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University and College Archives Web Sites: A Question of Content
By Joshua Ranger
University of Wisconsin -Oshkosh

An otherwise forgettable television

commercial features a woman and a

man on a date . The woman is uncom -
fortable . Sheis telling theman it's over .
" Is it the rash ?” he asks . “No," the
woman explains . “ It's your Web site .
Ineed more content .”

communities . Ideally , this should be
part of the core of every campus ar-
chives outreach program , and it is
something particularly well matched

for the Web environment . As cam
puses stumble into their Web policies,
it is clear that the archives site is be
coming the one place on an
institution 'sWeb presence where cam
pus history and culture as a whole are
discussed in any detail . This not only

continues the established tradition of
archives providing such information ,
but also potentially brings the
archivist's work into new or less de
veloped areas of responsibility such as

recruitment and official campus com

munications.

of approaches . The list is not in any
implied order and by no means is ex
haustive . At each site you will find
innovative Web content that teaches

us about a school's history , its people ,

and it
s

culture . Content that pro
motes the uniqueness o

f

the school .

Content that would not lead to a

breakup a
s

with that poor guy in the
commercial .

PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS

Funny clothes and even funnier hair
cuts .Who doesn ' t love photographs

o
f campus from years gone b
y
?

Marquette University
<http : / /www .marquette . edu /

library / collections / archives /

UAPhoto / Photol .html >

Beyond , perhaps , an unintentional ,

post -modern comment on contempo
rary relationships , the commercial
suggests that discriminating custom

e
rs ( in this case fo
r

ca
r

insurance ) re

quire real content from business Web

sites when making their economic
decisions . The great wave of the early

to mid -1990s to g
e
t

any sort o
f

Web

presence o
n -line has long passed .

What is left is aworld where ,without
useful and detailed information ,

“ placeholders ” disguised a
s Web sites

are not going to cut it in the market
place , and certainly not in the mar -

ketplace o
f

information . Web sites of

university , college , and seminary a
r

chives need content , too , and with a

little technical knowledge o
r
a capable

student to help u
s
it should b
e

easy to

bring some to the Internet . I think fe
w

would disagree that we have been in

the content game since day one .

Often th
e

d
e

facto campus historian ,

archivists a
t colleges ,universities ,and

seminaries (just likemany o
f

their cor
porate colleagues ) are often asked to

provide important dates , craft biog
raphies ,write articles , create exhibits ,

and make presentations regarding

their school ' shistory and culture . As

the source o
f

institutional memory , it

is the archives ' responsibility to share

campus history and culture with our
faculty and staff , administration , stu -

dents and their parents , and local

Marquette understands that , in addi
tion to important research material ,

campus photographs ca
n

mean busi
ness (even if it ' s of the cost recovery
sort ) . By offering access to so many
photographs in a

n easy - to -navigate
subject /name file , Marquette has
made finding and placing an order for
prints o

f university - related images
very easy .

Now there is content and there is con
tent . Certainly , Web -based finding
aids are very important content and
my survey o

f

more than 165 MAC
area college , university , and seminary

archives Web sites suggests thatmany

have this form o
f

content well cov
ered . However , these collection sur
rogates , as tools of the research pro
cess , are going to b

e found helpful
only b

y

those intent o
n using the col

lections fo
r

detailed research a
swell

a
s , of course , by th
e

archives and li

brary staff . Appealing to fa
r

more po

tential visitors , Iwould argue ,arenar
rative stories , exhibits , photographs ,

biographies , and time lines , the sort

o
f

contextualized content we have
been producing for decades that share

our campuses 'histories with the non
researcher public .

Below are Web sites o
f campus a
r

chives with great content of this vari
ety , broken down into a loose tax
onomy and meant to offer a variety

BIOGRAPHIES

Campus administrators are always

saying it ' s the people who make the
school . Archives putthemoney where
the chancellor ' smouth is .

(Continued o
n page 1
6 )
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(Continued from page 15)

South Dakota State University
AUDIO AND VIDEO EXHIBITS

<http : / / lib .sdstate . edu /
archives /exhibits /
pastpresidents .html>

North Dakota State University

<http : / /www . lib . ndsu .nodak .
edu / archives /ndsubuildings /
welcome .html >

Our campus voices caught on tape or
maybe just the campus fight song.
Sound and video files can surprise
people with a

ll

the archives can offer .

Notre Dame University

The Past Presidents o
f

SDSU exhibit is

a great example o
f

how to present con
cise information o

n

the administra

tive history o
f
a campus . It demon

strates the utility o
f compiling and

reworking previously published ma
terial fo

r

the Web environment .

The beautiful site o
f

the NDSU a
r -

chives features three ways to access

rich information about it
s campus

structures . The site also helps u
s real

ize the potential fo
r

new student
recruitment with a toll - free number

a
t the bottom o
f

some o
f

the parent

pages .

<http : / / lamb . archives . nd . edu /

sports .html >

S
t . Olaf College

Kansas State University

Notre Dame gives us something to

cheer about with it
s

football exhibits

that allow visitors a chance to relive

greatmoments from the Irish ' s great

e
st seasons with game footage and in

terviews in QuickTime format .

<http : / /www .stolaf . edu /

library / archives /presidents / > < http : / /www . lib .ksu . edu /

depts / spec /exhibits / anderson
hall .html >

EXHIBITS

S
t .Olaf takes the “Hall ofPresidents ”

idea to beautiful new levels with it
s

ambitious and classy exhibit . The site
featuresmini -photographic albums of

it
s presidents in a variety o
f

situations .

