


NEWS NOTES

FIRE CLAIMS RECORDS OF 20 MILLION VETS.
St. Louis (UPI) The four day fire at

the U.S. Military Personnel Records Cen-
ter last fall destroyed the files of
nearly twenty million veterans. The
records were among 50 million kept in the
two-square-block building in suburban
Overland. Walter Stender of the National
Archives said that there were no duplis
cates of most of the burned records
"because to microfilm files would cost
$145 million." Basically, the Tost
records include virtually all documents
of Army personnel from 1912-1959 and Air
Force personnel from 1947-1963.

FBI TO OPEN HISTORIC FILES. Washington.
(New York Times News Service) The FBI's
secret Tiles on Alger Hiss and Whittaker
Chambers, 53,000 pages long and holding,
historians hope, some keys to the 25 year
old debate over the innocence or guilt
of Hiss, are about to become public. So
are the secret FBI files on Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg, the American atom spies,
who were executed June 19, 1953. And so,
to some extent, are the files on Ezra
Pound, the legendary and greatly influ-
cncial poet who was accused of treason
but was never brought to trial. The FBI
“tself is preparing to release these doc-
urents, with some deletions designed to
prctect its informants as well as the
privacy of some individuals named in the
paners. The first release is expected to
be the delivery to a Smith College pro-
fessor of the first installment of the
25,000 page Rosenberg file. The FBI is
making the files available pursuant to an
order issued last July by the then attor-
ney general, Elliot Richardson. The or-
der specified that even though the Free-
dom of Information Act exempted some
government-held material from mandatory
public disclosures, historians should
nevertheless have access to the material.

ARCHIVAL MATERIALS RETURNED TO GOVERN-
MENT OF JAPAN. A small collection of
Japanese Government archival manuscripts
in 150 legal size document containers
left the Library on October 18 for re-
turn to Japan under arrangements agreed
upon by the Library of Congress, the
National Archives, the Department of
State, and the Embassy of Japan.

When Japan was occupied by the Allied
Powers in 1945, a large quantity of
printed materials and government docu-
ments were assembled in Tokyo from mil-
itary installations and selected govern-
ment agencies throughout Japan for the
use of the occupation authorities in
governing the nation. Subsequently an
unspecified quantity of these materials
was brought to Washington, and some of
the manuscript documents which came to
the Library were promptly transferred to
the National Archives. (The Library
normally does not acquire archival doc-
uments of foreign governments.)

In 1958 some 7,000 cubic feet of the
documents were returned tc the Govern-
ment of Japan by the National Archives.
Before the return, however, in the sum-
mer of 1957, a hastily organized commit-
tee headed by C. Martin Wilbur of Colum-
bia University, with a modest grant from
the Ford Foundation, was able to micro-
film in 163 reels a small part of the
documents under the supervision of Chi-
toshi Yanaga of Yale University, a mem-
ber of the committee. These reels are
indexed in the Checklist of Microfilm
Reproductions of Selected Archives of
the Japanese Army, Mavy, and Other Gov-
ernment Agencies, 1868-1945, compiled by
John Young, a member of the committee,
and published by Georgetown University
Press in 1959.

The archival documents just returned
are those which have turned up since
1958 mixed in with the unprocessed ar-
rearages of the Japanese Section in the
Orientalia Division. They were kept un-
til the completion of microfilming, in-
asmuch as some of them, notably the doc-
uments of the thought control police,
were similar to those microfiimed in
1957,




U.S. PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURES AVAILABLE
ON PHOTOSTAT SHEET. The Library of
Congress Photoduplication Service, with
the cooperation of the Manuscript Divi-
sion, has just assembled and produced a
new photostatic copy of all U.S. Presi-
dential signatures. The 17 - by 23-inch
positive photostat, titled at the top,
contains each of the Presidential signa-
tures outlined in a rectangular box for
purpose¢ of emphasis. The sheet, suit-
anie for framing, consists of three col-
umns of 13 boxes - two boxes being left
vacant for future holders of the office.
President Grover Cleveland's signature
appears twice because of his non-consec-
utive terms, and thus there are 37 rather
than 36 signatures.

