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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

August 21, 1996
Dear Colleagues,

MAC is now on the Web! Though the site is very much still under construction, we now have an official MAC website,
hosted and administered by Mark Vargas at the University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee. The address (or URL) for the site
is <http://www.uwm.edu/Library/arch/mac/mac.htm> and | invite anyone who has access to the Internet to look it
over and make suggestions as to style and content. Comments can be directed either to Mark Vargas or to Tyler Walters;
for the time being it will be the Newsletter Editorial Board, which Tyler chairs, which will be responsible for editorial
management of the site while Mark looks after the technical management.

As pleased as I am that MAC is now on the Web, I realize that by no means all of MAC’s members have easy access to the
Internet. For this reason, the site will not contain any MAC—related news or information that is not accessible to mem-
bers through other means (such as the newsletter, the directory, conference programs, etc.). Indeed, the website is in-
tended less as a service to MAC members than as a means of making information about MAC more easily accessible to
those who are not yet members. Hence the site will emphasize membership information summaries of recent Archival
Issues, applications for scholarships, and the like.

Similarly, the MAC site has as one of its direct links, a connection to a website created by the Fall 1996 LAC and setup
by Tim Spindler. This site, too, is still (as of my writing this) under construction, but will feature the conference program,
registration information, hotel rates, and such. Like the main MAC site, this is intended to help us get word of the
meeting out beyond MAC members (who will, of course, still receive all this in the mail). I would like to hear from any
member—with or without Internet access—with concerns or suggestions regarding MAC's first steps into cyberspace.

Back in the “real” world, I would like to report on four important initiatives. First, the second meeting between members
of the MAC and MARAC councils will occur during the SAA meeting in San Diego. High on the agenda will be further
planning for the joint meeting in 2000. A recent poll of MARAC members indicated that Cleveland was the “hands
down” favorite meeting spot. As you may recall, the MAC ballot gave Toronto a slim edge. Meanwhile, the archivists of
Cleveland have enthusiastically offered their services as hosts. I will keep you posted. Second, MAC is moving ahead with
plans to cooperate with regional and state archival organizations to play a direct role in the evolution of SAA’s Profes-
sional and Continuing Education (PACE) guidelines. Barbara Floyd is spearheading this effort, and she will probably be
in a position to publish a formal update in the next newsletter. Third, MAC’s new Membership Committee chair, Bob
McCown, has been soliciting input from a variety of quarters on how MAC can better serve its student members. I hope
that the Committee will be in a position to forward some options to Council for its next meeting.

Fourth, and finally, planning for the 25th Anniversary year continues apace. The program and local arrangements com-
mittees for 1997 are already hard at work and I can tell you even at this early date that next year’s meetings will be unlike
any ever seen at MAC—at 25 years we're not about to get stodgy and predictable. There is still time to send reminis-
cences or photos in to Frank Cook. (Otherwise, he will be forced to make them up all himself, and you don't really want
that, do you?) Anyway, I hope to see many of you in Madison—in the meantime keep those cards and e-mail messages coming.

Yours truly,

o

Mark A. Greene

Curator of Manuscripts Acquisitions
Acquisitions and Curatorial Department
612/296-2620 Internet: mgreene@tccn.com
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