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All the Presidents' Libraries
By Adam Groves, Illinois Fire Service Institute

Many of us have grappled with providing access to our
archival and manuscript collections on the World Wide
Web. How much detail should I put in the finding aids?
How many of these great documents can I digitize?
Fortunately for many of us, our largest collections rarely

top a couple hundred boxes, but imagine dealing with

tens of thousands of boxes containing records from one

or two terms as leader of the free world.

The National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA) currently operates and maintains 11 presidential
libraries that span the administrations of Herbert Hoover

through Bill Clinton (excluding Richard Nixon's). In

accordance with the Presidential Libraries Act and the
Presidential Records Act, each facility is built with

private funds and donated, along with the president's

personal papers, to the federal government. Records

from the president's administration are then transferred

from NARA to the presidential library, and typically the
president's family, staff, and friends donate materials to

be preserved in the library as well.

The libraries incorporate both archival and museum prin

ciples, because both scholarly researchers and the general

public are encouraged to visit the facility. The libraries
also try to serve on-line visitors by sharing information

targeted at both groups. Each library's Web site attracts

the general public with digitized documents, photographs,

and audiovisual materials, while also appealing to scholars

with on-line finding aid information. These Web sites can

inspire archivists with hints and suggestions for their own

digital outreach efforts.

Finding Aids
In terms of on-line access to finding aids, some libraries

provide extremely detailed finding aids while others share

the most basic information. The Web site for the Ronald

Reagan Presidential Library, http://www.reagan.utexas
.edu/ (despite the Texas URL, the library is in California),
contains the most complete on-line finding aids when

compared to the other presidential libraries, since the

inventories for the archival and manuscript collections,

the photograph collections, and the audiovisual materials

all include considerable detail.

The George Bush Presidential Library and Museum
site, http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/, also contains compre

hensive finding aids, but the sites for the Herbert Hoover
Presidential Library and Museum, http://hoover
.archives.gov/, and the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presiden
tial Library and Museum, http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.
edu/, both incorporate finding aid searching tools, a feature

missing from the Reagan and Bush Web sites. While many
of the available finding aids for the presidential libraries are
searchable in NARA's Archival Research Catalog (ARC),

the Jimmy Carter Library and Museum, http://www

.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/, relies almost exclusively on ARC
for presenting its collection information and makes it far

more apparent to users that ARC even exists. Finally, de
spite the fact that the library has only been open for about a

year, the Web site for the William J. Clinton Presidential
Library and Museum, http://www.clintonlibrary.gov/,
already contains finding aids for the 20 or so collections

that are open for research.

Audiovisual

Many of the Web sites also provide access to photographs
and audiovisual materials, but some libraries have

particularly noteworthy materials on-line. Both the
Roosevelt Library site and the Web site for the Harry S.

Truman Presidential Museum and Library, http://www
.trumanlibrary.org/, include impressive collections of
audiovisual materials, including clips of important speeches
and radio and television addresses. The John F. Kennedy
Library and Museum site, http://www.jfklibrary.org/,
provides a thorough inventory of the library's audio
visual collection, although very few of these materials are
available on-line. The Web site for the Lyndon Baines

Johnson Library and Museum, http://www.lbjlib.utexas
.edu/, on the other hand, includes MP3 recordings of some
of Johnson's telephone conversations and an incredible
database of downloadable, high-resolution White House

photographs.

Transcripts
Some of the presidential library Web sites also contain

transcripts of speeches, oral history interviews, and other

events. The Truman Library Web site has transcripts of
more than five hundred oral history interviews, while the

Web site for the Kennedy Library has transcripts of more
than 60 press conferences. Users on the Web sites for

both the Reagan and Bush libraries can search databases

containing transcripts of speeches and public statements.
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and at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and
Museum Web site, http://www.fordlibrarymuseum

.gov/, they can view transcripts of Ford's 1976 debates
with Carter.

Digitized documents
The Web sites for the presidential libraries also contain

varying amounts of digitized documents. The digital
materials featured on the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presi

dential Library and Museum Web site, http://eisenhower

.archives.gov/, are remarkable, because the library has digi

tized hundreds of significant documents from the collec
tion. The well-organized database contains materials from

World War II (such as original reports and correspondence
about D-Day and the discovery of concentration camps),
along with records from Eisenhower's time in the White
House, including documents regarding Civil Rights, the
Korean War, NASA, and the Red scare. The Roosevelt

Library site also contains digitized World War II docu
ments, including diplomatic files from Germany and the

Vatican, and sensitive materials retrieved from Roosevelt's

private White House safe. The Kennedy Library site fea
tures hundreds ofdigitized National Security memoranda,

documents on the space program, correspondence with

civil rights leaders, and records from the Cuban Missile

Crisis. The Ford Library has an incredible on-line exhibit
on Watergate, featuring numerous digitized documents.

The Carter Library Web site contains digitized copies of

significant documents regarding the Camp David Accords

and the Iran Hostage Crisis, along with Carter's entire

four-year President's Daily Diary. The Johnson Library
also digitized the president's schedule from fifty key days

in Johnson's President's Daily Diary, while the Hoover

Library has a searchable database containing transcripts

of fifty years' worth of his daily appointment calendar.
The on-line version of Truman's Daily Diary might be
the most interesting digitized schedule, however, as it can

be searched by date and keyword and also points visitors

toward on-line documents, images, or transcripts from

the particular day in question.

This summer, the Richard Nixon Library in Yorba Linda,

California, will become the twelfth NARA-run presiden
tial library when his presidential papers are transferred

from the National Archives, and in only a few years' time

President George W. Bush will be opening the thirteenth.
Presidential libraries will certainly continue to provide
archivists with valuable access solutions, worthwhile
outreach ideas, and a sense of relief that we all don't have

to process eight years' worth of letters from American

school children!

Welcome

to guest "WWW" contribu
tor, Adam Groves. Adam is archivist

and metadata librarian for the Illinois

Fire Service Institute, the state's fire academy on the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign campus.
He previously worked for the Illinois Historical

Survey and Lincoln Room at the University of Il
linois, and at the Ohio University's Mahn Center for
Archives and Special Collections. Adam is a graduate
of the School of Library and Information Science at
the University of Illinois and of Ohio University's
Honors Tutorial College.
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