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Seeking Nominations for MAC 
Presidents’ Award

The MAC Presidents’ Award was established in 1986 as 
a means for MAC to recognize significant contributions 
to the archival profession by individuals, institutions, and 
organizations not directly involved in archival work but 
knowledgeable about its purpose and value. Recipients are 
chosen by a committee comprising the three most recent 
past presidents of MAC from nominations submitted by 
committees in each of the 13 states in the MAC region. 
At the state level, nominations may be made by contacting 
the state chair or through solicitation of nominations by 
the chair or members of the state committee. Each state 
committee may put forward only one nomination per 
year. As many as three awards may be presented each year. 
Recipients are invited to attend the members’ meeting 
held at MAC’s annual meeting to receive their certificates.

In you would like to nominate someone, please complete 
the nomination form on the MAC Web site, and address it 
to the appropriate state chair. Full contact information for 
the state chairs can be found on the MAC Web site, under 
MAC Presidents’ Award. For additional information about 
the award and guidelines, please contact Steve McShane, 
Presidents’ Award Committee chair.

Nominate a MACer for the 
Distinguished Service Award

Please take a moment to think of all the people you 
know who quietly have been contributing their time and 
talents to MAC. The people that again and again offer to 
serve on committees, are ready to fill in for a workshop 
or chair a session at the last minute, will happily work at 
the registration table when they are just walking by and 
you’ve had someone cancel, can whip up a quick article 
for the newsletter when you need to fill that last quarter 
page, and so on.

Now take a few minutes to put into words why at 
least one of those people should be recognized by their 
fellow MACers and submit that description as a MAC 
Distinguished Service Award nomination on the form 
found on the MAC Web site. The award was created 
to recognize individuals who have made a significant 
contribution to MAC, particularly the unsung heroes—
the individuals who give generously of their time and talent 
with little or no formal recognition. 

MAC has given three of these awards since its inception: 
to Marion Matters in 2000, to Mona Wei in 2002, and 
to Janet Olson in 2010. Marion served on numerous 
committees, panels, and program sessions, but is best 
remembered as the creative leader, chief writer, and 
lead performer in the four critically acclaimed versions 
of Raiders of the Lost Archives—the marvelously funny, 
silly, and satirical revues of the archival profession. Mona 
served on every Chicago Local Arrangements Committee 
up to that time; for more than 20 years she had stuffed 
registration packets, helped at the registration desks, led 
restaurant tours, and did anything else asked of her to 
make the meetings a huge success. Janet’s contributions 
were many, from ensuring the success of MAC’s Chicago 
meetings to revitalizing the Chicago Area Archivists to 
mentoring new archivists, and many more. 

It is time to give this award again, and it would be 
wonderful to see it given each year. There are many, many 
people who qualify and deserve this recognition. Please 
take the time to think about your friends and colleagues 
and honor one of them with a nomination. For more 
information and guidelines, please contact Steve McShane 
at smcshane@iun.edu.
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