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MAC RAPPORTEURS CONVOCATION IN CHICAGO A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

MAC held its Spring Meeting this year amidst the friendly confines of the Windy
City. Buffeted by the city's namesake, the participants ventured occasional forays in-
to some of Chicago's culinary palaces sandwiched, as it were, between the multitude of
sessions organized by a particluarly innovative Program Committee. The Spring Meeting
began with a down-to-earth session on primary research by undergraduates,.featuring
Professor Stan Katz of the University of Chicago. Beginning on Thursday, March 21,
the Meeting continued through Saturday morning, March 23. In between, MACers were

treated to a variety of offerings including:

a session of the vexing problem of dupli-

cates, presented by Chuck Elston and Susan Dalton; instruction on the subject of exhib-
iting historical manuscripts, given by Jean Robertson; three "early bird specials" on
publications plans, the MAC Newsletter, and special projects conducted by Jack Jallings,
Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler and Frank Cook; an excellent and controversial session on
"Staffing with Paraprofessionals" with Kay Domine, Jane Alderfer, Rosemary Richardson,
Robert Rosenthal and Palph Havener; two "shop talk" sessions on church archives and
college archives by Rev. M.J. Madaj and Nick Burckel; a "supersession" on Controls and
Retrieval, discussed by Bob Brubaker, J. Joe Bauxer, Lydia Lucas and Dave Olson. The
Meeting ended with a tour of the Newberry Library and a very well-received session on
"Ethics and the Archivist" that included panelists Janice 0'Connell, Nancy Prewitt and
Dan Porter and was moderated by MAC's own Archie Motley.

For a change, attendees were given ample opportunity for socializing and the ex-
change of ideas with colleagues. Despite the chilly weather, MACers came away from
Chicago with a sense of fullfilment and anticipation of the Fall Meeting in Minnesota.
Here follows a series of reports on the various sessions:

THE USEABLE PAST: TEACHING
THE NEW HISTORY

Reported by Dennis East
(Wayne State University)

The featured speaker at the opening
session of the Midwest Archives Confer-
ence in Chicago, March 21-23, 1974, was
Stanley N. Katz, Professor of Legal His-
tory at the University of Chicago. Mr.
Katz spoke on the topic, "The Useable
Past: Teaching the 'New History.'" His
talk related to his involvement with
other history professors at the Univer- :
sity of Wisconsin from 1965-1971, in de-
veloping an introductory American history
course in which undergraduate students
utilized original source materials in
their studies.

Mr. Katz emphasized that the introduc-
tory course was designed to enable the
students to learn how "to do history" and

develop historical understanding and
teaching techinques. Utilizing small
groups, selecting source material, devel-
oping select units for study, the stu-
dents were able to work closely with ori-
ginal source material, obtained princi-
pally through the State Historical Soci-
ety of Wisconsin, in studying specific e-
vents, communities and other topics. Mr.
Katz indicated that development of this
type of course was dependent upon the ex-
cellent cooperation of the archivists and
manuscript curators in providing source
material and copying facilities.

He encouraged other archivists to ex-
plore the possibilities of initiating
such cooperation with historians and
other scholars but noted the problems of
time, money, staff and interest by his-
torians in developing such programs. Ma-
ny of these same problems were reiterated
and emphaaized during the question and
answer session that followed his talk.
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