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" Show Me" Your Archives !
By Heather A.Muir, University ofWisconsin -Eau Claire

corporates photographs , postcards ,
playbills , and other archival materi -

a
ls . < http : / /www .kclibrary .org / sc /

exhibits / theaters /default .htm >

It only seems appropriate that , as we
prepare for our next meeting in the

" Show Me ” state ofMissouri ,we take
some time to explore the digital col
lections in the Kansas City area . As a
gateway to various o

n - line collections ,
the Missouri Digitization Planning
Project has created the “Virtually Mis
souri ” Web site to coordinate access

to digitized collections and exhibits

from various archives , libraries , and
cultural and scientific institutions
across the state o

f

Missouri . High
lighted o

n

the site is a list o
f currently

available digitized collections and e
x -

hibits including manuscripts , public
records , photographs , newspapers ,

moving images , and sound collec
tions . There is not enough space to

list al
l

o
f

the collections , but the “Vir
tually Missouri ”Web site can provide

links to more . So , Kansas City , show

u
s your archives !

Virtually Missouri

<http : / /www .virtuallymissouri .org /

vmdigcoll .html >

Going for Broke in a Boomtown :

Historic Kansas City Businesses
Explore the history o

f

five local busi
nesses that took chances and pros
pered during Kansas City ' s boomtown

e
ra , including Katz Drugs , Richards

Conover Hardware , Sheffield Steel ,

Dickey Clay ,and Emery ,Bird , Thayer
Company . Photographs , postcards ,

and artifacts help illustrate the rise and

decline of these local businesses .

<http : / /www .kclibrary .org / sc /

exhibits /business /business .htm >

Frank Lauder Autochrome Collection
Tiptoe through the tulips and daffo
dils o

f

Kansas City in this collection

o
f

color images o
f

gardens , parks ,

landmarks , and houses from the
1930s . Frank Lauder created these
photographs using the autochrome
photographic process and used them

to illustrate h
is presentations to gar

den clubs . The images can be viewed
by name ofhomeowner , address ,and
subject . <http : / /www .kclibrary .org / sc /

photos /autochromes /default .htm >

University o
f

Missouri -Kansas
City ,Miller Nichols Library
The Brush Creek Follies : Photographs ,

Sound , Video from the Arthur B .

Church KMBC Radio Collection

This Web exhibit tells the story o
f

the

“ Brush Creek Follies , ” a western mu
sical variety show that began in 1938

o
n radio station KMBC . The exhibit
includes photographs , sound files ,

video files , sheetmusic , and other a
r

chival documents from various enter

tainers and broadcasts . <http : / /

www .umkc . edu / lib / spec -col /Follies /

main .htm >Kansas City Public Library
Special Collections

Images o
f

Kansas City : Photographs
Walk the streets o

f

Kansas City and
explore it

s

landmarks , streets , and
buildings , and meet itspeople through
photographs o

f

events , schools , orga
nizations , and events . This searchable
Web site includes photographs from

the 1870s to the 1990s , but is par -

ticularly rich with photographs from

the 1920s through the 1950s . <http : / /

images .kclibrary .org /photographs >

Curtain Call : Kansas City ' s Bygone
Theaters

Explore Kansas City ' s rich theater his
tory v

ia this on -line exhibit that in -

Historical African - American Auto
graphs from the Ramos Collection

This is a fascinating collection o
f au

tographs o
f

African - Americans poets ,

authors , scholars , and community

leaders , including Mary McLeod
Bethune , W . E . B . DuBois , W . C .

Handy , Langston Hughes , and
Booker T .Washington .Many of the
autographs were solicited from these
people a

spart o
f
a Book Week exhibit

a
t the Lincoln Branch Library in

1937 . The o
n -line exhibit includes a

close - u
p

o
f

the autographs , the source
documents , and links to biographies

and bibliographies o
f

these people .

