of
Chicago, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/
pages/10537.html. The Art Institute of Chicago Special
Collections also has an extensive Burnham collection
in its Ryerson and Burnham Digital Collections, http://
www.artic.edu/aic/libraries/research/specialcollections/
digitalcollections/, along with materials related to other
architects who left their marks on the city, including Frank
Lloyd Wright and Louis H. Sullivan. These on-line collec-
tions allow users to view photographs, slides, architectural
drawings, papers, and oral histories documenting the
history of Chicago’s architecture and architects.

Other people who have shaped the history of Chicago
include Jane Addams, the founder of Hull House, and
George Pullman, inventor of the Pullman Sleeping Car.
Photographs of Hull House and six other settlement
houses have been digitized by the University of Illinois
at Chicago Special Collections Department as part of
an on-line exhibit titled “Changing Neighborhoods:
Photographs of Social Reform from 7 Chicago Settle-
ment Houses,” http://www.uic.edu/depts/lib/specialcoll/
exhibits/7settlements/. Around the same time that Addams
established Hull House, Pullman built his eponymous
planned industrial community. The Web site for the
Pullman State Historic Site, http://www.pullman-museum
.org/, includes photographs, maps, oral histories, and other
images that document the town (now part of Chicago),
the residents, and the Pullman Company.

While you're exploring the city, you may begin to wonder
about the inhabitants of the past. The American Memory
project at the Library of Congress, in conjunction with
the Chicago History Museum, provides access to more
than 55,000 photographs taken by Chicago Daily News
photographers between 1902 and 1933, http://memory
Joc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/. These digitized
photographs depict many aspects of Chicago life and
can be searched by keyword or browsed by subject or
name. The Web site also includes several on-line exhibits,
developed by Chicago History Museum staff, featuring
images from the collection that depict such subjects as
football, Christmas, newsboys, and a variety of other
topics. On its own Web site, http://www.chicagohistory
.org/history/index.html, the Chicago History Museum
features additional impressive exhibits about the Great
Chicago Fire, the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and the Black Sox baseball scandal.

Chicago has had many newspapers come and go during
its history, but the Hyde Park Herald has been reporting
about the Hyde Park neighborhood on Chicago’s South
Side since 1882. Every known available issue of the paper
has been digitized, http://hpherald.com/archive/. Access is
free and open to the public, and the Web site features full
text searching. Each issue is available in multiple formats,

(Continued on page 12)
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ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—continued
Adam Groves, Assistant Editor.

(Continued from page 11)

and users can view individual articles or full newspaper
pages, browse tables of contents, or download PDFs.

Hyde Park is just one of the many neighborhoods and
community areas that make up the city of Chicago.
During the 1990s, Mayor Richard M. Daly officially
defined many of these areas with banners, signs, and
structures designating the “entrances” and boundaries,
to help highlight each neighborhood’s own culture and
history. According to The Encyclopedia of Chicago, there
are 77 of these community areas, and the encyclopedia
discusses the history and development of each, htep://
www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1760.html.
These neighborhoods are also documented in the Chi-
cago Public Library’s (CPL) Digital Collections, http://
www.chipublib.org/images/index.php, including images
from several neighborhoods such as Lake View (home
to Wrigley Field and the subarea of “Wrigleyville”) and
Ravenswood (a subarea of the Lincoln Square and Lake
View community areas that was designed to be one of the
first of Chicago’s commuter suburbs). The CPLs Digital
Collections also include photographs depicting many
well-known Chicago landmarks and people, and the site
can be browsed by decade, person, and general “around
the city” subjects.

In addition to the different cultures represented in the
various neighborhood areas, Chicago also has a multitude
of colleges and universities that bring people from all over
the world to the city. The Columbia College Chicago Oral
History Project documents higher education in the city,
focusing on the history and contributions of the institution
since 1960. Transcripts of these oral history interviews
are located on-line, http://www.lib.colum.edu/archives/
oralhistory/index.php, including one narrated by Dominic
Pacyga, one of the plenary speakers for the 2010 annual
meeting. The transcripts are presented in alphabetical
order, and list the name, interview date, and narrator’s
position at Columbia College; the interviews offer useful
glimpses into the many different types of people and
viewpoints that can be found in Chicago.

The various ethnic and cultural museums and archives in
Chicago provide further evidence of the city’s diversity.
For example, the Vivian Harsh Research Collection
at the Chicago Public Library’s Woodson Regional
Branch, http://www.chipublib.org/branch/details/library/
woodson-regional/p/FeatHarsh/, is an important resource
for local African American history that includes original
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manuscripts, microfilm research collections, the Heritage
Press Archives, and digitized photographs that were origi-
nally taken during the Chicago Renaissance, http://www
.chipublib.org/images/chicagorenaissance/index.php. The
DuSable Museum of African-American History’s Web site
features photographs and descriptions of past and current
exhibits, including an exhibit on Harold Washington,
Chicago’s first black mayor, http://www.dusablemuseum
.org/exhibits/current/. The Japanese American Service
Committee Legacy Center has partnered with the Japanese
American National Museum’s Discover Nikkei Project
to place on the Internet historical images of Japanese
American sports leagues and teams in Chicago from the
1940s through the 1980s, http://www.discovernikkei.org/
nikkeialbum/en/node/9543/.

Finally, for those of you interested in the criminal side of
Chicago history, the Chicago History Museum’s History
Files include an on-line exhibit about Al Capone, complete
with photographs and artifacts from the Prohibition era,
hetp://www.chicagohistory.org/history/capone.html. An
even darker look into the criminal element of Chicago
can be found at Northwestern University School of Law’s
“Homicide in Chicago 1870-1930” Web site, http://
homicide.northwestern.edu/, which serves as an excellent
example of an on-line exhibit that was created through
collaboration among archives, libraries, and outside agen-
cies. Handwritten police records from the Chicago Police
Archives and the Illinois State Archives are included in this
exhibit, and additional newspaper clippings, photographs,
and court documents from various libraries and special
collections provide a glimpse into a seedier side of the city
that is rarely shared.

As you can see, these on-line collections cross many
topics and formats and tell many stories about the city
of Chicago. Hopefully they have whetted your appetite
for everything the Cultural Crossroads has to offer. And
maybe you’ll find that, to paraphrase Frank Sinatra,
Chicago is your kind of town, too!

Erin Vandenberg is the director of records management at
DePaul University in Chicago.



News from the Midwest—audrey McKanna Coleman, University of Kansas,

and Troy Eller, Wayne State, Assistant Editors

Please submit “News from the Midwest” items for Illinois, lowa, Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Obio to
Troy Eller at troy.eller@wayne.edu, and items for Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri,
South Dakota, and Wisconsin to Audrey McKanna Coleman at amcoleman@ku.edu.

e

Troy at troy.eller@wayne.edu.

\

Good-bye and Welcome

Heidi Butler has stepped down as assistant editor for News from the
Midwest and is busy adjusting to life and a new archives job in a land far,
far away from the Midwest—the United Arab Emirates! See People and
Posts on page 28 for more info. Many thanks to Heidi for wrangling news
from her six states since the October 2005 issue.

Stepping in is Troy Eller from the Walter P. Reuther Library at Wayne
State University. Welcome, Troy! MACers from Illinois, lowa, Michigan,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and Ohio are encouraged to send their news to

A\

_

ILLINOIS

National Archives and

Records Administration-Great
Lakes Region (NARA)

NARA is pleased to announce that
one of its volunteers, Ann Patricia
Dutffy, recently won the National
Archives Weidman Outstanding Vol-
unteer Service Award after spending
270 hours processing and improving
access to Record Group 291, Records
of the Federal Property Resources
Service—Chicago. These records
document the sale of federal property
across six Midwest states, and include
valuable information on decommis-
sioned lighthouses, military facilities,
post offices, airfields, research labs,
and production facilities formerly
owned by the federal government.
Using the records was often a time-
consuming task for researchers be-
cause information on a single piece of
property is often spread over multiple
accessions, which arrive with minimal
information. Duffy took the lead in
arranging the holdings maintenance
work and entered information about
each property into a spreadsheet that

integrates the numerous small acces-
sions found in this record group along
with key identifying information
about each property.

Rotary International

Rotary International has teamed
up with Google to make nearly 100
years of its flagship magazine, the
Rotarian, available on-line. Full-color,
searchable scans of all issues of the
magazine from 1911 to 2008 are now
available through Google Books. The
collaboration is part of an initiative
to make Rotary’s historical resources
more accessible to its worldwide
constituents. Additionally, a new
on-line timeline of Rotary history is
now available at http://www.rotary
.org/history/.

INDIANA

Allen County Public Library
(ACPL)

When ACPL took responsibility for
housing, preserving, and making
accessible the research collection for-
merly owned by Fort Wayne’s Lincoln
Museum, the library pledged to “digi-

tize everything.” Since “everything”
includes more than 20,000 books
and pamphlets, several thousand
photographs, more than 10,000 pages
of nineteenth-century newspapers,
and extensive manuscript collections
and vertical files, that digitization
project is substantial. The first 145
photographs from the collection are
now on the ACPL Web site. Most of
these images are from the Lincoln
Family Album Collection and are
photos owned by four generations
of the Abraham Lincoln family. In
addition, more than 600 books and
pampbhlets are accessible on-line, with
more being digitized every day at the
Internet Archive facility located at
ACPL. Current digitization is funded
by a Library Services and Technol-
ogy Act (LSTA) grant and by the
Friends of the Lincoln Collection
in Indiana. http://gotobig.com/acpl/

lincolncollection/

Indiana Historical Society
(IHS)

During the last quarter of 2009, the
37 digital collections created with
CONTENTdm surpassed 38,000
images, 25 new manuscript and visual
collection guides were placed on-line,
198 printed items were cataloged
(available through the Web site and
OPAC), 188 new Indiana-related
collections were accessioned, and
more than 40,000 Web site page
hits per month were recorded. http://
www.indianahistory.org/library/. On
March 20, IHS opened the Indiana
Experience featuring unique “time
travel” exhibition programs such
as “Destination Indiana,” using
touch screen technology to explore

(Continued on page 14)
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—continued

Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors

(Continued from page 13)

hundreds of collections items ar-
ranged in geographic and topical
journeys, and “You Are There,” to
re-create the content of a photograph
. «q . » . . .

in “life-size” three dimensions with
first-person interpretation. htep://
www.indianahistory.org/experience/

Indiana University (IU)

The Black Film Center/Archive
(BFC/A) moved to its new home in
the Wells Library on the IU-Bloom-
ington campus on January 7. The
new space has a classroom; a seminar
room; a quiet research room; office
space for a visiting filmmaker/scholar,
the director, and archivist; work space
for interns; an equipment room; and
a climate-controlled storage room for
collections.

