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PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS

By Anke Voss -Hubbard
Illinois Wesleyan University

Caring for Pueblo Pottery in the Archives : Not
featured in an M . L . S . program near you . ..
Why, you may a

sk , does a discussion o
f pottery reach a

column devoted to archive preservation ? In recent years a

frequent topic in the print literature , on Listservs , and in

the myriad programs and workshops we are rushing to

attend is , among others , the highly relevant topic o
f

elec

tronic records preservation , which should , o
f

course , be

expected .Unfortunately ( o
r
is it fortunately ? ) ,we are asked

to preserve many other unusual records and objects that

can , in some situations , take u
p

a
smuch o
f

our time as
those degrading disks and tapes , left at our doorstep each
day . Thus , a scenario that I think many archivists experi
ence a

t one time o
r another : unexpectedly inheriting a
n

unusual collection that posesmore preservation and docu
mentation challenges than one ever imagined and ,more
importantly , finding that a wealth o

f

literature , on - line
resources ,and many able and helpful colleagues a

re avail
able and ready to assist an archivist in need . Although my
main responsibility a

t

Illinois Wesleyan University (IWU )

is to serve as archivist and special collections librarian o
f
a

primarily paper -based collection , I also find myself the
curator o

f
a nineteenth -century collection of pueblo pot

tery : artifacts that are important to IWU , not only a
s
a

body o
f

artistic and cultural artifacts but as a legacy o
f

John Wesley Powell , the collection ' s donor and a
n IWU

faculty member in the nineteenth century .

The collection o
f

over 100 specimens o
f pottery and a

fe
w

wooden and basketry objects was presented to IWU

in themid 1880s b
y

John Wesley Powell (1834 – 1902 ) ,

explorer , scientist , and teacher . Objects of Zuni , Hopi ,

and Acomaprovenance were gathered during expeditions

carried out in 1879 , 1881 , and 1884 , b
y

staff from the

Smithsonian Institution ' s Bureau ofAmerican Ethnology ;

the artifacts were transferred to the U . S . National Mu
seum (USNM ) for curation .Powell served a

s the bureau ' s

first director , 1879 – 1902 . These expeditions of the 1870s
and 1880s represent some o

f

the first efforts to document

the cultures o
f

the Southwest and to collect representative

artifacts . Powell is best known for being the first white
American to successfully navigate the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon in 1869 . His other explora

tions o
f

the Western frontier in the late nineteenth cen
tury included a survey o

f

the Continental Divide and

a
n ethnological study o
f

Western Indians . Powell was

also the founder o
f

the National Geographic Society in

1888 , and the second director of the U . S . Geologic
Survey (1881 – 1894 ) .

Powell received a
n honorary M . A . and later a Ph . D .

from IWU ' s external degree program and served here as

professor o
f

natural sciences from approximately 1865

to 1867 . During h
is tenure a
t

IWU , Powell organized a

natural history museum o
n campus , designed the uni

versity seal , Scientia e
t Sapientia (knowledge and wis

dom ) , and le
d

IWU students on some of his celebrated
expeditions to the West . From the late 1800s until to

day , the pottery collection has been stored o
r displayed

in various locations and under varying conditions on

the IWU campus , and since th
e

mid -1960s , it was on

permanent display a
t the university ' s main library . In

1943 , a fire destroyed Hedding Hall (Old Main ) , the
campus building that housed IWU ' s sizeable natural
history collection . Fortunately , at the time of the fire ,

the pottery itself was o
n display o
n

the third floor o
f

Buck Memorial Library and thus escaped the devastat
ing flames , but the fire destroyed records that accom
panied the artifacts at th

e
time o

f

their original transfer

to IWU . Additionally , some of the pottery was repaired

o
n previous occasions ; however , those repairs are not

documented . Thus , the age o
f

those repairs and their

long -term viability are uncertain . The only information
that survives here about the original transfer o
f the arti
facts consists o

f

labels , presumably placed o
n

th
e

items

a
t

the time o
f

their arrival on campus in the late 1800s ;

some o
f

these labels are missing and the remaining ones

are brittle and difficult to read . Fortunately , the BAE
Annual Reports , registrarial records at Smithsonian In

stitution Archives , and records of the USNM ethno
graphic and archaeological collections , housed both a

t

the NationalMuseum o
f

Natural History and the Na
tional Anthropological Archives o

f

th
e

Smithsonian In

stitution , may allow me to retrace the provenance and
original context o

f

this collection ( I am still tracking
down these leads ; I owe much gratitude to staff at the

Smithsonian Institution fo
r

identifying relevant infor
mation and records in their holdings ) .

