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Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor 

Frederick L. Honhart Receives Emeritus Membership Award

The MAC Membership Committee is pleased to announce 
that this year’s recipient of the Emeritus Membership 
Award is Dr. Frederick L. Honhart, retired director of 
the Michigan State University Archives and Historical 
Collections. Fred was nominated by Bill Maher of the 
University of Illinois and Dennis Meissner and James 
Fogerty of the Minnesota Historical Society. Fred com-
pleted his undergraduate work at Wayne State University 
and earned graduate degrees in history at Case Western 
Reserve University. His entire professional career has been 
dedicated to archives and history in the Midwest. He 
devoted substantial time to improving the profession by 
serving on multiple committees, task forces, and working 
groups for MAC; the Michigan Archival Association; the 
Society of American Archivists; and the International 
Council on Archives; and he served as a founding member 
of the CIC (Big Ten) University Archivists Group. Among 
his many contributions to the profession was his support of 
the MicroMARC:AMC software for personal computers 
throughout the 1980s, an expansion of cataloging software 
that benefited many small repositories in the MAC region. 
In his letter of nomination, Bill Maher wrote, “Through-
out his career, Fred Honhart has been a steady, consistent, 
and ever-present voice for openness, careful deliberation, 
and equitable treatment of professional colleagues within 
MAC as well as nationally and internationally. He has 
never hesitated to speak up for the cause of archives and 
the good of the profession.”

Each year the MAC Membership Committee solicits 
nominations from the MAC membership for candidates 
to the status of emeritus member. The nominee must be 

retired from archival work and have been a MAC member 
for a minimum of 10, not necessarily consecutive, years. 
More important, nominees must have made a significant 
and substantial contribution to MAC during their archival 
career. The Emeritus Membership Award and special 
membership status of emeritus member were created 
to recognize those who have contributed to the success, 
growth, and visibility of MAC through committee work, 
programming, outreach, and governance. The award 
intends to recognize those who work behind the scenes for 
MAC, as well as those who have been honored by election 
to office. A complete list of emeritus members is available 
on the MAC Web site.

Bill Maher and Fred Honhart

Call for Nominations
Interested in serving MAC? The Nominating Committee is gathering names for next year’s election slate for 
president, secretary, two Council members, and two Nominating Committee members. If you know of persons 
you believe would be good candidates, please forward their names to Nominating Committee Chair Martha 
Briggs at briggsm@newberry.org. Committee members are Alexis Braun Marks and Erik Nordberg.
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