This photostat is a major improvement
over the earlier two photostats bearing
the Presidential signatures that have
been offered by the Photoduplication Ser-
vice for many years. Copies of the new
item are available in person at the Li-
brary's Information Counter in the west
lobby, Main Building, for $2 each, or by
mail for $3.50 a copy from the Library of
Congress, Photoduplication Service, De-
partment C-212, Washington, D.C. 20540.
Mail orders are sent in heavy mailing
cubes to prevent any damage to the docu-
rent  Checks for mail orders should be
made payable to "Chief, Photoduplication
Service"

GENFALOGICAL INSTITUTE. The National
Archives and Records Service (NARS) is
once again offering the National Insti-
tute on Genealogical Research. The
Institute's Winter Session is set for
Jan. 14 - Feb. 1 and a Summer Session is
scheduled for July 8 - 26th. Tuition for
the Institute is $250 and must be sent in
60 days prior to the opening day of the
session. For further information write:
Central Reference Division (NNC) National
Archives (GSA), Washington, D.C. 20408

or telephone (202) 963-6413.

THE 1900 CENSUS HAS BEEN RELEASED FOR
RESEARCH USE. Restrictions on use
include (1) an interview concerning the
nature and purpose of the research and
(2) the census materials may be used
only in the National Archives Building.
For further details write: Central
Reference Branch, National Archives,
lashington, D.C. 20408.

THE NEW ARCHIVIST IS COMING TO MAC-LAND!
David Horn, editor of the New Archivist
and currently University Archivist at
Montana State University has accepted
Dave Olson's old job as archivist at
Depauw University. Dave, if you will
recall from our last newsletter, is the
new State Archivist of Michigan. David
Horn and the New Archivist will set up
shop in Greencastle, Indiana on March 1.
Welcome to MAC, David!

JOB OPENING IN BIG SKY COUNTRY. Dave
Horn's old job at Montana State Univer-
sity in Bozeman is up for grabs. The
job is that of University Archivist. It
entails two-thirds time administering
the records of the University and one-
third time serving as a reference 1ib-
rarian. A records survey has been com-
pleted, retention schedules hqve.been
made, and records management 1s 1in-
creasingly important part of the job.
Both archival training and an M.L.S. are
required for the job. MSU has 9,000
students and is located in Bozeman, Mon-
tana, a community located 25 miles from
the headwaters of the Missouri and 90
miles from the entrance to Yellowstone
Park. For further information write:
Ms. Alice McClain, Director of Libraries,
Montana State University, Bozeman 59715.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN
AWARDS FELLOWSHIP. The SHSW has awarded
the Alice E. Smith Fellowship for 1973-
74 to Ms. Julienne L. Wood, a graduate
student at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison who is writing her dissertation
on Norwegian settlements in western Wis-
consin. The Alice E. Smith Fellowship,
which carries an outright grant of $600,
is awarded annually to a woman doing
research in American History, with pref-
erence given to applicants who are doing
graduate research in the history of Wis-
consin or the Middle West. Deadline for
applications is July 15 of each year.
Letters of application, describing in
some detail the current research of the
applicant should be addressed to: Direct-
or of Research, State Historical Society
of Wisconsin, 816 State St., Madison,
Wisconsin 53706




SAA TREASURER BECOMES PRESIDENT. Howard
Applegate, Treasurer of the Society of
American Archivists, was recently elect-
ed President of the Balch Iastitute in
Philadelphia. The Institute is concern-
ed with immigration, ethnic,racial, and
minority group history in North America
and it plans to assemble the nation's
most comprehensive collection of books,
manuscripts, and printed materials re-
lating to all nationality groups who
came to North America. The Institute
will shortly begin construction of a
four-story museum and 1ibrary near Inde-
pendence Hall which will hold 400,000
volumes, 20 million manuscripts, and
20,000 microfilm reels.

NEW ADDRESS FOR CHICAGO NARS. Bruce
Harding, NARS Regional Director, has
announced that the Chicago Federal Re-
cords Center has a new address, effective
in late January: Chicago Archives and
Records Center, 7358 South Pulaski Road,
Chicago, I11inois 60652, phone (312)
353-8541.

