MAC 25th Anniversary—MAC Chronicle

The MAC 25th Anniversary Committee has written the MAC Chronicle,tracing major events since MAC'’s inception to
the present. It is based on the MAC Newsletter and provides readers with an account of some events without analysis or
interpretation. Installments of the MAC Chronicle will appear in this and future issues of the MAC Newsletter. In this
issue, a brief version of the MAC Chronicle covers the events from MAC's founding through April, 1981. For a full version
of the MAC Chronicle, please contact Mary Ann Bamberger, University of Illinois at Chicago Library, Special Collections
Dept. Box 8198 M/C 234, Chicago, IL 60680, 312-996-2742 or e-mail at mabam@uic.edu.

Volume |, Number 1, January, 1973

THE FALL CONFERENCE. Over one hundred archi-
vists attended the second general meeting of MAC at
Chicago’s Bismarck Hotel on September 29-30, 1972. The
occasion marked the culmination of the formation of
MAC. The journey from an informal steering committee
meeting on January 7, to a first general meeting on May
5—6 at the Pick Congress Hotel, through long discussions
over programs, the constitution and bylaws, and candi-
dates for office, was over with the adoption of the MAC
constitution and bylaws and the election of its officers and
council members.

MAC OFFICERS AND COUNCIL. The first elected
officers were: President, Archie Motley, Vice President,
Father Tom Elliott, and Secretary-Treasurer, Mary Ann
Bamberger. Elected to two-year Council seats were: Den-
nis East, Jackie Haring, and David Olson. Elected to one-
year Council seats were: Frank Cook, Tom Krasean, and
Mary Lynn McCree. Elected to one-year Nominating
Committee terms were: Jennie Cross and Patrick Quinn
with David Olson appointed chair.

MAC MEMBERSHIP. The first annual membership fee
(due May 1st of each year) was $2.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. The two MAC
program meetings dramatically illustrated that there were
many archivists from small institutions, and new to the
profession, who needed the counsel of their more experi-
enced fellow workers. Those of us who had been in the
field for quite some time had also seen how badly we
needed to exchange ideas with our newer compatriots,
many of whom had already broadened our perspectives.
It was essential that archivists share ideas and get to know
each other, and MAC had done well to make this possible
on a practical, inexpensive basis.

Volume 1, Number 3, July, 1973

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, JUNE 11, 1973. MAC
was granted tax-exempt status by the IRS. Council agreed
to distribute the SAA questionnaire on the status of women
in the profession to non-SAA members of MAC. Council
decided to waive the registration fee for non-MAC mem-
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ber program participants, but would not support their
transportation or lodging.

Volume 2, Number 2, April, 1974

EDITOR’S NOTE. Father Thomas F. Elliott, Provincial
Archivist for the Indiana Province of the Holy Cross Fa-
thers, became the second newsletter editor beginning with
the January, 1975 issue. NOTE. For the first time black/

white photo images appeared in the newsletter.
Volume 2, Number 3, July, 1974

RIDE MAC: THE GRAY DOG TO THE TWIN CIT-
IES. Cheaper than any form of public transportation—
no hotel parking fee or car worries. Low round trip fare
included (northbound only): box lunch, beer, soft drinks,
good times. Bus equipped with bathroom. Save energy—

yours and nature’s.

Volume 2, Number 4, October, 1974

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, OCTOBER 2, 1974.
Resolution passed: “Whereas, the legal right of the Ameri-
can people to the ownership of all records prepared by or
for any public official of the Federal Government in the
course of carrying out the duties of the office to which he
or she has been elected or appointed is in dispute, Be it
resolved, that MAC supports the principle of public own-
ership of the official records of elected or appointed pub-
lic officials”.

REGIONAL ARCHIVAL SYSTEMS. This seminar,
sponsored by MAC's Special Projects Committee, ex-
changed information on such common problems as trans-
porting material, preserving and collecting local public
records, access and use, standardization of processing and
finding aids, public relations, professional staffing, and
determining which collections or records should be lo-
cated in regional depositories rather than the central agency.
This session was taped, transcribed, and edited. See The
Midwestern Archivist, Volume 1, Number 1, 1976.

