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Women ' s Archives and Special Collections on the WWW
By Ginny Daley

Special Collections Library

Duke University

Guide to Women 's Archival Collec
tions at the University of Louisville

Libraries

http : / /www . louisville . edu /
library /uarc /womg /tablcon .htm

Women 's rare and archival materials
have become amainstay for most re
positories . One look at themultitude
of web sites featuring women 's collec -
tions and even the biggest skeptic will
realize that women 's studies a

re here

to stay ! There are simply fa
r

too many

web sites that feature women ' smate
rials to list them a

ll

here . Instead , I

will refer to one site that provides the

definitive lis
t

o
f

women ' s collections

o
n the WWW and highlight a few

sites that I think a
re exemplary in their

design . The bulk of this article will
focus on sites that provide o

n - line ver
sions o

f

women ' s primary sourcema
terials . These includes both manu
script materials that have been
digitized a

swell as electronic text ver
sions of rare printed materials .

(what seems like ) every archival web

site and scoured " these sites closely so

a
s

to find clues to sources about and

b
y

women , even when they a
re not

highlighted b
y

the creator o
f

the web
page . ” As a result , Jackson has created

a
n

o
n -line hybrid o
f

Women ' sHistory
Sources and a DAMRUS fo

r

women ' s

collections .Word to the wise : if you
have information about women ' s col
lections o

n yourweb site ,you need to

visit this web page andmake sure your

repository is included in this virtual

bible o
f

women ' s archival collections !

Most of uswith collection guides on
line have simply converted a

n exist
ing guide into a

n HTML document
and thrown it u

p
o
n theweb with little

o
r

n
o modification .What results is

long A - Z list that takes little advan
tage o

f

web technology . As a part o
f

theNHPRC -funded Women ' sManu
script Collections Project a

t

the Uni
versity o

f

Louisville libraries , Mary
Margaret Bellhas done an impressive

job designing a
n interesting , good

looking ,wonderfully illustrated ,well
organized , and easy to navigate web

version o
f
a
n

otherwise traditional col

lection guide .

The following three web sites stand

out as excellent examples o
f

how to
make the best use o

f

web technology

when creating a repository web site ,

mounting a collection guide on -line ,

o
r devising a creative way to highlight

holdings in a particular subject area .General Information o
n

Women ' s Collections Women a
t

Duke
http : / /www . duke . edu /web /

Archives /current /womduke .html
Uncovering Women ' s History in

Archival Collections
http : / /www . lib .utsa . edu /

Archives / links .htm

Maintained b
y

the Archives fo
r

Re
search o

n Women and Gender a
t

the

University o
f

Texas a
t

San Antonio ,

this list is the most comprehensive

source o
f

information about Internet

sites related to women ' s archival col
lections . Over 70 repositories are iden -

tified and listed geographically . A
p
-

proximately 2
0 o
f

the repositories

cited are women -specific o
r

have

women -identified collecting focuses .

Over 3
0 sites include specific guides

to o
r descriptions o
f

their women ' s

collections . Cyber - goddess Jil
l

Jackson

has gone one step farther and visited

Iowa Women ' s Archives
http : / /www . lib .uiowa . edu / iwa )

This University o
f

Iowa si
te caughtmy

eye because o
f
it
s inviting professional

look , ease o
f navigability and depth

and breadth o
f

information . Renee
McKinney and Robert Jett have d

e

signed a solid infrastructure that cov

e
rsevery aspect o
f

this relatively young

repository and gives it room to grow

a
s
it expands the information offered

a
t

this site . Their subject index to col
lections is a simple , y

e
t

brilliant way ,

to assist researchers to find collections

pertaining to a wide range o
f

topics .

Not an exhibit ,but not a traditional
collection guide either , Tom Harkins
has invoked a narrative format to give

u
s
a history lesson o
n women a
t

Duke
University ,while describing the archi
val collections where this information

is found in the University Archives .

This essay is illustrated with scanned

images o
f original documents , pro

vides links to the finding aids of spe

cific collections , and lists pertinent
thesis and dissertations held in the a

r

chives .

