News from the Midwest

Assistant Editor: April Anderson-Zorn, Illinois State University. Please submit News from the items to
April at aander2 @ilstu.edu. Submissions must be 150 words or less. Images are welcome!
Much appreciation to Lois Hamill who has been the assistant editor for this column for the past six years and
is retiring from Northern Kentucky University in January 2024. We wish Lois all the best in her retirement.

ILLINOIS

Principia College

In early October 2023, the Principia
archivist presented a special exhibition
and guided tours on the Principia
College campus in Elsah, Illinois,
showcasing selected artworks by
Frederick Oakes Sylvester from the
Principia Collections. Sylvester was an
early-twentieth-century Mississippi
River regionalist poet-painter and
Principia’s first art director (1901—
1915), and he owned a summer
cottage in Elsah, Illinois. Cohost of
the event and local Sylvester admirer
Ed Morrisey gathered collectors,
educators, and new enthusiasts
from the St. Louis region to the
communities surrounding Elsah
for the event. The archivist led
tours across the designated National
Historic Landmark campus to view
over 30 selected artworks. Historical
photographs and related ephemera
were exhibited to accompany the
artwork and to contextualize Sylvester’s
relationship with Elsah Village and his
endearing and enduring relationship
with the Principia community. Tour
attendees were encouraged to view
and participate, engaging with the
exhibit and sharing their knowledge
about Sylvester.

Frederick Oakes Sylvester exhibit.
Principia Archives Collections.

Southern lllinois University

Supported by Morris Library dean
John Pollitz, the Special Collections
Research Center collaborated in 2023
with the Sharp Museum to produce
the exhibit Chére Caresse: Art in
the Crosby Papers, featuring pieces
collected by Caresse Crosby during
her career as a publisher, including
works by noted artists Salvador Dali,
Romare Bearden, Dorothea Tanning,
and Alastair, and writers-turned-
artists D. H. Lawrence, Henry Miller,
and Charles Bukowski. Crosby is
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known for her Black Sun Press and
1940s periodical Portfolio. In 2024,
Special Collections will lend Polia
Chentoff’s portrait of Crosby to
the National Portrait Gallery for its
exhibition Brilliant Exiles: American
Women in Paris, 1900—1939. As part
of that exhibition, it will also travel
to two other institutions: the Speed
Art Museum in Louisville, Kentucky,
and the Georgia Museum of Art in
Athens, Georgia. The painting was
conserved with a generous donation

by Jeffery Leving.

Portrait of Caresse Crosby by Polia Chentoff. Photographed by Greg Wends.

(Continued on page 22)
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INDIANA

Purdue University Northwest

Purdue University Northwest is
honored to receive a number of items
from the historically significant
ACME Steel collection which was
formerly housed at Pullman National
Landmark. In alliance with the
Calumet Heritage Partnership,
Purdue Northwest is also obtaining a
grant from the Donnelly Foundation,
which will enable the institution to
process and eventually display this
collection for public consumption.
Comprising more than a century’s
worth of Calumet industrial history,
these artifacts were previously
on display at sites including the
Pullman National Monument Visitor
Information Center and the Chicago
Field Museum. This acquisition
includes blueprints, replicas, signs,
and employees’ personal effects, as
well as large industrial items such
as models, blast furnaces, and coke
plants. This collection will hopefully
be the seed collection of a future
museum celebrating the working class
history of Northwest Indiana.

IOWA

Davenport Public Library

On behalf of the Friends of the
Davenport Public Library, the
Richardson-Sloane Special Collections
Center successfully received a $19,138
Historical Resource Development
Program (HRDP) grant from the
State Historical Society of Iowa for
Preserving Local Music: Digitizing the
Fredlo Recording Studios Collection!
The Fredlo Recording Studios
collection covers 28 years (1948 to
1976) of local music recordings by
Fred and Lois Mauck. With this
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grant, Special Collections will be able
to digitize 287 items in various audio
recording formats including acetate
recordings, 78 rpm singles, vinyl
singles, full-length record albums, and
an open-reel tape. Work is estimated
to be completed by fall 2024. The
digitized versions will be made
available for patrons and researchers
to use on-site in the library. The
finding aid for the collection is located
at hteps://archives.davenportlibrary
.com/repositories/4/resources/1122.