Volume 3, Number |, April, 1975

MAC IN THE SPRING OF ‘75-CHICAGO-
EVANSTON, IL. This meeting ended with elections that
brought in the “second generation” of leadership for MAC.
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MAC COUNCIL MEETING, JANUARY 28, 1975
VIA CONFERENCE CALL. The Emeritus Membership
category was established to recognize, acknowledge, and
honor the many notable contributions made by retired
MACiers, and to keep open channels of communications
between retired and active practitioners of the archival pro-
fession.

The Publications Committee was charged to establish an
editorial board to formulate policy, solicit articles, and work
directly with contributors.

INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT. This regular feature
started with the April, 1973 issue.

Volume 3, Number 2, August, 1975 with work
Paper 1

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, APRIL 24, 1975. The
first Editorial Board was established consisting of Mary
Lynn Ritzenthaler, chair, Ken Duckett, J. Frank Cook,
John Fleckner, Holly Hall, and Tom Elliott as newsletter

editor liaison.

MAC BUSINESS MEETING, APRIL 26, 1975. As of
April 1, the MAC treasury had a balance of $485. Elec-
tion results: President, Jackie Haring, Secretary-Treasurer,
Joanne Hohler; Council: Bob Brubaker, Holly Hall, Lydia
Lucas; Nominating Committee: Dennis East and Virginia
Stewart.

Volume 3, Number 3, October, 1975

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. The MAC Pub-
lications Program introduced an Editorial Board that
envisioned itself not only as a publisher of scholarly works,
but as a vehicle for new ideas which otherwise might never
reach the printed page. The brand new Walter P. Reuther
Library of Labor and Urban Affairs opened its doors to
MAC:ers to host the Fall meeting.

Volume 3, Number 4, January, 1976

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. MAC Council
endorsed the separation of the National Archives and
Records Service from the General Services Administra-
tion as well as the principle that elected officials may se-
lect an archival repository for their papers thus keeping
their records near or in their state or regional area. The
Midwestern Archivist published its first issue with its cov-
ered designed by Paul Hass.
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MAC SEMINAR ON SUBJECT ACCESS TO LARGE
MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS. Sponsored by the
MAC Special Projects Committee, participants from Wis-
consin, Minnesota, Nebraska, lowa, Missouri, Illinois, and
Indiana discussed problems faced in managing large indi-
vidual or collective bodies of manuscript materials, the
demands and needs of patrons, and problems of apprais-
ing large collections for retention with particular empha-
sis on the papers of politicians and legislators.

Volume 4, Number 1 and 2, April and July, 1976
with 2 Supplements

THE MIDWESTERN ARCHIVIST. Four hundred cop-
ies of the first issue were printed and mailed at a cost of
$146.48. Printing of covers and layout sheets (adequate
for four more issues) cost $94.43. Book reviews, once in
the newsletter, were included in the journal.

Volume 4, Number 3 and 4, October, 1976 and
January, 1977

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, NOVEMBER 4, 1976.
Council voted to increase dues to $5 and the subscription
price for both the journal and newsletter to $10 a year.

Volume 5, Number |, July, 1977

MEMORANDUM. Dean De Bolt and Victoria Irons
were appointed co-editors of the MAC Newsletter in April.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. A record atten-
dance was set at 196 registrants for the Spring, 1977 MAC
meeting in Chicago. Since MAC'’s membership had grown
rapidly to 403 members and its character had changed, a
Membership Analysis Committee was appointed to gather
data on the membership.

MAC DUES TO INCREASE NEXT YEAR. Member-
ship dues were raised to $5 a year, effective May 1, 1978.
Non-members were charged $10 for both the newsletter
and journal and $7 alone for the newsletter.

STATEMENT ON PERSONNEL POLICIES. Formal
personnel policies vary depending on the nature of the
employing unit, but it was the judgement of MAC that
this statement formed a sound basis for a good working
relationship between professional archivists and their em-
ployers.