In addition to documenting the complete provenance o
f

these unique artifacts and thus confirming their exact age
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and physical characteristics ,my other great challenge is vation Center and it
s object conservator who gave me

to ensure the long -term preservation o
f

the pottery and some sound advice , although cautioned that without

a
t

the same time ensure that the campus community seeing the objects in person , the recommendations would
can celebrate and honor the Powell legacy .When I ar b

e preliminary .

rived o
n campus , the library was in the final stage of

The background research confirmed my initial concernplanning a new facility , including a new exhibit area for
permanently displaying the entire pottery collection . that , as with any unique item , the idea of a permanent

Not surprisingly , since I had been hired late in the plan exhibit , as opposed to a rotating one , would most cer
tainly affect the long -term preservation of these objects .

ning process , my main responsibility would b
e

to pro
vide for the proper preservation environment for the

Since wewould not be providing fo
r
amicro -climate , fluc

pottery b
y
" editing ” already approved design decisions . tuating temperature , relative humidity , and , to a lesser

degree , dust would b
e

a
n ongoing concern . Furthermore ,

T
o

become better informed about caring fo
r

the pot
tery and to gain assistance in evaluating the existing

long -term light exposure would b
e especially damaging

design o
f

the new display , I realized I had to seek some

to organic materials and paint pigments in this collec
tion . I had to consider both the intensity and the dura

expert advice to guide me in the right direction .

tion o
f

the light source . Unfortunately , while reducing

I began b
y

perusing my bookshelves and found the fo
l

the hours during which we keep the lights switched o
n

lowing resources exceedingly helpful : The Care of Antiques was one option , it is an ongoing debate since those view
and Historical Collections b

y

Per E . ing the exhibit could a
r

Guldbeck , rev . b
y
A . Bruce MacLeish rive a
t

almost any time

(AASLH Press , 1990 ) ; Caring fo
r

Your o
f

day . Those patrons
Collections : Preserving and Protecting Your include trustees who
Art and Other Collectibles ,National In may come in for a view
stitute for the Conservation o

f

Cultural ing at 8 : 00 A . M . and stu
Property , Arthur W . Schultz , Ed . , dents (nearly a thou

(Abrams , 1992 ) ; and Storage o
f Natu sand a day ) who visit

ral History Collections : Ideas and Practi the library most fre
cal Solutions , Vol . II , Carolyn L . Rose quently after 9 : 00 P . M .

and Amparo R . de Torres , (Society for In addition , for many
thePreservation o

fNatural History Col off -campus visitors , pro
lections , 1995 ) . Additional assistance John Wesley Powell Rotunda , The Ames Library , spective students , and
was provided b

y

reviewing research re Illinois Wesleyan University . Image courtesy ofMarc their families who may
ported in NEDCC Technical Leaflets , the Featherly , Illinois Wesleyan University . be o

n campus o
n the

Abbey Newsletter , the National Park weekend , the Powell ro
Services Conserve - O -Gram , and b

y visiting Conserva tunda is the first stop in the library .

tion Online , Resources fo
r

Conservation Professionals
The final design o

f

the exhibit space includes four curved

(COOL ) , <http : / /palimpsest . stanford .edu / > . The
homepage o

f

the American Institute fo
r

Conservation o
f glass cases located o
n

the entry level o
f

the library in

Historic and Artistic Works (AIC ) , <http : / / the John Wesley Powell rotunda . The unit has a total o
f

4
6 shelves with a depth o
f
3
6 " ; the total height o
f

the

a
ic .stanford .edu / > , asmany of you know , provides valu

able information o
n - line , including a listing of conser

shelving unit ( including the base ) is 7
1
" . The display

cases feature sliding glass doors o
n

one side and fixed
vation professionals and guides fo

r

the non -expert , in

cluding Caring fo
r

Your Ceramics and Glass Objects ,which
glass o

n the other . The sliding glass doors and the milk

provided me with a good overview . In addition , I con glass diffuser above the pottery feature a clear window

sulted with th
e

curator a
t the local McLean County

film that , according to the manufacturer ,will eliminate

Museum o
f History and included her in meetings with UVA and UVB ultraviolet light . Although I was given

the architect to identify potential problems in the de the task to choose appropriate lighting , the most sig
nificant decision had already been made before I was

