EDITOR'S NOTE 3

At the S.A.A. meeting several of the editors of regional newsletters met to discuss
common problems. The two questions which received the most discussion were: "How do
we stimulate involvement and response among our readers?" and "How much Ad Hoc authority
should a newsletter editor assume?" A1l of us complained that (1) we had far too little
reader involvement and (2) as a result, the editor is forced to assume too much author-
ity. No really satisfactory solution was found. On¢editor suggested that we should
write outrageous, extreme articles so that the readers would have to start contributing
material to balance their nutty editor's ideas. Surely there is a better solution.

What do you think?

Gradually we are involving more and more MAC members in the production of the news-
letter. As you can see from the by-Tines we have recruited new reporters on the program
sessions. The January issue will reflect the initial appearance of a series of new
departments edited by recent additions to the staff. Juanita Ziegler Oas of the Sturgis
(Michigan) Public Library is our new accessions editor. We feel that this especially
welcome development will greatly facilitate an exchange of information on our respective
collecting programs and holdings. We strongly urge that all members send information on
their recent accessions to Juanita. She will edit them for publication in the newsletter.
Philip Shutt, Historiographer-Archivist at the Episcopal Diocese of Springfie1q,has
signed aboard as our "bargain corner" editor. Any news of free or inexpensive “items of
value to archivists should be sent directly to him. Jackie Haring will continue her
invaluable "Dear Archivist, I need help" column. Questions relating to technical matters,
nuts and bolts inquiries, etc. should be sent to her. Nick Burckel is our book review
editor. We are in need of reviews and encourage members to get in touch with Nick. Even
short reviews of long established classics of our profession would be appreciated by
our newer members. Thanks to Chuck Elston and Maynard Brichford for this issue's Insti-
tutional Spotlight Column and to Associate Editor Patrick Quinn, Editorial Assistant
Stacey Nepiarsky and Artist Paul Hess for their invaluable assistance in putting out
this issue. The January issue will feature the Newberry Library by Diana Haskell and
April will find Lydia Lucas and the Minnesota Historical Society in the spotlight. We
still need many more contributors. Please write if you can help out. Addresses for the
various departments follow:

Accessions: Juanita Ziegler Oas, Sturgis Public Library, North Nottawa at West Street,
Street, Sturgis, Michigan. 49091

Bargain Corner/Freebies and Cheapies: Philip Schutt, Room 1811 Lawson YMCA, 30 W. Chicago

Avenue, Chicago, I11inois 60610

Book Reviews: Nicholas C. Burckel, University Archivist, University of Wisconsin-

Parkside, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Dear Archivist I Need Help/Technical Info. etc: Jackie Haring, Curator Special Collections,

Knox College, Galesburg, IT1inois 61401

News notes, letters to the editor, feature articles, and just about everything else:

J. Frank Cook, University Archives, Room 443F Memorial Library, University of Wisconsin.

Madison, Wisconsin 53706
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