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OUR MAN IN NEW ZEALAND ON COPYRIGHT

From time to time I have to surface
from the Deep South of the South Pacific
to let all the MAC's know that I have
not fallen off the face of the earth.
(Never believe all those fables about
the world being flat.) What prompted
me to rise out of my doldrums was an
article on a recent test case over the
copyright law. I was very interested
since there was another test case in
Australia a few months ago with the
opposite results. I have not been able
to complete documentation but I am en-
closing a notice from a News and Notes
column (National Library of NZ) and a
copy of an article from the Australian
Library Journal written before the
final outcome of the case.

Copyright laws here are quite differ-
ent since they are written to cover un-
published as well as published material
so that the above decision could have
wide-ranging repercussions should it be
applied in New Zealand. It is obvious
that wherever there are machines capable
of making cheap multiple photocopies the
problem of copyright will soon follow.

I've begun to get my feet on the
ground here and try to set a course to-

ward more efficient operation and growth.

I feel very lucky to have fallen into
this situation since the possibilities
appear limitless. While the manuscripts
collection is by no means small it must
grow in many directions if it is ever to
become a national collection similar in
scope to the British Museum or the
Library of Congress. The first task
will be to make an inventory of the
collection fitting them into categories
by subject to see where the strengths
and weaknesses are. After that we will
set up a priority collecting program to
fill the weaknesses of the collection
while continuing to build up our
strengths. A1l in all, an immense task
1ies ahead.

COPYRIGHT TEST CASE:

At a time when New Zealand libraries,
including the National Library, are
making increasing use of photocopying,
the ruling in the test case heard before
the New South Wales Supreme Court in May
is of interest and importance. A Sydney
author and a publishing house took ac-
tion against the University of New South
Wales over an alleged breach of copy-

right said to have occurred on one of the
coin-operated photocopying machines in
the 1ibrary. The Court ruled that the
University had authorized breaches of the
Copyright Act, 1968, by allowing "unfair"
photocopying by students in the
university library. The Australian Copy-
right Council believes the decision

could mean payments of hundreds of
thousands of dollars to authors around
the world for multiple photocopying of
their work. The Council considers the
ruling sets a precedent for most other
English-speaking countries having similar
copyright Taws. There is widespread
interest in the ruling which has not
failed to attract attention in this
country. As yet, to our knowledge, no
action involving the National LIbrary is

proposed. Thomas Wilsted, Manuscripts

Librarian

WOMEN'S COLLECTION AT NORTHWESTERN UNIV.

The Women's Collection at the Northwestern
University Library has been designated as
one of the five libraries which will serve
as research depositories for oral history
manuscripts from the Suffragists Oral
History Project. Funds for the project
were granted in 1973 by the Rockefeller
Foundation to the Regional Oral History
Office at the Bancroft Library on the
University of California-Berkley campus.
The project hopes to document at first-
hand the activities of twelve women who
represented both the rank and file as

well as the leadership of the women's
suffrage movement.

NORTHWESTERN NOTES

The Archives of Northwestern University
has begun a project in connection with
the institution's 125th anniversary in
1076. Archivist Patrick Quinn hopes that
this search for materials needed for a
history of the university will yield new
documentation for the Archives as well as
increase the use of the records already
in the Archives. Two new staff members
were added this Fall: Katherine Giese,

a graduate student who holds @ MA in
Chinese History from Northwestern and
Mary Moss, an archivist who holds a BA

in English from the Univ. of Wis., joined
the staff on August 1 and September 1
respectively.
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