From March 1 to 5, the BEC/A
hosted African filmmakers Gaston
Kaboré (Burkina Faso), Euzhan
Palcy (Martinique), Joseph Gai
Ramaka (Senegal), and Jean-Marie
Teno (Cameroon) as part of a forum,
“From the Postcolonial to the Global
Postmodern: African & Caribbean
Francophone Filmmakers and Schol-
ars in Conversation.” During the
week, the filmmakers screened and
discussed their films in workshops,
in conversation with each other,
and with film scholars Mybe Cham,

Kenneth Harrow, and Francoise Pfaff.

On March 24-25, the BFC/A hosted
a symposium examining two films
in depth—7The Spook Who Sat by
the Door and Nothing But a Man.
Guests and speakers included Sam
Greenlee, who wrote the book and
screenplay and coproduced The Spook
Who Sat by the Door, and Robert M.
Young, who cowrote and coproduced
Nothing But a Man. Future issues of
Black Camera: An International Film
Journal, published by the BFC/A in

conjunction with Indiana University
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Press, will feature sections dedicated
to papers generated and presented at
both events.

Purdue University

Purdue University Libraries Archives
and Special Collections will be of-
fering the exhibit “Amelia Earhart:
The Aviator, the Advocate, and the
Icon,” through May 28. This exhibit,
cohosted with the Purdue Women’s
Resource Office, opened in March
to coincide with Women’s History
Month events on campus. Featuring
rare historic documents, photo-
graphs, and memorabilia, the exhibit
explores Earhart’s enduring legacy
and chronicles her aviation accom-
plishments, her work as a role model
and career counselor for students at
Purdue, and her advocacy on behalf of
women’s rights. The exhibit includes
items primarily from Purdue’s George
Palmer Putnam Collection of Amelia
Earhart Papers, which is the world’s
largest collection of Amelia Earhart
papers, photos, memorabilia, and
artifacts.

IOWA

lowa State University (ISU)

In support of ISU’s campus-wide
Live Green! Initiative declared by
President Gregory Geoffroy in 2008,
the Special Collections Department
has created a subject guide of environ-
ment and sustainability-related rare
books, manuscripts, and university
archives collections. These rare books
and collections demonstrate an ongo-
ing concern with the environment
throughout the twentieth century,
particularly in the state of Iowa, and
cover such topics as soil and water
conservation, alternative and efficient
energy usage, recycling, wildlife
protection, ecology, and sustainable

agriculture. Included are records of
the Environtology Council, Citizens
United for Responsible Energy,
National Association of Conservation
Districts, and Iowans for Returnable
Beverage Containers, as well as
records related to the Live Green!
Initiative. The department also
holds individuals’ papers, includ-
ing conservationist and botanist
Ada Hayden, ornithologists Walter
Rosene and Philip DuMont, and soil
conservationist Hugh Hammond
Bennett. http://www.lib.iastate.edu/
spcl/collections/sustainability.html

KENTUCKY

Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives (KDLA)
In November 2009, the KDLA
completed a two-year grant from
the Library of Congress’s National
Digital Information Infrastructure
and Preservation Program to preserve
information currently stored in the
Kentucky Geography Network as
well as other maps and data stored
in state and local agency repositories.
KDLA worked with the Kentucky
Department of Geographic Informa-
tion, Kentucky State University, and
counterpart institutions in two other
states to promote preservation of and
access to geospatial content through
aresearch project named GeoMAPP,
http://www.geomapp.net/.

Under the leadership of the North
Carolina Center for Geographic In-
formation and Analysis, partners from
the archives, library, and geospatial
communities in Kentucky, Utah, and
North Carolina have explored ways
to inventory and identify “at-risk”
content and developed best practices
to preserve that data. KDLA used its
portion of the grant to create a techni-



NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—continued

Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors

cal infrastructure for accessioning
data with historical value. During the
project, staff revised records retention
schedules for both state and local
agencies. Additionally, the archives
accessioned two years of quarterly
data snapshots of the state system,
numerous static maps, and several
project files, as well as completing
memorandums of agreement with
two local consortiums to protect their
GIS records. KDLA plans to continue
to participate in an extension of this
project in 2010, with the objective
of improving access through various
Web tools.

University of Louisville (UL)

The UL Libraries announces four
new digital collections. The Dwight
Anderson Music Library Collection
includes a guest book containing
more than 900 signatures from
visitors to the UL School of Music
over a 60-year period (1948-2009),
including guest artists, composers,
lecturers, and dignitaries. Full-text
searchable documents accompany the
signature pages, listing out the signa-
tories by page number, alphabetically
by last name, and with annotations.
heep://digital.library.louisville.edu/

collections/music/

The August 2009 Flood Collection
contains 210 selected digital im-
ages and three digital videos from
an archived community collection
devoted to documenting one of the
worst floods in Louisville’s history. A
Google map links the flood images
with their locations. http://digital
library.louisville.edu/collections/

flood/

The André Jeunet Collection of 205
images captured by French soldier
André Jeunet during World War
I includes pictures of soldiers and
civilians in northeastern France in

1915-1917 and the Balkans in 1917-
1919. http://digital.library.louisville

.edu/collections/jeunet/

The Royal Photo Company Collec-
tion debuts with 1,850 images taken
by the Louisville commercial photo
studio between 1937 and 1946. The
remaining negatives (dating through
1972) are being scanned in chronolog-
ical order, and the digital collection
will be updated in phases as groups
of scans are cataloged and completed.
http://digital.library.louisville.edu/

collections/royal/

MICHIGAN

Grand Valley State University
(GVSUL)

The National Endowment for the
Humanities has awarded a “We the
People” grant to the GVSU Special
Collections and University Archives
in support of a preservation assess-
ment of its D. J. Angus Collection.
Angus (1887-1966) was a founder
of the Esterline-Angus Company of
Indianapolis and a part-time resident
of Grand Haven, Michigan. The
Angus photograph and film collection
is comprised of approximately 10,000
images taken between 1902 and
1962 by the “vagabond electrician”
and group of friends who shared his
curiosity about the world of science
and engineering. The majority of the
images were taken in and around In-
dianapolis and Grand Haven, and on
month-long camping trips and fam-
ily vacations throughout the United
States and Mexico between 1910 and
the late 1930s. Angus documented the
construction of a number of dams,
mills, and bridges throughout the
country; natural phenomena such
as geysers, lava fields, canyons, and
craters; and the aftermath of floods,

shipwrecks, tornados, and cyclones
throughout the Midwest. He also
took still and moving images of
cliff-dwellings and Aztec ruins in
the Southwest and pre-Columbian
pyramids in New Mexico. A portion
of the images have been digitized and
are available on-line. http://wwwgvsu
.edu/library/digitalcollections/

Michigan State University
(MSU)

The University Archives & Historical
Collections (UAHC) was awarded
a $251,079 grant by the National
Historical Publications and Records
Commission to accession, preserve,
and provide access to a significant
portion of the university’s perma-
nent records that are created and
maintained in electronic form. The
team will build a Web site to inform
colleagues of the project’s progress
and share monthly reports and deliv-
erables from the project.

Since July 2009, a collaboration of
the UAHC, MSU Libraries, and
the MATRIX digital humanities
research center has engaged in a
university-wide digital curation plan-
ning (DCP) project. The yearlong
project began with a questionnaire
targeted to technical administrators
and content creators and interviews
with several units that reported the
use of content management systems
and/or digital repository software.
The digital curation practices revealed
by the interviews are expected to
be leveraged by other academic and
administrative units and to pave the
way for the development of institu-
tional standards and guidelines and a
federation of repositories at Michigan
State University.

On the Banks of the Red Cedar Web site
went live in January and now provides
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

quick and easy on-line access to docu-
ments, images, film, and audio mate-
rials related to the history of Michigan
State University. New content is
added daily, http://onthebanks.msu
.edu/. The Archives@MSU blog pro-
vides information on current events,
public hours, and collection news,
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com/.
The Archives is also on Facebook,
heep://www.facebook.com/pages/
East-Lansing-MI/Michigan-State-
University-Archives/52451906185/.

Michigan Technological
University (MTU)

The MTU Archives & Copper Coun-
try Historical Collections recently
launched two new exhibits. A traveling
exhibit about the life and times of
Calumet photographer J. W. Nara
premiered at a special event in De-
cember at MTU’s J. R. Van Pelt and
Opie Library. As well as documenting
the constructed industrial landscape,
Nara’s lens captured the area’s rural
countryside, local farms, shorelines,
lighthouses, and pastoral back roads.
The exhibit will travel to libraries,
museums, and schools throughout
Upper Michigan. The exhibit, “A
Sense of Place,” addresses four themes:
early life on the Keweenaw Peninsula;
copper miners and the mines in which
they labored; the changing face of the
Michigan Tech campus; and the com-
munities that are home to longtime
residents and students.

Four researchers will receive Michigan
Tech Archives Travel Grants this
year. Research topics include the
relationship between representations
of three-dimensional data and the flow
of information within an organiza-
tion; the practice of nineteenth- and
twentieth-century medicine in a
remote industrial community; the
regional work of Michigan architect

16 MAC Newsletter * April 2010

D. Fred Charlton; and the politics
and economics of community devel-
opment during an era of industrial
decline.

The Archives also launched a new
blog this year to capture and share
information on its collections, staff,
and projects. http://blogs.mtu.edu/
archives/

University of Michigan (UM)

The Norton Strange Townshend
Family Papers are now open for
research at the William L. Clements
Library. This collection documents
the political, educational, agricultural,
and social activities of Norton Strange
Townshend (1815-1895); his wife,
Margaret Bailey Townshend; and
several generations of related families
in northern Ohio and elsewhere.
Norton Strange Townshend had a
long career, which included antislavery
activism, political involvement in the
local Liberty and Free Soil parties and
in the U.S. House of Representatives,
work on the Underground Railroad,
a role as a medical inspector in the
Civil War, and advocacy of scientific
training for farmers. In addition to
a wealth of nineteenth-century pri-
mary sources such as correspondence,
diaries, published and unpublished
writings, ephemera, and photographs,
the collection contains 34 letters
from Townshend’s friend and men-
tor, Cincinnatian Salmon P. Chase,
and a number of daguerreotypes by
Townshend’s brother-in-law, renowned
photographer Thomas M. Easterly.
In conjunction with the opening of
the papers, an on-line exhibit entitled
“Honest Independence’ The Life of
Norton Strange Townshend” has been
created in order to showcase some of
the collection’s treasures and provide
biographical information on Townsh-
end. http://www.clements.umich.edu/

Exhibits/townshend/index.html

Wayne State University (WSU)
The Reuther Library at WSU an-
nounces that abstracts and finding
aids for all open collections are now
available on its Web site. In January,
the Reuther hosted the launch party
for Living Detroit, a project of the
WSU Honors College, with the
support of the Luella Hannan Memo-
rial Foundation and numerous WSU
departments and organizations. The
project was developed to preserve the
history of Detroit through oral history
interviews with longtime residents
of Detroit. Students will continue
to conduct interviews with Detroit
residents, and participants will be able
to contribute stories directly through
the Living Detroit Web site. http://

www.livingdetroit.wayne.edu/

The AFSCME Office of the Secretary-
Treasurer: Gordon Chapman/Joseph
Ames Records, 1944-1973 are open
for research. Records in this collection
relate to the chartering, organizing,
placement under trusteeship, and
disbanding of thousands of locals and
councils in the United States, Puerto
Rico, Panama, and Canada.

