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FATE OF MAINE STATE ARCHIVES

The bill to implement the Maine Man-
agement and Cost Survey recommendations
which would have disestablished the ar=
chives (see Oct. issue) was unanimously
defeated in legislative hearing. Sup-
port of the Maine archival program by
the S.A.A. helped the committee reach a
favorable decision. It behooves all
M.A.C. members to be on guard against
similar attempts in their own states.
Please keep the Newsletter informed of
any developments.

TV _NEWS ARCHIVES CONTESTED BY CBS
(Condensed from CAPITAL TIMES Feature
Section 3/5/74)

The Vanderbilt University Television
News Archive in Nashville, Tenn. is the
only place in the U.S. that has back
copies of all three major networks' news
shows and it currently has about 3,000
hours of videotapes for rental to the
public. Though Vanderbilt has been tap-
ing the shows for more than five years,
it is presently under attack from CBS,
which is fighting to get back the Cron-
kite tapes, in true Watergate committee
vs. White House fashion. CBS has filed
legal action, fearing infringement of
copyright and consequent loss of control
in the "unauthorized editing and ex-
cerpting" of the tapes. The archives
disagrees with the network's definition
of "editing," claiming that the tapes
are rented, not sold; that a restriction
contract forbidding duplication or re-
broadcasting is signed by the user, and
that any tampering with the tapes would
be shown by the digital clock running
concurrently on each tape..

One of the issues in the case 1is
whether televised news should be treated
as its printed counterpart in regard to
First Amendment rights. A1l TV networks
want the protection of the Constitution,
but CBS is seeking to deny its viewers
the right to excerpt a news broadcast;
while a newspaper reader my cut out
articles as he or she wishes. CBS
claims it has tried to persuade
Vanderbilt to take a royalty-free
license, which, though a]1ow1ng_the
University to continue videotaping and
permitting schélarly research, would
forbid it to edit, rent or send tapes
out on request.

WHITE HOUSE ARCHIVIST "REVISES" DIARY
Washington (UPI) -"A Secret Service
agent once in charge of President
Nixon's tape recordings testified Thurs-
day he just doesn't know whether the
recording machine really ran out of tape
last April 15 before a crucial presi-
dential conversation about Watergate.
Another witness, White House archivist
John C. Nesbett, said he made a rare
“revision" of the President's minute-by-
minute diary for that day several months
later on the urging of Nixon's Water-
gate lawyers." Unfortunately the UPI
article did not reveal the nature of
Nesbett's "revision." Nonetheless we
wonder how Nesbett's conduct squares
with that part of the "Archivist's Code"
which reads "The archivist has a moral
obligation to society to preserve evi-
dence on how things actually happened
and to take every measure for the phys-
ical preservation of valuable records."

ARCHIVES AND POLITICS. Once again ar-
chives and politics mix. According to
the March 13 Chicago Sun-Times® "The ex-
aminer who was fired for giving John
Patrick Daley (Mayor Richard Daley's
son) and others passing grades on insur-
ance examinations they should have
flunked was unqualified for his job,
official documents obtained by The Sun-
Times revealed Tuesday. Moreover, the
examiner, who earned $743 a month with .
the Department of Insurance before he
was fired last April, was back on the
state payroll within a matter of days at
a salary of $811 a month, according to
Jim Williams, a spokesman in the state
controller's office. The examiner,
Robert Wills, 57, now works as a custod-
ian of the state archives and museum."
We wonder why Will's position was not
advertised in the MAC Newsletter. Per-
haps one of our colleagues in Spring-
field should sign him up as a MAC member
now that he's one of us!

NEW JOBS AVAILABLE. pyublic Law 93-203,
recently enacted, enables state and lo-
cal agencies in areas of high employment
to use federal funds for the creation of
jobs. Archival institutions in those
areas ought to take advantage of the

opportunity to hire persons for archival
tasks.
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AN APPEAL FROM NEW_ZEALAND. Last month's
mailbag brought a warm greeting from
MAC member Tom Wilsted who is currently
on the staff of the National Library of
New Zealand. In addition to letting us
know that he really enjoys his new po-
sition and Tocation, Tom issued the
following appeal to MACers: "The Turn-
bull Library is interested in discover-
ing whether there are American archives
or manuscript collections that have ma-
terial relating to New Zealand. I have
gone through NUCMUC and written to per-
sons who indicated New Zealand materials.
However, there are often smaller col-
lections which do not get entered or in-
stitutions which do not participate. I
would appreciate it if persons knowing
about such materials would write to me
giving me a description of the materials
and whether or not we could obtain
copies. Such copies, of course, would
only be used for research purposes and
further copying would not be permitted."
If you can help Tom out please write:
Thomas Wilsted, Manuscripts Section, The
Alexander Turnbull Library, The National
Library of New Zealand, P.0. Box 8016,
Wellington, New Zealand.

MORE NEWS FROM QUR NEW ZEALAND CORRESPON-
DENT. "Contrary to popular opinion, I
have not dropped off the face of the
earth and I am still alive and well in
the wilds of New Zealand. It has taken
some time to get settled both into the
routine of the country and into my job."
"As far as archives and manuscripts
go, this is a whole different world.
New Zealand is small (3 million pop.) so
there are few repositories and there is
little chance for training unless one
goes to England or the United States.
In addition to this, there are few other
practicing archivists to exchange ideas
with. (Perhaps only a dozen persons who
are full time.) There are three people
in my department, including myself, and
the other two are extremely competent.."
"In many respects, however, it is an
exciting time since an archives commit-
tee is being formed as a result of the
last N.Z. Library Association meeting.
It also looks 1ike there will be a great
deal of development at the Turnbull in
terms of collecting manuscripts."

Tom Wilsted

PROF R VALUABLE LEGAL AND
FINANCIAL ARCHIVES. (New York Times)
Professor Hershkowitz, director of
Queens College Historical Documents
Collection, has rescued large quantities
of New York's legal and financial
archives bound for certain destruction.
The newly discovered documentation
depicts the New York of 1784 as not too
unlike the New York of 1974. Drug abuse
and violent crime were high then as now.
One coroner's report listed 3 infanti-
cides, 3 suicides, 12 drownings and 1
murder-the killing of Alexander Hamilton
by Aaron Burr-in one month of 1804.
Other significant finds included finan-
cial records depicting the graft that
took place during the days of William
Marcy Tweed, early divorce records,

and wealth of historical trivia, for
example Hamilton's mahogany coffin cost
$25 in 1804.

As well as pointing out the potential
richness of his discoveries at a recent
conference on New York's legal history,
Professor Hershkowitz complained about
the city's neglect of its archives.

Much of the material was scattered in
many city basements under poor conditions.
New York has a Municipal Archives but
suffers from a familiar proklem--a low
budget.

e

HOOVER CENTENNIAL MARKED. The Hoover

Presidential Library Association is
sponsoring four major seminars on the
1ife and work of the 31st President
during the Herbert Hoover Centennial
Year, 1974. The first in the series,
held February 13-15, was on "Hoover and
the War Period, 1914-1920"; the balance
of the meetings and their dates are
"Hoover as Secretary of Commerce, 1921-
1928," April 24-26; "Hoover and the
Presidency, 1929-1933," August 7-9; and
"Hoover, the Elder Statesman, 1933-
1964," October 2-4.

The seminars are open to all who wish
to attend, without any fee or registra-
tion requirement. They will be held at
the Hoover Library. For further infor-
mation, interested persons should write
to Francis W. 0'Brien, Director of Aca-
demic Programs, Hoover Presidential Li-
brary Association, P.0. Box 359, West
Branch, Iowa 52358.
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