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COME ON, LET'S GET THOSE REPORTS SENT TO NUCMC!

by Robert L. Brubaker
Chicago Historical Society

During the past decade, the National
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections
has developed into a vitally important
tool for locating manuscripts. Before
the appearance of the NHPC's Guide to
Archives and Manuscripts in the United
States in 1961 and the first NUCMC vol-
ume the following year, researchers
could locate pertinent materials only by
visiting numerous libraries and archives,
by firing off a barrage of letters to
the most likely institutions, or by
poring tediously through hundreds of
guides to the holdings of individual re-
positories. Most institutions had no
comprehensive guides or the guides were
badly outdated, and many collections
were in unexpected locations, so re-
searchers inevitably failed to learn
about some collections that would have
proved useful.

The NUCMC and the NHPC (or Hamer)
quide held out great promise that re-
searchers would now be able to identify
and locate pertinent collections with a
relatively small expenditure of time and
effort. Both guides have built-in
Timitations that seemed to be required
by practical considerations, and both
have encountered criticism. The chief
advantages of the NUCMC are (1) the
NUCMC scope and content notes together
with index entries provide access to
major correspondents and subjects,
whereas the NHPC guide provides little
more than names of collections, and (2)
the NUCMC annual volumes provide infor-
mation on collections within a year or
so after reports are submitted, whereas
the NHPC guide now contains no informa-
tion on accessions of the past fifteen
years and subsequent editions in the
same format would soon be outdated.

The biggest question about the NUCMC
always has been whether it would eventu-
ally manage to elicit reports from most
institutions for all or even the bulk of
their collections. Walter Rundell, Jr.,
mentioned in In Support of American
History that his survey received many
complaints from historians about the
spotty coverage of the NUCMC. More re-
cently, in the May, 1972 issue of the
AHA Newsletter, Edward Papenfuse pro-
nounced the NUCMC a failure due to "lack
of funds, the decision not to include
archives, and the disappointing parti-
cipation of contributing repositories”

and due to "the desire of most manu-
script repositories to concentrate their

efforts on publishing a separate guide
to their collections."

; In a section of my paper for the ses-
sion in St. Louis on "The Finding Aid in
Perspective" (submitted for publication
elsewhere), I attempted to evaluate the
accomplishments of NUCMC since 1959 and
to determine how much remains to be done
before NUCMC will be reasonably com-
plete. After Frank Cook asked me to
summarize my comments for the MAC News-
letter, I decided to check further on
the extent of participation by Midwest-
arn institutions. Starting with the
complete 1list of contributing reposi-
:ories in the most recent volume (1971),
[ counted the collections listed under
2ach repository in the four cumulated
repository indexes for 1959-71. By
comparing the NUCMC totals with the
NHPC guide, it is easy to determine that
many institutions have reported none or
only a small proportion of their col-
lections. The Tists are too long to
yublish here, but the following tabu-
lations reflect the situation.
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TABLE 1 REPORTED TO NUCMC IN 1959-71  NOT REPORTED**

Repositories* Collections Repositories

MIDWEST (EIGHT STATES)

Universities & colleges ‘ 95 3,029 38
Historical societies 41 2,620 37
Public Tibraries 23 686 21
Other 48 1,226 40
Total 207 7,561 136
ILLINOIS
Universities & colleges 24 646 9
Historical societies 5 147 4
Public Tlibraries 2 2 1
Other 8 118 11
Total 39 913 25
INDIANA
Universities & colleges 7 144 2
Historical societies 5 25 2
Public libraries 1 3 0
Other 6 70 2
Total 19 242 6
I0WA
Universities & colleges 8 159 0
Historical societies 0 0 1
Public libraries 1 2 4
Other 6 213 5
Total 15 374 10
MICHIGAN
Universities & colleges 18 1,343 8
Historical societies 1 1 4
Public Tlibraries 7 641 12
Other 7 274 9
Total 33 2,259 33
MINNESOTA
Universities & colleges 9 197 5
Historical societies 10 839 12
Public Tibraries 1 4 2
Other 3 6 4
Total 23 1,046 23
MISSOURI
Universities & colleges 6 425 6
Historical societies 2 204 0
Public libraries 2 2 0
Other 7 245 2
Total 17 876 8
OHIO
Universities & colleges 20 111 6
Historical societies 12 276 4
Public Tibraries 8 29 1
Other 8 293 3
Total 48 709 14
WISCONSIN
Universities & colleges 3 : 4 2
Historical societies 6 1,128 10
Public T1ibraries 1 3 1
Other 3 7 4
Total 13 1,142 17

*Libraries, departments, or other administrative units as listed in NUCMC.
**Repositories that reported manuscripts to Hamer but not to NUCMC during 1959-71,
but excluding federal record centers and state archives included by Hamer but

excluded by NUCMC.




Table 2

MIDWEST (EIGHT STATES)
Universities & colleges
Historical societies
Public libraries
Other

~9To0tal

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

TIOWA

MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

MISSOURI

OHIO

WISCONSIN
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NUMBER OF REPOSITORIES REPORTING

1 2-9 10-49 50-99 100+
Coll, 7Colist2iColivozColl.Ta!Colds
26 41 15 2 11
21 9 5 1 5
11 9 2 0 1
22 12 7 2 5
80 71 29 b 22
15 12 7 1 4
9 4 5 0 1
5 6 2 0 2
12 9 4 2 6
7 12 2 0 2
5 6 2 0 4
20 17 Z 2 2
7 5 0 0 1

