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University and College Archives Web Sites: A Question of Content—continued

By Joshua Ranger, University of Wisconsin—-Oshkosh

(Continued from page 15)
South Dakota State University

<http://1lib.sdstate.edu/
archives/exhibits/
pastpresidents.html>

The Past Presidents of SDSU exhibit is
a great example of how to present con-
cise information on the administra-
tive history of a campus. It demon-
strates the utility of compiling and
reworking previously published ma-
terial for the Web environment.

St. Olaf College

<http://www.stolaf.edu/
library/archives/presidents/>

St. Olaf takes the “Hall of Presidents”
idea to beautiful new levels with its
ambitious and classy exhibit. The site
features mini-photographic albums of
its presidents in a variety of situations.
The albums open in a separate win-
dow so as not to clutter the text.

Northwestern University

<http://www.library.
northwestern.edu/archives/
exhibits/alumni/index.html>

Northwestern’s notable alumni Web
site is a great twist on a university bi-
ography exhibit. The site salutes some
of the more famous Wildcats of his-
tory and is a great promotional tool
as well. (Who knew that Cindy
Crawford went to Northwestern?)

BUILDINGS

The built environment is a part of a
school’s history with which the mem-
bers of campus interact every day and,
as such, is a routine curiosity for all
who work and learn in a school’s
buildings. Here are campuses that
have unlocked the mysteries of the
design, construction, use, and nam-

ing of their buildings.
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North Dakota State University

<http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.
edu/archives/ndsubuildings/
welcome.html>

The beautiful site of the NDSU ar-
chives features three ways to access
rich information about its campus
structures. The site also helps us real-
ize the potential for new student
recruitment with a toll-free number
at the bottom of some of the parent

Kansas State University

<http://www.1lib .ksu.edu/
depts/spec/exhibits/anderson-
hall.html>

<http://www.lib.ksu.edu/
depts/spec/exhibits/holtz-
hall.html>

Kansas State shows us that building
histories do not have to be cursory,
sweeping reviews of all campus build-
ings. In two separate exhibits concen-
trating only on KSU'’s Anderson and

- Holz Halls, the archives has given time

and space for a more detailed review
of the history of these important cam-
pus buildings.

Albion College

<http://www.albion.edu/
library/specialcollections/
historical_ tourl.asp>

Albion College in Michigan presents
a great twist on the ubiquitous cam-
pus tour on college and university
Web sites. Its “Historical Tour of
Campus” gives people the real story
behind the buildings on campus.
Added links at the bottom of each
“stop” on the tour gives visitors a
chance to connect the past to current
issues described in other spots on
Albion’s Web site, including the cam-
pus paper and even the traditional
campus tour’s pages.

AUDIO AND VIDEO EXHIBITS

Our campus voices caught on tape or
maybe just the campus fight song.
Sound and video files can surprise
people with all the archives can offer.

Notre Dame University

<http://lamb.archives.nd.edu/
sports.html>

Notre Dame gives us something to
cheer about with its football exhibits
that allow visitors a chance to relive
great moments from the Irish’s great-
est seasons with game footage and in-
terviews in QuickTime format.

EXHIBITS

The on-line environment has ex-
panded what we mean when we say
“exhibit.” Small or large, exhibits still
tell stories placing photos, artifacts,
and writings into context.

University of Missouri at
Columbia

<http://www.system.missouri.
edu/archives/exhibitlist.html>

At the site of the archives of the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia, one
finds a wealth of university history
exhibits. Choose from a long menu
of widely diverse subjects and see how
photographs, maps, documents, pub-
lications, and artifacts, just as in tra-
ditional, physical exhibits, are deftly
combined to tell numerous stories
about “Mizzou” history.

Ball State University

<http://www.bsu.edu/library/
thelibraries/units/archives/>

Ball State shows that work gone into
traditional exhibits should not be lost
after the exhibit is torn down. The
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