AASLH SERVES ARCHIVISTS-WANTS MEMBERS.
The American Association for State and
Local History provides a number of pub-
lications which are useful for archiv-
ists. News from almost 5,000 local
historical societies in the U.S. and
Canada is included in the AASLH's monthly
magazine History News. In addition
AASLH pubTishes technical leaflets and
bulletins and has several books under-
way that will be of interest to archiv-
ists including The Collection, Care, and
Use of Historical Photographs; Manual on
the Collection and Management of Manu-
scripts by Libraries, Archives, and His-
torical Organizations; A Guide to Gath-

P

ering and Writing Local History; and
Tcentennial U.S.A. : Pathways to Cele-

Bration. ATl of these publications are
free with membership in the AASLH.
Write Ms. Donna McDonald, Director of
Administrative Services, AASLH, 1315
Eighth Avenue South, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37203 for additional information on
membership and publications.

S
ARCHIVISTS TOUR LATIN AMERICA. The
Society of American Archivists Committee
on International Archival Affairs is
sponsoring a study tour of various ar-
chival institutions in Latin America.
The tour, set for August 4-24, will in-
clude stops in Chile, Peru, Argentina,
Brazil, and Venequela. The cost is:
$1,095. For further information write:
Frank B. Evans, National Archives Build-
ing, Room 5E, Washington, D.C. 20408.

ALA ARCHIVES MOVE. The Archives of the
American Library Association will be
moved from Chicago, where the ALA is
headquartered, to Urbana, under an agree-
ment with the University of I1linois at
Urbana-Champaign. Financial assistance
from Beta Phi Mu, professional society

in librarianship, made the transfer pos-
sible. Moving the archives from a ware-
house to an archival repository resulted
from an increased scholariy attention to
the history of librarianship and interest
in the 1976 ALA centennial. Under a
three year deposit agreement, the Univer-
sity Archives will provide archival ser-
vices for ALA. The project's aims are to
box and describe archival materials
transferred from ALA headquarters and
those received directly from officers and
members of divisions, committees, round-
tables, and other units of the ALA. The
project will prepare a descriptive guide
to the ALA archives and a guide to origi-
nal sources relating to the history of
librarianship in other repositories.

MEYER H. FISHBEIN, director of the
Records Appraisal Division of the Naticn-
al Archives, is organizing a seminar on
the implications for archivists of auto-
mated data processing. The seminar witl
deal mainly with machine-readable ar-
chives, with added references to auto-
mated finding aids. It will take place
at the National Archives, and it is ten-
tatively scheduled to last for a few
days in April 1974. Participants will
pay their own expenses. Anyone interes-
ted in the seminar should telephone Mr.
Fishbein at (202) 962-6956.
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JOINT AHA-OAH-SAA COMMITTEE ISSUES
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

At a meeting in Washington, D.C. on
15 September 1973, the Joint AHA-OAH-SAA
Committee on Historians and Archives
approved the following statement of its
objectives. The statement will also
appear in the newsletters of the two
historical organizations.

"Recognizing that the health of
historical scholarship in this country
depends to a very considerable extent on
mutual confidence and goodwill between
historians and archivists and a close and
cordial working relationship between
these two disciplines, there has recently
been established by the American Histori-
cal Association, the Organization of
American Historians, and the Society of
American Archivists a Joint Committee on
Historians and Archives. This committee
is exploring all aspects of problems and
policies that affect both historians and
archivists as they relate to the custody
and research use of manuscripts and
archives collections.

The committee has as one of its ob-
jectives the elimination of sources of
friction and misunderstanding between
these two professions in order to facili-
tate the close working relationship that
is vital to sound and effective histori-
cal scholarship. The committee is espe-
cially concerned with working out means
whereby historians will be better able to
appreciate the methods, techniques and
policies used in administering archives
and manuscript repositories and thus gain
a better understanding of their needs.
Archivists, on the other hand, must
become thoroughly familiar with the needs
and viewpoints of scholars who are depen-
dent on access to manuscripts and
archives collections in order to conduct
their research. Mutual understanding and
mutual support by each group for the
other will strengthen both in the attain-
ment of their professional goals.

