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PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS
vation units have been considering why they might le

By Elli Bambakidis gitimately undertake this work . One of the important
Dayton Metro Library reasons libraries are digitizing today is to serve the best

interests of the researcher . Electronic access is an ever

Digital Preservation in Libraries increasing part of research . Items that were once difficult
to access can now be incorporated into research publica

Digital technologies and the ever-increasing popularity of tions and easily exchanged among scholars . By digitizing
network access have irrevocably changed the information rare and valuable items, handling of fragile materials is
landscape. The process of digital preservation changes rap minimized . However , the imaging process is demanding
idly and without warning : it is a means rather than an and must be done with oversight by preservation staff

end . The end , or purpose , is to advance preservation pro and with a high enough level of quality to ensure the long

grams. Today , al
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types o
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libraries and historical institu term reusability o
f

the archival electronic file .While full
tions , ranging from government agencies to text databases a

re not new , image da
institutions o

f higher education , are quickly tabases a
re
a relatively recent and

developing the technological infrastructure exciting application o
f

electronic a
c

and content tomake digital access ubiquitous , cess . These new scholarly tools draw
reliable ,and fast . The Internet is the agora for together images o

f

different formats ,

research , teaching , expression , publication , including objects ,models , and plans
and communication . Digital libraries today in addition to conventional images

provide remote access to unique collections such as photographs and drawings , a
l

from their institutions through the digitiza lowing scholars to reference a broad

tion process , and libraries and archives have
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But what is digital preservation ? According canal in 1898 . Theywerebound fo
r
a nineTheywere bound fo
r
a nine - The quantity and quality of electronic

to Moving Theory into Practice : Digital Imag mile aqueduct near Taylorsville (Ohio ) .

resources are growing , and continu
ing for Libraries and Archives , digital preser - CourtesyDayton Metro Library .

ally reveal innovative applications and
vation means , “ retaining digital image collec

new ways o
f utilizing research methods .

tions in a usable and interpretable form fo
r

the long term . ”

The goals o
f digital preservation a
re

to ensure content Digitization is related systematically tomicrofilming , in

integrity b
y
: volving similar skills and work flow structures . Preserva

• monitoring the corruption o
f

data fixity and authenticity
tion professionals have done an excellent job o
fdevelop
ing the field o

fmicrofilming to a preservation standard .

• preserving the context andmaintaining the integrity o
f

They have imported and developed standards and guide
links , interactions , and thewider digital environment

lines to produce a well -documented process and they are

• protecting th
e

content from undocumented alteration beginning to d
o the samewith digitizing . In comparison

• securing data from unauthorized use to digital conversion ,microfilming has the advantage of

• providing media stability
higher resolution , accepted standards , and a known ar
chival life , while digital preservation offers superior ac

B
y

describing th
e

source o
f

thedigital content and alter
cess to data . But preservation o

f

collections remains an

ations that have taken place since it
s

creation , such a
s image

ongoing problem fo
r

libraries and archives . Advancing
and metadata updates and changes to the storage media , digital technology allowing conversion o

f print and
the provenance is also preserved . Finally , referencing and graphic collections to digital formats promises some re

usability a
re ensured so that users ca
n

easily locate , re lief forhard -pressed libraries .While the potential o
f digi

trieve ,and utilize the digital image collection indefinitely . tal conversion for preservation is recognized , the labor

Responsibility for the future o
f digital collections is a clear intensiveness o
fdigital scanning , issues of long -term pres

preservation mandate . The digital conversion o
f paper ervation , and the need for hardware and software systems

collections is not such a clear mandate , yet many preser stand in the way o
f

rapid , large -scale conversion of print
materials to digital resources .
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Digitizing involves many legitimate preservation issues , Despite technological advances and declining hardware

including decision making for repair ; the actual repair , costs , funding for digital conversion remains a substan
prior to scanning,handling ,and transport to and through tial challenge .But this problem is not unique to the digi
the scanning operation ; the environmental concerns of ta

l

preservation format . Libraries have been leaders in

the digital capture location and process ; persuading outside funding agen

and the specification and handling o
f

th
e

cies to finance microfilm preser

electronic surrogates tominimize theneed vation . They ca
n

play a similar role

fo
r

future scanning . Digitizing creates in securing ongoing funding for

both managerial and ethical choices . If it digital conversion projects .

is not balanced with the needs introduced

b
y

use ,brittle collections , and exhibition ,
Choosing collections for digitizaHARDWARE !

tion is difficult , since it involves

itmay consume resources intended fo
r

Granite- a
n
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learning about those who will be

conservation treatment .How much treat A . H . SCHAFER

ment should you give something before
using the finished product . Copy

imaging it ?How much effort should you
right is another longstanding con

Snap Shots a
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Current Events b
y

Wright d
o

cern fo
r

libraries . Preservation goals
expend in editing a

n image as opposed to Wright PrintersDayton ,Ohio , October 20 , 1894 . also must b
e

taken into account ;

treating the original ? Depending o
n the Snap Shots a
t

Current Events was a bright deteriorating physical condition ,

jo
b , choosing the right hardware and soft publication featuring clever essaysand jokes . Its

ware for digital conversion will guarantee access , and informational valuesubscriptionwas 4
0

cents a year . CourtesyDayton

the authenticity o
f digital documentation Metro Library should b
e equal factors fo
r

selec

tion o
f

collections fo
r

preservation .

and provide access to digital collections

for indefinite periods . But this requires resources for ac
Long -term retention o

f

resources in a digital format and

the process o
f converting textual documents to a digital

quiring the equipment and having the trained staff to

operate it . Decisions to preserve digital research collec format a
re o
f great importance and should become ongo

ing institutional commitments .

tions for extended periods require commitments based
upon the institution ' smission and collection management The Dayton Metro Library , over the years , has been imple
philosophy . menting digital preservation .Many rare and valuable items

S
o fa
r , archives and libraries have focused primarily o
n have been digitized and published on -line . A
t

present , the

conversion o
f

paper -based collections to electronic forms .

library is considering the acquisition o
f

the proper soft

Soon the archiving o
f

electronic documents and collec
ware and hardware to providemore on - line access of these

tionswill become a preservation concern .Operating digi materials . Some examples of current on -line exhibits in

clude the Wright Brothers , special items from the Paul
tal conversion programs is an excellentway for the archi

Laurence Dunbar Collection , and many items from the
vist to become familiar with the technology and the issues .

Shakers Collection . Yo
u

may browse and see some o
f

the

A final — and not the least significant — reason to involve most important items scanned and preserved in digital

preservation in digital conversion is the changing nature format at <http : / /www .daytonmetrolibrary .org / > .

o
f

research libraries and their priorities . If archivists are
not actively involved in the central issues of digitization ,

we risk becoming irrelevant . This has immediate and per

sonal repercussions o
n job security ,but it also has impli

cations for scholarship because our profession ' s central
concern is the preservation o

f

scholarly resources . We are

trained to evaluate th
e

ways in which scholars usemateri

a
ls

and to ensure that the necessities o
f collecting ,arrang

ing , and describing thesematerials do notdamage or de
stroy the qualities that scholars find critical to theirwork .

Increasingly , these research materials will be electronic .

Dayton Suffragists, 1912 . A Memento of th
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f
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Suffrage a
t Washington . CourtesyDayton Metro Library .
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