6 WHAT ABQUT DUPLICATES?

Reported by Dean De Bolt
(Sangamon State University)

WHAT ABOUT DUPLICATES?

Moderated by Mary MacDonald, the
duplicates session began with Chuck
Elston of the University of ITlinois
Archives discussing the general aspects
of duplicates, how an archives receives
duplicates, ways and means of handling
duplicate records, and how duplicates
can be eliminated through records
management. He stressed that duplicates
are not the most exciting topic for
discussion, but they are certainly

a basic problem faced by all archivists.
Mr. Elston also covered the possible
uses of duplicate material in quick
reference files, exhibits, and as
permanent loans to various agencies
within an institution.

Susan Dalton of the Wisconsin Center
for Theatre Research covered the
duplicate problem with motion pictures,
television, radio, and theatre records.
She emphasized the duplicate dilemna with
films of various edition and titles,
with still photographs, and with the
studio publicity photos that were often
issued in heavy quantity and with
similar poses. Ms.Dalton also explained
some of the techniques for preserving
films and how they prepared finding
aids for theatre archives. The question
and answer period following the workshop
introduced one interesting suggestion--
that of establishing a "duplicates
clearinghouse" to facilitate filling out
collections held by other depositories.

EXHIBITING HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS

Reported by Diana Haskell
(The Newberry Library)

Jean Robertson, of the Montgomery
County (Ohio) Historical Society, began
her session by distributing a set of
handouts which described various display
and mounting techniques and included a
short reading list. She then explained
that rather than go into detail concern-
ing the mechanics of display work, she
preferred to outline procedures and
guidelines and follow up with a question
and answer period concerning specific
problems. The procedural steps she

outlined were: determine the story line
of the display; survey holdings within
the institution and the community for
appropriate materials; decide who the
exhibition audience will be; avoid clut-
ter within the display areas (including
correct use of labels); after the display
is up, observe reactions to various dis-
play units for future reference, and
finally, study the building with its
features and drawbacks in order to make
the best use of facilities.

Discussion questions ranged from
opinions regarding the best type of mat-
erials to be used in mounting an exhibit
and where they might be obtained through
the mechanics of rigging a flashlight
battery exhaust fan for display cases.

A good deal of useful information was
offered regarding alternatives to dis-
playing original manuscript materials.

Toward the end of the discussion, a
suggestion was made that the title of
the session was misleading - or perhaps
that the concept of a theoretical session
on displays is inadequate in meeting the
needs of MAC members. It was suggested

- and corroborated by many in atten-
dance - that a future session be devised
at which members might actually hold the
tools of display work in their hands and
take part in a short course on the
mechanics of exhibiting manuscripts and
related materials.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL:

MAC NEWSLETTER AND PUBLICATION PLANS

Reported by Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler
(University of I1linois - Chicago Circle)

Approximately 25 MAC members met to-
gether Friday morning to share coffee and
rolls and to exchange ideas regarding the
MAC Newsletter and a future publications
program. The joint discussion had been
originally planned as two separate talk
sessions. However, due to the lack of
initial response (late-rising member-
ship!) as well as to the similar nature
of the topics, Frank Cook and Mary Rit-
zenthaler decided to join forces and hold
forth together.

Frank, who will no longer be the
newsletter editor after the October, 1974
issue, was able to convey a sense of ur-
gency regarding a replacement for this
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position. He enumerated some basic re-
quirements of the position, the amount of
time he and his staff members spent pre-
paring each issue, and his offer to con-
tinue to handle reproduction of the News-
letter if he is provided with camera-
ready copy. The group discussed possible
means of getting more input from the
membership into the Newsletter, such as
having regional editors who would be
responsible for obtaining articles, news-
notes, etc. from the people in their
area.

Mary reported that the response (al-
though minimal) to the publications ques-
tionnaire indicated that the membership
favored a publications program for MAC,
with most people interested in leaflets,
how-to manuals, and directories. The
ensuing discussion centered around the
need for new publications, the publica-
tion programs of other related organiza- .
tions and the complementary roles that
any new publications and the Newsletter
should play in relation to each other.

A concrete outcome of the session was
the formation of a committee to further
investigate the feasibility of a publi-
cations program, gather cost information,
and draw up rocommendations and proposals
to be reported to Council. The publica-
tions committee is composed of the fol-
Towing persons: Jean Hatch, Jane Alder-
fer, Chuck Elston, John Fleckner, Greg
Lennes, Philip Shutt, Jean Robertson,
Carole Sue DeLaite, Dean DeBolt, Robert
Brubaker and Mary Ritzenthaler, chairman.
Comments and suggestions are welcomed and
may be directed to any committee member.

—

SPECIAL PROJECTS REPORT

Reported by Jack Jallings

(State Historical Society of Wisconsin)
The session opened with a brief reyiew
of the special projects idea as outlined
in the January 1974 issue of the MAC
Newsletter. The special interests (or
seminars) will be one or two day meeting§
of small groups of archivists with
interests, needs or problems in
specialized areas. John Fleckner
reported on the seminar on "Regional
Archival Systems" now scheduled to be
held in Chicago at the Newberry Library
on July 29-30. The seminar will discuss
the origins and operations of regional
archival systems in Wisconsin, Ohio,
Minnesota, Michigan, and other states.
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:Néarly all of the more than thirty
- people attending the session at one time
.or another joined in a very lively

.discussion which followed,

Proposals

- for additional special seminars which

., emerged from thissession and from

- subsequent replies to our questionnaires
"indicate strong interest in the special

- ideas suggested:

interests seminars idea. Some of the
subject access and
cataloguing; problems in establishing

a new archives; microfilming programs ;
photographs ; preservation of fragile
materials; preparing exhibits; coping
with large collections; getting grants;
archives and genealogists., At present,
the next seminar planned will be on
subject access and cataloguing, perhaps
divided into two seminars, one for state
government archives and the other for
manuscript depositories. By all means,
please send us your name if you are
interested in receiving more specific
information as planning for this session
proceeds. Possibly too, because of
considerable interest shown, we will
consider a seminar now on starting of
new archives.,

The next step is up to you! Do you have
ideas, needs, interests, problems (or
solutions) in any of the above areas?
Other areas? If you have not already

done so, send these along to us, And
even more, volunteer to coordinate a
seminar. Actually, it is quite easy:
check with the Special Projects
Committee, then contact a few people

with similar interests and decide on a
time, place, and tentative program; issue
a formal letter of invitation after
reserving convenient local facilities for
lodging and meetings. The Special
Projects Committee will offer all the
support it can, including: MAC
sponsorship of your seminar; lists of
people possibly interested in your topic;
advice on programs, arrangements,
speakers, and the 1ike. The key to
success for these seminars, small size
and involvement of people with an
immediate interest in the topic, are also
the factors which make arranging them
easy. The participants themselves will
offer program ideas, assistance with
arrangements, and other help in making
their seminar go.

‘Let us know!
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