The albums open in a separate win
dow so a

s not to clutter the text .

<http : / /www . lib .ksu . edu /
depts / spec / exhibits /holtz
hall .html >

The o
n - line environment has ex

panded what wemean when w
e

say

“exhibit . ” Small or large , exhibits still
tell stories placing photos , artifacts ,

and writings into context .Northwestern University

<http : / /www . library .

northwestern . edu / archives /

exhibits /alumni / index .html >

Kansas State shows us that building

histories d
o not have to b
e cursory ,

sweeping reviews o
f
a
ll campusbuild -

ings . In two separate exhibits concen
trating only o

n KSU ' s Anderson and

·Holz Halls , th
e

archives has given time
and space for a more detailed review

o
f

thehistory o
f

these important cam
pus buildings .

University o
f

Missouri at

Columbia

<http : / /www . system .missouri .

edu /archives / exhibitlist . html >

Albion College

Northwestern ' s notable alumni Web
site is a great twist on a university b

i

ography exhibit . The site salutes some

o
f

the more famous Wildcats o
fhis

tory and is a great promotional tool

a
s well . (Who knew that Cindy

Crawford went to Northwestern ? )

<http : / /www . albion .edu /

library / specialcollections /

historical _ tourl . asp >

A
t

the site o
f

the archives o
f

theUni
versity o

f

Missouri at Columbia , one
finds a wealth o

f university history

exhibits . Choose from a long menu

o
fwidely diverse subjects and se
e

how

photographs ,maps ,documents , pub
lications , and artifacts , just as in tra
ditional , physical exhibits , are deftly
combined to tell numerous stories

about “Mizzou ” history .

BUILDINGS

Albion College in Michigan presents

a great twist on the ubiquitous ca
m
-

pus tour o
n college and university

Web sites . Its “Historical Tour o
f

Campus ” gives people the real story

behind the buildings o
n campus .

Added links a
t

the bottom o
f

each

“stop ” on the tour gives visitors a

The built environment is a part of a

school ' s history with which th
e

mem -

bers o
f campus interact every day and ,

a
s

such , is a routine curiosity for al
l

who work and learn in a school ' s

buildings . Here are campuses that

have unlocked the mysteries o
f

the

design , construction , use , and nam
ing o

f

their buildings .

Ball State University

<http : / /www .bsu . edu / library /

thelibraries /units /archives / >nce t COL to current

issues described in other spots o
n

Albion ' sWeb site , including the cam
pus paper and even the traditional
campus tour ' s pages .

Ball State shows that work gone into

traditional exhibits should not be lost

after the exhibit is torn down . The
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Southwest Baptist University University of Northern Iowasame text and images , as evidenced in

it
s

exhibit on student life on campus ,

can b
e put on -line to allow people to

take another look or discover the ex
hibit for the first time .

<http : / / falcon . sbuniv . edu /

lib / archive /timelnl .htm >

<http : / /www . library . uni .edu /

depts /speccoli /

homehistorical .html >

IMPORTANT DATES IN

HISTORY

The time line of the Southwest Bap

tist University in Missouri , despite
being a work in progress a

t the time
this column was written , already

shows that longer entries add great

detail to a college time line .Chronologies le
t

u
s

know about th
e

dates , both the significant and mun
dane , that are special to a school .

Indiana University

The Ohio State University

<http : / /www . indiana .edu / ~

libarch / iuchron / iuchron .html >

<http : / /www . lib .ohio - state .

edu / arvweb /manuscripts /

chrono .htm >

Indiana University adds links for im
ages o

f

individuals and buildings dis
cussed in it

s

short entry time line for
greater understanding .

Itwas a struggle to find the best place

to put the University o
f

Northern
Iowa in this taxonomy .With hun
dreds o

f biographies and obituaries ,

UNI documents not just the school ' s

presidents ,but its faculty , secretaries ,

and custodians .Not satisfied to write
only about the campus buildings , the
archives continues coverage o

f

the

built environment b
y

providing rich

information o
n many o
f

theoutdoor
sculptures . Exhibits are so numerous
that UNI has distinguished some
from something they call “ Illustrative

Essays . ” For al
l

o
f

this , UNI places
itself in a category o

f
it
s

own and

shows u
s just how much the Web ca
n

d
o

to educate interested people about

it
s campus , its people , it
s

culture ,and

it
s history .

Ohio State presents a classic example

o
f
a short entry time line , broken

down into different eras . In alternat
ing lines o

f Buckeye scarlet and gray ,

the site takes one from the founding

o
f

the school to modern times .

IN A LEAGUE O
F

ITS OWN

While many archives sites have great
examples o

f

content that fall into sev
eral o

f

the categories above , one steals
the show .

ARCHIVALElegant
Solutions for
Preservation

PRODUCTS

A DIVISION OF LIBRARY BINDING SERVICE

Pamphlet Binders Bound Four Flap Enclosures

Archival BindersArchivalProducts Music Binders

Archival BoardsArchival Folders

Manuscript Folders

Hinge Board Covers

Academy Folders

Newspaper /Map Folders

Polypropylene Sheet & Photo Protectors

Conservation & Preservation Tapes

Adhesives

Bookkeeper

Century Boxes

Record Album Enclosures

Conservation Cloths

forac
ARCHIVAL PRODUCTS

A Division o
fLibraryBindingService
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800 .526 .5640 Fax 888 .220 .2397
custserv @ archival .com http : / /www .archival .com

cal

MAC Newsletter • July 2002 1
7


	ArchivalResources on the World Wide Web