“DREAMER WITH A PENNY”

Bill Ingogly, prominent Quad-City en-
tertainer, hos just completed his first
recording under the FREDLO lobel end
is available now at leading record deal-
ers. You'll like the smooth lyrics of
“Bill's" “Dreamer with a Penny,” as well
as the back side, which bounces along
as he sings “love, Mystery and Adven-
ture.” Ask your favorite record dealer
for this new FREDLO recording.

The Daily Times, February 19, 1952
page 17

RODETY D. Larney.
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The Daily Times, june 14, 1952, page 13

lowa State University

This past year, lowa State University
honored its first Black student-athlete
with the Jack Trice One Hundred
Year Commemoration. Trice died
on October 8, 1923, due to injuries
suffered while playing football for lowa
State. Special Collections University
Archives (SCUA), which preserves
many of the materials related to Trice,
was integral in the commemorations.
SCUA opened the exhibition, Once,
Twice, Trice: Students Tackle Naming
Jack Trice Stadium earlier this year and
recently launched an online version at
https://iastatedigital.org/exhibits/
oncetwicetrice. This exhibition
features Trice’s story and the 24
years of student activism to honor
Jack Trice by getting the football
stadium named for him. During the
final week of the Trice One Hundred
Commemoration, SCUA shared its
mission, the students’ decades-long
efforts to name the football stadium
for Trice, and Trice’s story with nearly
one thousand people by hosting
the “Trice 100: The Name, The
Legacy” lecture, displaying pop-up
exhibitions, and handing out limited-
edition commemorative posters and
buttons featuring SCUA collections.



NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—continued

April Anderson-Zorn, Assistant Editor

Jack Trice in lowa State College football
uniform, 1923. University Photographs,
Jack Trice Papers, RS 21/7/23, box 1579.
Special Collections and University
Archives, lowa State University Library,
Ames, lowa.

KANSAS

Fort Hays State University

Just in time for the holiday season,
a collection of audio recordings
featuring music, folk stories, oral
histories, recipes, and more are now
digitally available in the Samuel J.
Sackett Folklore Collection at Fort
Hays State University’s Forsyth
Library. Faculty and staff spent nearly
three years working to digitize and
digitally restore these recordings
(originally recorded on reel-to-reel
magnetic media and later migrated
to cassette tapes in the 1990s).
The recordings underwent audio
enhancement to improve the user
experience where possible. The
original, unaltered recordings are
available by request by interested
researchers. This online archive brings
history to life with recordings from
Dr. Sackett and his graduate assistants

who interviewed immigrants,
homesteaders, and figures between
1954 and 1977. Listen to the sonorous
tones of dulcimer music; hear folk
songs in Swedish, Volga German,
Czech, and other languages; and
enjoy poems, stories, and jokes from
a bygone era. Explore the collection
yourself at https://scholars.thsu.edu/
sackett.

KENTUCKY

Berea College Hutchins Library

Scholars, educators, and specialists
in diverse fields of study are invited
to apply for the 2023 Berea College
Media Archives Fellowship, an
outreach program of the Special
Collections and Archives (SCA)
department of the college’s Hutchins
Library. For more information
about the award and details on the
application process, please visit the
SCA website at https://libraryguides
.berea.edu/aboutsca/MFhome.

NEBRASKA

University of Nebraska—Omaha

The 50th anniversary celebration for
the Department of Black Studies at
the University of Nebraska—Omaha
began in 2021 with the library and
department honoring the “Omaha
54,” students arrested in 1969 during
a peaceful protest seeking equal
treatment. Archives and Special
Collections digitized records related
to the Department of Black Studies
and began a series of exhibits and
programs. The first exhibit debuted in
the library in 2021 and was followed
by the online exhibit Charting Our
Path: Celebrating 50 Years of Black
Studies in 2022 and a traveling
exhibit that is scheduled to continue
travel to libraries, museums, and

schools across Nebraska through
at least 2024. The project leads
are Dr. Cynthia Robinson (Black
studies), Amy C. Schindler (library),
and Claire Du Laney (library).
Funding was provided by UNO’s
Strategic Investment in Social Justice,
Inequality, Race, and Class initiative
and Archives and Special Collections’
grant from Humanities Nebraska.

SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota State Historical
Society

A historic collection of photographs
documenting steamboat traffic on
the Missouri River has been added
to the state of South Dakota’s digital
archives at https://sddigitalarchives
.contentdm.oclc.org/digital.
The Henry J. King collection of
photographs and postcards was
donated to Brule County in 1961
by Mr. and Mrs. Blakely King in
memory of Mr. King’s grandfather,
Captain Henry J. King. Captain
King was a Missouri River boatman
in the early days of Chamberlain.
The photographs and postcards
were displayed in the Brule County
Courthouse until 2008 when they
were donated to the State Archives.
Some of the images in the collection
include early Chamberlain, Missouri
River scenes, Fort Hale, the Corn
Palace, and the Old Brule Agency.
Most of the images are of steamboats
and the freighting industry along
the Missouri River during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Some of the steamboats
featured in the collection include
Ada Belle, General Meade, and Red
Cloud. A search for “Henry King” will
display the scanned images.

(Continued on page 23)
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WISCONSIN

LaCrosse Public Library

The La Crosse (WI) Public Library
Archives (LPLA) has partnered with
local FOX affiliate TV station WLAX
for the past four years to create
Rivertown, a historical documentary
series featuring LPLA-created content
from its Dark La Crosse programming,
Started in 2013, Dark La Crosse is a
suite of programs highlighting the
seedier cultural history of the La
Crosse area and includes walking
tours, trolley tours, an annual stage
production, and a video series/podcast
collaboration with the La Crosse
Tribune newspaper called Dark La
Crosse Stories. The 2022 Rivertown
episode, titled 7he Ballad of Brinkman
Ridge teaturing LPLA archivists Anita
Taylor Doering and Scott Brouwer,
was nominated for and won an Upper
Midwest Regional Emmy Award.
This was the first Emmy award won
by WLAX. The episode, along with
all 58 episodes of Dark La Crosse
Stories, can be viewed on YouTube
at htep://bit.ly/LAXRivertown and
https://bit.ly/DarkLaxPlaylist.

Archivist Anita Taylor Doering
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Avrchivist Scott Browwer

Rivertown TV show title card

Milwaukee County Historical
Society

Last year, the Milwaukee County
Historical Society received American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding
from Milwaukee County to purchase
and install three sets of Spacesaver
compact shelving units. The first
two were installed in storage areas
in the Milwaukee County Historical
Center basement this year, and both
installations have more than doubled
the storage capacity of their respective
storage areas. Equipping these spaces
with compact shelving has a great
impact in a physically small county
historical society, where archival
storage space is at a premium. Pending
successful structural stability testing,
the third and final set of compact
shelving units is due to be installed
next year on the historical center’s

mezzanine, in the staff-only portion
of the Research Library.

New compact shelving. Photo by Michael
Barera.

Recollection Wisconsin

Recollection Wisconsin is a project
managed by the Wisconsin Library
Services (WiLS) to bring digital
collections from across the state
together under the Digital Public
Library of America (DPLA) umbrella.
Recollection Wisconsin has enhanced
and expanded its Digital Readiness
Toolkit (https://pressbooks.pub/
drtoolkit) to incorporate guidance
and best practices on digitizing
and sharing audiovisual content.
These enhancements, a result of
valuable contributions from the
Community Archiving Workshop
(https://communityarchiving.org/
about) include a comprehensive
digital readiness self-assessment tool
for your organization, a framework for
prioritizing audiovisual materials for
digitization, and in-depth guidance
tailored specifically to managing
audiovisual collections. We've
also updated and expanded the
Digital Project Planning Worksheet,
added support for choosing a
Collection Management System and
recommendations for digitization
equipment, and incorporated requests
for resources and information that
practitioners have requested. This
updated version is now available in



NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—continued

April Anderson-Zorn, Assistant Editor

e-book format, which offers a more
user-friendly, interactive experience
with easier access to the toolkit’s
valuable information. Generous
support for this project is provided
by the National Historic Paper and
Records Commission (NHPRC).
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A complete guide to creating
and tending a digital collection

Digital Readiness Toolkit

University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

The University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee (UWM) Libraries
completed an expansion and
renovation of the Archives
Department, providing the UWM
community and others with modern
and inviting spaces in which to
pursue research and learning. The
$2.8 million renovation includes an
active learning classroom to maximize
collaboration among students, a public
reading room, and a separate gallery
area with exhibit cases to showcase
the collections. The renovation also
consolidates and expands collection
storage and provides improved climate
control to support the long-term
preservation of valuable and fragile
documents, photographs, films, and

other materials. The opportunity to
undertake this renovation was made
possible by a generous $1 million
gift from an anonymous donor.
Additional support was provided
by the State of Wisconsin, local
foundations, and private individuals.
The project reached its fund-raising
goal in 2020, and construction began
in December 2021.

UWM Archives public reading room
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