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Summary of Minutes of the MAC Council Meeting
Thursday, April 22, 2010, 8:00–11:45 a.m.

Doubletree Hotel Chicago Magnificent Mile, Chicago, Illinois

Present: President Tanya Zanish-Belcher; Vice President 
Douglas Bicknese; Treasurer Craig Wright; Secretary 
Joshua Ranger; Council members Kimberly Butler, 
Sally Childs-Helton, Matt Blessing, Deirdre Scaggs, and 
Martha Briggs; incoming vice president Mark Shelstad; 
incoming Council members Michael Doylen and 
Dina Kellams; ex officio Council members Anke Voss, 
Chadwick Owen, Kathy Koch, Shari Christy, David 
McCartney, and Erik Moore; incoming ex officio Council 
members Adriana Cuervo and Miriam Kahn; and guests 
Janet Carleton, Bart Ryckbosch, Janet Olson, Morgen 
MacIntosh Hodgetts, Karen Spilman, Ann Kenne, Lynn 
Smith, Alison Stankrauff, Amy Cooper Cary, and Colleen 
McFarland. 

Full minutes and reports from individual committees 
and ex officio Council are available upon request from 
Secretary Ranger. 

The agenda for the meeting was unanimously approved. 
Minutes of the fall 2009 Council meeting were approved 
previously by electronic vote.

2010 Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois: Local Ar-
rangement Committee (LAC) cochairs Janet Olson and 
Morgen MacIntosh Hodgetts reported that due to a great 
turnout in registration, there may be some overcrowding in 
meetings rooms. There were 413 attendees and counting. 
Program Committee (PC) cochairs Bart Ryckbosch and 
Janet Carleton reported that committee did a lot of merging 
of proposed sessions, allowing most proposals to advance 
into sessions. Carleton stated that the presenter agreements, 
which were tried this year for the first time, worked, but it 
took a lot of work to process them. Ryckbosch and Carleton 
discussed the student interest group attached to the LAC, 
believing the relationship went well and that there are 80 
students attending. Carleton observed that the Road Trip 
contest was difficult to execute, so they abandoned it. 

President: President Zanish-Belcher updated Council 
on recent appointments, some already approved via E-
mail. Martha Briggs has agreed to chair the Nominating 
Committee. An apprentice position for the Web Master 
is needed in order to learn from Moore in advance of his 
departure in two years. 

Zanish-Belcher stated that the members’ meeting will be 
streamlined without committee and ex officio reports. 
Various task forces and working groups (Marketing, De-
velopment, and Education) will be delivering their reports 
at the fall Council meeting in Dayton. Her main goal for 
2010–2011 is the fuller implementation of MemberClicks 
tools. The president stated that Council will engage in some 
minor strategic planning activities in Dayton as informed 
by the task force reports. 

Vice President: Vice President Bicknese proudly reported 
that the on-line registration for the meeting went well and 
recommended that incoming vice president Shelstad get 
feedback from attendees on their experiences. 

2009 Fall Symposium, Madison, Wisconsin: Bicknese 
reported the meeting made a profit of $1,213.85. Amy 
Cooper Cary reported she is working with presenters to 
write articles based on the symposium for a special issue of 
Archival Issues. A follow-up E-mail to symposium attendees 
will come soon. 

2010 Fall Symposium, Dayton, Ohio: Bicknese reminded 
Council that it approved a $100 registration fee. Wright 
State University will serve as a host, subsidizing some of the 
cost of the facility rental. Organizing Committee cochairs 
Shari Christy and Colleen McFarland answered questions. 
McFarland reported that she has expanded the Organizing 
Committee so that facilitators are easier to find. 

2011 Annual Meeting, St. Paul, Minnesota: LAC 
cochairs Karen Spilman and Ann Kenne announced that 
the Wabasha Caves will be the site of the reception and 
that a poker night after the reception could be arranged. 
Shelstad will look into any legal concerns about gambling 
associated with the organization. The LAC reported it 
is considering a mentoring program to engage first-time 
attendees. PC cochairs Lynn Smith and Alison Stankrauff 
reported that they are considering a unique track approach 
in the program with some small group sessions and assigned 
readings. President Zanish-Belcher asked that the members’ 
meeting be restored to its traditional 4:00–5:00 p.m. time 
slot. Ranger expressed concerns the early plans were too 
much like symposium formats. Smith and Stankrauff 
thanked Council for their opinions and would take them 
under consideration. 
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2011 Fall Symposium: Bicknese shared a proposal for the 
2011 Fall Symposium on the management of magnetic 
tape collections to be held in Sioux City, Iowa. Bicknese 
noted that there were no flights out of Sioux City on Sat-
urday evenings, and he presented two options for dealing 
with this: shift the meeting a day to Thursday–Friday or 
encourage an overnight stay with a social event Saturday 
evening. President Zanish-Belcher expressed concerns 
about individuals serving as both chairs and presenters 
and requested that they choose one role or the other. The 
proposal was unanimously approved. 

