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1974 SAA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD.
The SAA invites its members to nominate
an archival institution for its Disting-
uished Service Award for 1974. The
State Archives Division of the Oregon
State Library presently holds the award.
According to the regulations for the
award, the organization nominated should
have achieved distinction in one or more
of the following ways:
--demonstrably contributing to archival
theory and the development of new ar-
chival practices;
--serving its constituency in an out-
standing fashion;
--showing extraordinary ingenuity and
resourcefulness in improving efficiency
of operations or improving methods of
work ;
--going well beyond the normal perfor-
mance requirements expected of an ar-
chival agency and so being an incentive
to others;
--publishing exemplary and meritorious
finding aids, collection guides, state-
ments of available service, and the
likes
--developing over a period of years an
archival program of such depth and scope
as to warrant especial recognition.
Write to the SAA Acting Secretary for
nominating forms. Bentley Historical
Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

SAA PUBLISHES EDUCATION DIRECTORY. The
Society of American Archivists has just
published an Education Directory. The
Directory includes an essay on the
nature of archival careers covering such
topics as types of archival work avail-
able, qualifications for employment,
salaries and benefits, and archival
training and education. The balance

of the Directory is devoted to detailed

‘descriptions of courses, seminars, in-

stitutes, and other archival educational
programs offered by a wide variety of
colleges and universities. It is avail-
able from the SAA. Write: Howard
Applegate, The Balch Institute, 123 S.
Broad St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19109.

SAA CHANGES BYLAW ON GENERAL ELECTION.
The SAA Council amended section 7 of the

bylaws to provide for a runoff election
by mail if no candidate for a particular
office receives a plurality of at least
40% of the votes cast for that office.
The two candidates for the office who
have received the highest number of votes
will stand for the runoff election.

SAA/SSA_LUNCHECN The SAA and the Society
of Southwest Archivists will sponsor a
luncheon at the annual convention of the
Organization of American Historians in
Denver on 18 April 1974. E. Berkeley
Tompkins, director of the National His-
torical Publications Commission, will
speak on, "New Directions in Four Docu-
mentary Publications." Cost of the lun-
cheon is $8.00. SAA members who belong
to the OAH will receive a pre-registra-
tion form with their convention program;
they may reserve places for the luncheon
by filling out the appropriate line on
the form. SAA members who do not telong
- to the OAH may make their luncheon reser-
vations with the SAA acting secretary,
including a check for $8.C0. Tickets are
to be picked up at the OAH registration
desk at the Denver Hilton.

1974 SAA GENERAL ELECTION. The SAA Nom-

inating Committee will meet during the
third week of April to select candidates
for Society offices. The Nominating
Committee has set 15 June as the dead-
line for the receipt of nominations by
petition. A valid petition must carry
the names of at least 45 members of the
Society. Petitions are to be sent to
the chairwoman of the 1974 Nominating
Committee: Carolyn H. Sung, 6004 Roose-
velt St., Bethesda, Md. 20034.

NUCMC. The SAA Council reccn.ly endors-
ed a resolution in support of the Na-
tional Union Catalog of Manuscript Col-
lections which had been offered by the
Committee for the Control and Descrip-
tion of Archives and Manuscripts. In
the resolution, the Society calls atten-
tion to the fact that 850 repositories
have reported 29,356 collections to
NUCMC, but that over 500 institutions
have not reported and an estimated 10,-
000 collections remain unreported from
all institutions. The Society recog-
nizes the importance of NUCMC in the res-
olution and urges all manuscript reposi-
tories to report all collections as soon
as feasible.




SAA STATEMENT ON_USER FEES AND ACCESS

The Joint AHA-OAH-SAA Committee on
Historians and Archives approved the fol-
lowing statement on 15 Sept. 1973:

“One of the unfortunate effects of the
current financial crisis is pressure to
restrict the availability of manuscripts
and archives for research purposes. The
severe budget stringencies which now pre-
vail in most agencies has led administra-
tors to seek new sources of income and
new methods of reducing expenditures. In
such cases manuscript and archive oper-
ations have been under strong pressures
to introduce practices which can only be
regarded as far more harmful than any of
the alleged benefits they would confer.

There have been many suggestions by ad-
ministrative officers that fees be im-
posed on persons not affiliated with an
institution who wish to make research use
of that institution's rare and unique
manuscripts collections. The requirement
that fees be collected from persons wish-
ing to make scholarly research use of
manuscripts and archives runs counter to
the whole cultural tradition of this
country. It would impose a kind of means
test on scholars which would shut out
impecunious or poverty-stricken young
persons, no matter what their promise or
ability, while giving special privileges
to those who, in effect, are able to pur-
chase access to material which is denied
to others on grounds which have no re-
lationship to their potential scholarly
contributions.

Similarly, proposals that access be lim-
ited to students and faculty of the in-
stitution where the materials are housed,
thus turning the university's manuscript
collection into a kind of private hunting
preserve for its own students and facul-
ty, are out of harmony with those tra-
ditions of scholarship which have always
opposed erecting walls around Tibraries
and scholarly resources. There should be
no privileges in the world of scho]arsh1p
except those based on demonstrated merit
and ability. Privilege based on income
or place of residence can in the long run
only be harmful to the professional goals
of both the historian and the archivist.
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The vigor of scholarship in our country
owes a great deal to a tradition of open-

ness and immediate helpfulness to the

outside inquirer. Hence the committee
urges custodians of manuscripts and ar-
chives to resist such suggestions of user
fees and access restrictions, and to call
them to the attention of this committee
and other responsible professional organ-
izations in the historical and archival
fields, so that appropriate countervail-
ing measures may be taken."

THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS has

announced a Second Archives Study Tour:
Archives of South America to be given on
August 4-24. For further information:
SAA International Archival Affairs Com-
mittee, Frank B. Evans, Chairman, Nation-
al Archives and Records Service, Room 5E,
Washington, D.C. 20408.

CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS. A resolution on
the declassification of national secur-
ity documents, submitted by the Committee
on Reference and Access, was approved as
amended by the SAA Council. In that res-
olution, the Society calls upon those
responsible for the system of security
classification to reduce further the time
period required before material can be
declassified. While the Society recog-
nizes the practical difficulties involved
and the dangers of excessive haste, it
recommends the automatic declassification
of all (except the most highly sensitive)
security classified documents 10 years
after their creation.

APPRAISERS LIST AVAILABLE The SAA Com-
mittee on Collecting Personal Papers and
Manuscripts wishes to maintain a list_of
appraisers who have been used by insti-
tutions and their donors, and whose work
has been satisfactory. Without recom-
mending any particular appraisers, the
committee will furnish the list to any-
one asking for it. The committee would
appreciate the assistance of any SRA
member who could send it the name of an
appraiser who has been used by his insti-
tution, or by donors to his institution,
and whose work has been satisfactory.
The committee will be glad to send copies
of the 1ist to anyore requesting it as
soon as it is ready. Please send infor-
mation, or requests for the list, to:
Edmund Berkeley, Jr., Chmn., SAA Commit-
tee on Collecting Mss., c/o Mss. Dept.,
Univ. of Va. Library, Charlottesville,
Va. 22901.
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