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The MAC Meeting Coordinating
Committee — What is It ? . . .

By Elisabeth Wittman ,MAC Vice President and MCC Chair

MAC Council Action Items
May 1 - 2 , 1997

- Dennis Meissner was appointed editor of Archival
Issues fo

r

another one year term . The goal of the A . I .

editorial board is to get the publication schedule back

o
n track b
y

January o
f

1998 .

– Council determined that a jointMAC /MARAC mem
bership option was not feasible ,but Council is still com
mitted to finding ways to g

e
t

Archival Issues in thehands

o
f people outside theMidwest region .

Council voted unanimously to accept the proposal o
f

th
e

Fall 1997 program committee . Themeeting ' s theme
will be “ Twenty - five Years of Documenting the Ameri
can Midwest . ”

Council agreed to sign a contractwith the Renaissance

Hotel in Cleveland , Ohio , the site of the joint MAC /

MARAC meeting in the year 2000 .

- Council decided to transfer th
e

responsibility o
fbilling

fo
r

newsletter advertising from the development coor
dinator to the newsletter editor .

- Council accepted the recommendation of out -going
president Mark Greene to establish a distinguished ser
vice award .

Council agreed to continue sending copies o
f

Archival

Issues to overseas archival education programs . Jim

Fogerty o
f

th
e

Minnesota Historical Society is handling

themailings .

Due to the flooding in North Dakota , Munter ' sMois
ture Control was unable to attend the spring meeting

in spite o
f paying their vendor fe
e . Council voted to

send their $ 175 vendor fe
e ,plus an additional $ 175 , to

either the Red Cross o
r

the Salvation Army in Munter ' s

name , to assist flood relief efforts .

Is a question I have heard o
n several occasionswhen mem

bers hear that MAC has a Meeting Coordinating Com
mittee . Roughly a year ago , I can say that I , too , was not
sure just what itwas . A

sMAC Vice President , I chair this
committee , composed of a total of three persons , the other
two coming from the ranks o

f

recent co - chairs o
fmeeting

Program o
r Local Arrangements Committees . Since May

1996 , the focus of the work of theMeeting Coordinating
Committee (MCC ) has been in creating a long -awaited
meeting manual ,which would help to guide those plan

ning the Spring and Fallmeetings each year .We expect to

have a draft o
f

themanual , in its near final form , within

the hands o
f
a
ll

current co - chairs very soon .Once final
ized ,manuals will be passed o

n

to succeeding co -chairs
for their use .
What ' s next for this committee ? According to it

s guide

lines , the purpose of the committee is to be responsible
for coordination , liaison and long - range planning . Itwill
not take the place o

f
the Local Arrangements and Pro

gram committees . Elsewhere in this issue you have a
n

opportunity to comment regarding the Spring 1997 meet
ing , which had a format and goals unlike any other in

MAC ' s 25 -year history . We would like your responses as

indicated there . Wehope to report on the results to future
Program Committees and Council fo
r

further use .

If you have anyother concerns aboutMAC meetings , one

o
f your most important member benefits , please contact

mewith ideas on how to improve MAC meetings o
r per

haps to suggest someinnovations . Among th
e

special plans

alreadyunderway , is fo
r

the jointMAC /Mid -Atlantic Re
gional Archives Conferencemeeting to take place in Cleve
land , October 2000 . Now that theMCC has gone “pub

lic ” and you know more about it
s purpose ,we invite your

input to keep the committee responsive to the views and

wishes o
f

MAC members .
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