(Continued o
n page 1
2 )

MAC Newsletter · June 1997 1
1

Colby Wranek
Cross-Out



Women 's Archives and Special Collections on the WWW — Continued

Ginny Daley , Duke University .

(Continued from page 11)

Primary Sources Available
On- line

excellent summaries of each original

letter which has been transcribed and
beautifully scanned . It also provides
links to other Nightingale sources
available on the WWW .

A Gulf War Diary
http : / / www .msstate . edu /Ar
chives /History /USA /GulfWar /
diary . koren

word , place, or personal name. Addi
tional primary documents are avail
able in the On -line Exhibit . A section
on Selected Writings include tran
scriptions from many of Goldman 's
published and unpublished works .

From the Historical Text Archives at
Mississippi State University , this tran
scription of Judy Koren 's contempo
rary diary chronicles her experiences

in Haifa during the recent Gulf War .

African American Women
http : / /
scriptorium . lib .duke . edu /
collections /african - american
women .html

пет

American and British Women 's
Diaries

http : / /www . library .upenn . edu /
etext /diaries /

Civil War Women
http : / /
scriptorium . lib . duke . edu /
collections /civil -warwomen .html

TheMargaret Sanger Papers Project

http : / /www. nyu . edu/projects /
sanger /

This is the web site for the Sanger
Papers documentary editing project

based at New York University . The
collection of Sanger 's papers , docu
menting her pioneer efforts in the
birth controlmovement , is currently
available on microfilm through UPA.
In addition , project editors plan “ to
produce a series of electronic editions
organized around significant events or

issues in thebirth control movement .”
Although there is only one archival

document currently available at this

site , project editors claim that a sam
pling “of its first electronic edition
consisting o

f

200 pages o
f

documents

[focusing ) on the legal and social rami
fications o

f Sanger ' s publication o
f

The Woman Rebel ” will be available

in June 1997 .

Civil War Women : Primary Sources

o
n the Internet

http : / /

scriptorium . lib .duke . edu /women /

cwdocs . html

The Center for Electronic Text &

Image (CETI ) provides on - line access

to unique , rare , and other original
materials from the University o

f

Penn
sylvania Library ' s holdings including
digital facsimiles o

f
5 women ' smanu

script diaries . The diaries are beauti
fully scanned ,but do not include tran -

scriptions . Brief summaries o
f

the

diaries give an overview o
f

their con

tent , but , without searchable tran -

scriptions , the dated table o
f

contents

doesn ' tmean much as a navigational
tool . A separate o

n - line collection
based o

n

the Life and Death o
f

Harriett Frean , written b
y May

Sinclair , includes facsimiles of the first

edition ,holographic manuscript , and
workbook , aswell as an electronic ver
sion o

f
th
e

printed text resulting in a

superb electronic research collection .

The Emma Goldman Papers

http : / / sunsite .Berkeley .EDU /

goldman /

These o
n - line archival collections fea

ture scanned pages and transcriptions

o
foriginal manuscript collectionsheld

in Duke ' s Special Collections Library .

The writings o
f

African -American
women include several slave letters

andmemoirs . Thewritings ofwomen
during the American Civil War in
clude the 1864 diary o

f
a 1
6 year old

girl and the papers o
f

two spies . A

separate jump page provides links to

a half dozen other primary sources

found elsewhere o
n

the Internet that

are directly related to women and the

Civil War , such a
s Rachel Cormany ' s

diary , the diary of 10 year ol
d

Carrie
Berry , and the Civil War reminis
cences o

f

Catharine Hunsecker .Florence Nightingale

http : / /www .kumc . edu / service /

clendening / florence /

florence .html

This is the web site fo
r

th
e

Goldman

Papers documentary editing project

based a
tUC Berkeley . The collection

o
f

primary sources (held b
y

various

archival repositories ) o
fGoldman , an

important radical feminist and anar
chist , is currently available o

nmicro

fi
lm through Chadwyck -Healey , Inc .