Altogether, 136 repositories in the
eight Midwestern states cited above
reported manuscripts to Hamer for the
NHPC guide but not to NUCMC. Twenty-
eight percent of these are universities
or colleges, twenty-seven percent are
historical societies, fifteen percent
are public libraries, and thirty percent
are other types of institutions (state
libraries, privately-endowed libraries,
museums, theological seminaries, presi-
dential libraries, etc.). A few non-
reporting institutions have quite sub-
stantial holdings, notably Indiana
University and the State Historical
Society of Iowa. Most of the others
have less than twenty collections each,
but many of the collections are impor-
tant and all should be described in
NUCMC. The number of non-reporting re-
positories ranges from six in Indiana to
thirty-three in Michigan, but when the
number of repositories known to have
manuscripts in each state is taken into
consideration, it is clear that non-
reporting repositories are not concen-
trated in any one state or states (Mich-
igan also reported more collections than
any other state). Presumably, some
institutions in all states failed to
report manuscripts to either Hamer or
NUCMC. '

Many other institutions obviously
have reported only a few of their col-
lections. Eighty repositories (thirty-
nine percent of the Midwestern reposi-
tories represented in NUCMC) reported
only one collection each. An examina-
tion of Hamer entries indicates that

most of these appear to have at least
five reportable collections, and some
have more. Among larger repositories,
the Indiana Historical Society must have
more than nineteen collections, North-
western University surely has more than
sixteen, and the IT11inois State His-
torical Library (where I was once curator
of manuscripts) certainly has much more
than twenty-five collections. The Ohio
Historical Society reported only seventy-
seven collections by 1971, but presum-
ably the remaining holdings will soon be
represented in NUCMC via descriptions
prepared by the NUCMC staff from the
recently published institutional guide.
It is difficult to be sure how many
collections have not been reported by
other repositories, since information
about total holdings is unavailable.
Counts based on Hamer would take an in-
ordinate amount of time and would be
incomplete because institutions general-
1y reported (or at least were asked to
report) papers of individuals only when
they were important enough to appear in
DAB or comparable works and because none
of the accessions of the past fifteen
years--which must be quite substantial--
would be included.

-Sixty-four percent of the Midwestern
reports to NUCMC were submitted by
fifteen repositories in ten institutions.
The big ten includes: 1,116--State
Historical Society of Wisconsin; 871--
University of Michigan (5 repositories);
821--Minnesota Historical Society; 632--
Detroit Public Library (2 repositories);
362--University of Missouri; 227--
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Archives of American Art (Detroit
reports only); 219--American Jewish
Archives; 209--University of Chicago;
189--Iowa State Department of History
and Archives; 167--Missouri Historical
Society. The other 192 repositories
reported a total of 2, 748 collections.

Although much remains to be done, the
Midwest appears to be doing better than
most other regions. The 7,561 collec-
tions reported by repositories in the
eight Midwestern states comprise twenty-
six percent of the 29,356 collections
reported to NUCMC by all institutions
during 1959-71. If 1,400 repositories
in the United States had manuscripts in
1959 (as someone estimated at that time)
then over four hundred repositories
outside the Midwest have not yet sub-
mitted any reports to NUCMC.

The big questions now are (1) why
haven't more collections been reported,
and (2) what can we do to make sure that
the unreported collections are described
in NUCMC as soon as possible? Staff
shortages must be a major factor. We
can hope, at least, that the proposed
National Historic Records Commission
will be able to provide some assistance.
The bill submitted to the Senate last
March states that the commission would
authorize grants-in-aid to both private
and public institutions for projects to
preserve documentary resources provided
that the projects are in accordance
with statewide documentary preservation
plans approved by the commission. The
bi1l also states that preservation in-
cludes arrangement and description.

If the commission becomes a reality, it
seems to me that high priority should be
given to projects designed to facili-
tate reports to NUCMC. But first we
should have more information about why
repositories have failed to report
collections.

The questionnaire included with this
newsletter is an attempt to obtain such
information. If I receive enough re-
plies, I will comment on them at the
session on finding aids at the MAC
meeting in March. Feel free to supple-
ment the questionnaire with a Tetter or
to substitute a letter for the question-
naire if you feel that the specific
questions do not enable you to express
your opinions adequately. But I would
greatly appreciate as many responses as
possible. QUESTIONNAIRE ON P. 27

NEWS NOTES

NATIONAL UNION CATALOG OF MANUSCRIPT
COLLECTIONS

The 1971 National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections (Index 1970-71)
was published in April 1973. The volume
for 1972 (Index 1970-72) is now in press
and should appear in the spring of 1974.
It describes and indexes 1,900 collec-
tions in 744 pages.

NEW ADDRESS FOR ACT NEWSLETTER. In pre-
vious issues we have recommended that
our readers subscribe to the ACT News-
letter, a publication dealing with con-
troversial, timely, and innovative ideas
within the profession. Recently we
received word of a new address for the
Newsletter:
ilip Mooney, Editor

The Balch Institute

1627 Fidelity Building

123 South Broad Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19109

LATE ACCESSION NOTE. In the wake of the
recent Ali-Frazier fight, we have been
informed that the Chicago Historical
Society has acquired a cancelled check
in the amount of one million dollars
payable to Gene Tunney for his winning
share of the proceeds of the second
Dempsey-Tunney fight in Chicago on
September 22, 1927.

QUOTE FOR ARCHIVISTS TO PONDER. "Men of
Titerary tastes are always apt to over-
look the working classes, and to confine
the records they make of their times, in
a great degree, to the habits and for-
tunes of their associates, or to those
of people of superior rank to themselves,
of whose sayings and doings their vanity,
as well as their curiosity, leads them
most carefully to inform themselves. The
dumb masses have often been so lost in

this shadow of egotisms, that, in later

days, it has been impossible to discern
the very real influence their character
has had on the fortune and fate of
nations." Frederick Law Olmsted A
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States in
the Years 1853-54, New York and London

(1904 Edition) page 240 Volume I.
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