Among the matters to which the joint
committee is giving its attention are:
1. The more speedy declassification of
security classified governmental records.
2. Stimulating businessmen and congress-
man to interest themselves in the proper
preservation in libraries and archives of
those portions of their records and pape
papers which are worthy of permanent

preservation for research purposes.

3. Encouraging removal of unreasonable
restrictions by donors on manuscripts and
archives and removal of unnecessary re-
strictions (including fees) imposed by
archival and manuscript repositories.

4. Encouragement of governmental agen-
cies and other institutions, through con-
tinuing liaison and advice, to maintain
historical programs as well as archival
programs at adequate scholarly levels.

5. Encouragement of able young scholars
and students of history to consider the
fields of archival administration and
government historical programs as ca-
reers."

Each organization sends three repre-
sentatives to the joint committee. SAA
delegates this year are Herman Kahn
(Yale University Library); Philip P.
Mason (Archives of Labor Hist., Wayne
State University); and Robert M. Warner
(Mich. Hist. Collections, University of
Michigan). Professor Norman Graebner of
the History Dept. at the University of
Virginia is the current chairman. The
SAA will host the next meeting of the
%oint committee in Ann Arbor in March

974.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES CONFERENCE ON THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION. Over 180 scholars,
archivists, librarians, and graduate
students attended a two-day National
Archives conference entitled "The Ameri-
can Revolution: Frames of Reference,"
held in the theatre of the National
Archives Building on November 15-16.
The full schedule included two morning
and two afternoon sessions each day.
After addresses of welcome by James B.
Rhoads, Archivist of the United States,
and Dwight A. Ink, Deputy Administrator,
GSA, the keynote address was delivered
by Peter Gay, Yale University. Entitled
"A Few Choice Epitaphs," Professor Gay
delivered a witty lecture on the persis-
tence of the 18th-century Enlightenment
in present-day America, and designated
Sigmund Freud as the greatest and most
misunderstood Enlightenment figure of
the 20th Century.

The various papers delivered at the con-
ference were taped and will be transcrib-
ed and published by the National Archives
at a later date.




NEWS NOTES - PUBLICATIONS

FORMS MANUAL. The SAA's Committee on
College and University Archives has pub-
lished Forms Manual. Members of the
committee solicited forms from 531 insti-
tutions of higher education in the United
States and Canada which maintain ar-
chives. Of the 1,000 forms returned,
305 of the most representative were se-
lected for publication in the manual and
were arranged according to the functions
of the archival process. Contributing
and institutional members of the Society
will receive a copy of the manual as
part of the terms of their membership.
Regular members of the SAA may purchase
the manual for $5.00 and non-members and
subscribers for $8.00. Purchase from:
Publications Officer - SAA, c/c The
Balch Institute, 1627 Fidelity Bldg.,
123 So. Rroad St., Philadelphia, Pa.
19109.

ARCHIVES PROCEDURAL MANUAL. For the in-
formation of archivists in general and
custodians of scientific records in par-
ticular, the Library of the School of
Medicine at Washington University has
compiled an Archives Procedural Manual.
It describes the procedures followed by
the library in acquiring donations,
establishing control, processing, arrang-
ing, composing finding aids, indexing
pictures, using the collections, answer-
ing reference questions, planning an
oral history program, and establishing
microfilm guidelines. The manual is to
be published early in 1974 at an esti-
mated price of $5.00. Order from:
School of Medicine Library, Washington
Univ., St. Louis, Mo. 63110.

NEW PROCESSING MANUAL PUBLISHED. Cornell
University has recently published a
Cornell University Libraries Manual of
Manuscript Processing Procedures compiled
by Richard Strassberg. The manual is in
an 81/2x11 inch format and contains 95
pages. Pages 1-46 consist of a detailed
guide for processors working under super-
vision; pages 47-84 contain a glossary

of terms, with notes on how to process
such items as minutes, exhibits, and
drawings; pages 85-95 include an index
which contains the terms already listed
alphabetically in the glossary. The man-
ual also contains three appendices:
abbreviations, a newspaper indices for
Cornell, and a select bibliography on
American history and the management of
archives. A small quantity of these
manuals are available from: Ms. Elizabeth
M. Murphy, Cornell University Libraries,
234 01in Library, Ithica, New York 14850
at a cost of $4.00 each. This manual
will be reviewed in the next issue of the
MAC Newsletter.

