THE “AURAL-GRAPHIC ARCHIVES: SELECTED PROBLEMS:

PHOTOGRAPHS, SOUND RECORDINGS, FILM WORKSHOP

Reported by Margery S. Long
(Wayne State University)

George Talbot opened the workshop session in
the Iconographic Section of the Wisconsin
State Historical Society with a slide present-
ation of a representative group from the
Society's collection of 500,000 photographs.
These illustrated the social history emphasis
he is developing, especially from the work
of amateur photographers who capture the Tife
styles of ordinary people. He raised the
point that the interpretation Michael Lesy
made in Wisconsin Death Trip of the Van
Schaick photographs from the Society's col-
lection was open to serious question.

The classification system of the Wisconsin
photographs was initiated by Paul Vanderbilt
and follows the Library of Congress subject
Headings. Talbot emphasized that the unique
nature of each collection of photographs
determines its classification system.

A tour was conducted through the storage
area, the negative room which is kept at
50°F, and 50 per cent H., and explanations
given of the storage methods and containers
used dictated by the physical properties

and the size of objects and the space avail-
able.

Forty minutes was an unrealistic time allot-
ment for this workshop. The still picture
collection could hardly be presented in so
short a time, much less have Lance Neckar
demonstrate techniques of copying photo-
graphs, Steve Ma ar explain the Recorded
Sound archives, and Susan Dalton the film
archives. Questions from participants indi-
cated they were interested in learning how
things are done in an organization as large
and well established as Wisconsin State
Historical Society and in learning how-to
methods from qualified professionals.
Perhaps workshops in the future can be pre-
sented in two parts... an introductory ses-
sion for those interested in a superficial
view of a subject and an advanced in-depth
session to fill out the day for those desir-
ing more coverage.
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Those present discussed the possibil-
ity of creating a MAC aural-graphic pur-
chasing cooperative to gain the volume
needed to persuade manufacturing con-
cerns to make containers in the unusual
sizes and particular stock requirements
needed specifically for photographs,
negatives, film and tape. If you would
be interested in participating in such
a cooperative venture, please let us
know.

MICROFILM EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES

Reported by Tom Wilsted
(I11inois State Historical Library)

The afternoon session of the Midwest
Archives Conference on Microfilm Equip-
ment and Techniques began with a discus-
sion of the problems of deciding upon
a common standard of magnification.
Robert Swift, Zone Sales Manager of the
Bell and Howell Company talked about
this from the point of view of a large
corporation trying to serve both private
industry as well as the archival profes-
sion. He also showed some of the micro-
film readers to the audience and talked
about their capabilities. There was also
a discussion of retrieval systems as
well as making printouts from various
machines.

The second participant was Anthony
Schuller of the M & S Microfilm Service
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He reiterated
the points made by Mr. Swift about Stan-
dardizing magnification. He also discussed
the various types of cameras which could
be used for microfilming manuscripts
and documents. The audience raised the
question about the permanent qualities
of microfilm as well as the proper stor-
age techniques for this method of document
preservation. Mr. Schuller stated that
if microfilm is stored in optimum con-
ditions similar to that of archives and
manuscripts (i.e. temperature and humidity
control) that microfilm would have a
life span equal or greater than paper
documents. The session concluded with
questions and discussion from the aud-
ience.