MINNESOTA

University of Minnesota (UM)

The UM Libraries have received fund-
ing to digitize the Norman E. Borlaug
Papers and selections from the papers
of E. C. Stakman, Helen Hart, and
John Gibler, and records from the
department of Plant Pathology. These
collections, held in University Ar-
chives, will form an on-line resource
that conveys the Minnesota roots of
the “Green Revolution,” a term coined
in the 1960s to describe worldwide
advances in food crop production
that began in the 1940s and saved
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millions of people from starvation.
The project, which will be completed
by May 2011, is being supported by
a $27,667 Minnesota Historical and
Cultural Grant, a program supported
by the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy
Amendment. Approved by Minnesota
voters in November 2008, the state
constitutional amendment provides
for an increase in the Minnesota state
sales tax to support outdoor heritage,
clean water, parks, and trails, as well
as arts, history, and cultural heritage.

MISSOURI

St. Louis University (SLU)

The fully processed Kurt von Schus-
chnigg Manuscript Collection is now
open. Schuschnigg, the embattled
Austrian chancellor who failed to
stave off the takeover of his country
by Nazi Germany in 1938, spent years
in concentration camps along with his
wife and young daughter, who was
born at Dachau. From 1948 to 1967
he was a professor in the SLU political
science department. The collection
opens a window onto Schuschnigg’s
political career and also illuminates his
later private life as a controversial elder
statesman attempting to interpret his
times and his policies to posterity. A
finding aid is located at http://libraries
slu.edu/special/archives/findingaids/
docmss65schuschnigg.pdf.

Western Historical Manuscript
Collection-Columbia

The Robert P. Christeson Collection
reflects broad collecting in written
and recorded music, and contains
more than 1,300 record albums,
hundreds of audiotapes, and 112
original wire recordings. There are
hundreds of songbooks, some from
the early nineteenth century, and
thousands of pages of sheet music

covering everything from two-steps to
waltzes and even band and marching
music. Christeson (1911-1992) spent
most of his life collecting materials
that document the fiddle and dancing
traditions of Missouri. His correspon-
dence begins primarily in 1947-1948,
when he became serious about collect-
ing fiddle tunes, and these letters show
just how difficult and frustrating it
was to find information on Missouri
fiddlers and their music. Years of
traveling to visit with old-time fiddlers
and record their music resulted in
two books and a double-album set of

fiddle tunes.

NORTH DAKOTA
North Dakota Heritage Center

Fargo native Wayne Gudmundson
presented a program on a new exhibit
featuring his photographs at the North
Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck
on January 31. The exhibit, “A Con-
sidered View,” shows his perspective
of the Upper Midwest in 21 black-
and-white photographs. The exhibit is
organized and circulated by the Plains
Art Museum in Fargo and is funded in
part by grants from the North Dakota
Institute for Regional Studies at North
Dakota State University, the Elizabeth
Firestone Graham Foundation, the
North Dakota Council on the Arts,
and the American Masterpieces Initia-
tive of the National Endowment for
the Arts. “A Considered View” will be
at the North Dakota Heritage Center
through October 10.

OHIO

Rutherford B. Hayes
Presidential Center
In February, the Rutherford B. Hayes
Presidential Center opened a new

exhibit, “Croquet: A Sport Story.”
Detailing the rise and fall in popular-
ity of croquet in the United States in
the nineteenth century, the exhibit
highlights materials from the center’s
extensive collection on the sport.
Sponsored by Diversified Insurance
and Auto-Owners Insurance, “Cro-
quet: A Sport Story” will be on display
through August 1.

WISCONSIN

Marquette University (MU)

In November 2009, the Council on
Library and Information Resources
(CLIR) awarded a $149,000 grant to
the “Catholic Social Action Access
Project,” a collaborative effort among
the Catholic Research Resources Alli-
ance (CRRA), Marquette University,
Catholic University of America, and
St. Catherine University. With fund-
ing from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, CLIR’s “Cataloging Hid-
den Special Collections and Archives”
initiative supports cataloging of spe-
cial collections at each institution. St.
Catherine’s Ade Bethune Collection
includes the archives of the liturgical
artist and social activist; Catholic Uni-
versity holds the Catholic Charities,
D.C. records; and Marquette’s more
than 700 audio recordings within the
vast Dorothy Day—Catholic Worker
Collection document the faith-based
movement of Dorothy Day and Peter
Maurin. Marquette Libraries’ Head
of Special Collections and Archives
Matt Blessing and Associate Dean of
Libraries Jean Zanoni are coprincipal
investigators for the grant. The records
from the project will be collocated
within CCRA’s “Catholic portal,”
enabling discovery of local resources
far beyond the participating institu-
tions. Project activities began will be
completed by December 2011.
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Electronic Currents—christopher Prom, Assistant Editor, University of Illinois

The Evolution of an Electronic Archives Program
By Mark Myers, Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives

In my last column (October 2009), I introduced myself by
discussing how I became an electronic records archivist.
I would like to continue the introduction by telling a
little about the institution that I work for, the Kentucky
Department for Libraries and Archives (KDLA), and by
describing the evolution of its electronic records program.
I do this not to hold up KDLA as the model for all
electronic records programs or to say that everything we
have done is perfect and correct. The electronic records
program at KDLA is what it is, and it works well for the
state of Kentucky. The point of this introduction is to
lay the foundation for future discussions on electronic
records issues and to provide readers an understanding
of the particular perspective that I bring to electronic
records management.

KDLA is the state library, the state archives, and the state
records management authority. Kentucky is one of ten
states in which these three functions are combined into
one department. KDLA is directed by a commissioner
who is the state librarian. It has four divisions: two on
the library side, operating the state library and provid-
ing support for public libraries throughout the state; an
administrative division, housing the commissioner’s office
and providing support for the department; and the Public
Records Division (PRD), which houses the state archives
and records management branches.

The PRD consists of five branches that offer records
management services to state and local government agen-
cies, preserve and provide access to the holdings of the
state archives, and provide microfilm and digital imaging
services to state and local agencies. The branch in which I
work, Technology Analysis and Support (TAS), provides
technology assistance to all of the other PRD branches
through database development and management, records
management services related to electronic records, and
digital preservation via administration of the e-archives.

KDLA is one of the larger state archives with approxi-
mately 100,000 cubic feet of permanent records and two
off-site records centers for state agencies with approxi-
mately 196,000 cubic feet of records. It began scheduling
electronic records in the late 1970s. These “machine
readable records,” as they were called, consisted mainly
of the output of data processing systems and mainframe
computers. PRD staff had little background or knowledge
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in dealing with these systems and relied on the information
technology (I'T) staff within state agencies to describe and
categorize these records. In 1983, the State Archives and
Records Commission, along with the state legislature,
which had been concerned that many costly systems
were sprouting up throughout state government, formed
a joint Machine Readable Records Taskforce to find
ways to reduce cost and duplication of systems. Realizing
that more education was needed, KDLA secured a grant
from the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission to study machine-readable records. PRD
staff used this grant to attend workshops, conferences,
and training sessions to learn more about dealing with
electronic records. Most notably, several staff attended the
“Camp Pitt” Pittsburgh Project, looking at the functional
requirements for evidence in record keeping, hosted by the
University of Pittsburgh in the early 1990s.

Formed in 1984, the Kentucky Information Systems
Commission (KISC) required state agencies to submit
information resource plans (IRPs) in order to get funding
for systems. The IRPs detailed the agency’s plans for the
system. The state archivist at the time, Lew Bellardo (later
deputy archivist of the United States), had a seat on the
commission. In the early 1990s, KISC was reorganized
and renamed the Kentucky Information Resource Man-
agement Commission (KIRM), with the state librarian
as the chair. Gradually, the quality of information in the
IRPs began to decline. In the mid-1990s, yet another
incarnation of the KISC/KIRM groups was launched with
a renewed focus on enterprise-wide systems that would
benefit multiple agencies. The state IT department was
reorganized under a state chief information officer and ad-
opted enterprise I'T architecture and standards (hardware
and software requirements and recommendations that
state agencies had to follow) and a statewide centralization
of IT assets. Another aspect of the new program was the
heavy promotion of e-government services.

By the late 1990s, KDLA began to realize that the
electronic records program had begun to lag behind the
changes in technology and hired a consultant to evaluate
the program and make changes that would enhance its
role and ability to adapt to changing circumstances. I
will describe the results of that process more fully in my
next column.
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KDLAs relationship with our state information technol-
ogy department was a critical factor in the successes that

N/
we achieved. That relationship was cultivated over many G%DGBQD

years and continues today. It has been built on hard

work, common interest, and a lot of luck and goodwill. Deadlines for
The archival units of any organization must build and MAC Newsletters:
cultivate this kind of relationship as more and more records
are created and stored in electronic format. Without
it, the program will find that it is impossible to make
real headway in building a solid, long-lasting electronic July issue: May 10
archives program. October issue: August 10

January issue: November 10
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Kathy Koch
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Archives and Records Administration

University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee CAS in Archives and Records Administration
provides advanced course work for professionals who hold a MLIS or related
Master's degree. Students develop their specialty through 15 credits of graduate
coursework. This Program may be completed on-site or entirely on-line.

ONLINE COURSES + No residency requirement
« Students pay in-state tuition plus an on-line technology fee
regardless of location

UNIVERSITYof WISCONSIN FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
UVWMILWAUKEE Amy Cooper Cary  Ph: 414-229-6929  E-mail: amyccary@uwm.edu
School of Information Studies http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/SOIS/academics/cas.htm
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Preservation Essentials—Lynn Smith, Assistant Editor, Hoover Presidential Library

Recovery of Archives, Libraries, and Museums in Haiti

On January 12, a devastating earthquake measuring 6.8
on the Richter scale severely damaged Port au Prince,
Haiti, and killed an estimated 200,000 people. After two
weeks, rescue efforts turned to recovery of the dead, work
to save the injured, and providing food, water, shelter, and
other necessities to approximately two million people.
While the human toll in the disaster is huge, there are
efforts to protect and preserve Haiti’s cultural heritage
found in archives, libraries, and museums. The primary
organization doing this work is Blue Shield.