<http : / /www .kclibrary .org / sc /

exhibits /autographs /default .htm >

The Mrs . Sam Ray Postcard Collection
This extensive postcard collection
depicts a wide variety o

f images from

Kansas City ' s past . The collection is

arranged b
y

general topics and can b
e

searched fo
r

specific key words and

locations . Included with thepostcards
are historical articles from Mrs . Sam
Ray ' s column in the Kansas City Star .

shttp : / /www .kclibrary .org / sc /post / >

Kansas City : Paris o
f

th
e

Plains : The
Jazz Age in Kansas City 1920 – 1940

With hundreds o
f

clubs , theaters ,ball
rooms ,and other venues ,Kansas City
became a hot spot for musicians , com
posers , entertainers , and writers in the
1920s and was known as the “ Paris of

the Plains . ” Explore the city ' s rich jazz
heritage in this o

n -line exhibit that
includes photographs , sheet music ,

scores , letters , poetry ,advertisements ,

programs , posters , and sound files .

Not only does the exhibit describe the
music and arts , it places them in a

context o
f

the social and political en
vironment o

f

the city . <http : / /

www .umkc .edu / lib /spec -col /
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" Show Me" Your Archives ! - Continued
By Heather A . Muir , University ofWisconsin -Eau Claire .

Parisofthe Plains /WebExhibit !
index.html>

Kansas City Kansas Public
Library

Kansas Collection
Not to be forgotten , the Kansas City
Kansas Public Library also has numer
ous archival materials available from

it
s Kansas Collections . This Web site

is organized into pictures , people , and
exhibits , including a “ Then and Now ”

section , a history of African -Ameri
cans in the city , a history of the city ' s

mayors , and a history of Quindaro ,

Kansas , a stop along the Underground
Railroad . < http : / /www .kckpl . lib .

ks . us /kscoll /kscoll2 .htm >

The Kansas City Journal - Post ' s

Diamond Jubilee Section

In 1929 , the Kansas City Journal -Post
celebrated it

s seventy - fifth anniversary

with a commemorative edition . This
Web site includes a short history o

f
the newspaper followed b

y

digitized

scans o
f

the special edition and a
n

index to articles and advertisements .

<http : / /www .umkc .edu / lib /spec -col /

JournalPost / JP _ Intro .htm >

UMKC ' s Book o
f Gregorian Chant

This Web site features a book o
f

Gregorian chant from the Middle
Ages . Accompanying the digitized
scans o

f

the pages are musical tran
scriptions and audio files o

f

modern

performances o
f

these compositions .

<http : / /www .umkc .edu / lib /spec -col /

chantbook / index .html >

It ' s not too late . . .

. . . to register to take the 2003 archival certification exam !

May 1
5 , 2003 : Deadline to apply fo
r

th
e

2002 archival certification exam .

August 29 ,2002 : The certification exam will be given in Los Angeles (SAA
meeting ) ,Philadelphia , St .Louis , Atlanta ,Houston , and "you pick your si

te
”

locations around the world .

Voices o
f

World War II : Experiences from
the Front and a

t

Home

This Web site uses sound recordings

supplemented b
ymanuscript materi

a
ls , including still images , moving

images , and oral histories , to show
case how World War II was experi
enced in Kansas City through the
popular media . Included are more
than 100 rare and fragile transcription

discs ( 16 -inch glass and metal acetate
discs ) from the Arthur B . Church
KMBC Radio Collection . <http : / /

www .umkc .edu / lib /spec -col /ww2 /

index .htm >

Application forms a
re

now available o
n

th
e

Academy o
f

Certified Archivists 'website :

www .certifiedarchivists . or
g

Hold the certification exam in your hometown !

It only takes five o
r

more persons requesting the exam a
t

the same site to b
e eligible fo
r

a "Pick Your Site " location . Just get four of your friends to take the test with you and

w
e ' ll hold the archival certification examination in your hometown .Make sure every

member o
f your group checks the "Pick Your Site " box on the application form ,writes
the name o
f

the city where they request the Academy to hold the exam , and postmarks

their application b
yMay 15 , 2002 .

For more information , contactMarty Levitt , at (215 ) 440 - 3403 or mlevitt @ amphilsoc . or
g

Black Archives o
fMid -America

This Web site includes photographs ,

manuscripts , local histories ,newspa
pers , and pamphlets documenting
African -American heritage in the
Midwest during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries . The site isdivided
into different galleries including

people , places , events , time ,music ,

baseball , and the personal papers o
f

Chester and Ada Franklin . <http : / /

www .blackarchives .org / >

Academy o
f

CertifiedArchivists

4
8

HowardStreet
Albany, NewYork12207
Tel : (518 ) 463-8644
Fax : (518 ) 463 -8656
aca @ caphill.com
www .certifiedarchivists .org
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