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Dublin Core

<http : / /dublincore .org />
Metadata Update
I have included here a listing of some
of themore prominent metadata de
velopments . Much of the recent
metadata work is coming from the E
print and scholarly publishing com
munity , a place where they use the
term “archive” to mean a repository

for stored information . Although in
many cases the work going on here is

not aimed at preserving records of
enduringhistorical value, this does not
and should not preclude us from us
ing it in amanner to achieve thecom
mon good .

Digital Preservation Commons
<http : / /www .oclc . org /
digitalpreservation / >

Our ol
d

friend DC is in the news
again , this time as an ANSI standard .

In October 2001 ,NISO , theNational

Information Standards Organization ,

and the Dublin Core Metadata Ini
tiative (DCMI ) announced the ap
proval b

y

ANSI o
f

the Dublin Core
Metadata Element Set (Z39 .85
2001 ) . The DC standard se

t

consists

o
f
1
5 elements used to capture such

core properties o
f objects (digital o
r

physical ) as Description ,Creator ,and
Date .

it
y

assurances that scholars need b
e

reconciled in agreements to create a
r

chives o
f

electronic journals ? ThisWeb

site contains an overview o
f the

Mellon Electronic Journal Archiving

Program and gathers grantee project

information : Yale ,Harvard , and Penn
sylvania will work with individual
publishers o

n archiving the range o
f

their electronic journals . Cornell and
theNew York Public Library will work

o
n archiving journals in specific dis

ciplines . MIT ' s project involves
archiving dynamic ” E -journals that
change frequently , and Stanford ' s in

volves the development o
f

specific

archiving software tools .

Metadata Encoding and
Transmission Standard (METS )

<http : / /www . loc . gov /

standards /mets / >

OCLC and RLG announced their
commitment to collaborate o

n iden
tifying and supporting best practices

for the long -term retention o
f digital

objects and formed two working

groups , one to address preservation
metadata issues and the other to

address the attributes o
f
a digital

archive . The Web site is intended to

communicate the results o
f

the
working groups as well as other digi

ta
l

preservation “best practices ” activi
ties relevant to libraries , archives ,

museums ,and other cultural heritage
institutions .

LOCKSS (Lots o
f Copies Keep

Stuff Safe )

<http : / / lockss . stanford .edu / >

LOCKSS is a system allowing librar

ie
s

to safeguard the content o
f

theWeb

journals to which they subscribe ,

rather than a system for preserving
unique content . Initially supported b

y

NSF and Sun Microsystems , Stanford
University developed a

n alpha version

o
f

the system and ran a 10 -month test .

With funding from theMellon Foun
dation and continued support from

Sun , amore complete beta implemen
tation has been developed .

Mellon Electronic Journal
Archiving Program

<http : / /www .diglib .org /

preserve / ejp . htm >

METS is a standard fo
r

encoding de
scriptive , administrative , and struc

tural metadata regarding objects

within a digital library , expressed
using the XML schema language .

Maintaining a library o
f digital objects

o
f necessity requires maintaining

metadata about those objects . The
metadata necessary for successful
management and u

se o
f digital objects

are both more extensive than and

different from the metadata used for
managing collections o

f

printed works

and other physical materials . Initial
recommendations about technical ,

structural , and administrative
metadata emerged from the Making

o
f

America II initiative . In 2001 , these
were refined and extended b

y
a

Digital Library Foundation working

group .

The Web site includes the significant

white papers Preservation Metadata fo
r

Digital Objects : A Review o
f

th
e

State

o
f

th
e

Art , Attributes of a Trusted
Repository fo

r

Digital Materials , and
Preservation Metadata and the OAIS
Information Model : Part I : A Recom
mendation fo

r

Content Information .

Increasingly , scholarly journals are
published electronically .What will it

take to keep them accessible electroni

cally in perpetuity ? Can the property

rights o
fpublishers , the access respon

sibilities o
f

libraries , and the reliabil
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Open Archival Information System (OAIS )
<http : / / ssdoo . gsfc .nasa . gov /nost / isoas /
overview .html>

Emerging from the science community , OAIS focuses on
preservation of information obtained from observations

of the terrestrial and space environments , but does not
exclude other applications . TheOAIS Reference Model is
employed by the OCLC /RLG Working Group for Pres
ervation metadata, among others .

Open Archives Initiative
<http : / /www .openarchives .org />

MAC Membership
Renewals

el

The Open Archives Initiative develops and promotes

interoperability standards that a
im to facilitate the effi

cient dissemination o
f

content . The OAI has its roots in

a
n effort to enhance access to E -print archives as ameans

o
f increasing the availability o
f

scholarly communication .

Supported b
y

the Digital Library Federation , Coalition
for Networked Information , and the National Science
Foundation , OAI is a

n initiative working for
interoperability through metadata harvesting , b

y

use o
f

the Dublin Core standard expressed in XML .

In the holiday rush d
id you remember

to send in your MAC membership re

newal ? If you d
id , MAC says “ thank

you ! " If you did not , there is still time
fo
r

you to send in your renewal without

a
n interruption to yourMAC benefits .

For a copy o
f
the renewal form , visit

MAC ' s Web site :

<http : / /www .midwestarchives .

org /members >

o
r

contact Menzi Behrnd -Klodt :
608 -827 -5727 or

menzi _ behrnd -klodt @ pleasantco . com .

MAC Will Still Have “Spring in the City ” . . .

o
r

should it be “Cities " ?

(Continued from page 1 )

The Thursday and Friday morning tours will be at the
Minnesota Historical Society , the Minnesota State Capi

tol building , a joint tour of the St . Paul Cathedral and
nearby James J . HillHouse , the American Swedish Insti
tute , the Bakken Institute , and the Minnesota Center for
the Book Arts . A variety of on -your -own and Saturday
stay -over options will be offered . These include self -guided
walking tours o

f

the Saint Anthony Falls Historic Dis
trict ,paddleboat rides on the Mississippi , a dress rehearsal

o
f

Garrison Keillor ' s “ A Prairie HomeCompanion ” show ,

theMinneapolis Institute o
f Arts ’ Art in Bloom event , the

Walter Art Center and Sculpture Garden , the Science
Museum o

f

Minnesota in its new facility along the river

in downtown S
t . Paul , and the Museum o
f

Questionable

Medical Devices .

MAC
Please Support

Our Advertisers !For further information about the May 2002 meeting ,

check out the conference Web site : <http : / /

www .midwestarchives .org / conferences > . The spring 2002
MAC meeting is closer than you think ! Plan on meeting

in Minneapolis .
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