No, this Blue Shield is not the health insurance provider;
it is a multinational organization whose mission is to
“work to protect the world’s cultural heritage threatened
by armed conflict, natural and man-made disasters.” The
roots of the organization are found in the 1954 Hague
Convention, an international treaty designed to protect
cultural heritage sites during wars. The International
Committee of the Blue Shield was founded in 1996. Itis a
collection of five nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
that work with archives and museums. The five NGOs are
the International Council on Archives, the International
Council of Museums, the International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites, the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions, and the Coordinating
Council of Audiovisual Archives Associations. Blue Shield
coordinates international organizations, local authorities,
and the local population to support work on damage as-
sessment and rebuilding. The actions of Blue Shield can
also be followed on-line:

* Web site: http://www.blueshield.international.org/

* Facebook: “Haiti 2010 Blue Shield Solidarity” group

* Haiti-specific: http://haiti2010.blueshield-international
.org/

Eighteen nations, including the United States, have na-

tional committees, and eighteen other nations are working

to create them. The U.S. Committee of the Blue Shield

was founded in 2006. Its core goals are:

* Coordinate with the U.S. military, U.S. government,
and other cultural heritage organizations to protect
cultural property worldwide during armed conflict

* Promote U.S. legal protections for and commitments
to cultural property, consistent with the 1954 Hague
Convention on the Protection of Cultural Property in
the Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocols

* Prepare and maintain a database of volunteers to
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advise and assist in the protection of cultural property
worldwide damaged or threatened by armed conflict

* Raise public awareness about the importance of cultural
property as the shared heritage of all humankind

* Provide advice and assistance to cultural organizations
in emergency planning for situations involving armed
conflict

National Committees of the Blue Shield (United States,
France, and Germany) are working with their partners to
establish a volunteer team to go to Haiti when circum-

stances allow and if needed. The U.S. Blue Shield Web

site is http://www.uscbs.org/.

On January 29, the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) called for a
ban on trade in Haitian artifacts to prevent pillaging of the
country’s cultural heritage. UNESCO Director-General
Irina Bokova wrote to the secretary-general of the United
Nations, Ban Ki-moon, asking for his support in prevent-
ing the dispersion of Haiti’s cultural heritage. “I would
be most grateful,” she wrote, “if you would request Mr.
John Holmes, your Special Envoy for Haiti and Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian affairs, as well as the
relevant authorities in charge of the overall coordination
of UN humanitarian support in Port-au-Prince—the UN
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and the
Department of Peace Keeping Operations (DPKO)—to
ensure, as far as possible, the immediate security of the
sites containing these artifacts.”

Bokova further asked Ban to consider recommending
that the Security Council adopt a resolution instituting a
temporary ban on the trade or transfer of Haitian cultural
property. The director-general also suggested that institu-
tions such as Interpol, the World Customs Organization,
and others assist in the implementation of such a ban. In
addition, the director-general is seeking to mobilize the
support of the entire international community and of art
market and museum professionals in enforcing the ban.
“It is particularly important,” she urged in her letter,
“to verify the origin of cultural property that might be
imported, exported and/or offered for sale, especially on
the Internet.”

Referring to UNESCO’s previous experiences in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, Bokova said she intended to draw on
national and international experts to orient and coordinate
the assistance required to protect Haiti’s cultural heritage.
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“This heritage,” she insisted, “is an invaluable source of
identity and pride for the people on the island and will be
essential to the success of their national reconstruction.”

Note

1. “UNESCO Calls for Ban on Trade in Haitian
Artefacts to Prevent Pillaging of the Country’s
Cultural Heritage,” http://www.unesco.org/new/en/
media-services/single-view/news/unesco_calls_for_
ban_on_trade_in_haitian_artefacts_to_prevent_
pillaging_of_the_countrys_cultural/back/18256/
(accessed February 14, 2010).

Editor’'s Note: In response to the “Cold Enough for
the Negatives?” article that appeared in the last issue,
Katie Mullen, conservator at the Indiana State Library,
submitted the following information from pages 65-66
of The Film Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives,
Libraries, and Museums, htep:/[www.filmpreservation.org/
preservation/film_guide.html:

“Because it is a potential fire hazard, cellulose
nitrate film has special storage needs. The Na-
tional Fire Protection Association (NFPA) issues
guidelines for the construction of cabinets and
vaults for storing nitrate-based motion pictures.
For small quantities—5 to 150 rolls (25 to 750
pounds), it recommends steel cabinets with a built-
in sprinkler system and outside venting to allow
the escape of gases produced by decomposition.
Larger-scale storage requires special compartmen-
talized vaults. For nitrate film, the ISO standards
recommend a maximum temperature of 36°F
and relative humidity between 20% and 30%.
Many localities require compliance with NFPA
guidelines. It is worth checking with your fire
department regarding local policy. A few reels of
nitrate film can be stored in a frost-free freezer.
Most organizations, however, prefer to arrange for
off-site commercial storage of nitrate motion pic-
ture films or transfer to archives with specialized
facilities. Whenever possible, nitrate film should
not be stored in storage vaults with safety film.”

OLLINGER

TAL EDGE

@

Archival Storage Materials

The Choice for Archival Storage Solutions

THE QUALITY SOURCE
www.hollingercorp.com - 128002634+0491
www.metaledgeinc.com - 1280028622228
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Mixed Media: Working with Audio and Visual Materials—

Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor, Nebraska State Historical Society

Motion Picture Film and Magnetic Tape: A Short Primer
By Paul Eisloeffel, Nebraska State Historical Society, and Kopana Terry, University of Kentucky

d Writers Wanted! A

Do you work with or have an interest in photographs,
moving images, or sound recordings? Mixed Media
wants to hear from you! Article-length (1,000-1,500
words) explorations of formats, preservation, use,
special collections, or innovative projects—any
take on audiovisuals—are welcome. Pitch ideas to

Assistant Editor Paul Eisloeffel at paul.cisloeffel@
\ nebraska.gov. J/

Sound recordings and moving images (audiovisuals) come
in many varieties and require all manner of machines to
record and replay them. This short primer focuses on a
few of the audiovisual formats common to archival hold-
ings: motion picture film and magnetic tape. While they
share certain physical, mechanical, and environmental
characteristics, they are distinctive enough to justify this
brief exploration. Our hope is to familiarize the reader
with some general points about these unique materials.

Historical Background

The nineteenth century saw the convergence of technology
and ingenuity that laid the path for the creation of what
we now call audiovisuals. Starting with the innovation
of still photography in the first half of the century, the
race to create sound and motion recordings of some
permanence was under way. It wasn’t until the last decades
of the 1800s that both were achieved. Devices crude to
our modern standards enabled capture and playback, the
two functions essential to audiovisuals, for unlike other
documents—even photographs—these audiovisuals relied
on machines for both their creation and access to their
content.

In the end, moving images provided the vehicle for the
convergence of both sound and motion pictures. In 1913,
Edison introduced a device to synchronize sound with
moving pictures. By 1929, the means for adding sound to
the physical film itself was launched, and soon thereafter
the two coexisted ubiquitously. The motion picture thus
became the quintessential audiovisual document, combin-
ing sound, image, and motion in a single medium.

While changes in format and physical characteristics
continued with sound recording and motion picture
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technology, these were relatively minor when compared to
the advent of magnetic tape in the mid-twentieth century.
This significantly and irrevocably changed the way many
sound and moving images were captured and replayed.

Shared Characteristics
Machine Obsolescence

Later parts of this section will deal with the physical
structure of both motion picture film and magnetic
tape. But first, it is worth noting a common vulnerability
shared by these and virtually all vintage audiovisuals:
machine obsolescence. As advances took place in both
capturing and replaying recordings of sight and sound,
the machines that made these advances possible evolved
and became more complex. Consequently, one of the
principal problems archives face is not just appraising
and preserving audiovisual materials, but finding (and
possibly maintaining) the machines that can safely replay
the wide variety of formats they may house for appraisal,
reformatting, and access.

The rapid—some may say exponential—evolution of
audiovisual formats, especially since the mid-twentieth
century, has fed this machine obsolescence. Equipment
once common has become rare, as have replacement parts
and the engineering knowledge needed to service them.
Like some electronic records, any fear we may harbor
that the loss of the technology will spell the loss of access
to the recordings themselves is not unfounded for these
machine-dependant documents.

Physical Construction

A large part of this evolving obsolescence is tied in with
the physical characteristics of the differing formats,
although in their basic construction, motion picture
film and magnetic tape are remarkably similar. In their
simplest construct, both include a base, or substrate, layer
and a top layer. Base layers, the majority of which are the
plastics acetate or polyester, provide a strong foundation
for the more pliable top layer. The top layer carries the
actual recorded “information” of the audiovisual item,
made either of an emulsion containing light-sensitive silver
particles or dyes (in the case of film) or metal-laced gelatin
(for magnetic tape). Sometimes a protective coating layer
is present as well. These shared physical properties do
imply a similarity in the preservation issues faced by both



MIXED MEDIA: WORKING WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL MATERIALS—continued

Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor

film and tape audiovisuals, and to some degree that is the
case. But as we will see later, the two are varied enough to
exhibit their own concerns.

Common Motion Picture Film and Magnetic
Tape Formats

What follows are brief descriptions of the audiovisual
formats most commonly found in archival collections.

16 mm, 8 mm, and Super 8 Motion Picture Film

Introduced in 1923, 16 mm film was the first consumer-
grade motion picture film, dubbed “safety film” because
it lacked the incendiary qualities of professional 35 mm
film. The smaller 8 mm film, available in the early 1930s,
became popular with hobbyists and amateurs, while 16
mm gravitated toward more professional and commercial
use. Super 8, launched in the mid-1960s, increased the
image size of 8 mm film by reducing the sprocket hole
(perforation) margin of the film. Soundtracks (both optical
and magnetic) were predominantly added to 16 mm film,
as befit its commercial use, but eventually all three formats

were capable of holding added sound.

WE WORL
“PARADE -
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This illustration shows some of the common motion picture film
Jformats and housings likely to inhabit archival collections. Films
in cans, on reels and cores (hubs without reels), and in original
boxes are the most likely finds. The two loop cartridge films in
[ront, housed for presentation, are rarer. The film in the upper
left is a 35 mm film on a core.