The project has also sponsored sev

eral other publications aswell as a trav
eling exhibit . The Document and Pic
torial Highlights section o

f

this web

site contain over 6
0

scanned original

photographs , letters , telegrams , and
handbills which a

re

searchable b
y key

A selection o
f

over 3
0 letters written

b
y

Florence Nightingale is held in the
University o

f

Kansas Clendening His -

tory o
f

Medicine Library .Chronologi
cal and correspondent indices give
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Diotima : Materials fo
r

th
e

Study o
f

Women and Gender in the Ancient

World

http : / /www . uky . edu /
ArtsSciences /Classics /
gender .html

A Celebration o
f

Women Writers

http : / /www . cs . cmu . edu /afs /

c8 . cmu . edu /user /mmbt /www /women /

writers .html

some interesting pieces such a
s The

Sorrows o
f

Yamba o
r

The Negro

Woman ' s Lamentation ( originally
published in 1795 ) , an 1858 letter
from Mildred Carr in Liberia , an 1837
letter from Mrs . A . M . Smythe to her
cousin concerning the sale o

f
a family

o
f

slaves , TheWorks o
f

Anna Laetitia

Barbauld , with a memoir b
y

Lucy

Aikin (originally published in 1825 ) ;

and the manuscript diary o
f Nancy

Emerson written during th
e

CivilWar .

Compiled and edited b
y

Mary Mark
Ockerbloom a

t CarnegieMellon Uni
versity this site provides extensive link
ing to originaltextswritten b

y
a wide

range o
f

women authors .

A virtual research center built and

maintained b
y

scholars that includes
syllabi , bibliographies , visual images ,

academic articles , and e -texts . Tran
scriptions and translations o

f

hard - to

find writings o
f

ancient and medieval

women such a
s Sappho , Hildegard

von Bingen ,andMargery Kempe , are
included among the course materials

and anthology sections .

The Emory Women Writers Resource

Project

http : / /

chaucer . library . emory .edu /wwrp /

wwp _ frame .html

Documenting The American South
http : / / sunsite .unc . edu /

docsouth / index .html

The National American Woman
Suffrage Association Collection ,

1848 – 1921

http : / /lcweb2 . loc . gov / ammem /

naw /nawshom .html

Drawn from the holdings o
f

the Uni
versity o

f

North Carolina a
t Chapel

Hill ' s Academic Affairs Library , this
web site includes e -texts of the pub

lished diaries ,memoirs , autobiogra
phies , and slave narratives of a dozen
19th century Southern women .

This project is designed to provide

students with edited versions o
f

rare

and unfamiliar texts written b
y

women , and to supply essential back
ground and ancillary materials o

f

the

writers and their works . Unlike the
more widely know Brown Women
Writers Project (where you can only

purchase texts from their web site ) , the
Emory e -texts are available o
n -line ,

free o
f

charge , complete with hot
linked editorial and historical foot
notes .

Nineteenth Century Women Writers

Web

http : / /www .clever .net / 19cwww /

home2 .html

Although women are surely repre

sented throughout the Library o
f

Congress ' 38 American Memory
projects , this is the only project de
voted solely to women ' s documents .

This o
n - line collection is a 167 - item

subset o
f

the larger National Ameri

can Woman Suffrage Association Col
lection housed in LC ' s Rare Book and
Special Collections Division . It in

cludes mostly published works a
l

though there a
re some unpublished

typescripts .

Godey ' s Lady ' s Book On - line
http : / /

www .history . rochster .edu / godeys

A
n ongoing project , this adds to the

canon o
f

electronic versions o
f

texts

written b
y

19th Century American

women such a
s Lydia Maria Child ,

Rebecca HardingDavis , Sarah Louisa
Forten , Sarah Josepha Hale , Frances

E . W .Harper , Harriet Beecher Stowe ,

Sojourner Truth , Harriet Wilson ,

Constance Fenimore Woolson and

numerous others . This site has re

cently added a collection o
f previous
published archival documents such a

s

the Boston Female Anti - Slavery
Society ' s 1835 Constitution and over

3
0

state and local National Suffrage

Convention Resolutions , dating from
1848 to 1876 .

