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PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS In Hamilton, Ohio , the library building was demolished

By Elli Bambakidis , Archives , Assistant Editor and , according to one of the librarians , Miss Hattie S.
James, the stack and reference roomswere “ swept outofDayton (Ohio ) and Montgomery County Public
town.” The library lost 13,000 volumes , including manyLibrary
pamphlets , clippings , and local history collections . Some

Historic Floods in Ohio Libraries : An Overview very rare magazines , difficult to replace , were dug out of

Mother Nature is both limitless and relentless ; sometimes themud and dried . Because the flood had damaged the

the forces of nature create unpleasant events or, even more, town so badly, the library 's restoration was very slow .
bring deadly results . Disasters are an a

ll
too A

t

Zanesville ' s John McIntire
common fact o

f library and archival life .Many Public Library , the water filled
cultures have lost valuable and painstakingly

the basement almost to the ceil
acquired collections to the ravages o

f

disasters . in
g , destroying 5 ,000 books and

There is strong historic precedent for the e
f most of the equipment . About

fort to protect library holdings , dating from half o
f

these books were shov

the u
se o
f

scented woods and herbs to prevent eled out with themud , and of

insect damage to early Chinese scrolls . In the the others , very fe
w

were re

devastation that swept the river valleys o
f

the Library Park , April 15 , 1913 , Dayton stored . Estimated damage was
state o

f

Ohio on March 2
5 , 1913 , destroying Public Library , Dayton , Ohio . $ 5 ,000 ( in 1913 dollars ) and res

hundreds o
f

human lives and millions o
f

dol - Photo from th
e

Dayton (Ohio ) and toration was very slow .

lars worth o
f property , a number o
fpublic li - Montgomery County Public Library .

Findlay ' s library was closed fo
r

braries were caught in the general disaster . Among
three weeks because the water had reached the two lower

Daytonians this is known as the Great Flood o
f

1913 .

shelves . The loss was 800 volumes and 150 bound and
Other serious losses to libraries were a

t Piqua and
unbound magazines , with total value estimated at about

Hamilton in the Miami Valley , at Zanesville o
n the

$ 1 ,000 .

Muskingum River , and at Findlay in northwestern Ohio .

Losses in other libraries at Chillicothe , Columbus , Due to the topography o
f

theMiami Valley , Dayton has
Miamisburg , and Middletown were mostly confined to always been subject to flooding .Where the confluence o

f

books thatwere in circulation . theMad , Stillwater , and Miamirivers meet to form the
Great Miami River , Dayton developed a

s
a river port fo
r

Piqua ' s Schmidlapp Free Public Library , a two -story build
the shipment o
f agricultural produce (mainly to New

ing a
t

street level ,was inundated to the ceiling o
f
it
smain Orleans ) . But

floor . The book loss abundance o
f

was 8 ,500 volumes ,

fresh water was
and only about 100

also a curse , cul
were restored out o

f

minating in the

a large number sal disastrous 1913
vaged . Catalogs , ac

flood . Although
cession books , and the flood o
f

shelf lists were ru Stack Room after 1913 Flood , Dayton1913 was the
Stack after 1913 Flood , Dayton Public ined . The Carnegie
Library , Dayton , Ohio . Photo from the worst that Day Public Library , Dayton , Ohio . Photo

Corporation do from th
e

Dayton (Ohio ) and
Dayton (Ohio ) and Montgomery ton had ever e

x

Montgomery County Public Library .

County Public Library . nated $ 1
0 ,000 to perienced , there

the Piqua Library
had been major floods in the city before but no adequate

to replace it
s

books , andMr . J . G . Schmidlapp , the origi
solution to theproblem had ever been achieved . In 1913 ,

nal donor o
f

th
e

building , offered $ 1 ,000 for repairs , so

from Easter Sunday ,March 2
3 , until March 2
7 , an esti

that this library started more quickly toward complete re

mated 9 to 1
1 inches o
f

water fell onto the area . Alto
habilitation than any o

f

the others . As one of its librarians
stated , they were able to reopen their doors “before people

(Continued o
n page 3
0 )

lost the library habit . ”
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gether , an incredible volume of nearly four trillion gallons

o
f

water , equivalent to about 3
0 days ' discharge of water

over Niagara Falls , flowed through the Miami Valley
during the resulting flood .While communities upstream
from Dayton , such a

s Piqua and Troy , suffered extensive
flooding a

t the time , the problem wasmore severe around
Dayton and downstream communities such a

s

Middletown and Hamilton . In Dayton , the flood cov

ered about 1
4 square miles . This horrible flood took the

life o
f

more than 300 people , including 123 in Dayton
alone ,and caused widespread destruction ofbridges , com
mercial buildings , and dwellings amounting to more than
100 million dollars .

ing directly the issue o
f

disaster preparedness with a vari
ety o

f

plans written b
y

their institutions . The focus is on

the prevention o
f

and recovery from events affecting li

brary and archival materials . The most fundamental con
sideration for achieving this prevention is for the institu
tion to b

e

familiar with the types o
f

disaster that aremost
likely to befall it .

Human - related disasters commonly involve fire and / or

water damage ; natural disasters may involve these two as

well as the possibility o
f

wind o
r

violent seismic distur
bance .Knowing the options for recovery treatment helps
mitigate a disaster ' s harmful effects and at the same time
control th

e

financial loss attendant upon most such events .

Over the years , archivists and librarians who have been
confronted with collection emergencies have gained much

research and experience .