NEW GUIDE TO SOUTH CAROLINA COLONIAL AND
STATE ARCHIVES. This guide, subtitled
"A Temporary Summary Guide" was compiled
by Marion C. Chandler, It comes in a
6x9 inch format and includes 52 pages
1isting record series made or maintained
by departments of the state and provin-
cial government since 1671. It is ar-
ranged by department with an index.
Write: South Carolina Archives Depart-
ment, 1430 Senate Street, Columbia, South
Carolina, P.0. Box 11,699, Capitol Sta-
tion 29211. The cost is $1.00.

ARLINE CUSTER, Head of the Manuscripts
Section, Descriptive Cataloging Division,
and Editor of the National Union Catalog'
of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC), spoke
to the 12th Archivists' and Historians'
Workshop-Conference of the Lutheran
Church (Missouri Synod) on November 1 in
St. Louis about the NUCMC program. Ms.
Custer described the published volumes,
the details of reporting collections,

and the advantages to both the archival
repository and to scholars to publicize
holdings by having descriptions of col-
lections included in this national union
catalog.

PRESIDENTIAL PAPERS PROGRAM

The microfilm of the Woodrow Wilson
Papers (540 reels) and an accompanying
three-volume Index to the Woodrow Wilson
Papers have been issued. The James A.
Garfield Papers film (177 reels) and a
one-volume Index are to be available in
January 1974, with the film and Index
for'Thomas Jefferson to follow in the
spring.




INSTITUTIONAL SPOTLIGHT CONT.

the Chicago Commons settlement house.
Riwong men of importance to the develop-
ment of music in Chicago, Theodore
Thomas, founder of the Chicago Symphany
Crchestra, ranks high. His papers are
supplemented by those of his successor,
Frederick Stock. Recently acquired are
the music library and papers of Rudolph
Ganz, distinguished concert pianist,
composer, and music educator.

The modern manuscript collections are
open free to qualified researchers. The
library maintains a dictionary card cata-
Tog of manuscript holdings. Emphasis in
the past has been on cataloging individ-
ual items whenever possible, especially
for the more significant collections.
However, for the recently acquired ar-
chives of The Arts Club an inventory is
being prepared - a totally new concept
in finding aids for this library.

NEWS NOTES

CAR POOLS. With the current "energy
crisis" raging, MAC members are urged to
Took through their membership director-
ies for members in their area with the
idea of forming car pools for transpor-
tzticn to the MAC Spring Meeting in
Chicago.

EUS TO TORONTO? Holding the SAA conven-
tion in St. Louis this past year made it
pessible for many MAC members to attend.
Attending the 1974 convention, however,
will be more difficult due to the dis-
tance to Toronto and the current gas
shortages. Perhaps MAC should consider
chartering a bus or some other means of
public transportation to make it possible
for more of its members to attend the
convention. A preliminary check with
Greyhound showed that the cost of a 5
full day round trip from Chicago for a
38 passenger bus would be about $28 per
person (assuming a full bus). This
seems quite economical, and if enough
members are interested the idea could be
discussed at the March meeting.

