CURRENT ISSUES—continued
Janet Carleton, Assistant Editor.

ARCHIVES & ARCHIVISTS LISTSERV

By Jennifer Rawlings
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial
E-mail: jennifer_rawlings@partner.nps.gov

Goodbye, everyone. This will be my last “Archives & Ar-
chivists Listserv” column for MAC Newsletter. If anyone
is interested in taking up the reins for this column, please
contact Janet Carleton at carleton@ohio.edu.

I have enjoyed writing this column, but I often wonder
how useful it is to MAC members. The number of Listserv
members is around 3,000 at this point. Although I do not
have specific figures, I would estimate that there are typi-
cally 50-60 messages a day on weekdays. This makes a
great deal of material to summarize. I have been writing
this column for three years now and the traffic on the
Listserv has increased over that time. I know that many
archivists simply do not have time to wade through all the
messages, but I wonder if a quarterly summary can really
cover enough information to be useful. If you have any
suggestions, comments, or if you have thought of a bril-
liant way you want to write the column, I will be happy
to pass along information to Janet.

So, for a few last tidbits of summary, here are some inter-
esting discussions that took place over the last few months.

How Would You Define “Collection”?

One Listserv member posed the interesting question of
what to call a “collection” of digital materials on the
Internet. Is a group of materials brought together on the
Web from multiple archival collections a collection? Is it
really an exhibit? A publication? A virtual collection? A
meta-collection? As with all the most interesting questions
on the Listserv, there simply is not a standard answer at
the moment. Traditional archives terminology simply does
not seem to fit.

Help Needed: Small Accessions

A Listserv member faced with assigning a collection num-
ber to a group of photographs asked for information about
how other repositories handle extremely small collections.
Some of the suggestions included creating a reference or
general photograph file and adding all such small acces-
sions to this file, keeping a strict policy of assigning each
addition to the collection a distinct number, and creating
an entire series of artificial collections to handle materials
such as photographs, programs, newspaper clippings, etc.

Google

Handheld Scanners

The issue of the utility versus the potential damage done
by handheld scanners arose. Listserv members responded
with information that this type of scanner actually rubs
across the page, creating the potential for damage. The
person doing the scanner must have a steady hand or the
image may have distortions from shaking. One user of
this type of scanner recommended taping a ruler on the
desk to aid as a straight-edged guide. In spite of the po-
tential for damage by rubbing, the handheld scanner per-
forms better on material that is so tightly bound that open-
ing it flat for the flatbed type scanner is simply impossible.
Other users recommended the use of camera stands used
with digital cameras and a run through anti-distortion
software in place of the handheld scanner.

Archives Listserv Web Announcements

The University of Iowa announced an on-line exhibit
about the Old Capitol. <http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/
spec-coll/exhibits/oldcapitol/>

The Library of Congress announced the second release of
An American Time Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides
and Other Printed Ephemera. The first release of the digi-
tized Printed Ephemera Collection presented more than
7,000 items. This release adds 3,000 items to those al-
ready available on-line. <http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
rbpehtml/pehome.html>

The Library of Congress also announced additions to the
Century of Lawmaking for a New Nation exhibit. The cur-
rent release features the addition of a number of new titles,
updates of existing ones, and a redesign of the site itself.
<http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/>

The National Archives and Records Administration
launched the Web interface to its Archival Research Cata-
log (ARC). ARC is the on-line catalog of NARA’s nation-
wide holdings in the Washington, D.C. area, Regional
Archives and Presidential Libraries. It replaces its proto-
type, the NARA Archival Information Locator (NAIL).
<http://www.archives.gov/research_room/arc/>

The British Columbia Archives is pleased to announce
the launch of its on-line Moving Images Index. Research-
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Other News—continued
By Mark Shelstad, Editor, University of Wyoming.

Release of Public Consultation
Draft of DIRKS Manual

The State Records Authority of New South Wales has
released a revised version of Designing and Implementing
Recordkeeping Systems (“DIRKS” manual) for public com-
ment. Developed to facilitate compliance with ISO15489,
the manual is designed to help improve record keeping in
organizations. Using a variety of case studies, tips, and
best practice examples, the manual has been developed to
help target and resolve particular records management
issues.

Sections of the manual focus on issues such as:

* Creating and implementing retention and disposal
authority

* Ensuring the creation and capture of records

* Specifying and applying metadata

* Managing records security and access

* Developing new business systems with adequate record-
keeping functionality

The manual also contains a range of generic guidance to

help identify areas where organizational record keeping

needs to be improved and to help implement specific strat-

cgies to deal with these issues. The draft manual will be
available for comment through April 14, 2003. In par-
ticular, tips, examples, and case studies from practitioners
with experience in implementing DIRKS or related In-
formation Technology projects would be appreciated.

Browsable and downloadable versions of the DIRKS
Manual can be found at <http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/
publicsector/DIRKS/final/title.htm>.

Google

Archives & Archivists Listserv
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ers can now search and view descriptive entries for
3,200 moving image titles (about 7,000 film and video-
tape items) within the BC archives’ holdings. <http://
search.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca/>

The Smallpox Epidemic of 1902—1903 exhibit is now on
the Baker-Cederberg Museum and Archives Web site:
<http://www.viahealth.org/archives/smallpox/
smallpoxindex.html>

The Cuban Heritage Digital Collection of the Otto G. Rich-
ter Library of the University of Miami (UM) has made
available on-line selected correspondence of Lydia Cabrera,
the renowned chronicler of Afro-Cuban culture and reli-
gion. These letters form part of the Lydia Cabrera Collec-
tion. <http://www.library.miami.edu/chcdigital/
chc0339_main.html>

Job Announcements

Public Services Librarian
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan

Established in 1892, Central Michigan University has a
growing enrollment of 28,159 students, including 19,380
students on the university’s main campus. Recently classi-
fied by the Carnegie Foundation as a doctoral/research-
intensive university, CMU is recognized for strong un-
dergraduate education and a range of focused graduate
and research programs.

Position Description

The Clarke Historical Library, a special collections library
at Central Michigan University (CMU) specializing in
Michigan history, CMU history, Native Americans, other
Michigan-related topics, and children’s literature, seeks
qualified applicants for the position of Public Services
Librarian. This is a tenure-track, faculty position. The
successful candidate will be an enthusiastic, service-ori-
ented librarian dedicated to the provision of outstanding
reference and research service and committed to the de-
velopment of electronic as well as print collections. Prin-
cipal responsibilities include all aspects of reference and
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