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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST — Continued

Tanya Zanish-Belcher & Mee Kim, Assistant Editors

Minnesota

University of Minnesota
Immigration History Research
Center

Minnesota Library Access
Center

Proposed funding for the Minnesota
Library Access Center has been ap-
proved by Governor Arne Carlson and
the Immigration History Research
Center is looking forward to a new
home. Tentative plans calls for ground

breaking this Spring.

“American’s Response to
Immigration, 1918-1993"

A grant of $60,000 from the National
Endowment for the Humanities is
helping the IHRC fund a one-year
project, “American’s Response to Im-
migration, 1918-1993.” Project archi-
vists will arrange and describe the
extensive records of the American
Council for Nationalities Service
(ACNS) and US Committee for Refu-
gees (USCR) to make them more ac-
cessible to researchers.

Missouri

Missouri State Archives

The exhibit “ The Verdict of History:
FExamining Missours’s Judicial Record’
will be on display through 1997 in the
Atrium of the Missouri State Infor-
mation Center at 600 West Main
Street in Jefferson City.

Western Historical Manuscript
Collections—University of
Missouri atColumbia

New acquisitions by the Western His-
torical Manuscript Collection include:

http://www.system.missouri.edu/
whme/new.htm

Google

Hawkins, J.W. (1837 -)
Diary, 1861

This diary, belonging to J.W.
Hawkins, illustrates his experiences
and Southern sympathies during the
Civil War.

Shane, Frederick
(1906-1990) Collection

This collection contains audio record-
ings of Missouri artist Shane.

Melton, Emory (1923 - )
Papers, 1972-1996

These papers, of a Republican Mis-
souri state senator, contain correspon-
dence and subject and legislative files.

Rusk, Howard A. (1901-1989)
Papers

Rusk was a pioneer in the field of re-
habilitative medicine.

Nebraska

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
“The Frontier in American
Culture”

This traveling exhibition examines
two of the most compelling sources
of frontier stories: historian Frederick
Jackson Turner’s famous lecture and
article, “The Significance of the Fron-
tier in American History,” and Buf-
falo Bill Cody’s Wild West and
Congress of Rough Riders. The exhi-
bition was organized by the Ameri-
can Library Association in
cooperation with the Newberry Li-
brary. More information on the ex-
hibit and a calendar of future venues
is available on the library’s website:

http://www.unl.edu/lover/
spec.html

North Dakota

University of North Dakota
(Grand Forks)

Due to flooding in the Grand Forks
area, the University has been closed
until further notice, and the town has
been evacuated. However, staff archi-
vist Bob Garrett has confirmed that
the library and the archives are still
dry as of April 29th. The archives and
its holdings are also further protected
by virtue of their location on the
fourth floor of the library. In the
meantime, the staff is keeping in con-
tact and will undoubtedly be review-
ing their disaster procedures.

Ohio

Cleveland Health Sciences
Library Historical Division

The Library’s Historical Division, in-
cluding the museum, archives, and
rare book collection, is now known as
the Dittrick Medical History Center.
The museum will retain the name:
Dittrick Museum of Medical History.
The Dittrick’s homepage URL is:

http:www.cwru.edu/CWRU/chsl/
hist_div.htm

(From The Obio Archivist, Vol. 28,
No. 1 Spring, 1997)

Society of Ohio Archivists

The Society of Ohio Archivists will
“celebrate local government in Ohio”
during its 5th Annual Archives Week
program, during October 19-25,
1997. This year’s program will focus
on the records of local governments
across the state and the offices which
create them. It is one in a series of

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17)

themes leading up to the bicenten-
nial of Ohio statehood in 2003. Lo-
cal governments in Ohio include 88
counties, 942 cities and villages,
1311 townships, and 250 public li-
brary districts.

SOA is inviting counties, municipali-
ties, townships, and public libraries to
hold open houses during Archives
Week. It is also encouraging county
historical societies and genealogical
societies to provide encouragement
and support. SOA will prepare a
poster for the week. Contact: George
Bain, Archives Week Coordinator
Archives & Special Collections, Ohio
University Libraries Athens, OH
45701-2978. Voice: 614 593 2713
Fax: 614 593 0138 E-mail:
<gbain1@ohiou.edu>

The Spring Meeting was held on 17
and 18 April at the Ohio History Cen-
ter. Keynote speaker was Don Olvey
of OCLC and his topic was “The Fu-
ture of Archives and Manuscripts.”

The spring issue of the OHIO AR-
CHIVIST is available and includes:
“E.W. Scripps and the Modern News-
paper Business” by Gerald ]. Baldasty,
Prof. of Communications at the Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle. This
feature article is the result of research
in the Scripps Collection at Ohio
University and covers E.W. Scripps’
newspaper career and his innovations
in the news media, including news-
papers, wire services, and syndication;
An institutional spotlight on the His-
torical Archives of the Chancery of the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, by Archi-
vist Donald Buske, giving a history of
the archives and Archdiocese, as well
as a description of the collections
(circa 1813 to the present); Session
reports on the fall meeting at the Ru-
therford B. Hayes Presidential Cen-
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ter in Fremont, including such top-
ics as Dr. Robert Warner’s talk on
the independence movement of the
National Archives; SGML and a dis-
cussion of “keeping up with the
Joneses” electronically (full articles,
pro and con, to appear in the next
two issues); Roger Long’s talk on the
history of the mummy of Watson
Brown, son of the famous John B.;
Presidential libraries, and much
more; A report on the Cuba project,
including material from the latest
issue of PASADO Y PROLOGO
(the newsletter of the Cuban group
Sociedad y Archivos) and informa-
tion on the upcoming International
Congress of Information in Havana
in October; Notes on the new Ohio
Local Government Information Lo-
cator System (LGILS); Reports on
Archives Week in Ohio; and regular
features: the Listserv Sampler, by
Anne Wittekind and Shari Christy,
news from Ohio institutions, the
President’s column, and various an-
nouncements on where to find
things, etc., of interest to archivists.
For further information about mem-
bership in SOA or copies of the
OHIO ARCHIVIST, contact: Diane
Mallstrom, SOA Secretary-Treasurer,
at dmallstr@freenet.columbus.oh.us
(Tel: 614/228-6515 x129).