U-Matic Videotape

So named for the U-shaped winding of the tape during re-
cording and playback, U-Matic videotape was introduced
by Sony in 1969. It is also commonly known also as 34"
due to the width of the raw tape. U-Matic was one of the
first videotapes to use a cassette-style enclosed housing.
Meant for professional use, it was both cumbersome and
had relatively short play times. Nevertheless, its image
quality and cassette format made it a staple of professional
use (especially in broadcasting and education) from the
1970s well into the 1990s.

Betamax Videotape

Betamax (or Home Beta) was introduced by Sony in
1975. Its target was consumer home use, and along with
VHS quickly replaced 8 mm film as the home movie
format of choice in the consumer market. Though the
quality of Betamax was superior, Sony’s refusal to share its
technology with competitors spelled its demise in favor of
VHS. Turning this defeat to its advantage, Sony evolved
Betamax into Betacam, a format that rivaled U-Matic in
the professional market. Betamax’s 14" wide magnetic tape
in its cassette enclosure uses the same transport system
as U-Matic, though Betamax cassettes are significantly
smaller than U-Matic cassettes.

VHS Videotape

As noted above, the history of the consumer-based VHS
(Video Home System) cassette is intertwined with that
of Betamax. While VHS was not superior in quality to
Betamax, the machines available to the public were more
prevalent, included more desirable features, and offered
longer playing time. VHS cassettes are larger than those
of Betamax, and although it comes in various lengths (as
do other cassette-housed magnetic tapes), the common
VHS tape is longer than Betamax.

Reel-to-Reel Audiotape and Videotape

Reel-to-reel (RTR) tape is also known as open reel tape
due to its lack of enclosure. The tape is housed on a supply
reel, and then threaded through a deck’s mechanism onto
a take-up reel. This is the basic mechanics of all open-reel
audiovisuals, from 16 mm film to 2" videotape.

Audio RTR tape was used as early as the 1930s, but became
astaple of sound capture and playback starting in the 1950s.
Audio RTR recording was practiced by both amateurs and
professionals in the home, in the recording studio, and in the

(Continued on page 24)
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Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor

(Continued from page 23)

Familiar videotape formats found in archives holdings show

two reel-to-reel (open reel) tapes at the top of the picture. The
34" U-Matic tape cassette in the center is flanked by a Betacam
tape to the left and a VHS tape to the right. An 8 mm videotape
cassette is in the lower left. The remaining small tapes in front
are two common formats of digital videocassettes: Mini-DV (left)
and DVCPro.

field. Its consumer use declined with the introduction of the
inferior audiocassette, but its professional use continued until
digital formats became available, and even then it was trusted
more than digital technologies until recently. Audio RTR
tape typically comes in 4" and (less frequently) ¥2" widths.

The first magnetic videotapes came into use in the mid-
1950s. These first video RTRs were 2" wide, and although
1" and %" tape followed, the 2" (or Quad tapes) remained
a staple of commercial use for years. Reel-to-reel videotape
was never considered a consumer format.

Because there is no housing with RTR audio- and videotape,
it was routinely spliced for editing purposes. Besides the
usual maladies seen in other magnetic tapes, these splices
add a preservation concern as they can dry and disengage
from the tape. Storing reels flat will shift the tape to one
side and cause friction during playback, damaging the tape.
Poor forward and rewind habits will also cause the tape to
become unlevel and damaged over time.

General Vulnerabilities
Film: Acetate Base Layer
Acetate-based films, the variety most commonly found

in archives, are first and foremost vulnerable to what
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is commonly known as vinegar syndrome. This is a
chemical breakdown of the cellulose base, exuding acetic
acid (vinegar) and causing the base to shrink while the
emulsion does not. Prolonged exposure to humidity and
heat is usually to blame. Warping and cupping are also
common results, as is separation of the emulsion from
the base. There are ways to detect the levels of this kind
of deterioration, but the unmistakable smell remains the
best indication that a film is affected. Acetate degradation
is also a danger to early acetate magnetic tape. Prolonged
high humidity can cause the film to stick to itself and can
promote the growth of biological agents like mold and
mildew. Extended exposure to high heat can cause the
base to distort and become wavy.

Tape: Polyester Base Layer

Although some early audiotape used acetate as a base,
magnetic tape for audio and video used a polyester base
from the 1960s to the present. Polyester is relatively stable,
chemically speaking, but poor machine transport can
damage the tape such that the sound or picture becomes
distorted. The polyester can stick to itself if the humidity
is too high and can melt in extreme heat, while too little
heat and humidity can cause the base to become brittle.

Film: Emulsion Top Layer

Prolonged exposure to light can fade the image on the
emulsion layer of motion picture stock, whether it contains
the light-sensitive silver of black-and-white film or the dyes
of color film. High levels of light, heat, and humidity are
especially dangerous to color film. These can fade the dyes
(magenta, green, and cyan), causing the loss of significant
detail contained in each dye layer. Magenta is the most
resilient and the last to fade, accounting for the common
pink quality of affected films.

Tape: Magnetic Top Layer

Like the emulsion of film, the top layer of magnetic
audio- and videotape holds the all-important information.
A common malady suffered by this top layer is known as
sticky shed syndrome, and, like so many other vulner-
abilities we've seen so far, it is caused by high humidity.
In short, the top layer reverts to a gelatinous state and
sticks not only to itself when wound in storage but also
to machine parts during playback. Also like film’s emul-
sion, prolonged exposure to light can negatively affect the
magnetic layer. Finally, because of the magnetic nature of
tape, storage near sources of strong magnetic fields, such



MIXED MEDIA: WORKING WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL MATERIALS—continued

Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor

as air handling machinery, can erase or partially degrade
the information on the medium.

These are all some of the ills that make film and magnetic
tape vulnerable—most, but not all. Vermin, mold, floods,
and dust are also common dangers. But as complicated as
all these threats may seem, most can be traced back to poor
environment, the chief enemy of any archival material.

But the preservation liability that is unique to motion
picture film and magnetic tape lies directly in their
nature as machine-dependent documents. The machines
themselves—those that create but, more important, those
that are typically used for playback—subject these items
to physical rigors virtually unequalled in the document
world. Motion picture film is wound around a series of
spindles and toothed gears to be systematically tugged
through a projection gate through which a hot light passes.
Magnetic tape is similarly curled around capstans and
guide wheels to wipe in direct contact with the playback
head. Videotapes housed in cassettes are pulled out from
their casings into the inner workings of the playback
deck. And if the films or tapes are already compromised,
playback can damage them further and in some cases the
machines as well.

But all is not lost. There are ways to examine motion
picture film safely, and there are many well-equipped labs
that can work with magnetic tape unharmed. In any case,
itis prudent for an archivist to be aware of the formats and
vulnerabilities of these moving image films and magnetic
tapes most likely to exist in a repository’s holdings.

Resources

There are many resources on the nature, construction, and
care of motion picture film and magnetic tape. Below is
an annotated list of resources the authors have found to
be particularly helpful.

Jerry Bruck, Al Grundy, and Irv Joel, “Audio Timeline,”
Audio Engineering Society, 2009, http://www.aes.org/
aeshc/docs/audio.history.timeline.html (accessed Febru-
ary 15, 2010). If you have any doubt that the history of
audiovisual technology is complicated, take a look at this
detailed list.

Canada’s AV Preservation Trust (formerly known as
the Alliance for Canada’s Audio-Visual Heritage) is a
charitable nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting
the preservation of Canada’s audiovisual heritage and to
facilitating access to and the usage of regional and national

collections through partnerships with members of the
audiovisual community. Its 1995 report, Fading Away:
Strategic Options to Ensure the Protection of and Access to
Our Audio-Visual Memory, is available on-line as a PDF
file at heep://www.collectionscanada.ca/04/041701_e.html
(accessed February 15, 2010).

Mona Jimenez et al., Videotape Identification and Assess-
ment Guide (Austin: Texas Commission on the Arts,
2004), http://www.arts.state.tx.us/video/pdf/video.pdf
(accessed February 15, 2010). This publication is a must-
have for archives with videotape. Highly illustrated and
accessibly written, it speaks to the nonexpert.

National Film and Sound Archive, “Care for Audiovisual
Materials” (Canberra, Australia: National Film and Sound
Archive, 2007), http://www.nfsa.gov.au/preservation/
care_audiovisual/ (accessed February 15, 2010). Short
FAQs make this a valuable first-look guide to the nature
and preservation of the most common formats.

National Film Preservation Foundation, 7he Film
Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, Libraries, and
Museums (San Francisco: National Film Preservation
Foundation, 2004), http://www.filmpreservation.org/
preservation/film_guide.html (accessed February 15,
2010). Designed as both a basic guide and a more detailed
reference, this publication is a must-have for anyone who
works with motion picture film or wants to understand
more about it.

Dietrich Schuller, Audio and Video Carriers (Amsterdam:
Training for Audiovisual Preservation in Europe [TAPE],
2008), http://www.tape-online.net/docs/audio_and_
video_carriers.pdf (accessed February 15, 2010). Perhaps
a bit technical for the neophyte, it’s still one of the best
texts on audio and video media, including optical formats.

The Web site of Specs Bros., http://www.specsbros.com, a
video- and audiotape restoration company, includes some
good basic magnetic media FAQs, some tips on what to
do in a disaster, and a white paper, “Basic Inspection
Techniques to Sample the Condition of Magnetic Tape.”

John W. C. Van Bogart, “Magnetic Tape Storage and
Handling,” National Media Laboratory, 1995, http://
www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub54/lintroduction.html
(accessed January 2010). This may appear dated, but it
still offers good solid information, particularly on the
vulnerabilities of audiotape.

(Continued on page 31)
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Up-and-Comers: News for Student Archivists—keviin Haire,

Assistant Editor, The Ohio State University

Please submit “Up-and-Comers” items to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@yahoo.com.

Innovative UW-Madison Students Fashion New

Tribal Libraries Class

Four students who instituted a groundbreaking tribal
libraries, archives, and museums (TLAM) class at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin—Madison’s (UW-Madison) School of
Library and Information Studies gave a presentation on
the origin and results of the class at a national conference
in October in Portland, Oregon.

Catherine Phan, a 2009 graduate of UW-Madison’s
program, and master’s students Omar Poler, Christina
Johnson, and Christina Cieslewicz presented “Relation-
ship Building with Library and Information Studies” at
the Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums (TALM)
conference. The initial TLAM class and the idea to pre-
sent at the conference grew out of a project with the Red
Cliff Tribal Library in northern Wisconsin in 2008. At
that time, three students conducted a community-needs
study regarding the library and its viability.