2012 Annual Meeting, Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Bicknese reported that the hotel was locked in, and that 
the LAC was now looking for a reception site. Bicknese 
recommended that Beth Myers and Rachel Vagts serve 
as PC cochairs. Council approved these appointments 
unanimously. President Zanish-Belcher asked that the 
cochairs make sure that the PC include members from 
different types of archives and not be too academically 
focused. 

Secretary: Secretary Ranger reported on logistical 
problems during the 2010 renewal period. Specifically, 17 
members who had renewed in time for the election were 

not updated in the membership database and thus were not 
mailed ballots. Ballots were sent to all of these individuals 
in time for voting. DMN, MAC’s membership services 
company, reviewed its workflow, building in redundancies 
to make certain the problems were not repeated. Changes 
will be made to the MAC Web site. Ranger reported that 
MAC posted its first gain in members, with 849 members 
compared with 814 last April. This is a reversal of 10 years 
of decreasing membership. 

Ranger also reported that at full set of Midwest Archivist/
Archival Issues will be digitized by the University of 
Wisconsin Digital Collections (UWDC) Center at 
UW–Madison in time for the 2010 Fall Symposium. 

Treasurer: Treasurer Wright began his report by com-
menting that MAC’s investment accounts have recovered 
fairly well from the downturn in the financial markets. 
MAC had total assets of $265,909.02 as of March 31, 
2010, an increase from $220,031.89 in December 2009, 
the previous quarter. Council unanimously approved 
to authorize President Zanish-Belcher and incoming 
treasurer Anke Voss to sell or transfer stocks and securities 
for MAC. 

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Wright reported he is mostly positive about the transition 
to the new MemberClicks site and asked Council to 
consider the creation of a proofreading process for Web 
content, possibly reconstituting the Web Committee to 
do so. Wright also reported that there is a new Art & 
Print policy that requires MAC to pay for postage before 
a mailing ships. This may cause a delay in the delivery of 
publications. 

Task Force and Working Group Reports: President 
Zanish-Belcher stated that all reports distributed to 
Council were preliminary and that final reports would be 
delivered for the fall Council meeting in Dayton. Council 
member Blessing asked that Council create a structure 
that will provide continuity and implementation of the 
recommendations of the Development Task Force as these 
sorts of recommendations have been made before without 
action. Koch gave a preview of her proofreader report, as 
a final version will be submitted soon. Membership Com-
mittee Chair David McCartney discussed the “Come Back 
to MAC” campaign of the Membership Retention Task 
Force. The task force was able to contact 100 out of the 
300 lapsed members. Half of these individuals stated they 
would consider renewing. Others were in new professions 
or had moved out of the MAC region. 

Ex-Officio and Standing Committee Reports
Web Master: Web Master Moore presented retention 
schedules for Web copies of MAC records to be considered. 
Council recommended that the retention schedule be 
sent to the Archives Committee for its consideration and 
advice. Doylen recommended a records management page 
be added to the Web site. Moore supported the idea of a 
Web committee to guide content. 

Membership Committee: Chair David McCartney 
reported that there will be one recipient of the Emeritus 
Membership Award this year: Dr. Frederick Honhart. 

Education Committee: Chair Chadwick Owen reported 
that MAC’s directory of archival education is now on-
line. Indiana archivists requested that MAC work with 
the Indiana State Library to offer continuing education 
credits. Council supported Owen pursuing this.

Archival Issues: Council discussed the issue of noncurrent 
dates on current issues. President Zanish-Belcher told 
Council there was not sufficient support among Editorial 
Board members for publishing symposium proceedings. 
Due to the journal’s inability to get submissions, the 
suggestion was made that AI change its promise of fre-

quency from two issues per year to one. Council agreed 
unanimously “to investigate a change in the promise of 
Archival Issues publication frequency to a minimum of one 
per year; to change the date of the upcoming issue to reflect 
the current date; and to update the Web site with table of 
contents and information regarding recent publications.” 
Council will review and revise author award guidelines if 
needed as a result of these changes. 

