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Dear Colleagues:

That "MAC Spirit"

A few years ago, a number of MACers, from new members to veterans, gathered to
discuss MAC and its future. The organization had grown and prospered, and we
wanted to determine the best direction to continue to meet members' needs. One of
the conclusions of that summit was to retain the two meetings-per-year schedule, for
the membership had consistently affirmed its desire for two meetings each year.

Another outcome of the meeting focused on the "MAC spirit." No one was quite
sure what that meant, but most agreed that it had to do with our members' willing
ness to donate time and resources to making MAC's activities, from meetings to

publications, the best possible. It was that strong commitment, born of a genuine
love for MAC, displayed by our members time and time again.

I'm pleased to report that the MAC spirit is alive and well, demonstrated at the recent
meeting in Milwaukee. For example, after several years of discussion and much work

by the Meetings Task Force, Council approved a number of task force recommenda
tions, such as placing basic meeting forms and documents on the Web for easy access

by Program and Local Arrangements Committees. Council also backed investigation
of alternatives to the present fall meeting format, since holding two similar meetings
per year is getting more and more challenging. The willingness of Council to experi
ment reflects that MAC spirit once again.

Of course, the MAC spirit appeared elsewhere in Milwaukee, from wind-chilled walk
ing tours to graduate students presenting their papers. The Program Committee,

cochaired by Ellen Engseth and Cynthia Read-Miller, along with the Local Arrange
ments Committee, cochaired by Tim Cary and Ken Wirth, performed superbly. On
behalf of the MAC membership, I want to thank the cochairs and their committee
members for putting on an outstanding meeting!

We now have another opportunity to show the MAC spirit. You have probably re
ceived a message about the A*CENSUS project, seeking to poll members of our
profession on educational needs for archivists, along with gathering other data. This
effort is the first survey we've had in quite a while, so please take the time to complete
it. The survey includes a few questions about MAC, too. So, catch that MAC spirit
and send in your questionnaire right away. Have a great summer!

Collegially yours,

Steve McShane

President, Midwest Archives Conference
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