(Continued on page 28)

MAC Newsletter + March 1997 27



MAC 25th Annlversary — Continued
MAC Chronical

(Continued from page 27)

Volume 5, Number 2, October, 1977

POSTER OF THE MONTH. New Archivist Pills. In-
gredients: 20% Energy, 15% Curiosity, 15% Helpfulness,
10% Humor, 10% Patience, 10% Perseverance, 5% Sales-
manship, 5% Intuition, 5% Ingenuity, and 5% Imagina-
tion. All ingredients were acid-free. No non-preservatives

added.

Volume 5, Number 3, January, 1978
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE. The first in a regular series of

columns on current legislation related to archivists in the
Midwest. This column was intended as an open forum
for the announcement, discussion, and review of specific
bills, laws, and administrative rulings at the state or local
level.

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, NOVEMBER 11, 1977.
Committee guidelines were written, reviewed and ap-
proved for the following committees: Nominating, Mem-
bership Development, Emeritus Membership, and
Program.

MAC BUSINESS MEETING, NOVEMBER 10, 1977.
Frank De Loughery was elected to Emeritus Membership
status. MAC resolution on the Iowa State Archives was
approved unanimously by the membership.

Volume 6, Number 2, October, 1978

MAC EMERITUS MEMBERS. Biographies for Jesse E.
Boell, Theodore J. Cassady, Francis A. DeLoughery, James
D. Henn, Margaret Cross Norton, and Florence Stewart
were printed in this issue.

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, APRIL 27, 1978. Henry
Edwards was awarded Emeritus Membership status, guide-
lines for a MAC Archives Committee were approved, and
a Constitutional Revision Committee was appointed.

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, JULY 17, 1978. The Sec-
retary- Treasurer reported that the treasury had a current
balance of $2,388.

Volume 6, Number 3, January, 1979

MAC GOVERNING BODY. Officers: President, Mary
Ann Bamberger, Vice President, Patrick Quinn, Secretary-
Treasurer, Jim Fogerty; Council: Anne P. Diffendal, Chuck
Elston, Toby Fishbein, Greg Lennes, Steve Masar, and ].

Patrick Wildenberg; Newsletter Editor: Dean De Bolt;

Editorial Board Chair: Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler.
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NEWS AND NOTES. Limited edition of MAC buttons
—yellow with blue printing featuring the MAC logo—
were sold for 75 cents at the Fall MAC meeting.

Volume 6, Number 4, April, 1979
MAC EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT. This

Committee was charged to set up a mechanism to pro-
mote the continuing education of MAC members through
special interests seminars and workshops.

PROGRAM ANALYSIS COMMITTEE REPORT. This
Committee updated the listing of subjects, speakers, and
panelists at MAC meetings since 1972 through 1978.

Volume 7, Number 1, July, 1979

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL. President, Nick Burckel,
Vice President, Patrick Quinn, Secretary-Treasurer, Jim
Fogerty; Council: Anne Diffendal, Chuck Elston, J. Patrick
Wildenberg, John Fleckner, Sue Holbert, and Nancy
Prewitt. Nominating Committee: Bill Maher, Valerie
Browne, and Nancy Lankford was appointed chair.

RESOLUTIONS. MAC urged the exemption of the Di-
vision of Archives and History of the West Virginia De-
partment of Culture and History from the Sunset Law.

Volume 7, Number 2, October, 1979

MAC BUSINESS MEETING, MAY 11, 1979. Current
treasury balance was $810 before membership renewals
and revenues from the Spring meeting. Revenue from two
MAC meetings each year was critical to the budget, and
the lack of a 1979 Fall meeting limited MAC’s financial
flexibility. Dues were increased to $7.50 for individuals
and $15 for institutions.