From that project sprang the idea of a class on tribal
libraries, archives, and museums in the state. Ten stu-
dents enrolled in the class in spring 2009, collaboratively
creating the class syllabus and enlisting speakers from
the campus and the community, as well as visiting tribal
archives, libraries, and museums around the state. The
class also produced a Web site and a blog, which continue
to be used. Not only did the TALM conference provide the
UW-Madison students a chance to share their experience,
it also served as an opportunity for the TLAM class to
have a permanent place in tribal library literature. Phan,
Poler, and Johnson were asked to contribute a chapter
chronicling the class history to Loriene Roy’s upcoming
book, 7ribal Libraries, Archives, and Museums: Preserving
Our Language, Memory, and Lifeways.

The TLAM class continues this spring at UW-Madison
with 15 students. Further work to maintain relationships
with the Red Cliff Library and other tribal librarians,
archivists, historians, and museum workers around the
state continues. For more about the TLAM class and
project, visit http://tlam999.wordpress.com/, and look for
the TLAM page on Facebook.

Christina Cieslewicz is a master’s student on the archives
track in the School of Library and Information Studies at
the UW-Madison. She expects to graduate in 2011 and can

be reached at cieslewicz@wisc.edu.
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Indiana University SAA Chapter Eyes
Professional Development

The Society of American Archivists (SAA) Student
Chapter at Indiana University, Bloomington, is currently
involved in several projects to help provide professional
development activities for archives and special collections
students. Academic Chair Valerie Higgins, with the as-
sistance of the Academic Committee, organized a March

conference for students and beginning professionals at
the Lilly Library.

Additionally, with the help of Outreach Chair Sara Szakaly
and sponsor Dina Kellams, we are currently partnering
with the Indiana University Archives to provide archives
students with opportunities to solicit, collect, and process
the records of student organizations on the IU campus.
Several of the participants have already met with student
organizations and are currently processing their records.
Our outreach chair also organizes our yearly participation
as judges in National History Day in Indiana. We enjoy
encouraging students in grades 4 through 12 in their
research projects and like seeing how students are using
archives, museums, and historical centers for this event.

Events Chair Amy Jankowski is continuing our tours of
archives, history centers, and special collections reposito-
ries, which allow our members to become familiar with
different organizations and methods, as well as the types of
opportunities available at these repositories. Fund-raising
Chair and Vice President Bethany Burkhart-Fiechter has
developed and implemented a number of fund-raising
events to support our activities, and has created an ongoing
plan for future officers.

As president, I cannot say enough about how much I have
appreciated all of our officers, their hard work and talent,
as well as the valuable contributions of our members! For
more information about Indiana University’s SAA student
chapter, please visit http://www.indiana.edu/-saarchiv/
index.html.

Jessica Moad is president of Indiana University’s Society of
American Archivists Student Chapter. She plans to graduate
in May and can be reached at jemoad@umail.iu.edu.

No Rest for the Weary at Wright State

Wright State University’s SAA Student Chapter (WSU
SAA) has been busy. Most recently, we organized a trip
for seven students to attend the MAC annual meeting



UP-AND-COMERS—continued
Kevlin Haire, Assistant Editor.

in Chicago, but 2009 also was a busy year. WSU SAA
helped sponsor a meet-and-greet event with Smithsonian
Air and Space curator and Wright brothers” biographer
Tom Crouch. Although not an archivist, Crouch provided
insight into what it is like to work at a world-class museum
and other topics related to public history. WSU SAA also
cosponsored a welcome-back event for students. This
provided several students a venue in which they were able
to present posters about their summer internships. Finally,
three members assisted WSU archivists in acquiring
Dayton’s Woodland Cemetery collection. The cemetery
is one of the nation’s oldest rural cemeteries and the final
resting place of Orville and Wilbur Wright. The collection
is currently being processed.

Speaking of the Wright brothers, WSU SAA President Jer-
emy Feador recently assisted in packing up a collection of
Dayton Engineers Club records. Prominent Daytonians,
including “first-in-flight” Orville Wright, formed the club.
Currently, several members are processing collections in
a course called “Advanced Archival Problems.” Under
the watchful eye of two WSU archivists, each student is
paired up with a collection and has the entire quarter to
arrange and describe the collection. This class is not only
a great way to learn how to process, but it also adds to
the more than 400 processed collections already housed

in WSU'’s archives.

Jeremy Feador is president of WSU SAA. He plans to gradu-
ate in June and can be reached at feador.2@wright.edu.

Embarrassment of Riches at Indiana University
This semester the Office of University Archives and
Records Management at Indiana University, Bloomington,
has been fortunate enough to secure five archival interns
from the School of Library and Information Science.
Interns have spent the semester processing collections,
creating a series of podcasts for the archives, updating
Web sites, collaborating on library exhibits for Women’s
History Month, and assisting archives staff with reference
queries. They have documented their experiences on
Blogging Hoosier History, http://www.libraries.iub.edu/
index.php?pageld=8930.

Revamped SAA Chapter Ramps Up

The SAA Student Chapter at the University of Wiscon-
sin—-Milwaukee has recently regrouped after a period of
inactivity. Its members have revamped their Web site,
heep://www.sois.uwm.edu/saa/, and are looking forward
to sending some students to the MAC annual meeting

this spring. Lucy Waldrop completed an internship at the
Harley-Davidson archives and museum in Milwaukee, and
Sara Breitenfeldt completed an internship at the Irish Film
Archive in Dublin, where she processed old Irish-language
newsreels that were salvaged from a fire.

New Blog Gives New Archivists’ Perspective

For all of you readers who are graduating this spring
and will soon be searching for a job, or for those of you
who have already graduated and are in the throes of job
seeking, check out this blog, http://newarchivist.com. It
offers interesting insights from a group of regular and
guest contributors who might be suffering through their
own job search or realizing the value of volunteering or
waking up to the realities of the working world. Whatever
the posting might be, you'll have fun reading it and might
actually learn something. What’s not to love about that?

Trolling for News

1 tell ya, I ger goose bumps every time I read this column.
There is not just one or even two but six—six!—items, and
all of them packed with news. Shall we go for seven next time?
Whatever the number might be, I always love presenting
interesting and helpful information from student chapters
and archival programs around the region—uwon’t you help
me do that? Please send news to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@
yahoo.com.

Crowd waiting to view body of Emmett Till at Robert’s Temple,
Church of God, 1955. Courtesy of the Chicago Defender.
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People and Posts—obavid McCartney, Assistant Editor, University of lowa

The MAC Membership Committee invites members to share positions, appointments, and honors in the “People and Posts”
column. Please send items to David McCartney, University Archivist, University of lowa Libraries, Department of Special
Collections, Main Library, lowa City, [A 52242-1420; 319-335-5921; david-mccartney@uiowa.edu.

Remember, MAC members, if you'd like to congratulate a

colleague on a promotion or say “welcome” to a new member,

you can find fellow members’ contact information in the On-line

Directory, http://www.midwestarchives.org/midwest/.

Heidi Butler began a new job in
January as the first university archivist
at Zayed University, a liberal arts uni-
versity with campuses in Dubai and
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.
The university was founded in 1998
and serves 3,500 female students and
250 male students. Before she left,
Heidi had to declare a home airport

and chose Detroit. She’ll always be a
MACer at heart.

Katie Dishman joined the National
Archives and Records Administra-
tion—Great Lakes Region in Chicago
in March. She previously was an
archivist at the Chicago Mercan-
tile Exchange, General Mills, and
Anheuser-Busch, and she recently
completed a specialist certificate
program at Wayne State University.

Paul Eisloeffel has taken on the
position of head of audiovisual tech-
nical services for the Nebraska State
Historical Society. In this new role, he
oversees the society’s unique capacity
to deal with its holdings of historic and
cultural moving images and sound
recordings. Paul also teaches classes
on heritage audiovisuals through the
University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee,
and offers curatorial, preservation,
and digitization services for archives,
libraries, and museums with 16 mm
films. You can reach him at the
Nebraska State Historical Society at
paul.cisloeftfel@nebraska.gov, or in his
capacity as a contract film archivist at
pje@neb.rr.com.
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Sharon Silengo, photo archivist at
the State Historical Society of North
Dakota, was awarded a Certificate
of Advanced Study in Archives and
Records Information (CAS) from the
University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee
in January 2010. The CAS is a
post-master’s academic certificate
designed for practitioners who seck
a continuing education program to
enhance their professional develop-
ment in archives and records man-
agement. Silengo primarily explored
the area of electronic records—their
evaluation, selection, management,
and preservation. She has been work-
ing for the State Historical Society of
North Dakota since July 2000, when
she was hired to manage and develop
programs to provide access to the
historic photographic collections.

Mike Smith, director of the Walter P.
Reuther Library, Wayne State Univer-
sity, has been appointed by Michigan
Governor Jennifer Granholm to the
board of the Michigan Center for
Innovation and Reinvention.

New Members

Illinois

Merle Branner

Highland Park

Jennifer Fowle
Chicago History Museum
Chicago

Jessica Miller

Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Cook County

Chicago

Kerri Price (student)
Dominican University

Chicago

Angelique Richardson

The Winthrop Group, Kraft
Foods Archive

Elk Grove Village

Mary Beth Riedner
Schaumburg

Andrew Steadham
University of Chicago
Chicago

Allison Sutton
University of Illinois
Urbana

Morag Walsh

Chicago Public Library
Chicago

Katharine White

Northern Illinois University
DeKalb

Eric Willey
Illinois State Archives
Macomb

lowa

Deanna Carr

Sisters of Charity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (BVM)

Dubuque

Patricia Dawson
Hubbell Center
Waukee

Lindsey MacAllister
Des Moines University
Des Moines
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Kansas Missouri

Lorraine Madway
Wichita State University
Wichita

Sr. Edwina Pope

Adorers of the Blood of Christ

Wichita

Kentucky

Stephanie Bricking
University of Cincinnati
Burlington

Katharine Burger Johnson
University of Louisville
Louisville

Andrew McGraw (student)
Lexington

Michigan
Philip Heslip

Clements Library
Ann Arbor

Lynn Houghton
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo

Whitney Miller
Michigan State University
East Lansing

Lisa Rabey (student)
Wayne State University
Royal Oak

Minnesota

Stephanie Kays
Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Minneapolis

David Klaassen
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis

Karen Koka
Mayo Clinic
Rochester
Jessica Mclntyre

Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Minneapolis

Kathleen Buescher-Milligan
University of Illinois (student)
St. Louis

Robyn Burnett
Office of the Secretary of State
Jefferson City

Elizabeth Carrington

National Archives and Records
Administration

Kansas City

Elizabeth Engel
University of Missouri
Columbia

Ohio

Kevin Grace
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati

John Habjan
University of Dayton
Dayton

South Dakota

Danelle Orange
Dakota Wesleyan University
Mitchell

Wisconsin

Jennifer Graham

Wisconsin Historical Society
Madison

David Herrewig
MillerCoors
Milwaukee

Meredith Lowe
University of

Wisconsin—Madison
Madison

Karen Weston

University of
Wisconsin—W hitewater

Whitewater

Outside the MAC Region

Laurie Gemmill
Lyrasis
Philadelphia, PA

Krystal Appiah (student)
Brown University
Providence, RI

Gregory Kocken
American Heritage Center

Laramie, WY
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Regionalia—Melissa Gottwald, Assistant Editor, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Please submit “Regionalia” items to Melissa Gottwald at gottwalm@erau.edu.

