Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts Receives NEH Grant

The Conservation Center for Art and

Historic Artifacts (CCAHA) has re-

ceived a grant from the National En-

dowment for the Humanities of
$210,117 over three years to provide
overview conservation surveys and to
offer two new workshops. In addition,
the National Endowmeat for the Hu-
manities has offered to provide match-
ing funds of up to $57,068, on condition
that an equal amount of funds is raised.

The grant supports the following
activities:

e Conducting a limited number of
overview conservation surveys each
year, partially funded by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humani-
ties for non-profit organizations,
including libraries, archives, muse-

ums, educational institutions and his-
torical organizations that have paper-
based collections of long-term value
to the study and understanding of the
humanities; and
e Offering two one-day workshops on
environmental monitoring and han-
dling oversized architectural materi-
als. Each workshop will be
conducted twice a year during the
grant period at various locations
throughout the Mid-Atlantic region,
including Richmond, Washington,
D.C., Baltimore, Trenton, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, and Syracuse.
Created by Congress in 1965, the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties is an independent agency that sup-
ports education, research, preservation

projects and public programs in the
humanities.

CCAHA, established in 1977, isa
non-profit regional conservation labo-
ratory serving other non-profit cultural,
educational, and research institutions as
well as private individuals and organi-
zations that are located principally in
the Mid-Atlantic region. The Ceater
specializes in the treatment of works of
art and historic artifacts on paper, such
as prints, maps, posters, historic wall-
paper, photographs, rare books, scrap-
books, manuscripts, and related
materials, such as parchment and papy-
rus. It also offers on-site consultation
services; educational programs and
seminars; and intemships, fellowships,
and apprenticeships.

Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts
Subsidized Conservation Survey Program

The Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts
(CCAHA) is seeking applicants to participate in a subsidized
conservation survey program. As part of a three year grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, CCAHA
is offering subsidized overview conservation surveys for
non-profit organizations, including libraries, archives, mu-
seums, educational institutions and historical organizations
that have paper-based collections of long-term value to the
study and understanding of the humanities.

Program Highlights

The purpose of an overview conservation survey is to assess
the needs of an institution regarding the care of their paper-
based collections and to provide strategies for ensuring their
long-term preservation.

¢ The Conservation Center will conduct a limited number
of overview conservation surveys each year of the grant.

¢ There is a fee of $300.00 for a survey, plus travel expenses
for the surveyor.

o Applications will be reviewed in order of receipt. The
selection process will continue throughout the year.

A survey consists of a one-day site visit by a member of
the CCAHA'’s staff and submission of a report. An overview
survey encompasses a general review of an institution’s
preservation needs with regards to environment (tempera-
ture, relative humidity, pollution and light), housekeeping,
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pest control, fire protection, security, disaster preparedness,
storage, handling, exhibition, treatment and preservation
planning. The site visit will consist of a review of the site,
an examination of the collection, and interviews with relevant
staff, including those responsible for collection care, the
physical plant and building maintenance, and security to
identify the preservation need of the institution. A report that
provides observations and recommendations to serve as a
guide in the development of a comprehensive preservation
plan for the paper-based collections will be submitted to the
participating institution.

Criteria for Participation

To be considered for participation in the Conservation Cen-
ter’s Subsidized Survey Program, your institution must have
a humanities collection available to the public. Preference
will be given to institutions that conform to the following
criteria:

¢ Institutions with collections that are either unique or of
significant value to the study and understanding of the
humanities; and

e Institutions that can make a commitmeat to developing and
implementing a long-range preservation plan and that have
an individual staff member or volunteer willing to assume
responsibility for preservation activities.
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