Harry Miller - State
Historical Society of
Wisconsin

MAC SPRING MEETING CONT. ke

and University Archives; Bill Keller,
administrative assistant at the I1linois
State Historical Society, will assist
those interested in museums and histori-
cal societies; and the Rev. M. J. Madaj,
archivist of the Archdiocese of Chicago,
will respond to questions raised by those
interested in church archives.
Concurrent to the session on parapro-
fessionals and shop talks will be a meet-
ing from 1:30 to 5:00 PM on "Controls
and Retrieval: Helping the Researcher."
A panel of experts consisting of Robert
Brubaker, librarian of the Chicago His-
torical Society, J. Joe Bauxar, archivist
of Northern I11inois University, Lydia
Lucas, assistant curator of manuscripts
at the Minnesota Historical Society, and
David Olson, State Archivist of the Mich-
igan Historical Commission, will provide
MAC members with the opportunity of ex-
ploring problems in depth. This "exper-
iment" may be the portent of things to
come in future MAC meetings if it proves
successful and worthwhile.
Come Saturday morning ... March 23,
MACers will move by bus at 8:45 to the
Newberry Library. Beginning at 9:30 AM
there will be a general introduction to
the Newberry Library, followed by a ses-
sion from 10:00 to 11:30 AM on "The
Archivist and Ethics" featuring: Janice
0'Connell, Field Service Representative
at the State Historical Society of Wis-
consin; Daniel Porter, director of the
Ohio Historical Society: and Nancy Prewit;
West. Hist. Manu. Colléctions, Univ. of
Missouri. Concurrently with the session,
there will be a tour of the Newberry Li-
brary including the Conservation Labora-
tory. Persons attending the ethics ses-
sion will have an opportunity to visit
the Conservation Laboratory between 11:30
and Noon. Buses will transport the par-
ticipants back to the Bismarck Hotel by
1:00 PM for check out.
| Lest you think that all is business
ith MAC this Spring, please bear in mind
hat there will be a hospitality hour

khursday night and a cash bar following
he sessions on Friday afternoon.

The officers, council members, and
other MAC members are looking forward to
seeing you in the Windy City, March 21-
23, 1974
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principle with the project, but asked

why the Conference could not do this at
the general meetings. Hinding replied
that there are a number of archivists
who cannot come to a meeting, but could
participate in a seminar located in their
city or state. The innovative and
interesting ideas presented by Hinding
and Jallings received the support of
Council and the motion creating a new
Special Interest Seminar Committee,
passed 8-0. President Motley then
appointed Hinding and Jallings as co-
chairpersons of this committee, responsi-
ble for selecting committee members and
for exploring the possibilities of
setting up a seminar. Jack Jallings
stated that he would write an article for
the January issue of the newsletter to
stimulate interest in this new endeavor.
Frank Cook suggested that they contact
Maynard Brichford, University of I1linois

at Urbana. Jackie Haring moved that
Council adopt the report of the New Pro-

jects Committee. The report was
adopted (8-0).

After completing its business,
except for the program of the next
meeting, Council was joined by the
members of the Program Committee. A
copy of the report submitted by this
committee is on file with the Secretary-
Treasurer. Interested persons may obtain
a copy of this report upon request.

NEWS AND PUBLICATION NOTES

MEMBERSHIP CARDS FOR MAC MEMBERS?

As MAC matures a number of members
have suggested the possibility of MAC
issuing membership cards. It has been
stressed that this is not an attempt to
bureaucratize MAC or encourage a Gestapo
mentality among the ranks, but rather to
provide a tangible link with the organi-
zation, to help facilitate dues renewals
(by having an expriation date on the
card), and to assist in voting proce-
dures at the business meetings. Again
we would like to know how the ranks feel
about this question. Please send your
comments to the Editor. If there is
sufficient sentiment for the adoption of
cards the issue could be placed on our
Spring meeting agenda.

AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM

Two publications issued from the
American Revolution Bicentennial Program
in December: The Fundamental Testaments
of the American Revolution ($3.50), a
volume containing the papers delivered
at the Library's second symposium on the
American Revolution, May 10-11, 1973;
and Two Rebuses from the American Revo-
lution ($2.50), a facsimile of Matthew
Darly's 1778 caricature, representing
Great Britain and America as a mother and
child disputing. Both may be ordered
prepaid from the Library's Information
Office.

Beginning in March 1974 copy for the
first volume of the Letters of the Dele-
gates to Congress, 1774-1789, will be
submitted to the Library's Publications
Office. This volume will be the first
fruit of the American Revolution Bicen-
tennial Office's ambitious project to
locate and edit all of the letters and
other documents relating to the Contin-
ental Congress and the Congress of the
Confederation that their members pro-
duced. It is anticipated that 18,000
documents will be published in 25
volumes.

The manuscript of Revolutionary
America, 1763-1789, a Bibliography is
near completion. This comprehensive
listing of published primary and secon-
dary sources, covering periodical
articles and a selection of contemporary
pamphlets as well as books issued
through 1972, will contain about 12,000
entries, 3,000 of them annotated.