Archives Association of Ontario

The annual conference is scheduled for June 16—18 in
Barrie, Ontario. The theme “From Daguerreotypes to
Flickr: Grappling with the Archival Image in an Era
of Technological Change” considers the wide gamut of
photographic formats found in archives, their particular
challenges, and the opportunities offered by new technolo-
gies to better describe, display, and disseminate graphic
materials. http://aao.fis.utoronto.ca/

Association for Recorded Sound Collections
The annual conference will take place at the Chateau
Bourbon in New Orleans, Louisiana, on May 19-22. The
preconference workshop will focus on disaster planning
and recovery for audio materials. http://www.arsc-audio
.org/conference/

Association of College and Research Libraries
The Rare Books and Manuscripts Section preconference
will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 22-25.
The theme “Join or Die: Collaboration in Special Collec-
tions” will explore collaborative relationships as broadly
as possible: with coworkers and colleagues; with scholars
and students; with donors, funders, and vendors—in
short, any instance in which we can accomplish more
by working together than we could alone, with an
emphasis on creative but practical solutions to the chal-
lenges we are all confronting. http://rbms.info/conferences/
preconferences/2010/

Conference on Intellectual Property

The Conference on Intellectual Property will be held
at Iona College in New Rochelle, New York, on April
30—May 1. The keynote address will be presented by James
Boyle. Now in its second year, the conference continues
to explore intellectual property in a cross-disciplinary
context, looking at issues such as what is intellectual
property, how it has evolved as a concept, and the ways
we feel its practical and theoretical impact upon academic,
economic, legal, and technological fields. The conference
will offer insight into issues including plagiarism, patent
law, the Creative Commons, and beyond. http://www
Jona.edu/cip/

DigCCurr Professional Institute

“Curation Practices for the Digital Object Lifecycle”
consists of a five-day session on May 16—21 and a follow-up
session on January 5-6, 2011, both held at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The institute is designed
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to foster skills, knowledge, and community building
among professionals responsible for the curation of digital
materials. htep://ils.unc.edu/digccurr/institute.html

Forum for Archives and Records Management
Education and Research for the UK and

Ireland

The conference “Questions of Trust? Archives, Records,
and Identities” will be held July 5-6 at Wolfson College
in Oxford, United Kingdom. The conference will examine
questions relating to trust and identities in relation to
archives and records in (mainly) digital environments and
the implications of such questions for those interested in
professional archives and records management education,
research, and practice. https://www.ucl.ac.uk/infostudies/
research/icarus/farmerconference2010/

International Conference on the History of
Records and Archives (I-CHORA)

[-CHORA 5 will take place July 1-3 at University College
London. The conference theme, “Records, Archives, and
Technology: Interdependence over Time,” explores the
evolving interrelationships between records, archives,
and any technology—not just the digital technology of
our own time—and interdependence including the role,
challenges, or opportunities of technology in creating,
maintaining, or using records. http://www.liv.ac.uk/
ichora5/index.htm

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference

The spring conference with the theme “Outside the
Archival Box: Cultural Heritage Collaborations” will be
held April 29—May 1 at the Doubletree Hotel Downtown
Wilmington in Wilmington, Delaware. Session topics in-
clude technical and delivery aspects of archival description,
regional arts and material culture, funding for cultural
heritage groups, valuing collections, historic sites, cultural
memory, documentation strategies, educational outreach,
and professional advocacy. http://www.marac.info/mc/
page.do?sitePageld=93941/

New York Archives Conference

The annual meeting at Marist College in Poughkeepsie,
New York, on June 2—4 will be a joint conference with
the Archivists Roundtable of Metropolitan New York. The
program includes workshops, a plenary speaker, sessions
of diverse content and interest, and tours. http://www
.nyarchivists.org/



REGIONALIA—continued
Melissa Gottwald, Assistant Editor

Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region

The spring conference “‘Catching Lightning in a Bottle’:
Documenting Science, Technology & Innovation through
Oral History” will be held April 28-29 at the Charles
Sumner School Museum and Archives in Washington,
D.C. The emphasis of the conference will be on how oral
history is being utilized to capture information lacking
in other forms of documentation, such as the thoughts
and inspirations surrounding the “Eureka” moment in
a scientist’s research or the struggles endured by differ-
ent population groups as they endeavored to establish
themselves in fields previously closed to them. http://www
.ohmar.org/confercurrent.html

Reference and User Services Association
(RUSA)

“Behind the Genealogy Reference Desk: Our Capital’s
Hidden Genealogy Gems” is the theme of the RUSA
History Section preconference to be held June 25 at
the Daughters of the American Revolution Library in
Washington, D.C. This full-day event is a valuable
professional development opportunity for new reference
librarians, who will benefit from the fundamental tools
presented, as well as for experienced genealogy librarians
looking for a refresher course. Personal family history
researchers are also invited to attend. http://www.ala.org/
ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/january2010/
genealogy_rusa.cfm

Society of Southwest Archivists

The annual meeting “Archives at the Crossroads” will
take place April 28—May 1 at the Inn and Spa at Loretto
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The meeting starts with timely
workshops on preservation of photographic materials,
fund-raising, and caring for Native American collections.
It continues with a keynote address, “I Was a Teenage
Packrat for the FBI,” from well-known author John
Nichols. Two and a half days of sessions cover everything
from preserving the history of the Route 66 corridor,
academic archives, and archival training and funding
opportunities to Jewish archives in the Southwest, small
press archives, and initiatives and projects in tribal archives
and collections. http://southwestarchivists.org/ HTML/
Meeting.htm

Texas A&M University
The ninth annual Book History Workshop is scheduled
for May 23-28 at the Cushing Memorial Library in Col-

lege Station, Texas. This five-day workshop provides an
intensive, hands-on introduction to the history of books
and printing, with a focus on the hand press era. The
workshop is intended for librarians, archivists, students,
teachers, collectors, and private individuals who have
an interest in the first three and a half centuries of the
printed book. The course consists of a unique combina-
tion of labs and seminars designed to provide students
with practical experience, as well as a broad historical
survey of the field. http://cushing library.tamu.edu/events/
book-history-workshop/

Western Roundup 2010

This super-regional meeting of archivists across the
western United States will take place April 28—May 1
at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel in downtown Seattle,
Washington. The meeting is sponsored by Northwest
Archivists, the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists,
the Society of California Archivists, and the Society of
Rocky Mountain Archivists. Preconference workshops
include emergency preparedness and response, grant
writing, and implementing “More Product, Less Process.”
Session topics range from interlibrary loan of archives
and special collections materials, grant agencies, and
on-line exhibits using open source software to memory
and meaning in archives and connecting with your com-

munity. http://northwestarchivistsinc.wildapricot.org/
WesternRoundup2010/

Mixed Media
(Continued from page 25)

Washington State Film Preservation Manual: Low-Cost &
No-Cost Suggestions to Care for Your Film. This manual,
available on-line at http://www.lib.washington.edu/
specialcoll/film/preservationmanual.pdf; is intended to
address the film identification and preservation needs of
museums, historical societies, libraries, and other smaller
institutions.

Jim Wheeler’s Video Preservation Handbook, http://
www.media-matters.net/docs/resources/ Traditional%20
Audiovisual%20Preservation/ WheelerVideo.pdf, is a
comprehensive guide designed for archivists and librarians
who are responsible for the care of moving images on tape.
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Other News, Kathy Koch, Editor
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SAVING OUR ARCHIVES
MAY 1 2010

LIBRARIES

PREPAREDNESS PROTECTS OUR HERITAGE

Libraries, museums, archives, and arts and historic pres-
ervation organizations across the nation will set aside May
1 to participate in MayDay, a national effort to prepare
for disasters.

Sponsored by Heritage Preservation and other members
of the Heritage Emergency National Task Force, MayDay
encourages organizations to take one simple step to protect

the art, artifacts, records, and historic sites they hold in
trust. Visit the Web site for additional information and
customized versions of the MayDay logo for publicizing
this national event, http://www.heritagepreservation.org/
programs/tflessons/MayDay.html.

The Society of American Archivists (SAA) created the
MayDay initiative in 2006 and promoted the idea to its
members and allied organizations. The following year,
the Heritage Emergency National Task Force and SAA
expanded the concept to include all kinds of collecting
institutions and historic preservation interests. The Heri-
tage Emergency National Task Force is making disaster
preparedness and response a higher priority for cultural
heritage organizations across the country. The task force—
an initiative of Heritage Preservation and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency—is a partnership of 41
national service organizations and government agencies.

National Preservation Week, May 9-15

Recognizing the critical role libraries play in preservation,
the Association for Library Collections and Technical Ser-
vices, a division of the American Library Association, will
sponsor the first national Preservation Week, May 9-15.

Make the most of your resources with

STAR/Archives

* Make your collections visible and provide for searching across and within collections

* Save time and staff resources by generating EAD finding aids, deeds of gift, MARC
records, and more from your catalog records

* Get out from under your processing backlog by using software designed to help you

manage your archives more efficiently

Contact us today for a demonstration e

or more information!

Cuadra Associates 800/366-1390
sales@cuadra.com | www.cuadra.com/archives.html
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OTHER NEWS—continued
Kathy Koch, Editor.

Preservation Week intends to raise awareness of libraries’
role in connecting the general public to preservation
information and expertise. Events sponsored by libraries
will increase preservation awareness by emphasizing the
close relationships among personal, family, community,
and public collections and their preservation. It is the first
national awareness campaign targeting collections preser-
vation awareness for the general public by strengthening
community partnerships for preservation.

