DEAR ARCHIVIST: I NEED HELP.
A Question and Answer Column on Problems Faced by Archivists.

Each issue will have a member of MAC respond to questions raised by readers. If this
column is to be useful we must have volunteers to answer questions as well as ask them.

We are indebted again to Jacqueline Haring of Knox College for preparing this series of
questions and answers. Others of you could also share your knowledge with us. Have you
solved a problem that has bothered other people? Do you have a problem that nobody has
solved yet? Please send your questions, answers, or comments to Frank Cook, 443F Memorial
Library, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 53706. A committment to serve as
an "expert" would be especially welcome. The column is open to any sort of problem that
would be of interest to our readers. We need to know how to make this column be of use to
our readers. Please write, expecially if you have material for a future column.

1) Q I've just received a box of papers and diaries which have a great deal of gray, dusty
mold on them. How should I eliminate this, for I understand that the spores travel
through the air?

A Run, don't walk, to the nearest exit with material, covered as well as possible. 1In
all seriousness, get the material out of your storage area as quickly as possible,
preferably out of doors. Brush off the spores with a cloth you can destroy or a
badger brush which you should wash before bringing it back into your archives. Destroy
or discard any of the cartons (but don't use a waste basket in your area) which con-
tained the material. Some people believe that heating items which are moldy will "dry
them out" and destroy the mold. This is not true; raising the temperature, once mold
has started, will only increase it. If possible, leave the materials out in the open
air for at least an hour before bringing them back into your area--provided the day
is dry and sunny. If the paper where the spores were has become soft and fluffy,
brush it on both sides with acetone; better do this too where the ventilation is good,
for your sake rather than the document's. If you should have reason to fear that mold
may start in your area (relative humidity percent over 70 because of a broken pipe,
flash flood, leaky window, etc.), make small sachets or packets of thymol crystals
(available from any chemical or archival supply house and from many drug stores) and
place them in your storage containers; these will prevent mold.

2) Q I've been told that bread is a good agent for dry-cleaning paper. Is this true?

A 1 once heard a conservator say that she had never known bread to clean a little boy's
dirty face; why should it work on something more perishable? I suggest Absorbine
brand wall paper cleaner, brushing from the center of the document to the edges in
light strokes and kneeding it frequently to keep its clean areas working. Be careful
that crumbs are not left behind, however, for these will harden and stain paper. If
hardened before you notice them, they are water-soluble, but the document probably
can't take water or you wouldn't be using a dry-cleaning method in the first place.

3) Q What is a sizing bath?

A A dip used to restore the finish or body to paper which has been chemically treated and
become slightly fuzzy. It is made by dissolving 1 ounce of pure, unflavored (i.e. Knox
brand) gelatin in 32 ounces of slightly heated water. Strain the solution through a
cheesecloth to get out any lumps of undissolved gelatin, meanwhile keeping it at a
temperature of about 125 degrees. Dip or slide the paper into the solution, not too
fast, not too slowly and clamp it to a Tline to dry.

4) Q My archives recently received a very large collection of items concerning a well-known
author. It contains approximately 800 books and 1500 periodicals or clippings by or
about him plus approximately three dozen letters written by him, copies of his will,
family photographs, and other archival-type material. Some of the books have been
inscribed by the author. The collector feels he has given us a "Collection." Do I,
nevertheless, turn the published materials over the the Library? Do I try to house

" them? What is my first, and possibly last, step?
s




(Dear Archivist: I Need Help. Continued)

5) Q What is the going rate for having pictures reproduced for researchers? Our photocopier
doesn't do a good enough job on photographs so we must take the picture desired to a
local, professional photographer to be photographed. We feel we should charge a fee,
in addition to the photographer's charge, for this service. Is this usual? If so,
how much for an unframed picture? How much for a picture which has to be removed
from its frame for photographing and then reframed for further use as before?

A?

Who has an answer to the last two questions? Jackie has helped us out--now let's help her!

NEWS NOTES

***The SAA will sponsor a luncheon at the annual meeting of the Organization of American
Historians in Chicago this spring. The luncheon will be held at the Palmer House on Fri-
day, 13 April 1973. Thomas D. Clark, Executive Secretary of the OAH and Herman Kahn,
Associate Librarian of Manuscripts and Archives at the Yale University Library, will
discuss the recently-established Joint AHA-OAH-SAA Committee on Historians and Archives.

***The Society of American Archivists in cooperation with De Paul University and the
National Archives and Records Service (NARS) is sponsoring a CONFERENCE ON ETHNIC STUDIES:
SOURCES FOR RESEARCH at De Paul University, 2323 Seminary Avenue, Chicago, I11inois
(Schmitt Academic Center and University Center) on Friday, April 27, 1973 (5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
University Center, 2nd floor) and Saturday, April 28, 1973 (9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Schmitt
Academic Center). There will be an $8.00 registration fee which covers the reception on
Friday and lunch and coffee break on Saturday. For further information write or call Chief,
Archives Branch, Federal Archives & Records Center, 7201 South Leamington Avenue, Chicago,
IT1inois 60638, (tel. 312-353-1123). The full proaram for the conference is as follows:
Sat. AM 9:00-9:30 Coffee and Rolls
9:30-9:45 Welcome
9:45-10:45 Speaker: Joseph B. Howerton, National Archives and Records Service,
Washington, D.C. Topic: "Sources for Ethnic Studies in the National
Archives"
10:45-11:00 Break
11:00-11:30 Speaker: Bruce C. Harding, Federal Archives and Records Center, Chicago,
ITTinois Topic: "Sources for Ethnic Studies in the Region 5 Archives
Branch"
11:30-12:00 Questions and Discussion on above topics.
LUNCH
PM 1:15-3:00 Panel: "Sources for Ethnic Studies" Each member will have 15 minutes:
I. Rev. M.J. Madaj, St. Mary of the Lake Seminary-Polish

2. Robert Shoemaker, North Central College-German

3. Daniel Roth, National Project on Ethnic America-Jewish

4. Ross Harano, Independent researcher-Japanese

5. Kenneth 0. Bjork, St. Olaf College-Scandinavian

6. John Grabowski, Western Reserve Historical Society-Ethnic Archives

7. Rudolph Vecolo, University of Minn.-Center for Immigration Studies
3:00-3:15 Break
3:15-4:30 Questions and Discussion on above panel

***A Library of Congress Symposium on the American Revolution will be held in Washington,
D.C. on May 10th and 11th, 1973. For further information write: American Revolution
Bicentennial Office, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540.

***A National Archives Conference on Federal Records as Sources for Research in Black Studies
will be held in Washington, D.C. on June 4th and 5th, 1973. For further information write:
Robert L. Clarke, Room 11-E, National Archives Building, Washington, D.C. 20408.
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