sign that could affect the long -term preservation o
f

the
pottery . I also contacted the nearest Regional Conser (Continued o
n page 2
6 )
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(Continued from page 25)

brought in on the process: the lighting would be in
stalled inside the cases . Part of the challenge the initial
designers had to face was that the first- floor rotunda
opens to the second floor. That aesthetic highlight
needed to be preserved and thus could not be obstructed
by additional lighting fixtures . The initial plans called
for a closed but vented base for the light fixtures and

vents at the top of each case . It seemed immediately
apparent that the space would have a significant amount

of both artificial and natural light, say nothing about heat
producing ballasts in the base . After much research into
various types of lighting , including illuminating the ex
hibit cases with a prismatic fi

lm - light piping system o
r
a

halogen bulb - fiber optic cable lighting system , we

( or maybe our budget ) chose the still commonly used ,
cool -burning fluorescent light fixtures . The ballasts are
installed a

t

the top but inside the cases . There is a three
inch space between the fluorescent tubes and the milk
glass diffuser at the top o

f

each case that , in combina
tion with a fa

n

and vents in each unit , sufficiently elimi
nates heat build - u

p
.

ing a professional company to move the pottery across
campus and considering available funds , we chose to

move the collection ourselves . Armed with protective
gloves , conservation dust cloths , soft fibrous bristle
brushes , and a low -volt vacuum , we minimally and care
fully cleaned and then wrapped each piece in acid - free ,

unbuffered interleaving paper and bubble wrap , and
placed them inside sturdy archival , oversized storage
boxes .No doubtwe all breathed a sigh o

f relief and
thanks when the entire pottery collection arrived safely

in it
s splendid new home a
t

The Ames Library . Of
course , safeguarding the collection is an ongoing pro
cess and includes continued monitoring o

f

the exhibit

case climate , limiting excessive light exposure whenever
possible , and examining the individual objects periodi
cally fo

r

signs o
f damage .

MAC Archives Reminder
Outgoing MAC officers and committee chairs are encour
aged to donate their papers to theMAC Archives ,held at

the University o
f

Wisconsin -Milwaukee . For further in
formation , please contact MAC Archives Committee
Chair Laura Mills , Archivist , Rotary International , 1560
Sherman Avenue , Evanston , Illinois 60201 (phone : 847
866 -4481 ; fax : 847 -869 -9265 ; E -mail : millsl @

rotaryintl .org ) .

WelcomeNew Columnists

The cases are constructed o
f

solid mahogany with re

movable glass shelves .Had the interior of the cases been
covered with particle board , I would have specified that
the designer apply a widely -used sealant to prevent off
gassing . But since w

e

could use mahogany fo
r

both the

interior and exterior , we instead added a
n exhibit qual

it
y , terra cotta -colored , polyester cloth a
t the bottom o
f

th
e

cases . Since the library is controlled with a zoned
HVAC system it has allowed u

s
to keep the rotunda at

a slightly lower temperature than the rest o
f

the build

in
g , although this is only partially effective . Further

more , we learned through diligentmonitoring of tem
perature and relative humidity (using display case

thermo hygrometers and a handheld digital thermo
hygrometer ) within the case , that in early spring and
late fall when neither the cooling o

r

heating o
n campus

is turned o
n , the climate in the library and thus inside

the cases is less than desirable . But fo
r

the rest o
f

the
year we are confident that the exhibit case environment

is being maintained a
t acceptable , though certainly not

ideal , levels . We plan to experiment using moisture
sensitive silica material designed to offset changes in

relative humidity .

Finally ,moving day arrived in March 2003 , and Spe
cial Collections staff moved the collection to the
university ' s new Ames Library . After investigating hir

Welcome to new “ Preservation Essentials ” colum
nists Anke Voss -Hubbard and Jennie Thomas . Anke
and Jennie join Marta O 'Neill ,National Personnel
Records Center (NARA ) , and Elli Bambakidis , Day

ton (Ohio )Metro Library , as rotating contributors .

Anke is Archivist /Special Collections Librarian a
t

the Tate Archives & SpecialCollections , The Ames
Library , IllinoisWesleyan University , Bloomington ,

Illinois . Jennie is Marilyn Crandell Schleg Archi
vist and Special Collections Librarian /United Meth
odist Church West Michigan Conference Archivist

a
t

Albion College , Albion ,Michigan . Farewell and
many thanks to contributor Cory Daly who is step
ping down .
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