MAC WINS! 14-3 MACaroons MAGNIFICENT.
Motley’s MACaroons, MAC's intrepid softball team, played
its first annual invitational game against MARAC Maraud-
ers in Grant Park on September 24, during the 1979 SAA
meeting in Chicago. Manager was Archie Motley and pitcher
was Greg Lennes. Other team members included Maynard
Brichford, Nick Burckel, Frank Cook, Chuck Elston, John
Fleckner, Toby Fishbein, Sue Holbert, Mary Janzen, Frank
Mackman, Patrick Quinn, and Pat Wildenberg. MAC Coun-
cil named Pat Wildenberg Most Valuable Player for his two
home runs. The traveling MAC trophy was presented to the
manager. The second annual invitational softball challenge

- was extended to the Society of Ohio Archivists. Team shirts
" were also made available for $6 with names on the back for

an additional 10 cents per letter cost.
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Volume 7, Number 3, January, 1980

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. MAC co-spon-
sored a Conference on Regional Archival Networks with

the State Historical Society of Wisconsin and the University
of Wisconsin System Archives Council.

AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL MAC MEMBERS AND
MAC OFFICERS. Council approved the offer of North-
western University to serve as the repository for the MAC
Archives. Editor’s Note: MAC Archives Committee guide-
lines were reprinted in this newsletter to inform new mem-
bers of the activities and purpose of this committee.

Volume 7, Number 4, April, 1980

MEMORANDUM FROM THE EDITOR. Both the
newsletter and journal were microfilmed and made avail-
able from University Microfilms.

MAC EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT. This
Committee was charged with providing opportunities for
continuing education by holding special interest seminars.
In evaluating the results of the questionnaires, it was ap-
parent that the members perceived a need for MAC to
sponsor workshops in basic archival functions as well as
intensive discussions of specific subjects. The Education
Committee intended to work with the Program Commit-
tee to plan and schedule these activities.

CONSERVATION NEWS NOTES BY MARY LYNN
RITZENTHALER. This new column was intended to
serve as a forum for information relating to the conserva-
tion and preservation of archival and library materials.

Volume 8, Number |, July, 1980

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL. President, Nick Burckel,
Vice President, Dennis East, Secretary-Treasurer, Jim
Fogerty; Council: John Fleckner, Sue Holbert, Nancy
Prewitt, Sister Jo Ann Euper, Doug Bakken, and Mary
Janzen; Newsletter editor: Nancy Lankford.

NEH FUNDS NETWORKS CONFERENCE. MAC,
the University of Wisconsin System Archives Council, and
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin received $9,973
to support the first national meeting for regional network
center directors, network coordinators, historical agency
administrators, and others operating or planning network
programs. The Conference was held July 15-17, 1981 in
Madison, Wisconsin.
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Volume 8, Number 3, January, 1981

CONSERVATION NEWS. SAA received a grant from
NEH to support its Basic Conservation Program. The
MAC Conservation Task Force was charged to gather in-
formation on the kinds of conservation services, institu-
tional and private, that were available to repositories in
the Midwest as well as the costs of such services.

Volume 8, Number 4, April, 1981

MAC COUNCIL MEETING, JANUARY 30, 1981. A
treasury balance of $5813.44 was reported. The vice-presi-
dent was delegated those responsibilities previously un-
dertaken by Council in oversight of the Program
Committee, and was to serve as Council’s representative
on the Education Task Force. The President was directed
to prepare a letter expressing Council’s unanimous con-
cern over funding for NHPRC. A resolution in support
of the appointment of the Archivist of the United States,
Robert M. Warner, was passed.

MAC JOINS COALITION TO SAVE OUR DOCU-
MENTARY HERITAGE. NHPRC was threatened with
extinction as well as budget reduction for other federal
granting agencies. MAC joined with archival and histori-
cal agencies from around the country in the Coalition,
formed to make a widespread and broad-based appeal to
members of Congress asking them not to let these valu-
able programs be dismantled. MAC area congressmen and
senators were listed so MAC members could write to them.

ARCHIVIST NEEDS ARTICLES. The Editorial Board
of the MidwesternArchivist formalized two policies: Ar-
ticles written by current board members would not be
published and board members abstained from decisions
made in regard to articles submitted by colleagues from
their own institutions.

NEWSLETTER NEEDS NEWS. The purpose of the
MAC Newsletter was to keep members abreast of archival
activities within the region or on the national level that
had implications for the Midwest area. The Newsletter
automatically printed reports of Council meetings and
program sessions, but the editor depended on MAC mem-
bers for news of state or local groups and individuals.
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