South Dakota

South Dakota State Historical
Society, State Archives
(Pierre)

South Dakota Newspaper
Project

The “South Dakota Newspaper
Project” is attempting to borrow news-
papers to microfilm and thereby pre-
serve them for future use. A second
major goal is to improve public acces-

sibility to information about these
newspapers. A catalog record is cre-
ated for each newspaper name and
the records are made available on the
South Dakota Library Network.

Please contact news@chc.state.sd.us
with information about unique col-
lections of South Dakota newspapers
held by individuals, publishers, or in-
stitutions. Only in rare instances does
the State Archives preserve fragile
newsprint and papers are returned to
their owners upon request.

The State Archives also recently re-
ceived a state appropriation of
$100,000 from the Governor’s Office
to acquire copies of Bureau of Indian
Affairs records related to South Da-
kota reservations and agencies. In ad-
dition to purchasing existing
microfilm, the project will provide
funds to film original records now
accessible at the National Archives in
Washington, D.C. The Archives will
acquire files for Cheyenne River, Crow
Creek, Flandreau, Lower Brule, Pine
Ridge, Rosebud, Sisseton, Standing
Rock, Yankton, and other agencies.

Wisconsin

State Historical Society of
Wisconsin

Records of the Wisconsin
Railroad Commission

Records of the Wisconsin Railroad
Commission, one of the earliest regu-
latory agencies in Wisconsin, and its
successor, the Public Service Commis-
sion, are among the first documents
to benefit from a special four-year
project by the Archives Division of the
SHSW. Begun in March, 1996, the
project will reappraise and improve
access to over 50,000 cubic feet of

(Continued on page 20)



ELECTRONIC CURRENTS — continued

Janet Carieton, Ohio Historical Society

(Continued from page 19)

6) Always use <ALT> tags to offer
concise descriptions of images/graph-
ics, and, for clickable image maps, of-
fer text menus as an alternative.

7) Don'’t offer documents/files only
in proprietary/graphics formats, un-
less it is absolutely essential (e.g., that
the document look like the original
form, such as a tax form). Do offer
documents, if possible, also as text
files. Besides the online forms/reports,
offer the user an opportunity to print
out and mail in, or telephone or write
to request hard copy.

8) Be certain to offer several ways for
the user to contact your repository—
a telephone number, E-mail address,
and street/postal address.

9) Check all pages for readability
(grammar, spelling, logical progres-
sions).

10) Avoid using frames. Usability
studies find users particularly frus-
trated by frames, in addition, many
browsers do not support frames ad-
equately, if at all.

Universal Accessibility Links
of Particular Value

http://www.cast.org/bobby

Bobby

“Bobby is an easy to use program that
will help you make web pages acces-
sible to those with disabilities. It will
also find HTML compatibility prob-
lems that prevent pages from display-
ing correctly on different web
browsers.”
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http://www.trace.wisc.edu/text/
guidelns/htmlgide/htmlgide.htm

Unified Web Site Accessibility Guide-
lines, TRACE. “It is possible today to
make very creative, artistic and inter-
esting Web documents that are com-
pletely accessible. These guidelines are
a compilation of input and guidelines
from a wide range of groups and in-
dividuals working on developing ac-
cessible Web principles and strate-
gies.”

http://www.gsa.gov/coca/

United States, Center for Information
Technology = Accommodation.
CITA— “(formerly the Clearing-
house on Computer Accommoda-
tion) at the General Services Admin-
istration, works with Federal agencies
to ensure the accessibility of their

WWW servers.”

http://infoservice.gc.ca/
programs/guide/3_1_4e.html

Universal Accessibility, Building the
Site, Government of Canada Internet
Guide. Clear, concise guidelines for
designing accessible pages. Includes

discussion of use of formats such as
PDF (Adobe Acrobat).

http://www.yuri.org/webable/

WebABLE! “The authoritative Web
directory for disability-related Internet
sources.”

NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST —
(Continued from page 18)

governmental records in the State
Archives. As part of the project, ar-
chivists have already brought to light
many records that may have been
overlooked by researchers because of
inadequate description. These records
should be useful to transportation and
community historians as well as to
model railroaders.

Series 1200: Records of Civil
War Regiments, 1861-1900

Civil War enthusiasts representing the
La Crosse Light Guard (Company B,
2nd Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers)
were among the first researchers to
make use of Series 1200: Records of
Civil War Regiments, 1861-1900, a
newly processed group of state records
about the Civil War held by the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin. These
records, and similar material, docu-
menting other military units recruited
from the La Crosse area were avail-
able for a month of special research
and viewing at the new Area Research
Center in the Murphy Library at the
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.
The records in Series 1200 include
muster-in and out rolls, regimental
histories, correspondence, and exten-
sive documentation of personal expe-
riences of individual soldiers.
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