Preservation Week will begin to address the preservation
concerns of the valuable collections of individuals, fami-
lies, and collectors by providing Web resources, success
stories, and ideas for programs and projects, focusing on
libraries as a place for preserving our rich heritage. With
the theme of “Pass It On: Saving Heritage and Memories,”
the first preservation week is a collaborative effort with the
Library of Congress, the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, and many other cultural heritage organizations

and associations to connect people to preservation on a
personal level, to increase the number of advocates for the
importance of preservation in sustaining cultural heritage
and information access, and to enhance knowledge of
preservation issues among the public and those responsible
for collections. http:// www.ala.org/preservationweek/

SAA Honors Studs Terkel

The Society of American Archi-
vists (SAA) passed a resolution on
A February 2 honoring Studs Terkel
for his outstanding contributions
to the field of oral history and the
archives profession by preserving
the cultural record through the spoken word. The resolu-
tion can be read at http://www.archivists.org/statements/

res-Terkel.asp.

THE SOCIETY of
AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

MAC ADVERTISING INFORMATION

MAC offers advertisers easy and effective ways to market products, services, and announcements. These outlets include
its newsletter, journal, annual meeting program, and Web site. The newsletter, journal, and annual meeting program
reach more than 900 individual and institutional members in the Midwest and across the United States; more than

16,000 people visit the MAC Web site annually.

For more information concerning advertising with MAC, and exhibits and sponsorships during confer-
ences, please contact MAC Vendor Coordinator Shari Christy, 33 North Grand Avenue, Fairborn, OH
45324; phone: 937-879-7241; E-mail: mac.vendor@zoomtown.com, or visit MAC’s Web site: htep://www

.midwestarchives.org/.
MAC Advertising Packages

Size of Ad
Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page

Business Card

Publication and Frequency
MAC Newsletter (quarterly)

Archival Issues (single issue) Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Annual Meeting Program (annually) Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page

Business Card

Cost Per Issue Cost Per Year

$250 $800 (20% discount)
$150 $510 (15% discount)
$75 $270 (10% discount)
$50 $190 (5% discount)
$50 $190

$250 $250

$150 $150

$75 $75

$50 $50

$250 $250

$150 $150

$75 $75

$50 $50

$50 $50
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President (2009-2011)
Tanya Zanish-Belcher
Associate Professor
Special Collections Department
Iowa State University
403 Parks Library
Ames, 1A 50011-2140
Phone: 515-294-6648
Fax: 515-294-5525

tzanish@iastate.edu

Vice President (2008-2010)
Douglas Bicknese
Regional Archives Director
National Archives and Records

Administration—Great Lakes Region

7358 South Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60629-5834
Phone: 773-948-9009
Fax: 773-767-9050

douglas.bicknese@nara.gov

Treasurer (2008-2010)
Craig G. Wright
Archivist
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library
210 Parkside Drive
West Branch, IA 52358
Phone: 319-643-5301
Fax: 319-643-6045

craigwright@nara.gov

Secretary (2009-2011)
Joshua Ranger
Archivist
University of Wisconsin—Oshkosh
Forrest Polk Library
800 Algoma Boulevard
Oshkosh, W1 54901
Phone: 920-424-0828
ranger@uwosh.edu

Council

Matt Blessing (2007-2010)

Head, Special Collections and
University Archives

Marquette University

John P. Raynor, S.J., Library

1355 West Wisconsin Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53201

Phone: 414-288-5901

Fax: 414-288-6709

matt.blessing@marquette.edu

Martha Briggs (2007-2010)

Lloyd Lewis Curator of Midwest
Manuscripts

Newberry Library

60 West Walton Street

Chicago, IL 60610

Phone: 312-255-3606

Fax: 312-255-3646

briggsm@newberry.org
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Council

Kimberly Butler (2008-2011)
Archivist/Associate Director of Archives
North Central College

Oesterle Library

320 East School Avenue

Naperville, IL 60540

Phone: 630-637-5714

Fax: 630-637-5716

kjbutler@noctrl.edu

Sally Childs-Helton (2008-2011)
Special Collections, Rare Books, and
University Archives Librarian

Butler University

Irwin Library

4600 Sunset Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Phone: 317-940-9265
Fax: 317-940-8039
schildsh@butler.edu

Deirdre Scaggs (2009-2012)

Director of Archives

Special Collections and Digital
Programs

University of Kentucky

King Library

Lexington, KY 40506-0039

Phone: 859-257-3653

Fax: 859-257-6311

deirdre@uky.edu

Ex Officio Council
Archival Issues Editorial Board

William Maher (2008—2010)

University Archivist

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Archives, 19 Main Library

1408 West Gregory Drive

Urbana, IL 61801

Phone: 217-333-0798

Fax: 217-333-2868

w-maher@uiuc.edu

Development Coordinator

Brenda L. Burk (2008-2010)

Philanthropic Studies Archivist

IUPUI Library

Indiana University—Purdue University
Indianapolis

755 West Michigan Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Phone: 317-278-2329

Fax: 317-278-2331

bburk@iupui.edu

Education Committee

Chad Owen (2009-2011)

Archivist for Records Management
University of Louisville

400 Ekstrom Library

Louisville, KY 40292

Phone: 502-852-6674

Fax: 502-852-6673

chad.owen@louisville.edu

MAC Newsletter Editor
Kathy Koch (2009-2011)
Archivist-Librarian
American Association of Nurse

Anesthetists

222 South Prospect Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068-4037
Phone: 847-655-1106
Fax: 847-692-6968

kkoch@aana.com

Membership Committee
David McCartney (2009-2011)
University Archivist
Department of Special Collections
University of Iowa Libraries
100 Main Library
Iowa City, 1A 52242-1420
Phone: 319-335-5921
Fax: 319-335-5900

david-mccartney@uiowa.edu

Public Information Officer
Anke Voss (2008-2010)
Director
Champaign County Historical Archives
Urbana Free Library
210 West Green Street
Urbana, IL 61801-5326
Phone: 217-531-7040
Fax: 217-531-7088
avoss@tufl.info

Vendor Coordinator
Shari Christy (2008-2010)
33 North Grand Avenue
Fairborn, OH 45324
Phone: 937-879-7241

mac.vendor@zoomtown.com

Web Master
Erik Moore (2008-2010)
Archivist
University of Minnesota
Academic Health Center
MMC 501, 420 Delaware Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-625-4665
Fax: 612-626-2111
moorel44@umn.edu

Committee Chairs

Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship
for Minority Students Committee
Kimberly Neuenschwander (2008-2010)
Archivist
Marianist Archives
310 Roesch Library
University of Dayton
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1360
Phone: 937-229-5538
Fax: 937-229-5142

neuenskm@notes.udayton.edu



MAC Officers—continued

Archives Committee
William T. Stolz (2009-2011)
Senior Manuscript Specialist
Western Historical Manuscripts

Collection

University of Missouri—Columbia
23 Ellis Library
Columbia, MO 65201
Phone: 573-882-6028
Fax: 573-884-0345

stolzw@umsystem.edu

Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time
MAC Meeting Attendees
Ann Bowers (2008—2010)
13697 Cuckle Creek Road
Bowling Green, OH 43402
Phone: 419-352-1921
abowers@bgsu.edu

Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate
Scholarship

Hillary Bober (2009-2011)

Digital Archivist

Dallas Museum of Art

1717 North Harwood

Dallas, TX 75201

Phone: 214-922-1367

hbober@dallasmuseumofart.org

Nominating Committee
Dennis Meissner (2009-2010)
Head of Collections Management
Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
Phone: 651-259-3350
Fax: 651-296-9961

dennis.meissner@mnbhs.org

Presidents’ Award
Steve McShane (2009-2011)
Archivist/Curator
Calumet Regional Archives
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, IN 46408
Phone: 219-980-6628
Fax: 219-981-4289

smcshane@iun.edu

Annual Meeting Local
Arrangements Committee

2010, Chicago, IL
Morgen MacIntosh Hodgetts
Archivist/Librarian
DePaul University
John T. Richardson Library
Special Collections and Archives
2350 North Kenmore Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-7896
Fax: 773-325-7869

mmacinto@depaul.edu

Janet Olson
Assistant University Archivist
Northwestern University Archives

1970 Campus Drive
Evanston, IL 60208-2300
Phone: 847-491-3136
Fax: 847-467-4110

j-olson@northwestern.edu

2011, St. Paul, MN
Anne Kenne
Head of Special Collections
University of St. Thomas
2115 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105-1096
Phone: 651-962-5461
Fax: 651-962-5406

amkennel@stthomas.edu

Karen Spilman

Collections Archivist

University of Minnesota Archives
211 Andersen Library
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Phone: 612-626-2531
kdspilman@hotmail.com

Annual Meeting Program
Committee
2010, Chicago, IL

Janet Carleton

Digital Initiatives Coordinator
Ohio University Libraries
Alden Library 235A

Athens, OH 45701-2978
Phone: 740-597-2527

Fax: 740-593-2708

carleton@ohio.edu

Bart Ryckbosch

Archivist

The Art Institute of Chicago
111 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60603

Phone: 312-443-4777

Fax: 312-553-4320
bryckbos@artic.edu

2011, St. Paul, MN
Lynn Smith
Archivist
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library

210 Parkside Drive
P.O. Box 488

West Branch, IA 52358
Phone: 319-643-6020
Fax: 319-643-6045

lynn.smith@nara.gov

Alison Stankrauff

Archivist and Assistant Librarian
Franklin D. Schurz Library
Indiana University South Bend
P.O. Box 7111

South Bend, IN 46634

Phone: (574) 520-4392

astankra@iusb.edu

Symposium Organizing
Committee

Local Arrangements Coordinator,
2010, Dayton, OH

Shari Christy (2008-2010)

33 North Grand Avenue

Fairborn, OH 45324

Phone: 937-879-7241

mac.vendor@zoomtown.com

Program Coordinators, 2010,
Dayton, OH
Rosemary Pleva Flynn
Librarian and Manager
University of North Dakota
Energy and Environmental Research
Center
15 North 23rd Street, Stop 9018
Grand Forks, ND 58202
Phone: 701-777-5134
Fax: 701-777-5181
r.p.flynn@att.net

Colleen McFarland

Archivist and Head of Special
Collections

Mclntyre Library

University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire

P.O. Box 4004

Eau Claire, W1 54702

Phone: 715-836-3783

mcfarlcd@uwec.edu

Woman’s Hospital,
Chicago, circa 1897.
From the Franklin H.
and Isabelle H. Martin
Papers, courtesy of the
American College of

Surgeons Archives.
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Midwest Archives Conference NONPROFIT ORG
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Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 PEORIA IL

PERMIT NO. 969

Time-Sensitive Material

MAC Membership Form

Name Phone

Institution Fax

r
[
|
[
[
[
I Tide E-mail
: Business Address

| City/State Zip Code
[

[

[

[

|

|

[

|

L

Mailing Address (if different from above)

(A New Membership (d Change of Address (d Renewal

Membership fees: $30 Individual, $60 Institutional. The membership year runs from January to December. Make
checks payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to Midwest Archives Conference,
4440 PGA Boulevard, Suite 600, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410.
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