tion’s history and purpose come to life.

“This wonderful, big, successful
organization did not just happen over-
night,’* Kath said. “In the gallery, you
get a sense of the struggle, the dedica-
tion, the hard work and the sacrifice
that occurred.”

The AAL Gallery is a natural out-
growth of the AAL Archives. Estab-
lished in 1977, the AAL Archives
include everything from hand-written
journals to the most up-to-date research
studies. It contains administrative, fis-
cal, legal and historical data about the
organization since its founding.

Currently, the AAL Archives con-
tain more than 850 cubic feet of hold-
ings. All AAL publications collected

from their first printing (including the
organization’s first corporate newslet-
ter printed in January 1904) are avail-
able for reference use. More than 600
artifacts and 40 cubic feet of photos and
slides are being preserved. The reposi-
tory also contains trophies, awards,
videos, films and sales promotion
items.
The AAL Archives have an active
oral history program. The collection of
audio tapes includes an interview with
co-founder Zuehlke as well as with key
individuals throughout the organiza-
tion’s development, who explain the
history and reasons for AAL’s philoso-
phy, management style, products and
practices.

The archives are part of AAL’s
corporate library, called the Informa-
tion Resource Center. Researchers,
both in and outside the organization,
may place requests to view archival
material by calling Krahn at 414-734-
5721, ext. 2311 or by writing to: Jan
Krahn, Information Resource Center,
AAL, 4321 N. Ballard Road, Apple-
ton, WI 54919-0001.

Tours of the AAL home office,
including The AAL Gallery, are pro-
vided free of charge. Reservations are
recommended. Tours are available
Monday through Friday at 10 a.m. and
at 1 p.m. Requests for other times will
be considered. To schedule a tour, call
414-734-5721, ext. 2386.

BGC Archives Announces Essay Contest for Young People

An essay contest open to young people
12 to 18 years old has been announced
by the Archives of the Billy Graham
Center.

The contest is aimed especially at
students who are being home schooled
but is open to everyone, according to
Archives director Robert Shuster. The
essays must focus on the theme of the
history of North American Protestant
evangelism and missions from 1800 to
the present.

The contest was made possible by a
gift from the Gerhardt and Mabel
Ericksen and William and Gladys Te-
beest Memorial Fund.

There will be a first prize of $100
and a second prize of $50 in each of two
categories—12 to 15 year olds and 16
to 18 year olds. Essays must be 1000
words or less and have to be based, at
least in part, on the resources of the
Archives. Students may come in person
to use the documents in the Archives or
borrow some of them through inter-li-
brary loan or read some over the In-
ternet.

Essays must be received by the Ar-
chives by April 26, 1996. The winning
entries will be announced on June 28,
1996. Final judging of the winning en-
tries will be done by a three-person
panel consisting of Dr. Kathryn Long,
a Wheaton College professor who is a
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scholar and author on the topic of Evan-
gelical history; Mrs. Phyllis Ericksen,
a home schooling parent and certified
teacher, and Archives director Robert
Shuster.

““We hope that this will be a way of
introducing kids to some of the excite-
ment and challenges of working with
original documents and that it will
stimulate their interest in the story of
Christian evangelism,” Shuster said.
‘“We also hope that this will be a means
of introducing young people and their
families, especially those in the Chi-
cagoland area, to all the resources that
are available to them at the BGC.”

Those interested in the contest can
get an information packet and registra-
tion form by sending a 9 by 12 inch
self-addressed envelope with $1.01
worth of postage on it to the Archives
of the Billy Graham Center, Wheaton
College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or the
packets can be picked up at the BGC
Archives office on the fourth floor of
the Billy Graham Center, 500 College
Avenue, Wheaton.

The Archives of the Billy Graham
Center collects material on nondenomi-
national North American Protestant ef-
forts to spread the Christian Gospel. Its
hundreds of collections include the re-
cords of mission agencies, evangelistic
organizations and service associations;

the private papers of missionaries and
preachers; oral history interviews and
the files of congresses and conferences.
Anyone can use the processed collec-
tions of the Archives. For more infor-
mation, call 708-752-5910 or contact
the Archives on this e-mail address:
bgcarc@david. wheaton.edu.

MAC Meeting Sites .

1996 gpring
May .4
Chicago, Illinois

1996 Fall
Madison, Wisconsin

1997 Fall
St. Louis, Missouri

1998 Fall
To be selected.
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