MAC Newsletter Editor: Kathy Koch recommended 
bringing on an apprentice editor to train an issue in 
advance of her term ending. Zanish-Belcher proposed 
sending out a job proposal for the editor position and 
asking members to apply. Koch reported there is now a 
one-year public moratorium for newsletters on the Web 
site, after which the issue will be available on the public 
portion. Koch recommended that the application for 
awards and scholarships be made available on-line only, 
instead of printed in the newsletter. Council affirmed. 

Public Information Officer: Anke Voss recommended 
improving MAC’s contacts section of the Web site to 
include the secretary, meeting contacts, and so forth. 
Ranger will make the appropriate changes. 

Vendor Coordinator: Shari Christy presented several 
issues requiring Council votes. Council agreed that one 
free registration will be included in the for-profit vendor 
fee, but that no registration will be included in the non-
profit fee. Council voted to pay for vendor electricity use. 
Council agreed to make the fee for a MAC mailing list 
$25 for nonprofits and $125 for for-profits and affirmed 
these were one-time use purchases. 

Several vendors asked for lists of E-mails of conference at-
tendees. Instead of providing these lists to vendors, Public 
Information Officer (PIO) Voss recommended that MAC 
combine vendor announcements into a single message 
sent by the PIO prior to the meeting. Council agreed that 
incoming PIO Adriana Cuervo will initiate this process. 
Christy reported that vendor payments on the Web site 
need to be integrated into the normal workflow. There 
was general agreement for this to be explored. 

Development Coordinator: Miriam Kahn will be 
working on a development plan and not soliciting funds 
during this year. 

Nominating Committee: One hundred and seventy-eight 
valid ballots were cast, representing a gradual downturn 
in turnout that has been observed over the past several 
elections. 
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Archives Committee: Council recommended that the 
committee work with Moore and the MAC archivist to 
do more scheduling work. 

Presidents’ Award and Distinguished Service Award 
Committee: The committee announced Janet Olson as 
the winner of the Distinguished Service Award. 

Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority 
Students Committee: Elizabeth Meyers will be taking 
over as chair of this committee. There were two recipients 
of this scholarship: Yung Hua Nancy Ng Tam of New York 
University and Susan Gehr of San Jose State University. 

Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship for Graduate 
Students in Archival Administration Committee: The 
recipient for this year’s scholarship was Virginia Corvid of 

the University of Wisconsin–Madison. Council thanked 
Hillary Bober and Kimberly Neuenschwander and 
recognized that they discharged their duties faithfully as 
committee chairs.

Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting 
Attendees Committee: Angela Manella of Cuyahoga 
Community College was awarded the Emeritus Scholar-
ship. Matt Blessing asked about the options for further 
funding of this award. Committee Chair Ann Bowers will 
be consulted on the following issues: including the fund 
in general membership renewal materials, MAC matching 
donations, and the appropriate contact to make requests 
for support to emeritus members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Ranger, Secretary

Between-Meeting Council Actions

March 5: Council unanimously approved by vote that 
Elizabeth Myers be appointed as chair of the Archie 
Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students 
Committee (2010–2012).

March 18: President Zanish-Belcher arranged for one 
MAC member who mistakenly not had been issued a 
ballot due to a problem in the renewal process to vote 
via E-mail. Due to the member’s traveling schedule, this 
member was unable to receive her reissued ballot via the 
U.S. mail in time to take part in the election. Council 
supported this decision without objection. 

April 9: President Zanish-Belcher made the following 
appointments with Council’s consent: 

Martha Briggs as Nominating Committee chair 
(2010–2011)

Miriam Kahn as Development Coordinator 
(2010–2012)

Adriana Cuervo as Public Information Officer 
(2010–2012)

Erik Moore as MAC Web Master for a second 
two-year term (2010–2012) 

Ann Bowers to a second two-year term as chair 
of the Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC 
Meeting Attendees Committee (2010–2012)

April 14: President Zanish-Belcher made the following 
appointments with Council’s consent: 

Barbara Floyd and Pamela Hackbart-Dean to 
two-year terms on the Archival Issues Editorial 
Board 

Tom Steman as chair of the Louisa Bowen Memo-
rial Scholarship Committee (2010–2012)

April 15: Council unanimously approved the following 
motion via E-mail: Approve the Dayton fall symposium 
budget with registration set at the $100 base registration 
level. 
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