This contains several complete issues

o
f

one o
f

the 19th century ' s most
popular women ' smagazines complete
with fashion illustrations galore , plus
poetry , engravings , and articles .Items from UVA ' s Special Collections

http : / / etext . lib .virginia . edu /

speccol .html

(Continued o
n page 14 )Numerous e -texts and on -line manu

scripts ar
e

digitized b
y

the University

o
fVirginia ' s Electronic Text Center as

a part o
f

Rare Book School classes ,

classes offered to UVA faculty , or other
projects . As digital exercises , these re

sources stand alone without much

context , but , nevertheless , there are
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(Continued from page 13)

Women in America , 1820 – 1842
http : / / xroads .virginia . edu /
whyper /detoc / fem /home .htm

Women 's Land Army
http : / / 159 . 121 . 28 . 251 /
osuwla .html

The Mary Lyon Web Site
http : / /www .mtholyoke . edu /
marylyon /

Originally published in the early 19th
century , these accounts of 18 foreign
travelers describe the conditions of
women 's lives in the United States , ac -
cessed chronologically or topically.

Part of a larger exhibit on Oregon 's
Emergency Farm Labor Service ,

1943 – 1947 , this simple, yet visually
stimulating , display of posters and
photographs features materials held in

the Oregon State University Archives.

Meet Mary Lyon , a pioneer of
women 's higher education who
foundedMount Holyoke College, th

e

first college fo
r

women . An integrated
site that is part exhibit , part teaching
packet , it features primary sources ,

historical narrative , study questions
and suggested school projects (geared

a
t junior high age ) .

Worcester Women ' s History Project
http : / /www .assumption . edu /html /

Academic /history /WWHP /

front .html

Household Words : Women Write
from and fo

r

the Kitchen

http : / /www . library .upenn .edu /

special /gallery /aresty /

aresty1 .html
Celebrating Sophia Smith

http : / /www .smith .edu /

libraries . ca / sophia / index . htm

A project aimed a
t increasing recog

nition o
f

the first national women ' s

rights convention ( 1850 ) , this site in

cludes a
n extensive o
n -linearchive in

cluding the call , proceedings , news
paper accounts , and letters .

Digital version o
f
a
n exhibit highlight

ing the Aresty Collection o
n

the Cu -

linary Arts a
t

the University o
f Penn

sylvania Special Collections
Department features cookery manu
scripts and published books o

f
reci

pes , etiquette and household advice .

Exhibits Featuring Women ' s

Primary Sources

An exhibit commemorating the
founder o

f

Smith College , this site
includes numerous original docu
ments from archival collections at

Smith College . Its simple , yet beauti
ful , design makes it quick to load and

easy to navigate . The rich historical
information qualifies this site a
s
a use

ful research tool .

Women Come to th
e

Front
http : / / lcweb . loc . gov /exhibits /

wcf /wcf0001 .html

Muse and Confidante : the Angelica
Schuyler Church Archive

http : / /www .lib .virginia .edu /

exhibits /church / index .html

A Library o
f Congress exhibit about

journalists , photographers ,and broad
casters during World War II includes
reproductions o

f originalmanuscripts ,

photographs , newspaper and maga
zine articles , as well as historical
sketches o

f

eight women war corre
spondents and photographers .

Upstate New York and the Women ' s

Rights Movement
http : / /

rodent . lib . rochester . edu / rbk /

women /women .htm

A
n

o
n -line exhibit of the Church pa

pers recently acquired b
y

the Special

Collections Department at the Uni
versity o

fVirginia . Featuring mostly
letters written to Church b

y

famous

men , like Thomas Jefferson , there a
re

also several letters written b
y

other

women . The exhibit text does an ex

cellent jo
b

o
f interpreting the power

and position Church enjoyed in her
relationships with political figures .

Also available is an inventory to the

Church Archive complete with links

to additional letters (albeit only im
ages and not transcriptions ) . The
depth o

f

historical information and

extensive amount o
f primary sources

in the exhibit easily classify this site as

a
n o
n - line edition o
f

the archive and

can readily b
e

used a
s
a primary source

to support a
ll

kinds o
f

research .

Exhibit commemorating the75th a
n -

niversary o
f

the passage o
f

the nine
teenth amendment includes reproduc

tions o
f primary documents held in

the Department o
f

Rare Books and
Special Collections , at the University

o
f

Rochester Library .
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