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Clement M. Silvestro, Director

Dear Colleagues,

I would 1ike to take this opportunity to go on record as stating that as far as our
program presentations are concerned, MAC's future is indeed bright. There is no good
reason why we can't be "all things to all people", through offering sessions which will
appeal to those at all levels of professional expertise within the conference. Some of
our members contend that MAC will have difficulty maintaining quality program sessions
at two meetings a year over the years. To them, I suggest that in time it will be more
difficult for us to select from among the fine program participants and fare available
to us than for MAC to come up with suitable speakers on pertinent topics. Above all
else, we should be imaginative and daring in our program planning. Our worst enemies
in this regard are being too conservative as individuals and overly-cautious as an
organization.

I would also like to declare that the time is at hand for MAC to embark on publi-
cation and other projects which will aid the archival profession and those people who use
the materials we preserve. We should begin at once to prepare sorely-needed guides to
repository holdings within the geographic area of the conference and to specific kinds
of materials or leaflets and archival forms, as well as to conduct surveys and publish
worthy papers from our meetings. MAC should investigate the possibilities inherent in
special symposia or sessions either within or apart from our general meetings, and
should also serve as a clearing house for information on a variety of matters.

Council member Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler has agreed to coordinate publication sug-
gestions, and council members Jack Jallings and Andrea Hinding will do Tikewise for
special projects within MAC. We are most anxious to hear from our members in this
regard and will do all we can to get projects going and completed within reasonable
periods of time. This should be readily accomplished in 1ight of the geographical
proximity of our membership and the red-tape-free structure of the conference. Most
significantly, MAC will be glad to use the moneys in its treasury for worthwhile publi-
cation efforts so that they may be completed with a minimum of complication.

X/
Archie Motley, President, MAC
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