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Dear MAC Members,

As we enter a new calendar year, the situation for archivists and other cultural heritage workers continues to
feel perilous as workforces are still being reduced, financial support remains in jeopardy, politicians propose
and pass legislation that directly impacts our work as well as how we are allowed to talk about our work and
the events of history, and more. MAC leaders continue to be aware of these issues and are here to support
members through community, professional development, and the advocacy we take on issues of importance
to the profession, our association, and the communities we serve.

MAC Council has for a number of years taken positions on issues, including making a statement on actions
by the Trump administration (2025), registering opposition to Ohio HB327 (2022), supporting LGBTQ+
history and the exhibit Making History: Kansas City and the Rise of Gay Rights (2021), and standing in solidarity
with the Asian American Pacific Islander community. Most recently, Council responded to and approved a
statement on the State Historical Society of Iowa’s proposed closure of the Iowa City Research Center (2025).

We recognize the importance of responding to issues on behalf of our members: statements from MAC can
help to inform and influence the public about archives and records issues generally, they can demonstrate our
professional expertise and relevance, they can illustrate our commitment to professional values and ethics and
our willingness to hold leaders accountable, and a collective statement from a professional association can add
weight and value to a message beyond that of an individual member.

I hope that you will continue to turn to MAC for support and to address issues that may occur in your community.
A Social Response Committee (SRC) established in October 2020 was designed to respond to archives-related
actions in the public sphere; however, since its inception, MAC struggled to recruit and retain members on
this committee. The work of researching and writing statements has largely fallen to the president and secretary,
who independently conduct research to clarify and understand the issues before crafting a statement for Council
review and approval. Organizationally, we provided little information to members about what the SRC or
Council might require to evaluate and respond to a member request for a statement.

To reflect actual practice and to allow MAC leaders to be more agile in responding to requests for statements,
Council officially disbanded the Social Response Committee during our October meeting. We are in the
process of updating the MAC website to provide information and guidance about MAC position statements
in general, the criteria we use in responding to and analyzing requests, and to provide a mechanism to collect
information from the requestor about the issue(s) and directing MAC leadership to the types of background
information that are necessary to write an informed statement (news articles, reports, etc.). These requests
will go to the president, who will work with the requester and others on Council to draft and approve future
statements. Ultimately, our goal is to collect as much information as possible to allow us to respond to requests
in a timelier fashion.

I hope you will reach out to MAC if and when you believe it is important for our collective voice to be heard.
If you have questions about the process of requesting a statement or Council’s decision, I hope you’ll reach out
to me at president@midwestarchives.org.

WW

Michelle Sweetser
MAC President
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