Today , disaster planning is an important component of

overall preservation planning . Underlying disaster plan
ning and recovery ' s central theme is that an effective di

saster plan depends upon a
n understanding o
f

the causes

and effects o
f

disasters and upon familiarity with recovery

alternatives . A systematically organized , formally written
plan enables institutions to respond efficiently and quickly

to a
n emergency ,minimizing danger to staff and damage

to collections and to the building .

In the Dayton Public Library the water filled the central
building to a height o

f

over 16 feet , from the basement
floor to over four feet o

n

themain floor . Due to a short
age o

f

space , the entire two floors were lined and crowded
with books . There was total ruin of the basement depart

ments , including the Children ' s Library , theMedical Li

brary , the Carnegie Branch book collection , federal , state ,

and municipal documents , pamphlets , and picture col
lections . On the main floor , the ruin included practically

a
ll

the reference books , portions of al
l

the periodical sets ,

and 2
0 ,000 circulating books . The total loss was

4
5 ,000 volumes . In addition ,most o
f

the card catalogs ,

a
ll

o
f

the shelf lists , and official records in offices and de
partments were lost . The Board o

f

Trustees a
t that time

conservatively placed the material loss in books , building
repair , and equipment at $ 85 ,000 .

This brief description indicates th
e

extent o
f

the library

disaster in Ohio . But figures can give no adequate picture

o
f

the havocwrought in these libraries , and no one could
have any realization o

f

the horror and desolation o
f

those

scenes unless they lived through them . It was a
n experi

ence unprecedented in library annals , and at that time
disaster treatment plans were not a part o

f library school
curricula and library literature . It is certain that the les
sons learned from these floods contributed to the devel
opment o

f

disaster preparedness and treatment plans ,

which a
re now a standard part o
f

curricula . The lesson for

u
s today is thatwemust continue to place high priority

o
n

such planning . As one visitor said , on seeing a library
interior following such a disaster , “Oh , I have lost somuch ,

but I never dreamed I could lose the library . It has always
been my greatest treasure . ”

The importance o
fhaving a written plan cannot be over

stated . A building survey within and outside thebuilding

is very important ;within thebuilding , fire protection sys
tems , electrical systems , plumbing , and environmental
systemsare o
f primary concern . Outside , the location of

the building is important . Is it on a slope ? Is the basement
above flood level ? Are there large trees near the building ?
Are such things as utility poles and flagpoles secure ? Is the
roof flat ? Do gutters and drains work properly ? Finally , it

is important to determine the vulnerability o
f

the objects

within the institution ' s collections .While these questions
may seem overwhelming , it is essential to know what risks
the institution faces .

T
o decrease danger , a careful approach can b
e taken . The

following can serve a
s
a minimal guide . First , identify

sources o
f

assistance in a disaster . Determine the supplies

you will need for disaster response and salvage efforts for
your specific collections . Identify al

l

appropriate disaster

and recovery services . These ca
n

range from police , fire ,

and ambulance services to maintenance workers , insur
ance adjusters ,and utility companies .Know what national

Having learned from experiences similar to the ones dis
cussed above , librarians and archivists today are address
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companies provide disaster -recovery services such as de
humidification and vacuum freeze -drying .

Second , se
t

priorities . The first priority in any disaster is

human safety . The next consideration is the records and
equipment crucial to the operation o

f

the institution and

the administrative files . Collection salvage and building
rehabilitation will be the third priority .

Finally ,write the plan . Formulate recovery strategy , train
and review recovery procedures with disaster team mem
bers , and assemble supplies in a specific area .Salvage ma
terials fo

r

freezing , according to established priorities ,

should include : 1 ) rare , valuable , and irreplaceablemate
rials ; 2 ) materials that have already developed mildew ;

3 ) leather - and vellum -bound volumes ; 4 ) manuscripts

and works o
f

a
rt

o
n paper ; 5 ) materials on coated stock ;

6 ) photographs and prints ; 7 ) journal and monograph
volumes .

NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST - Continued
Kathy Koch , Assistant Editor

(Continued from page 26 )

and graduated from the University o
f

Wisconsin . Hewas

a journalist , photographer , explorer , lecturer , and author .

His entire collection provides a unique photographic
record o

f

the life and peoples o
f

Asia , Indochina , the
Middle East , the South Pacific ,Africa , and South America
before they were largely known or influenced b

y

the West .

Web site : <http : / /www .uwm . edu /Library /digilib /afghan /

index .htm > .

ARCHIVES & ARCHIVISTS LISTSERV — Continued

B
y

Jennifer Rawlings

What have we learned from examples such a
sOhio ' s 1913

flood ?Disaster planning is essential fo
r

any institution to

provide the best possible protection fo
r

it
s

collections .

Disaster ca
n

strike a
t any time . A disaster plan must be

considered a living document b
y

any institution , large or

small . An effective , updated disaster plan will insure that
historical collections in our cultural institutions are safe
guarded fo

r

future generations .

(Continued fr
o
m

page 2
8 )

The Cased Photographs Project o
f

The Bancroft Library

makes available digital images and detailed descriptions

o
f

daguerreotypes ,ambrotypes , tintypes ,and related pho
tographs in the collections o

f

The Bancroft Library and

the California State Library . Web site : <http : / /

bancroft .berkeley .edu / collections / casedphotos .html > .
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MAC Archives Reminder
Outgoing MAC officers and committee chairs a

re

encouraged to donate their papers to the MAC
Archives , held a

t

the University o
f

Wisconsin
Milwaukee . For further information , please contact
MAC Archives Committee ChairMike Bullington :

Michael R . Bullington
Assistant Manager

Kraft Foods , Inc .

6350 Kirk Street

Morton Grove , IL 60053

Phone : 987 -646 -0187
mbullington @ kraft .com
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