A guide to the Library's drawings
and prints from the period of the Ameri-
Can pevolution, as well as a guide to the
Library's manuscripts from the same
period, are in press. MWork is progres-
sing rapidly on a checklist to the
Library's maps of the Revolutionary
period.

GOT ANY MUD ARCHIVES? No, not muddy
paper - mud archives. A group of scien-
tists are removing 100 foot cores of

sediment from the ocean floor. "The mud

men extruded the mud into 5-foot trays
and carried them into the mud lab, where
the mud was split lengthwise, half to be
stored for archives." (Wisconsin State
Journal, January 25, 1974, p. 2, sec. 3)

And all this time we thought dirty
archives were pornographic.
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Archives of American Art (Detroit
reports only); 219--American Jewish
Archives; 209--University of Chicago;
189--Iowa State Department of History
and Archives; 167--Missouri Historical
Society. The other 192 repositories
reported a total of 2, 748 collections.

Although much remains to be done, the
Midwest appears to be doing better than
most other regions. The 7,561 collec-
tions reported by repositories in the
eight Midwestern states comprise twenty-
six percent of the 29,356 collections
reported to NUCMC by all institutions
during 1959-71. If 1,400 repositories
in the United States had manuscripts in
1959 (as someone estimated at that time)
then over four hundred repositories
outside the Midwest have not yet sub-
mitted any reports to NUCMC.

The big questions now are (1) why
haven't more collections been reported,
and (2) what can we do to make sure that
the unreported collections are described
in NUCMC as soon as possible? Staff
shortages must be a major factor. We
can hope, at least, that the proposed
National Historic Records Commission
will be able to provide some assistance.
The bill submitted to the Senate last
March states that the commission would
authorize grants-in-aid to both private
and public institutions for projects to
preserve documentary resources provided
that the projects are in accordance
with statewide documentary preservation
plans approved by the commission. The
bi1l also states that preservation in-
cludes arrangement and description.

If the commission becomes a reality, it
seems to me that high priority should be
given to projects designed to facili-
tate reports to NUCMC. But first we
should have more information about why
repositories have failed to report
collections.

The questionnaire included with this
newsletter is an attempt to obtain such
information. If I receive enough re-
plies, I will comment on them at the
session on finding aids at the MAC
meeting in March. Feel free to supple-
ment the questionnaire with a Tetter or
to substitute a letter for the question-
naire if you feel that the specific
questions do not enable you to express
your opinions adequately. But I would
greatly appreciate as many responses as
possible. QUESTIONNAIRE ON P. 27

NEWS NOTES

NATIONAL UNION CATALOG OF MANUSCRIPT
COLLECTIONS

The 1971 National Union Catalog of
Manuscript Collections (Index 1970-71)
was published in April 1973. The volume
for 1972 (Index 1970-72) is now in press
and should appear in the spring of 1974.
It describes and indexes 1,900 collec-
tions in 744 pages.

NEW ADDRESS FOR ACT NEWSLETTER. In pre-
vious issues we have recommended that
our readers subscribe to the ACT News-
letter, a publication dealing with con-
troversial, timely, and innovative ideas
within the profession. Recently we
received word of a new address for the
Newsletter:
ilip Mooney, Editor

The Balch Institute

1627 Fidelity Building

123 South Broad Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19109

LATE ACCESSION NOTE. In the wake of the
recent Ali-Frazier fight, we have been
informed that the Chicago Historical
Society has acquired a cancelled check
in the amount of one million dollars
payable to Gene Tunney for his winning
share of the proceeds of the second
Dempsey-Tunney fight in Chicago on
September 22, 1927.

QUOTE FOR ARCHIVISTS TO PONDER. "Men of
Titerary tastes are always apt to over-
look the working classes, and to confine
the records they make of their times, in
a great degree, to the habits and for-
tunes of their associates, or to those
of people of superior rank to themselves,
of whose sayings and doings their vanity,
as well as their curiosity, leads them
most carefully to inform themselves. The
dumb masses have often been so lost in

this shadow of egotisms, that, in later

days, it has been impossible to discern
the very real influence their character
has had on the fortune and fate of
nations." Frederick Law Olmsted A
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States in
the Years 1853-54, New York and London

(1904 Edition) page 240 Volume I.
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